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SHOW BIZ VS. oT COLUMN 





‘Live in Peace’ Propaganda? 





Sensitivity around the American radio networks to anything that 
may smack of a war song still persists. While the lyrics of ‘I'll Pray 
For You,’ a Mills Music, Inc., import from England, contains no ref- 
erence to war, there’s one line in the song which has had to be revised 
for U. S. network output. 

The questioned line is, ‘And we'll live in peace.’ 


British Actors in H wood and N. Y. 
Resent Hicks’ War-Slacker Blast 


Stark Realism 


Lynchburg, Va., May 28 

Amateur thesps in Winchescer, 
Va., looking around for an appro- 
priate place to produce the murder 
trial play, ‘Night of January 16,’ 
finally wound up presenting it in the 
Corporation Court there. 

Audience packed the spectators’ 
section and jury box. 


BOB HOPES 206 
VIA % IN ONE 














British actors both on Broadway 
and in Hollywood were deeply re- 
sentful this week of the sarcasm of 
Sir Seymour Hicks, English player- 
producer, on their failure to return 
to the motherland for active war 
duty. Criticism that while their 
brethren bear arms they ‘gallantly 
face the. footlights’ was termed ab- 
aurd. 

Attitude of the Britishers in 
America was summed up by Lau- 
rence Olivier, currently appearing 
with Vivien Leigh in ‘Romeo and 
Juliet? in New York, and producer- 
director Herbert Wilcox, in Manhat- 
| tan for the RKO sales convention. 
Both declared that they had been in- 
formed by British authorities that 
they would be doing the best pos- 
sible service to their country by re- 
maining in the United States and 
‘representing the British character.’ 

Meantime, New York-born Robert 
ry who has been in Eng- 
and doing a picture for Metro, , ' _ 
joined the PI. sie Corps there. Bobe Hope waiked out of the Chi 
At the same time, playwright Noel | ©3489 theatre, Chicago, last week with 

(Continued on page 52? | $20,097 for his end of a gross busi- 
iness of $62,687. Hope played the 
| house on a guarantee of $12,500 and 
|a 50-50 split over $47,500, getting the 


Roller Skating Luring . high take by playing 43 shows dur- 
390,000,000 Admissions ing the week. Six shows were played 


E , jon all days except the first Saturday 
Yrly.; Menaces Pix Biz 














(18), when he ground out seven. 


at Loew's State, New York, at the 
same guarantee and a 50-50 split over 
$42,000. 





Upsurge of audience-participation 
sports, one of the prime menaces to 
American film b.o. in recent years, is 
evidenced as fully justifying the 
worry it has occasioned by an esti- 
mate that a minimum of 350,000,000 | ’ 
admissions a year are being paid to | REVUE § POLITIC GAGS 
roller skating rinks. 

Roller skating is only a minor as- | 
bect of the desire of the American | 
Public to get out and do something | 


(Continued on page 54) 








active instead of sitting in film the- 
atres, Rise of bowling is another | 
aspect. Yet skating is a prime ex- 


Mexico City, May 28. 
Customers of the Teatro Lirico 
| here, historic revue house, where 
(Continued on page 54) | you can see a good 10-act show for 

| 9c, continue to get violent but un- 
ischeduled diversion. This theatre 
} was closed recently for several days 


Dita Parlo Interned In 
° by the civic fathers because of fre- 
France for the Duration avert clashes which usually sent at 


least three persons to the hospital 
| and half a dozen or more to jail, re- 
i sulting from actors’ gagging about 
domestic politics. 








: Paris, May 28. 
Dita Parlo, German actress who 
as been starred in scores of French 

onde back in a French concen- | upon the management’s promise that 
camp. 'it would soft-pedal politics. Four 

ing nhorities are regretful in stat- 
she must be interned for the 
Uration as an enemy alien, { 





wr 


UNITE TO BLITZ 


President Wilson Invited 
William A. Brady and 
Group to Help Dramatize 
Patriotism 





‘WAKE UP’ ROLE 





Washington, May 28. * 

One of the important links in 
President Roosevelt’s swiftly crystal- 
lizing plans for national defense will 
be the marshalling of all divisions of 
American amusement industries in a 
drive to actively combat ‘Fifth Col- 
umn’ and subversive activities, and 
raise the standard$ of national pa- 
triotie fervor. 

To this end, close advisers of the 
Administration have furnished ade- 
quate precedent in reviewing the 
splendid volunteer service which 
films, the legitimate theatre and 
vaudeville performed in the period 
prior to our entrance into the World 
War in 1917. At that time President 
Wilson invited to Washington a 
group of leading showmen, headed 
by William A. Brady. 

For the moment, official confer- 
ences here between Government de- 
partment heads and_ industrialists 

(Continued on page 55) 


BWAY OKAY 
DESPITE FAIR 








Tomorrow (Thursday) Hope opens | 


From the State he goes to} 
the Michigan, Detroit, June 7, where | 


CAUSE RIOT; ARREST 22: 


Indications are rather clear that 
the World’s Fair is not hurting 
Broadway. So far it is helping at- 
tendance, judged from boxoffice re- 
action last week, when most of the 
grosses were better after having de- 
clined during the first three weeks 
of May. Cloudy and cool weather 
plus rain socked the Fair turnstiles, 
but proved a break for the theatres. 

Start of the Fair’s second season 
is therefore a reversal of what hap- 


(Continued on page 53) 


20th Grooms Ann Todd 


As Shirley’s Successor 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Ann Todd, 8, is being groomed for 
i stardom by 20th-Fox as a successor 
| to Shirley Temple. Company has a 
“number of moppet plays, among 
them ‘Lady Jane,’ originally planned 
|}as a Temple, starrer, but shelved 
when her contract was settled. 

Warners had ambitions to sign the 








i Too,” but Darryl Zanuck exercised 


when she played a support role in 


; ‘Blue Bird.’ 


BLITZKRIEGE RA 


Amusement Men Recall That 





vr 





Couldn’t Hurt B.O. 


World War II has revived the 
tale of World War I, when the 
late Percy Hammond, _ then 
dramatic critic of the Chicago 
Tribune, was detached from 
covering shows to returf to his 
old chore as war correspondent. 

‘But suppose,’ an actor of that 
day quipped, ‘he doesn’t like the 
war?’ 











A CANNON 
MUSICAL? © 


Philadelphia, May 238. 

The Robin Hood Dell concerts are 

skedded to open June 18 with Tschai- 
kowsky’s ‘1812 Overture.’ 
As part of the hooplah the concert 
promoters persuaded the National 
Guard to lend them three 37 mm. 
anti-tank guns to furnish the shoat- 
ing just as the composer intended 
in his original score. 

But on Friday (24) Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, Dell president, received 
a letter from Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians, 
warned that if the cannons were 
fired as part of the overture they 
constituted ‘an instrument’ and 
| therefore would have to be fired by 
la member of the union. 
| Last night (Mon.) auditions were 
held at the National Guard Armory 
|for the place of ‘symphonic bom- 
|bardier.’ At least a half dozen mem- 
bers of Local 77 who were vets of 
the artillery in the last war tried 
out. A musician who also was a 
member of the National Guard was 
|finally chosen. 








OLD B’WAY ROUTINES 


— —-- 


Al Jolson will reverse a technique 
of almost a quarter of a century as 
a musical comedy star by doing his 
marathon song medleys and interpo- 
, lations in the running course of the 
| show, rather than as t! : finale. Un- 





like his Winter Garden days, when | 
at the 11 p.m. curtain, or there- | 


‘abouts, he would reprise the current 
pops for almost another hour, the 
| book of Jolson’s forthcoming stage 
_ musical, ‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ will 
(call for hark-backs to yesteryear 
song successes. In these spots he 


The Lirico was allowed to reopen | Todd youngster when she played in , will also do new interpolations. 
| their picture, ‘All This and Heaven, | 


With Ruby Keeler (ex-Mrs. Jol- 
son) and Martha Raye co-featured, 


days after it got going afresh, a riot | his option on her services, obtained | show goes into rehearsal shortly for 
broke out during the midnight show. 
Twenty-two arrests were made. 


a July 7 opening in Chicago during 
‘the Democratic national convention. 


which | 


Slam at Herbert Hoover Brings 
NBC's Refusal of Pearson-Allen 





NBC has refused to accept Drew 
Pearson and Bob Allen, Washington 
columnists, as pinchhitters for ‘True 
or False’ in J. B. Williams Co.'s 
| Monday night spot and the prob- 
ability is that the twosome will do 
their routine for the shaving cream 
account on Mutual. Reason for 
| NBC’s frown dates back to a crack 
| they made about Herbert Hoover 
|last year while participating on the 
|Chicago University’s Roundtable, an 
NBC program. They claimed that 
| Hoover had men going through the 
Hoover de- 





: south buying up votes. 
|manded a retraction, and got it over 
. the same network. Later there was 


|talk by the columnists about suing 
| NBC. 

Deal made with the writing com- 
bination by Williams was for nine 
weeks, starting June 24. After NBC 
|had advised J. Walter Thompson 
|that Pearson and Allen were not ac- 
ceptable, the agency inquired of Mu- 
tual as to available time on a nine- 
week basis. 








‘Bring Own Booze’ 
Policy in Pitt Spot As 
Lure for Kid Trade 


Pittsburgh, May 238. 

First top-flight Pittsburgh road- 
house to make a stab at it without a 
| liquor license will be the Willows, 
which has just been taken over by 
| Furey Ross, operator of Show Boat 
several seasons ago. Ross plans to 
| advertise a ‘bring your own booze’ 
policy and will peddle only set-ups 
and soft drinks. 

Spot opens Thursday (30) with 
Bob Millar’s orch and will be man- 
aged by John Maganotti, figure in 
nitery field locally for more thea a 
decade. 

Ross, who will ask only a small 
admission charge at the door, claims 
there’s a big kid trade in Pittsburgh 
that hasn’t been tapped and he’s go- 
ing after the under-21’s who aren't 
permitted, under state booze regula- 
, tions, to patronize spots where liquor 
is sold. Willows has been a head- 
ache, except for possibly one season, 
\to a number of managements ever 
| since Tony Conforti, owner of cur- 
rently prosperous Nixon cafe, gave 
, up the summer-trade spot more than 
| five years back. 








‘Interstate Circuit’s 
‘Trojan Horse’ Shorts 


oo 


Dallas, May 238. 

Interstate Circuit may turn to 
producing ‘fifth column’ shorts, it 
was said last week, and will try to 
arrange for national distribution. 
Martin Dies will be asked to appear 
in one. 

Aim is to make Mr. Average 
American spy-conscious and to teach 
him how to toss the villains a curve 
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Paris’ Famed Pleasures Now Set 


Aside: Radio's War News Main Lure 


—_——— 


Paris, May 28. | 

This ‘drole de guerre, as the 
French sc picturesquely called the 
firsi and inactive phase of the war, is 
over and with the mighty German 
wave pressing down, France has, 
lemporarily set aside pleasures and | 
entertainment. 

Where in the first few months of? 
war people crowded the bright, 
spots to get away from realism, now | 
ihey stay away because the terrific. 
siruggle going on is too everiast- 
ingly present to be eradicated for a 
single instant by the pleasures of the 
night club, the theatre, cinema or 
dancehall. 

The radio has become the magnet 
gcund which millions crowd at all 
hours to hear the latest bulletins. ; 
They prefer to follow the progress | 
of their army from foreign” sta- 
tions, for many of the latter, not | 
friendly to France, have not pulled | 
their punches and have gone the 
other way in describing what is hap- | 

ning, Better to exaggerate, they | 
yeason, than to have the real situa- | 
dion hidden from them. | 

The newspaper kiosk has become | 
en important gathering spot. Every 

(Continued on page 52) 


NIX DANCES IN 
NY. DRILL SHED 


\ 








Buffalo, May 28. 

New York militia is closing all 
grmories to outside functions because 
of the present wave of fear against 
‘fifth column’ activities and the pos- 
¢ibility of sabotage. This suggests 
that the 174th Regiment drill shed | 
here may be unavailable for dance | 
promoters after tonight’s Gene Krupa 
#pecial. At least until the present 
state of mind is clarified. 

Krupa promotion is the first of 
three local dances arranged by the 
Playtime Productions, Inc., fronted 
by Mrs. Hunt Sidway. 

Playtime is plugging low prices to 
attract the kids. Krupa tap is 55c 
pre-sale, 80c at the door. Checking 
will cost 10c, which should stop 
grumbles from those who formerly 
paid 25c. 

Mrs. Sidway is wife of local con- 
cert 
string earlier this year and since has 
turned to pop dates. 





Canadian Exhibition 
Skedded Despite War 


Toronto, May 28. 

Despite the war, there will be no 
cancellation of the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition. But for the out- 
break of hostilities, the 1939 C.N.E. 
would have fulfilled its early prom- 
jse of a 2,000,000 annual attendance, 
the declaration came at the end of 
ihe first week of the two-week show. 
More exhibiting space has been 
Jeased this year than last. The ex- 
position, now in its 62d year will be 
glazed from Aug. 23 to Sept. 7 

The permanent buildings are now 
housing troops dnd the Royal Air 
Force; the 350 acres of grounds are 


being used for drill purposes. For 
the two-week duration of the 
C.N.E., the troops will move out, but 
the R.A.F. will remain in_ billets. 


The motif of the 1940 C.N.E. will 
focus attention on the nation’s war 
effart and this has added to. the 
keenness of space-buying exhibitors. 

The great 
which annually uses some 1,500 in 
the cast, will this year depict the 
growth of Britain’s sea might from 
the days of Queen Elizabeth and the 
Spanish Armada to the sinking of 


the Graf Spee. The entire plan for , 
the 1940 show is now being whipped | 


| Warners’ 5th Columner 


juctant to disclose complete details | 


into shape. While officials are re- 
because of uncompleted negotiations, 
ji is known that Goldman’s band will 
be the main outdoor musical attrac- 
tion. He was here last in 1929 and 
@cored much local success. 





NOLAN IN ‘NAZI’ 
Hollywood, May 28. 


Lloyd Nolan stepped into the roie | 


of the newspaperman originally as- 
signed to Richard Greene in ‘I Mar- 
ried a Nazi’ at 20th-Fox. 

Ancther principal previously an- 


nounced, William Gargan, was with- | 


drawn because of another commit- 
ment 


| pressed the phonograph record busi- 


singer who booked a concert | 





Sh! Not Here 


Hollywood, May 28. 

German lingo is verboten in 
the Warner sector of Burbank, 
pending the outcome of the war. 
Edict by Jack L. Warner orders 
all employes to sprechen Eng- 
lish, or else. 

At least one producer, a few 
department heads and a number 
of thesps have gone back to the 
old practice of counting 10 be- 
fore they burst into speech. 


PHONOGRAPH 
BIZ BLITZED 
BY WAR 














| fun. 





|France, on Sunday, May 18, 


Miranda’s Vaude Dates 


Carmen Miranda will make her 
first vaude house appearance in the 
| U. S. the week of June 7 at the Chi- 
cago, Chicago. Her accompaniment 
will be the six-man South American 
musical combo that played with her 
in ‘Streets of Paris.’ 

Although this is her first pop the- 
atre date, she’s played niteries and 
radio, 


| 
| 


QUENTIN REYNOLDS’ 
LETTER FROM PARIS 


this 














I am _ writing from Paris, 





Radio’s Increase 





WOR, N. Y., has had the C. &. 
Hooper statistical checking serv- 
ice calculate the listener per- 
centages on news bulletins for 
this quarter of 1940 as against 
the average for same months of 
1937, 1938 and 1939. 

Listening was up 2.9% in 
January, 4.6% in February, 5.7% 
in March and 14.6% in April. 





and I 
will get it off quickly, while there is | 
a Paris, France. It is three weeks | 
and one day since I left New York, | 
and I feel as though I had been away 
for three years and a month. I ac- 
tually thought this was going to be 
Remember? 

It is amazing how quickly you can 
cease being objective. It makes you 
wanna try to join something. Today 
and yesterday haven't been eomfort- 
ing. Don't misunderstand me—I’m 
safe here as if I were sitting in 21. 
Safer. It isn’t that, but how mad 
you get at the Germans. I hope to 
Billingsley, people in New York fee] 








Hitler’s blitzkrieg in western Eu- 
,rope is credited with having de- 


ness on this side. Sales for the past 
| cae weeks have been away off. It’s 
| the first appreciable setback that the 
| industry has had since it started to 
| stage its comeback four years ago. 

The events in Europe have likewise 
reflected themselves to a major de- 
gree in the sheet music business. The 
first week of the Nazi drive was 
' marked by the scantiest influx of | 
orders that the jobbers had experi- | 
enced in years. Business did pick 
up, as far as the jobbers were con- 
cerned, the first three days of last 
week, but even this wasn’t enough to 
show that the public was snapping 
out of the dismal mood. 

American disc. manufacturers are 
speculating as to what will happen 
to their British market. Unlike the 
other companies, Decca doesn’t ship 
over pressings, but rather the mast- | 
ers. Business with this market since 
the outbreak of the way has been 
better than ever and there are no 
indications yet of a downward re- 
action, 


A. J. CRONIN TO STAY IN) 
U. S. FOR THE DURATION 








‘Doctor of Lenox,’ 


for serialization. It will appear in 


midsummer under the title, “The 
Valiant Years.’ 

Dr. Cronin is currently in New 
York on his way from Hollywood 


to Maine, where he will summer. An 


English citizen, he has no plans for | 
returning to that country at present | 
as he has two sons in school in the 


U.. 





Pro-Nazi Riots in Regina 
Don’t Do B.O.s Any Good 


Regina, Sask., May 28. 
Theatre business here has taken an 
awful kick with outbreak of soldier 
vs. pro-Nazi riots every other night 


or so in the foreign section of this | 


city. Radio newscasts and activity 
among the soldiers on downtown 
streets give the populace plenty of 
warning that something is cooking 
and result is that by the time the 
trouble starts the greater part of 


| the city is on hand to watch and to 
grandstand pageant, | 


cheer the soldier boys on to do 
plenty of damage. 

Attitude among those who usual- 
ly patronize the theatres is, “Why 
pay when we can see a swell show 
for nothing?’ 











Hollywood, May 28. 
‘The Secret Army,’ 
fifth column in the recent invasion 
of Belgium, is being rushed through 
the writing mill at Warners. Pen- 
ciled into the cast are Albert Basser- 
man, George Brent, Jeffrey Lynn | 
and Brenda Marshall. 
Bryan Foy, originator of the idea, 
is slated as producer, 


SAILINGS 


May 24 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
William H. Pines, Louella Parsons 
(Lurline). 








novel by A. J. | 
Cronin, which was purchased by Co- | 
|lumbia while still in the early writ- 
/ing stage several months ago, has | 
been sold to Good Housekeeping mag | 


a tale of the , 


asI do. We get little news here, you | 
know. And little news gets out of! 
here. It is impossible for me, for 

instance, to tell you how things stand | 
right now—and I know! But tonight 
we stand about where the St. Louis | ™ 
Browns stood last September. 
| now 

| Louis. 
But this is Sunday, May 18. By the 


better. Would I bet on it? 
you bet on Sobol against Louis? 
broadcast 
| again tonight. I’ve sent one story to 
| Collier’s—not much of a story, but 
,all I could’ send. 
stand? You might phone my boss 
‘and say hello and explain. 
written, but communications are 
;slow and difficult, and sometimes 
| you inadvertently say something you 
| (Continued on page 53) 


French Distribs in N. Y. 
| Raising Relief Fund. 











Independent French film distribu- 
_ in N. Y. are forming a commit- | 

e to raise funds for French war | 
rte Foreign Sanguage exhibitors 
| showing French product may later | 
join the committee. Distributors 
have been successful in showing 
French pix and state that this is a 
good time to show their appreciation. 

Coin probably will be transmitted 
to families of French studio tech- 
nicians and players. 





‘Hattie MeDaniel May 
Also Retake in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 
Hattie McDaniel, who was can- 
celled out of Stanley theatre week 
before last so she could return to 
Hollywood for retakes on ‘Mary- 
land,’ will probably play date some 


time next month, now that she has | 


resumed her personal tour. Pitts- 
burgh was the only town she missed 


l'on previously mapped itinerary, with | 
local boy who made | 


Tommy Riggs, 


good, coming in as a last-minute 
substitute. . 
| WB deluxer, is presently booked 


solid to June 21, and al] depends on 
whether Miss McDaniel’s film com- 
mitments wijl permit her to remain 
east that long. 





Peru Likes Us, Anyway 





| Hollywood, May 28. 
| War in Europe, and 
‘quent drop in film production over 
| there, is ballooning the popularity 
' of Hollywood pictures in Peru, ac- 


!cording to Ricardo Rovera Schrei- , 


| ber, Peruvian envoy to Japan. 


| Senor Schreiber paused in town | 


as a guest of Hal B. Wallis at War- 
ners. 





SWING’S WAR REELS 


Newsreel Theatres group which 
|operates the Embassy on Broadway, 
among others, has taken over pro- : 
duction of Raymond Gram Swing’s 
war commentary subjects and 
| distributing them to other newsreel 
theatres, 

Formerly Pathe produced them for 
Newsreel for showing in its four 
{N. Y. theatres. 





Right | 
it's Louie Sobol against Joe} 


time you get this things may be} 
Would | 
I've | 
once and I'm going on! 


Can you under- } 


I have | Britain for duration of agreement. | 


Universal and | 


the conse- | 


| 
is | 











US. PIX SEE BIG 


BRITISH FILM 
COIN FREEZE 


Great Britain’s wealth conscrip- 
tion last week has led to fears by 
|American firms that all allowable 
,U. S. distribution money not already 
| remitted to this country according to 
the 50%-profit-freeze arrangement 

might be tied up indefinitely in 
Great Britain. 

The Hays office revealed last week 
that about 85% of the $19,000,000 
permitted to be withdrawn had been 
shipped to the U. S. and approxi- 
|mately $2,850,000 still remained in 
‘England. Seven American majors 
(all excepting Universal, which 
imade a separate deal because of its 
| financial setup) 





12-month period starting last 
1, other 50% being held in 


| for 
' Oct: 


| Besides this amount, 
|independent American distributors’ 
|total, figured at $1,500,000, is per- 
|mitted for withdrawal. 
With about 75% of this remitted 
ito U. S. by the end of March, and 
i. 10% more withdrawn*up to May 

it is estimated that around $16.- 
15.00 has been meved to N. Y. 
since last October b: all American 
distributors. 

Huddle at Hays office last week is | 
understood to have been held to out- | 


are allowed $17,- | 
500,000, or half of their net profits, | 





} 





| 


| world conditions. 


Spy Threat Brings Nite Club Purge — 
(£500 Alien Entertainers in Istanbul 


ee + 


Istanbul, May 15. 
The threat of war has reached its 
multi-fingered hand into Turkey's 


nite life. Starting May 1 night spots: 


have been cleansed of all foreign en. 
tertainers. Sweep has affected about 
500 warblers, high kickers and host- 
esses, most of whom were of Hun- 
garian, Rumanian, Austrian and Ger- 
man origin, with a smattering of 
Italos. 

A few men, mostly dancing part- 
ners, are also under the ban. No 
| reason has been given for the sudden 
‘exclusion of the gals, the nite spot 
managers merely being informed not 
to renew contracts dating from May 
1. However, in view of the recent 
attacks published in local sheets ac- 
cusing some of these obviously un- 
talented femmes of Mata Hariing on 
the side, it’s easy to guess the why 
and wherefores. 

Musicians, most of whom belong to 
the banned nationalities, have not 
been given their walking papers, 


They are comparatively few and-# 


most are longtime residents. 
(Continued on page 53) 


COMM'L FILMS 
WAR BLACKOUT 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Commercial films, as well as their 
artistic, brethren, are taking a beat- 
ing from the war in Europe. Many 
of the large corporations have can- 
celled orders for trade-building pice 
tures end others have asked indefi- 
nite postponements of their commit- 
ments. 

Chief reason given is that the 
American public has started pinch- 
ing its pennies in view of unsettled 
Another is that 
some products would find little sale 
if this country went to war. 


Many 











Raise "Em a Column 


Hollywood, May 28. 
‘Sixth Column,’ a yarn based on a 
defense group to hamstring the “Tro- 
jan Horse,’ is under consideration at 


‘line ways and means of coping with | Republic. 


| distributing problems on the British | 
|Isles, particularly since the threat | 
of Nazi invasion of England. 

} 


SCHLESS’ WB REPORT 








ON EUROPEAN STATUS 


Robert Schless, Warner Bros. man- 
, aging director in Europe was slated 
to arrive in New York yesterday 
| (Tuesday) on his annual visit to U. S. 
| Schless will detail the future out- 
look in Europe to top Warner of- 
ficials. He will huddle with home 
office executives and officials on the 
'Coast besides attending the domes- 
tic sales regionals. 





Raise $150,000 of Amus. 


Execs and employees in the enter- 
tainment field pledged approxi- 
mately half of the $300,000 
set for the amusement industry at a 
luncheon of the United Jewish Ap- 
peal in New York last week. 

Following a stirring plea by Rabbi 

‘Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the 
} drive, virtually all 
upped their donations 
more over last year 
most generous 
type ever seen. Total sought by the 
Appeal in the U. S. is $23,000,000. 

| David Bernstein, v.p. and treas- 
urer of Loew’s, Inc., and Major Al- 
bert Warner were co-chairmen of 
the luncheon. 


by 50% or 


| 
| 





| THEATRE’S WAR BULLETINS 

Minneapolis, May 28. 
During the present war excite- 

ment, the Lyric (Paramount) loop 


| 





Biz’s 300G Charity Quota) 


quota | 


contributors 


in one of the | 
outpourings of this 


subsequent-run house, has a bulletin | 
board on the outside where it posts | 


| the latest dispatches from the Euro- | 
pean front. Radio station WCCO! 
jfurnishes the dispatches. 


| tention. 





| This is a common practice, more | 
Or less, in newsreel theatres, but not 
j in regular runs, 


| 


Board is attracting plenty of at-| 


a 


Story is by Taylor Caven. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Carleton Alslop. 
Desi Arnaz. . 
A. J. Balaban. 
Nate J. Blumberg. 
Harry Carey, 
Dave Chasen. 
Russel] Crouse. 
Sandy Cummings. 
Frances Faye. 
Mathew Fox. 

Sam Goldwyn. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Sol Lesser. 

Jules Levey. 
Louis Lurie. 

Louis B. Mayer. 
Johnny Mercer. 
Jack Mulcahy. 
Bellamy Partridge. 
Bubbles Schinasi, 
Ruby Schinasi. 
Edgar Selwyn, 
Bob Sisk. 

Ralph Spence. 
Arthur Ungar. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban. 
Walter Brennan. 
Rosemary de Camp. 
Earl Carroll. 
Morgan Conway. 
William Courtney. 
Frank Donovan. 
Sidney Fields. 
Melvin Frank. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
Paul Henning. 
Jean Hersholt. 
Sidney R. Kent. 
Vic Knight. 
Herbert Korholz. 
Cal Kuhl. 

Wilfred Lawson, 
Gunther Lessing. 
Tom Loach. 
Charles E. McCarthy. 
John McCormick. 
Norman Panama. 
Mary Pickford. 
Billy Rose. 

Maxie Rosenbloom. 
Lionel Stander. 
Tom Pettey. 
Lawrence Tibbett. 
Rudy Vallee. 

Jack Votion. 
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WAR OR COMED 





Vogue for package deals, origi- 
nated in radio, continues on the up- 
‘peat in Hollywood with a second 


e agency in recent weeks turn- 
iy efforts in that direction. New- 


which has had a rep in New York 
for the past six weeks quietly lining 
up properties and a stable of scriv- 


eners. pieieet 
* Until recently specializing in tal- 


‘ent, F-B has added a story and 


writer division to enable it to make 
up the packages. Frances Manson, 
former story editor for Samuel 
Goldwyn and Columbia Pictures, is 
in charge. She left for the Coast 
Saturday (25) after being east for a 
month and a half acquiring rights to 
represent several name scribblers in 
the deals and a number of stories. 
She'll begin offering the packages 
around as soon as the initial ones are 
assembled. 

Music Corp. of America recently 
organized a story and writer depart- 
ment also in order to be able to 











. 


Pix Package Deal Vogue Growing: 
— Feldman-Blum Also Lines ‘Em Up 





Mob Psychology 


Indianapolis, May 28. 
Freddie Miller, WFBM staff 
pianist-singer, caused a minor 


the day 1,248 letters were re- 
ceived. 

Tickets were awarded to 50 
persons who had sent in special 
delivery letters. Cost of the let- 
ter was 12c stamp. A 10c tax on 
tickets made total 22c. Show can 
be seen in theatre for 25c before 
6 p.m. each day. 








Theatre Exec 
Wants to Keep 


War Off Screen 








MPLS, EMPHATIC 
IT WANTS LAFES 


Others Feel Cycle of Martial 
Films Will Be Boxoffice— 





Rushing "Em Out, New! 





Minneapolis, May 28. 

Film houses here are dating com- 
edies as fast and furiously as they 
are able to do so. In its present 
mood and temper, the entertain- 
fnent-seeking public apparently want 
to forget their fears and worries and 
seek laugh-provoking offerings, ac- 
cording to exhibitors. 

In recent weeks the best boxoffice 
performers in the loop first-run 
houses, too, have been comedies. 
‘My Favorite Wife,” at the State last 
week, for example, did a particu- 
larly bangup business, giving the 


house one of its best grosses for a'! 





Y PICTURES? 





RKO's Boy Wonder, Orson Welles, 
Tells Conventioneers How and Why 





4 


-Won’t Know Her 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Dorothy Lamour’s old reliable 
sarong gets a vacation in her 





‘The Road to Zanzibar’ and one 
other, still untitled. 


Loew's, N. Y. Fair, 
Also Hotels, Ally 
In Cheer-Up Bally 


Convinced that show business and 











long time, running neck and neck) 2! other business is being done ir- 


with the sombre ‘Rebecca.’ 


Others Teparable damage by the present 


that have delivered in the face of  Pervading gloom because of the war, 








Beaming, buoyant, beardless and 
full of plans, Hollywood's self-ac- 
knowledged No. 1 wonder boy ap- 
peared in New York Monday (27) to 
make his apologies to RKO conven- 
tionites for seven pictureless months, 


comer to the field of providing story,| mail stampede recently when he and Old next three pictures at Para- |Orson Welles explained how come 
writers, producer, director and tal- offered 50 tickets to Alice Faye’s a mount. he’s been in Hollywood since last 
ent, all neatly bound up ina single ‘Lillian Russell’ film opening at Script calls for conventional October without even a foot, of 
contract, is the Feldman-Blum office,| a local theatre. By the end of PARTISAN FEELING clothes in ‘Moon Over Burma,’ |<noiled negative to his credit—and 


promised three pictures for next 
year. 

Sales talk as Welles put it on—and 
Mr. Welles can put it on—was re- 
ceived with a ‘ya gotta show us’ air, 
although the boys were pretty well 
convinced when Orson promised to 
get his first picture under way in 
three to four weeks. Film will be 
‘Citizen Kane.’ It was announced 
in the RKO book as ‘John Citizen, 
U.S.A.’; but Kid Welles kayoed that 
title as an ‘interoffice dream.’ 

Official list schedules the Welles 
unit for two pictures, with the sec- 
ond still undecided. Welles tilted the 


(Continued on page 55) 


MAXWELL-MGM 








cee we ceniiar Geeks. Wi -mnee bad conditions include ‘My Girl Fri-| Loew's theatre circuit, through 
» JyProduction on the upgrade, this type day,’ ‘Too Many Husbands,’ ‘Buck| 9scar Dob, publicity-ad__ chief, 
of deal is seen as advantageous to Benny Rides Again’ and ‘Saps at Started a ‘cheer-up’ campaign this 
both producers and major studios Kansas City, Mo Sea.’ week. Support of newspaper edi- 
and is envisaged by the agencies as; __. y a7, Of recent holdovers, three out of | tors, business organizations and clubs 
means of taking in an extra big) Pditor, Vastery: four have been comedies. The one| is being sought to dispel present 
mouthful of commish at one bite. Your lead story in last week's ‘eniiinas : 55) gloom which has hit the boxoffice 

Variety (May 22) anent producers’ ontinued on page so badly in the last 19 days. ‘i — _ - ‘ 

toying. with stories dealing with Drive obtained a running start in F claps wtecad 0 od — 

‘ various phases of the war only serves New York City when Ben Serko- ere is reporte a con rong o — 

to strengthen the belief of exhibitors Mayo Fights Goldwyn wich, Capitol theatre advertising- 00 a. ie” a ory: eg etro 

that Hollywood is growing more and Ton» publicity chief, sought the coopera- m4 e fa ; yay gg _—. 

more out of touch with the enter- Exile Order to Make tion of the Broadway Association, = peice $21, RoPigos nd bond 

| tainment needs which it is supposed ° Hotel Men’s Assn. and the N. Y, |520W fas been war es ° 

to serve. Picture in En | d World’s Fair. Leo Casey, exposi- ny and oe oe year gh 

The air is full of war, the news- g an tion’s br gad wr og dlready has ya nO DE OUEEHES HR INE SS 

papers are full of war, the public - |¥esponded by saying he will assist a . 
‘ talks nothing but war, and if the Hollywood, May 28. in every reasonable manner. Fair Pe page Rad, Pid give 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Hormel Packing Co. (Spam ham) 
has contracted Burns and Allen to 
do an evening show next season. Ac- 
count will drop its afternoon show, 
‘It Happened in Hollywood.’ BBD&O 
agency is now negotiating with both 
and NBC for a spot, and the indica- 
tions are that it will be the Satur- 











screen is to be filled with the sort | 


(Continued on page 53) 


RITCHIE’S INDIE 
PRODUCTION UNIT 








Robert Ritchie, in production in 














Archie Mayo, who is constructed | 


on the rotund lines of a battleship, 
has no desire to become the target 
of a bombing attack, so he has filed 
a suit in superior court to determine 
whether his boss, Samuel Goldwyn, 
has a legal right to send him to 
England to direct a picture. 

Mayo has a contract, according to 








also has been hard hit by the dis- 
traction of war news. 


ROCHESTER SET FOR 2 
WEEKS AT N.Y. PAR 

















Hornblow Held at Par 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Paramount handed a new contract 
to Arthur Hornblow, Jr., after five 
years on the lot as producer. 
His current release is ‘The Ghost 
Breakers.’ 























Soy aetna amma 
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day 8-8:30 p.m. period on the red his plea, calling for two directorial| Eddie (Rochester) Anderson has 
network. England for Metro, prior to the out-| jobs a year, at $75,000 each, with | been set for two weeks at the Para- 
Deal is also being worked out to; break of war, is on the Coast to|a time proviso of 32 weeks per year, | mount, New York, starting June 19. 
absorb some of the ‘Hollywood’ show* work out plans for producing on his | plus $4,687.50 for every overtime | He'll be free from radio then, Jack 
talent in the Burns and Allen setup.| own in this country. w:ek. The contract, he declares, | Benny’s air program starting a sum- RI, 
Latter wash up their Hinds deal Ritchie had been in New York!runs into 1942. mer vacash around the same time. Trade Mark Registered 
June 26. since early last fall working on Goldwyn, asserts Mayo in his suit,| On the same bill will be Red Skel- ||| -ounpED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Hormel’s shouldering of a talent! plans for release, financing the pro- | requested him to alter the contract | ton, who played the house for a run Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 
obligation such as B & A marks one | duction. to one calling for three pictures per | of six weeks only recently. Band Sid Silverman, President 
of the swiftest rises of an advertiser 42-week year during the balance | will be that of the McFarland Twins, 156 ‘Wont 66th Seget. Row Fore, M. 5- 
in radio in recent years. After some of the term. The alternative, Mayo | unknown outfit in Broadway stage SUBSCRIPTION 
experimenting with spot broadcast- Ameche Challen es 20th charges, is an ‘exile’ as director of |show houses. It’s now on a long Annual....... $10 .Foreign...... _.$11 
ae _ meat packer took a flier with g a picture in the war zone. | stand at Blue Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. | |} Sims!@_Coples..----++-+++-+- - oe 
e daytime show on CBS April 3, . ? S *s| The suit further states that a trip | 
~ so that within a year and a half Loanout in Par S ut to England under current conditions | : Vol. 138 i <-s No, 12 
ormel will have, it is estimated, would entail risks, privations and | . 5 
ted its radio bill by 500%. Los Angeles, May 28. food restrictions not contemplated | Tony Martin S 4 Week INDEX 
Don Ameche denied the right of | at the time the original contract was ° ° ° ; 
’ 20th-Fox to loan him to Paramount | signed. Run In Nitery Pre-Pix Band Reviews.........++-+. 40 
THURBER-NABOKOFF’S for ‘The Night of Jan. 16° in his | wie BE a hieacetcoate 48 
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James Thurber and Nicholas Nabo- | refusal to play in the picture. ruary, upping from $2,000 to $2,500. Film Reviews.............. 14 
koft will collaborate on a ballet,| Under a verbal agreement with | —— Martin then stays away from the FOrum ......55.eeeeseeeeeee 55 
‘darsgad Flower,’ based on the | 20th-Fox, Ameche claims, he has the | Holly wood, May 28. | east for a year under Metro con- ||) House Reviews-............ 46 
. S picture book of that name. | right to approve the script on loan-| Bruce Cabot inked a loophole tract, starting immediately in a new nara ee 50 
it has an anti-war theme. Will be/out roles. Another defense con- contract for five weeks of strawhat’ musical with Judy Garland, Eleanor | eee meme ePOR ES OOH eH 48% 
Produced by the Monte Carlo Ballet|tained in his answer is that he | drama, with a proviso that he may powell and Phil Silvers, latter the ||| I™side—Music .............. 44 
une When the troupe returns for | offered to report for work in the hop back to Hollywood for a picture ex-buslesque comedian making his ||| Inside—Radio .............. 39 
ts fall season after its current South | picture March 4 and March 6, after any time a studio calls. Pact calls tm debut. a 52 
merican tour, his refusal on Feb. 16. At that time, | for three weeks in ‘One Sunday OF 49 
Work will be Thurber’s first for | hc contends, Paramount could have | Afternoon’ and two in ‘Idiot’s De-| Legitimate .....-...-++++++ 
ballet, He will write the book. He’s! produced the film without incurring | light’ on the New England summer GISH-PITTS COMEDY TEAM | ey reer ere eer 40 
an anor with Elliott Nugent of | the losses claimed in its suit. circuit. Poth New 1 ee eer 47 
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Banks Tightening Purse-Strings 


On Indies as Foreign B.O. Dips 








Hollywood's trend to independent 
production units, which has plunged 
ghead with increasing momentum 
during recent months, is going to 
come to an abrupt halt next season 
if foreign markets remain off, ac- 


cording to New York financial cir- 
cles. Old established producing 
units, as well as the new ones, will 
be affected, it is said. Extent will 
vary in direct proportion to how 
badly the European conflict hits 
grasses. | 

| 





Financing factor is, of course, back 
af the threatened stoppage. Banks 
are wary, at best, of indies who can 
put up no collateral but their pic- 
tures. Without studios or equipment 
to secure the loans, such producers 
are looked upon by the banks. as 
dubious risks in view of the small 
chance of getting any foreign reve- 
nue from product. 


Major studios are not faced with 
the problem soa directly because they 
do little borrowing from banks and 
none of it is on a per-picture basis. 
They. have sufficient funds coming in 
from product in release to finance 
new production. Those which have 
to go to the banks can do so on their 
standing alone, besides having plenty 
of property and other assets on which 
a levy can be placed in case of de- 
fault. 

Nevertheless, the loss of 30-40% 
of their markets is of prime impor- 
tance to the majors. There have been 
few cuts as yet, however, to com- 
pensate for this. Experiencer finan- 
cial circles are of the viewpoint 
that the slash will be felt in earn- 
ings of the companies first, followed 


Distress? 





Hollywood, May 28. 

For four days Old Glory has 
been flying over the Paramount 
studios upside down, which to 
mariners means distress. 

Front office check disclosed the 
flag adjutant to be a Japanese 
janitor. He begged off with 
‘Sorry, please,’ and said he didn’t 
_know any different. 


March’s $2,000,902 
U.S. Amus. Taxes 
Indicate Upping Biz 


Washington, May 28. 
In comparison with past years, the 











' amusement business through March 


continued to enjoy better times. Re- 
turns from the Treasury Department 
show the third successive gain over 
1939 and previous annums. 

The tax-grabber last month raked 
in $2,000,902. This was the second 
time this year that the haul has 
topped $2,000,000 and the third time 
in 16 months. Cumulative effect of 
the hypo is that the Treasury at the 
end of four months is $1,672,152, 
ahead of last year and more than | 


same portion of 1938, which was the 
record-breaker since the levy was 
stiffened. 

The April collections were $616,181 
over the amount forked over in the 
identical frame of 1939. This was the 
second biggest jump from one year 





by. cuts in wages. and other expenses 
which have already started. Final | 
result is. foreseen in fewer pictures ; 
being made and costs per picture | 
brought down if a continuation of | 
earnings, considerably below present | 
levels, eventuates. 

What puts the indie in such bad 
shape is the necessity of going to the | 
bank for financing of each picture 
or small group of pictures. When 
there’s faith'in an individual, the 
moneybags will be opened entirely 


on the prospective income from the | 


film about to be made. Generally, 
however, the bank considers its best 
asset to be the residual income pour- 
ing in from the producer's pictures 
which are currently in_ release. 
Banker takes the size of-this back- 
log over and above outstanding debt 
as the basis for making new loans. 


Ceast’s Indie Setups 
Hollywood, May 28. 


New film production company 
formed by Arthur Hutchinson, pro- 
ducer of the stage play ‘Oscar Wilde,’ 
has.Jined up ‘Burro Alley’ as his. first 
screen job. Arthur Ripley is slated 
to direct the picture, written by Ed- 
win Corle. Negotiations for release 
are under way. 

Century Productions, new indie 
company, closed a deal to star Claire 
Trevor in ‘The Silver Queen’ for 
Paramount release, under direction 
of Allan Dwan. Shooting is sched- 
uled to start in August. 





to the next, while the present scale 
has been in effect. The April col- 
lections indicated, however, that the 
rate of improvement is slowing down, 
since the total was $390,029 under 
March collections. 

For the first four months, the Gov- 
ernment’s cut was $7,731,130. This 
compares with $6,058,978 for the 
January-April period of 1939 and 
$6,327,647 in 1938. ‘ 

These figures, of course, embrace 
all amusements (sports, etc.), and no 
breakdown as to pictures, indoor 
show biz, is indicated. 





Miriam Howell Ex-Hayward 

Miriam Howell, who handles sales 
|' of film rights to literary material 
for the Leland Hayward agency in 
New York, is resigning at the end 
of this week. 

Plans for the future still indefi- 
| nite. 


| Not So Lone Now 
Hollywood, May 28. 

| Population of Lone Pine, Cal., is 
| temporarily doubled by two film 
troupes working on ‘Brigham Young’ 
| 


and ‘Ghost of the Cisco Kid’ for 20th-. 


| Fox. 

| Company is feeding and housing 
620. 

} 


IMPORTANT LA. 
USE TAX’ 
STANDS 


Washington, May 28. 
| Film houses are subject to the 
Louisiana state ‘use tax’ following 
U. S. supreme court refusal Mon- 
| day (27) to review litigation un- 


favorable to the Saenger circuit. 
| Well-known southern string of 
houses lost the final round when the 
appeal from a decision of the Loui- 
‘Siana supreme court was dismissed 
;on motion of the state authorities. 
i|Squabble involved trifling sum— 
' $62.26 paid for rentals in July, 1938 
'—but a very-important principle 
, that has been invoked by several 
other states in frantic search for 
revenues. 

| Challenging the validity of the 
state law, Saenger attorneys held 
that the money was not paid for the 








{ 


$1,400,000 above the total for the US¢ Of prints but for a limited li- 


/cense to use the copyright. Nothing 
tangible was involved in the trans- 
actions, upon which the 1% tax was 
‘levied and paid under protest, pe- 
‘tition asserted. The trial court 
|agreed, but the ruling was reversed. 
| Saenger told the U. S. tribunal un- 
‘successfully that the use of prints 
‘was incidental, the tax was unfar 
'because it already had been paid (at 
|higher rates) in California, that the 
‘impost is a burden on_ interstate 
commerce and the law violates the 
'Federal copyright statute. 

| Motion to dismiss the appeal, 
'which was granted without com- 
ment, was based on contention that 
‘no federal question’ was _ pre- 
sented. ° 


| Bois Through Wringer 
Los Angeles, May 28. 


Curt Bois, listed as a producer 
,and film actor, filed a bankruptcy 
i petition, recording $13,446, plus an 
|undetermined amount in taxes, as 
liabilities. 

| Assets are $1,510, of which $1,250 
are claimed exempt. 


‘ 
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AFL-CIO Unions Underwriting B.0. 
Of ‘Gompers’ Pic; Adler in Title Role 





American Pictures Corp., recently- 
organized producing outfit, begins 
shooting next week on its initial 
film, ‘Samuel Gompers,’ at the East- 


ern Service Studios in Astoria, L. I. 
| Luther Adler, Ruth Gordon and 








Tom Walker May Return {titner “acter, Ruth’ Gordon a 
1 wi 2 starred. 1c- 
To Bank of America, L. ; mae will a, the first made in the 


ieast this season and the first since 
| Mayor LaGuardia inaugurated his 
Tom Walker, who was succeeded! drive for New York production, al- 


as New York representative of Hal | F ; : 
mental in the choice of location. 

Roach by Ed Peskay last week, may|  FiJm is being made in a tieup with 
rejoin the staff of the Bank of Amer-|the American Federation of Labor, 
ica in Los Angeles, it is understood.|of which Gompers was for many 
Walker was assistant to A. H. Gi-| years the leader. Result is there has 
annini at the bank for many years, already been such an overwhelming 
resigning to move over to United|demand from union groups for 
Artists when Dr. Giannini assumed| tickets to see the picture that all 
the top post of the company several/ thought of releasing it through one 
years ago. He had been with Roach| of the majors or any other outside 
about 18 months. source has been abandoned, accord- 
; Peskay, former v.p. of Grand Na-| ing to Julius Levine, prez of Amer- 
tional, g.m. of Skouras Theatres and| ican Pictures. 

g.m. of Warner Bros, theatres, will 
carry the title ‘general representa- 
tive’ instead of ‘eastern representa- 
tive’ which the job carried hereto- 
fore and will do considerable more| whose unemployment funds 
traveling around the country and to! charities will benefit to the tune of 
the Coast. 10% of the gross. Idea is that the 
Plasterers Union will buy 


will roadshow it throughout the 








CHILLER FROM MOSS 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Albert Dekker and Ellen Drew 
co-star in ‘The Avenging Brain,’ the 
néxt production chore from Jack 
Moss at Paramount. 

Chiller will be directed by Stuart 
Heisler. 


is also cooperating, as Gompers, 
ers, died in 1924, long before the 
split between the two groups. 
Response to the Gompers film has 
‘been so good, Levine said, it has 





|though Hizzoner was not instru- | 


Levine said his own organization 


country at $1 a head, with tickets | 
sold principally through the AFL, | 
and , 


up the | 
tickets for a three-day stretch, the | 
IATSE for a week, the Steamfitters | 
for another two days, and so on. CIO | 


foremost of all American labor lead- | 


tbeen decided to extend the com- 
| pany’s plan to make three pictures 
| the first year to four or perhaps five 
| pictures. While the initialer will be 
budgeted at around $350,000, the sec- 
; ond will be a Technicolor musical to 
| cost well over $750,000, Levine said. 
| Third will be another in the outfit’s 
|‘Great Americans’ series. Each of 
| the films will have a tieup with some 
organization or body to pre-sell it, it 
| was stated. 

Future pictures requiring exten- 
sive sets and technical equipment 
will probably be made on the Coast. 
| Story and screenplay on ‘Gompers’ 
| were prepared by Geza Herczeg, 

1938 Academy award winner for 

| ‘Emile Zola. Hercezeg is also doing 
| the script for the musical. Adler, 
|Rains and Miss Gordon are under 
;one-picture contract with options 
| for three more, 


Big Guns Rock H'wood Resters; M-G, 
20th Drop 250 in Attack on Payroll 


Musn’t Get Upset 














Hollywood, May 28. 
Gunfire 6,000 miles away is case 
ing heavy casualties among Ho)ly. 
wood payrolls. Major studios sre 


crashing down on all departments 
and knocking off all unnecessary ex. 
penses to make up for the shorizge 
of revenues from the war sectors. 


At Metro the axe fell on 156 pay. 
rollees in one week, with more lop- 
ping predicted. The economic r:zor 
is shaving so closely that salaried 
employees working on a five-duy- 
week basis are taking their regular 
day off on May 30, without pay, 
Memorial Day is not only a national 
but a financial holiday in Culver 
City. Up to this time, the workers 
in the five-day class have been 
using it as their regular day off and 
drawing salary checks on # six-day 
basis. 

Another Metro retrenchment item 
is the shelving on plans te muke 


Pa. Court Promises 
id ‘The Life of Captain Cook’ in Tech- 
Speedy Decision In nicolor. James A. FitzPatrick, 


‘ : e, | Traveltalk producer, and a produc- 
Goldwyn S$ UA Suit tion crew were slated to take off for 
a month in Hawaii, but the tour was 
halted at the last moment pending 
future business developments. 
At. 20th-Fox it was estimated that 
the cut would affect about 100, 
chiefly in the lower brackets, but it 





Hollywood, May 28. 
News from Europe is sa dis- 
concerting to the film art that 
major studios are prohibiting the 
use of radio sets on their lots. 
Metro was the first to discover 
that its players could not con- 
centrate on their work after 
listening to troublous tidings 
over the receivers in their dress- 
ing rooms. 20th-Fox was the next 
to silence the airwaves and the 
rest are following their lead. 
Directors found that stars 
could not keep their minds on 
romantie scenes while worrying 
about broadcasts from overseas, 
Hereafter only. the top execs will 
be allowed to listen in. 
oe 











Philadelphia, May 28. 
The three-man U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals on Wednesday (22) prom- 
ised a speedy decision in the case of 


Samuel Goldwyn seeking reversal of 
a Federal court ruling which dis- 
missed his suit for cancellation of his 


is understood that at least three 
high-salaried producers will be 
turned loose when they wind up 


United Artists distribution contract 
In an eight-hour session the three 
jurists—John Biggs. Jr., Albert B. 
Maris and William Clark—heard the 
high-powered counsel for UA and 
Goldwyn wrangle over the techni- 
calities which caused the lower court 
to refuse to take jurisdiction in the 
case. 

Former U. S. Senator George 
Wharton Pepper, UA attorney, con- 
tended that the Federal court was 
right in dismissing the proceedings 
on the ground that Goldwyn had 
failed to make the late Douglas Fair- 
banks and. Alexander Korda co-de- 
fendants since they were ‘necessary 
and indispensable parties to the suit.’ 
(Goldwyn based his demand that his 
agreement with UA be ended on the 
grounds that UA had committed a 
breach of contract by consenting to 
the formation of separate producing 
companies by Karda and Fairbanks.) 

Max D. Steuer, Goldwyn’s counsel, 
contended that he had no case against 
Korda or Fairbanks and that it wasn’t 
‘feasible’ to include them in the ac- 
tion. Steuer, however, revealed that 
Goldwyn had instituted a new suit 
in New York against UA including 
Korda among the defendants. 

In asking a speedy ruling, Steuer 
pointed out that his client (Gold- 
wyn) had $10,000,000 tied up in the 
film business, He hinted that should 
Goldwyn be released from his UA 
contract, he would or could become 
connected with Paramount. 


their current assignments. Mean- 
while the studio intends to miintain 
the customary number of pictures 
unless conditions change for the 
worse, 

Reorganization of publicity depart- 
ments is threatened on practically 
}all the: major lots, with the axe 
|hanging over many _ job-holders 
within the next week. Firsi to go 
in the general shakeup was Arthur 
W. Eddy, who left Warners after 
thtee years as trade paper contact. 
Others are slated to move out un- 
der S. Charles Einfeld’s plan tc em- 
phasize exploitation over flackerv. 

Bi’ Blowitz, Al Sellers and three 
seercearies were dropped from the 
Metro press agent department. Perry 
Lieber, publicity chief at the RKO 
studio, is in New York huddling with 
his home office boss, S. Barret Mc- 
Cormick, ®ver changes in the Holly- 
wood personnel. Charles E. Mc- 
Carthy is in town from New York 
for conferences with Harry Brand on 
the publicity lineup at 20th-Fox. 
The feeling in the other Hollywood 
flackeries is one of general unrest. 


Tim Holt Vice O’Brien 
For RKO Mustang Pix 


George O’Brien, after «& iJjoang 
stretch on the RKO lot as star of six 
westerns a year, is checking out. 
Tim Holt, son of the vet film star, 
will be introduced in a new series 
of six horse epics as O'Brien's suc- 
cessor, 

Departure of O'Brien is indi- 
cated in failure to include him in the 
announcement of next season's pro- 
duct made at RKO’s sales conven- 
tion in New York Monday (27). Holt 











‘Profile of Man Drawing 
Pay Without Working 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Adolphe Menjou collected his sal- 
lary for the lead role in ‘The Great 
| Profile’ at 20th-Fox without doing a 





Whitley 


day’s work. 

Originally signed to play the John 
Barrymore part, Menjou was dis- 
| placed when Barrymore himself be- 
i|came available. With no other suit- 
lable picture in readiness, the studio 
paid off. 
} 








BREATHER FOR L. & A. 

Hollywood, May 28. 
} Second,Lum and Abner picture by 
|Voco Productions for RKO release 
goes into production in August on 
the RKO-Pathe lot. 

First of the series, just completed, 
is ‘Dreaming Out Loud.’ 








Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
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will be supported by Ray 
and his cowboy band. 





Tierney’s Appendicitis 
Attack Holds Him in N.Y. 


Departure of Harry Tierney for 
the Coast, scheduled for this week, 
has been delayed by an attack of 


'‘appendicitis. Composer was tc leave 


New York for Hollywood on «= Geal 
with Metro to adapt the score of 
‘Rio Rita,’ which he wrote. for @ 
film co-starring Jeanette MacDonald 
and Nelson Eddy. 

Tierney, who also cleffed the score 
for ‘Irene’ back in 1919 and adapted 
it for RKO’s recent film version, was 
stricken with the appendix «attack 
after attending a cocktail party at 
the Music Hall, N. Y., fer Anna 
Neagle, star of the film, last Thurs- 
day( 23). He was operated con the 
following day. 

Composer, who also did the musi¢ 
for ‘Kid Boots,’ ‘Up She Goes’ and 
a number of Ziegfeld ‘Follies.’ hes 
partially ready a musical treatment 
of ‘Beau: Brummel’ for Broadway 
production. Also has hopes of pet 
dling it to films. In addition, he has 
virtually completed an  cperetta 


‘Omar Khayyam,’ which he is hold 
ing for presentation at a ‘ps opitious 
time’. 
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REVAMP'-EXnIBS 


Theatre Men View War’s In- 

~ yoads More of a Produc- 
tion Problem Than With 
Cinemas—See This as an 
Opportunity to Reorganize 
General Setup ; 








B.O. DIP NOT TOO BAD 





Production was never handed a 
more golden opportunity than right 
now to put its house in order by 
adjusting studio operation and costs 
+9 a more economically sound level. 
This is the opinion expressed in the- 
atre operating circles where, in spite 
of grosses being off, the tendency is 
to feel that the war and contributing 
causes are much more a production 
than an exhibition problem. 

Although it is pointed out that 
fixed studio charges, such as union 
help, are difficult to adjust, this is 
the first time that the production 
departments have every excuse to 
try to get these costs down, along 
with all others. 

While theatre’ receipts have 
dropped since Hitler’s big push 
across the western front started 
three weeks ago, this may be tem- 
porary. On the other ‘hand, the 
losses of foreign rentals sustained by 
the producer-distributor because of 
war are cause for far greater alarm. 

Theatre operating opinion is that 
while the situation looks unpromis- 
ing now, a war boom in this country 
and more work, relieving unemploy- 
ment, could substantially help at the 
boxoffice. However, while this would 
redound to the distributor, the lat- 
ter still may have to waite long time 
to get back to normal so far as rental 
returns from foreign markets are 
concerned, 

5-10% Boxoffice Dips 


The decline in theatre grosses 
averages from five to 10% for the 
whole country. Some sections are 
more affected than others, with 
operators sensing that there seems 
to be less panic in the hinterland 
over the war scare and develop- 
ments abroad than in the larger cen- 
ters, such as New York and other 
coastline cities. ‘ 

A belated spring and considerable 
coolish weather throughout the 
country, accompanied by more than 
the normal amount of rainfall, has 
helped keep the situation from be- 
coming alarming thus far. Better 
than average quality of product is 
also holding grosses from dropping 
further and operators, scanning 1940- 
41 product on paper, size it up as 
ooking very promising. 

Although product and less unem- 
Ployment may help fortify the the- 


. atres from now on, the stagnancy of 


business generally in all fields gave 
rise to some concern. Manufacturing 
and retail fields have taken a bad 
licking this spring, while since the 
war the situation has become much 
more critical. Understood that many 
orders which were placed with man- 
ufacturers months ago are being 
Cancelled and large stores, in the 
higher-priced as well as cheaper 
Classes, are cutting departments as 
Well as salaries. 

Experiences of operators are that 
nO particular grades of theatres is 
Suffering the most. The larger houses 
getting higher admissions are feeling 
the present pinch to no greater de- 
Sree than the cheaper-scaled the- 
atres. Any severe pinch by the war 
and conditions in this country may 

(Continued on page 18) 





Tears in Her Song 


: Los Angeles, May 28. 
Roxie Parsons, writer, filed a 
Piracy suit for $150,000 against Metro 
Q superior court over the picture, 
oroughbreds Don’t Cry.’ 
Plaintiff charges the picture was 





Tough,’ 











WOOD NEEDS | 


NEW SALES SYSTEM FOR PIX 


THE SCREEN’S AMERICAN WAY |Wip MAY FORCE 





American military preparedness program as 
outlined by President Roosevelt in his fireside 
radio speech on Sunday (26) immediately chal- 
lenges the film industry to step forward, united 
by the bond of public responsibility, and place 
itself at the top of the list of volunteer effort in 
an emergency demanding instant action. 

Because one of the most earnest passages in 
the President’s speech dealt with the national 
essentials of faith and belief in the American 
ideals of liberty. He said: 

‘Today's threat to our national security is 
not a matter of military weapons alone. We 
know of new methods of attack. The Trojan 
Horse. The Fifth Column that betrays a na- 
tion unprepared for treachery, saboteurs and 
traitors are the actors in this new strategy. 
With all these we must deal vigorously.’ 


In another place he spoke of ‘a new tech- 
nique’ for weakening a nation, the spreading 
of discord and dissension, by exploiting sec- 
tional, racial or political prejudices, through 
false slogans and emotional appeals. By such 
tactics, he said, ‘foreign agents’ cause sound 
national policies to be regarded with unreason- 
ing skepticism. He added: 

‘As a result of these new techniques, arma- 
ment programs may be dangerously delayed. 
Singleness of national purpose may be under- 
mined. Men can lose confidence in each other 
and, therefore, in the efficiency of their own 
united action. Faith and courage yield to doubt 
and fear. ‘The unity of the state is so sapped 
that its strength is destroyed.’ 


Brightest and most commendable record in 
the history of the American film industry are 
the accomplishments in public service which 
have been performed willingly and enthusias- 
tically by showmen in every national crisis. 
And the belief is growing daily throughout the 
country that another period of national emer- 
gency faces the country—an enemy lurking 
within the national’ consciousness; a subtle 
destroyer of belief in American institutions and 
principles, 





‘All this is no idle dream,’ the President 
states. ‘It has happened time after time, in 
nation after nation, during the last two years. 


Fortunately, American men and women are not 

easy dupes. Campaigns of group hatred or 

class struggle have never made much headway 

on and are not making much headway 

now. But new forces are being unleashed, de- = . 
liberately planned secnameitan to divide and |Group-Merchandising of Lim- 
weaken us in the face of danger as other na-| ited Blocks Is One Poten- 
tions have been weakened before. These di- tiality—Thus Not Too Far 
viding forces are undiluted poison. They must} jin Advance of European 
not be allowed to spread in the New World as Seve t 

they have in the Old. Our moral and mental ee 
defenses must be raised as never before against 
those who would cast a smokescreen across our 
Vision, 








BUDGETS READJUSTED 





a eng ' . | The war, al ’ 
That the film industry, or at least its major |jcan guiuutaee’Ul o take ais 


companies, faces the ordeal of a Government |position, may force an overnight 
anti-trust action, that restrictive and annoying |change in selling, it is feared in vari- 
legislation is pending in Congress and legisla- ]°US_ distributor circles, With it, 
tures, that much discord on matters of trade |S°U"C¢S 244, could come the sudden 


~ioet Mag aa : end of double-billing in this country, 
policies is rampant within the industry, should] jy, may pe that oe aldiniaas. 


not dampen the inherent patriotic spirit of the |distributor would shift from selling 
picture business, and the men and women who [an entire year’s output and turn to 
work in it, to rise to its current opportunity for |$"0UP merchandising, taking con- 
public pm - tracts on a specified block of pic- 
° tures at a time; thus not being too 

far in advance of conditions, devel- 
It is unnecessary to chart the course of ac- | opments, the war itself, etc. In such 
tion in detail. Showmen are executives of |" event no doubt the studios would 


baie aaehl . schedule such groups as they go 
mogintin ad ence capable an 30° ay tou lag nt 
: } ° the future. This would enable a 
attack against those who would inspire fear | closer guide as to what steps to con- 
instead of courage, discord in place of har-|tinue or in what way production as 
mony, doubt as a substitute for faith, and in-| Well as selling might have to be 


b F changed. Meantime i 
ternal strife instead of accord. are oad aueue ur oe 


enue ; grams as announced; regardless of 
The screens of the nation cry for the right | what could come later. 
messages. Audiences which daily number into| Distributors do not know at this 
the millions await truth and high-minded lead- | critical stage of the game in just 
pote | what way the course pursued in 
ship. marketing film might be changed, but 
, as a beginning would come a quick 
There never before in the short span of films | reduction in the number of pictures 
as an art medium of expression existed an op- 4 ag hors ag By rye ore 
poo rhe ‘age ep steas .| it is believed. With such steps suds 
Lape sage - eae in its Sag epee a denly taken, theatres would be auto- 
pu yilc service as t 4 current crisis nas opene matically forced out of dual-billing 
up. because of inability to get sufficient 
4 product to continue pairing ’em up. 
The President has crystallized the problem.| Because of the highly speculative 
outcome of the present war and the 


. a ° immediate future of the picture busi- 
The film industry will not shirk from its| ness distrib representatives are not 


chance to aid immeasurably in the strengthen- | desirous of being quoted as to the 
ing of national morale, theories concerning any changes in 

















Duals On Way 


Out, Freeman 





Double Entendre! 





With the advantages of speak- 
ing French for travel abroad no 
longer a valid advertising point, 
Berlitz School of Language in 
New York has hit on a new sales 


idea. 
Tells Par Cony It advertises, ‘Enjoy the un- 
a translatable thrills of ‘Claudine,’ 
‘Harvest’ and other French films. 
Join a Berlitz French class!’ 





selling for 1940-41 while in mid- 
stream, 

| Other Possibilities 
ayer 0 WY | Because of the war, the greatly up- 
9 ? set world market and the uncertain- 
ties at home, certain pictures might 
have to be postponed, budgets ad- 
lm rg ac justed, personnel problems met, etc. 
Question of whether cheaper pic- 
|tures would accompany a sudden 


| 
|switch in sales policies or whether 
| es 0as jan overnight reduction in programs 
{would result in more money for 
{fewer pictures, is something that 


would have to be decided as the va- 











Los Angeles, May 28. 


abarly death ot dual feature pro’) LEQ McCAREY DICKERS 
ROACH AND UA DEALS He arrived Wednesday night and would spend no less on product, 


shortage brought about by war con- 
ditions, was voiced at Paramount’s 
annual sales convention, which 
wound up a three-day session at the 


Ambassador hotel Sunday (26). Cur-| 1° McCarey 





Louis B. Mayer was in and out |rious companies take means to meet 


a -.. |the situation as arising. There is 
of New York fast, on a two-day visit, | 7. belief that, in view of the criti- 


to testify in a Government tax quiz. |.) conditions at hand, distributors 


| maybe more, but importantly reduce 
'the number furnished the market so 
that much additional playing time 


left Friday (24). 


in the unusual Sam Goldwyn returns later this 





made from her own story, ‘Singing | 


tailed output of the majors, Freeman 
stated, will put an immediate end 
to the continued showing of two 
major features on a single program. 

Greater effort must be exercised 
by production, distribution and ex- 
hibition to meet changing times, stu- 
dio production chief stated. All stu- 
dios will make fewer pictures dur- 
ing the coming year, he said, but 
there will be just as many good pic- 
tures. ‘They simply will not be 
available to exhibitors for double- 
billing,’ he concluded. 





46-50 Pix by Paramount 
Budgeted at $25,000,000 


With Barney Balaban announcing 
that Paramount will abandon ‘B’ 
production starting May 31, company 


to cover. 


| 








| 


position of negotiating possible pro- 
ducer deals with both United Artists 
and one of its indie film-makers. He’s 
confabbing not only for a distribu- 
tion arrangement with UA directly, 
but also to produce under the banner 
of Hal Roach, whose pictures are 
released by UA. 

Roach deal appears to be most 
likely. Pair have been in deep hud- 
dles for some time. Idea, it is pre- 
sumed, would be somewhat similar 
to the arrangement by which John 
Ford’s ‘The Long Voyage Home’ will 
be released to UA via Walter Wan- 
ger, who is participating in the fi- 
nancing, 





Bing’s Divot Swingers 


Hollywood, May 28. 
‘Swing With Bing,’ 12-minute 


as fixed for the current (1939-40) percentage. 


schedule of 52 features. 


Picture was produced by Herbert 


back in June to testify in the VU. S. 


musical he has a screen option. 


Universal, with Matty Fox, studio 
aide. A new house in Van Nuys has 
been completed and furnished by 
Mrs. Blumberg during the U exec’s 
absence east on sales convention and 
home-office parleys. Fox returns to 
N. Y. to summer in the east, while 
Blumberg is west. 

Another 








Woodruff’s 2d at RKO 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Frank Woodruff gets the director 


In reducing the program, Par will | Polesie during the annual golf tour-_ ing radio. 
spend approximately $100,000 more nament on the Crosby ranch in San 


(Continued on page 20) 


} 
‘ 


Diego County. 


producer returning to 
| Hollywood this week is Sol Lesser. | 
With his wife he departs Friday. 


is scheduling a program of 46 fea- | musical short, starring Bing Crosby | 
tures minimum and 50 maximum for |and a flock of professional golfers, | 
1940-41 and will budget $25,000,000 ‘goes into release through Universal, | 
This is the same amount , with Crosby getting a lump sum and | 
|assignment on RKO’s ‘Debutantes, 
Inc.,’ his second film job since leav- . 


| 
{ 


week after a month east. He's due) would be provided. 


Knocking out double bills would 


anti-trust case. Goldwyn stayed over!also increase the revenue, and, if 
to see ‘Louisiana Purchase’ again, | there should be a substantial cutting 
wherein his contractee, Zorina, is | of the number of films to be made 
featured, and on which Irving Berlin | during the coming year, hundreds of 


{dual houses would have no other 


Another film exec returning today alternative but to go back to single 
(Wed.) is Nate Blumberg, prez of | bills. Twin-billers, now playing three 


|changes weekly, require over 300 


| features yearly. Everyone of these 
cannot buy all the product, with re- 
sult even under the present system 
many in competitive spots have diffie 
culty filling out. 


It’s Dr. Partridge Now 


Bellamy Partridge, working on the 
|Paramount lot on the screenplay of 
\his best-seller, ‘Country Lawyer,’ 
| flew east over the weekend to ree 
ceive the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Letters at Hobart College, Ge- 
neva, N. Y. 

Writer planed in Sunday (26), 
| picked up the chunk of honor Mon- 











Kay Francis and James Ellison day and flew back to the Coast that 


| play the lead roles. 


inight. 
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Goldwyn’s Solo Westerner Deals, Plus es 


Satevepost Article, Further Point 
Up His Anti-Blockbooking Views 


By ABEL GREEN 

Most concrete indication of Sam 
Goldwyn’s ultimate peace with the 
United Artists management is the 
deal whereby his ‘Westerner’ film 
(Gary Cooper) will be sold, for Sep- 
tember release, separate and apart 
from the rest of the UA program. 
Goldwyn’s legal beef against UA 
over too many producers and pro- 
ductions gets back to the belief that 
this militates against the best mer- 
chandizing of his own and other 
quality pictures. 

Separate selling of ‘The Western- 
er’ is in line with Goldwyn’s cam- 
paign of recent weeks against block- 
booking, which, he states, not only 
nurtures, fosters and perpetuates one 
of the worst trade evils, but has 
been the direct cause of another pet 
Goldwynism—his campaign to elim- 
inate dual bills. 

On the theory one inspires the 
other, Goldwyn has been very out- 
spoken against both. As a Partheon 
shot, before returning to Hollywood 
this week, Goldwyn is taking his 
campaign out of the trade and di- 
rectly to the public, via a special 
story on anti-dualism which Joe 
Bryan III, associate Saturday Eve- 
ning Post editor, is turning out for 
immediate publication. Similar ar- 
ticle is also being prepared by the 
New York Times Sunday magazine 
section. 

The other means to possibly prove 
his point is the Dr. George Gallup 
poll on dualism which, Goldwyn 
hopes, will indicate that the public 
is tired of sitting through one poor 
picture in order to see a possibly 
good ‘A’ at the end of the evening, 
only to find it brings them home 
around midnight, and is such a time 
strain this factor has been one of 
the most direct contributions to the 
falling off of film business. 


Hollywood's Fault 


Goldwyn is propagating to all and 
sundry responsible execs within the 
industry that the solution lies not 
with the exhibitors, but right at the 
fountainhead in Hollywood. Let the 
producer stop grinding out celluloid 
by the mile, on the theory one pic- 
ture every week, 52 weeks a year, 
must be shipped to New York to feed 
yawning screens. Let them _ stop 
worrying that, if they don’t make 
the B’s, it will open up markets to 
independent and foreign producers. 

Goldwyn cites a legit hit like ‘Life 
With Father’ at the Empire, N. Y. 
He says two bad legits, if put into 
the Empire, on Broadway, couldn't 
draw them, whereas ‘Life’ has an 
advance sale far ahead. Why not 
the same thing for films? Extended 
runs, longer engagements. 

Never mind juggling admission 
prices. That’s suicidal, he thinks. 
Once in a while maybe a ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ might essay such 
extraordinary merchandising, re- 
stricting engagements for a year at 
an upped scale of 75c. to $1.10. But 
the idea that United Artists’ own 
*Rebecca,’ for example, gets 40c. in 
one engagement, and then along 
comes another picture and the ex- 
hibitor must drop back to his usual 
25¢e. or 30c. top, is foolish for both 
the theatre and the industry. 


Cites R. C. Music Hall 


But quality pix are something else 
again. Goldwyn states W. G. Van 
Schmus at Radio City Music Hall 
once figured on around 40 pictures a 
year. In recent seasons he has 
found 26 to 30 pictures all that’s nec- 
essary, or average fortnight’s en- 
gagement per quality film. Van 
Schmus now thinks that if quality is 
stepped up there’s no reason why 18 
or 20 films shouldn’t be enough every 
year, meaning an average of nearly 
three weeks per film. 

Goldwyn says he doesn’t know 
how his ‘The Westerner’ may go, but 
he’s certainly not going to have it 
sold en bloc, nor does he think it’s 
fair for any UA producer to permit 
his quality product to carry some 
weak sisters. Each UA producer 
must and should be concerned that 
his own individual film is sold indi- 
vidually. 

Goldwyn continues, ‘Everything in 
this life has changed, excepting the 
picture business. The world’s chang- 
ing; nationalistic ideologies are 

changing; Coast labor has changed. 
Even the film studios with their 
guilds and unions have brought that 
home. But nothing in film vroduc- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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A Private Dualer 





Samuel Goldwyn, who has re- 
eently become the leading pro- 
ducer exponent of single bills, 
attempts to see every picture 
turned out in Hollywood and 
for the purpose has a projec- 
tion room in his home. 

Each night after dinner he 
shows two features. 


--——— 


KOHLER OF KOHLER’S 
MEMORIAL THEATRE 


Milwaukee, May 28. 


Former Governor Walter J. Koh- 
ler, who died April 21, specified in 
his will, just filed for probate, that 
$250,000 of his multi-million-dollar 
estate be used for the erection of 
a theatre in the village of Kohler, 
Wis. as a memorial to his father 
and his brothers. Plans for the 
structure will be made as soon as 
possible. 

The Kohler fortune was made in 
the manufacture of plumbing fix- 
tures, 











Dickinson-Russell House 
Columbus, May 28. 


Construction scheduled to start 
June 1 on new east side nabe, owned 
by Hal Dickinson and operated by 
‘Pat’ Russell, formerly of the Colum- 
bia and Pythian theatres. House to 
have 1,000 seats on one floor, open- 
ing set tentatively for Thanksgiving. 
The theatre is to be first in Ohio 
with television provisions, booth and 
stage setup being such that quick 
changeover can be made, if and 
when, 





Indiana’s Ist Drive-In 
Indianapolis, May 28. 

The first drive-in theatre in the 
state will open early in June with 
Shorty Phillips to manage the house 
located more than six miles north 
of the downtown area. The build- 
ing is nearing completion, with 
ramps for ear parking, and a speaker 
for each auto. Theatre is located on 
highway 67 which is arterial road to 
Indianapolis from northeast. 


Office Workers’ Union 








Warning home office employees 
that ‘talk in the film industry about 
drastic salary cuts and layoffs has 
enough foundation to cause great 
concern,’ the American Federation 
of Office Employees, Local 20,940, 
on. Monday (27) began a drive for 
membership. . Starting with Warner 
Bros. that day, the campaign will 
be carried to the employees of all 
major film companies in New York. 
Office Employees union, signed up 
with only one company, Universal, is 
distributing a mimeographed appeal 
with an application blank for mem- 
bership attached. 


The handout states that the union 
is at present negotiating contracts 
with Warners covering the office 
employees of the company’s New 
York warehouse and the Albany ex- 
change. These negotiations were 
begun during the past week after 
the union had been certified in 
Washington as the bargaining agent 
to represent such workers. 


will open negotiations covering the 
Albany exchanges of Universal, Co- 
lumbia, Republic, RKO and 20th- 
Fox. 





One a Month for Rogers 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Joe Kane puts the spurs to ‘Ranger 
and the Lady’ at Republic June 4 as 
the first of four Roy Rogers westerns 
slated for completion in four months. 

Producer-director is hustling his 
schedule to make up for the time 
lost through the illness of Claire 
Trevor during the filming of ‘Dark 
Command’ at the same studio. Three 
other pictures in the sagebrush 
quartet are ‘Colorady,’ ‘Wild Bill 
‘Hickok’ and ‘Border Legion.’ 
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Starts Pix H. 0. Drive’ 


On June 1 the Office Employees | 


wa: 
Plans Stalled By War 


Aciual consummation of Univer- 
'sal’s contemplated recapitalization 
‘plan may be stalled temporarily by 
the European war. Not directly af- 
fected, but present intensified war- 
fare has hit the market so hard that 
‘any rearranging of stock or new 
issues would be difficult at this time. 
Nevertheless, several contemplated 
plans have been drawn up for con- 
sideration. First time that U direc- 
tors will have an opportunity to 
pass on suggested recap proposals 
will be June 6, but there is no in- 
dication that any action will be 
taken at that time. 

Present talks on recapitalization 
include merging of the two cor- 
porate setups, with Universal Corp., 
present holding company and Uni- 
versal Pictures, Inc., the operating 
corporation, combined into a single 
company. By doing this, a realign- 
ment of present stock shares will be 
necessary, because some presently 
represent the holding corporation 
jand others, the operating corpora- 
tion, 


| 


$2,025,214 Claims 
On RKO; Propose 
$600,000 Ceiling 


A protracted hearing was held yes- 
terday (Tues.) in N. Y. federal court 
before Judge William Bondy on 28 
applications for fees and allowances 
totaling $2,025,214 in the RKO re- 
organization. Applicants spent the 
greater part of the day spouting of 
their achievements and waxing hot 
over the benefits the estate received 
from their efforts. 

At the conclusion of the self-prais- 
ing spree, Marland Gale of the Se- 
curity Exchange Commission, which 
had intervened in the proceedings in 
August, 1939, presented that organi- 
zation’s views to the Court as the 
value of the services, and told the 
Court that $600,000 was the maxi- 
mum the estate could bear. 

To date, since the equity receiver- 
ship early in January of 1933, $968,- 
000 has been paid out in allowances. 
The requests for fees are as follows: 

Irving Trust, receiver in equity 
and RKO trustee, seeks $95,000 as a 
final allowance, having received 
$295,000 to date. William J. Dono- 
van, attorney for Irving Trust, seeks 
two separate allowances, $100,000 as 
attorney for Irving Trust and $88,659 
for his services in connection with 
the anti-trust suit against RKO and 
the other major film companies by 
the Government. Donovan has re- 
= $510,000 for his services since 
1933, 

The largest allowance sought is 
that of the Atlas Corp., proponent of 
the plan of reorganization. Atlas 
seeks $875,037 in disbursements, in- 
cluding $300,000 to its attorneys, 
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett, and 
| 100,000 shares of common, with a 
| value of approximately $3 a share, 
| for its compensation. 

Lehman Bros. seeks $76,772 as ex- 
| penses, representing monies paid to 
Leo Spitz, former RKO president, for 
| his aid; the U. S. National Bank of 
| Denver seeks $1,500; Chemical Bank 
& Trust Co., as trustee under the se- 
|cured note indenture, asks $39,092, 
(Continued on page 20) 


WURTZEL’S JUNE LOG AT 
20TH; EDELMAN JOINS 


Hollywood, May 28. 

| Sol M. Wurtzel steps into his June 
production program at 20th-Fox with 
{four features on the calendar, be- 
| ginning with ‘Red Cross Nurse’ and 
‘Charter Pilot,’ due to start June 
10. Others are ‘Breach of Disci- 





| 





























pline’ and ‘Uncensored,’ rolling 
June 24. 
| Lou Edelman, who recently 


wound up his contract at Warners, 
| was signed as an associate producer 
'by 20th-Fox. First assignment on 


| the new job is ‘School for Soldiers.’ 





SHOWING HIS BETTER SIDE 


Hollywood, May 28. 

| Humphrey Bogart turns straight in 
‘his next picture at Warners, starting 
‘as a meanie and winding up as a 
| desirable citizen. 

| Film is ‘Thieves Fall Out,’ cur- 
;rently being screenplayed by Robert 
| Kent, 





—_ 


Headache in Pix, Too 


Hollywood, May 28. 
"Money and the Woman’ finally 
went into work yesterday (Mon.) 
after many casting adventures, with 
Brenda Marshall and Jeffrey Lynn 
in the top spots. 

Warners originally cast George 
Brent and Priscilla Lane for the lead 
roles, but: when Brent was with- 
drawn, Miss Lane pulled out rather 
than play opposite Dennis Morgan. 
She is still under suspension. The 
casting difficulties delayed the start 
of the picture four weeks. 


SCOLLARD’S 0.0. OVER 
PAR-PUB AD BUDGETS 


C. J. (Pat) Scollard, who joined 
Paramount about six months ago in 
an executive capacity, will attach to 
the publicity-advertising department 
in charge of cost control, budgeting, 
etc., it is reported. At present on the 
Coast, where he attended the Para- 
mount sales convention which ended 
Sunday (26), he is due back east by 
the end of the week. 

Formerly with Pathe and FBO, 
Scollard came into Par in connection 
with supervision of data on theatres 
concerning the U. S. anti-trust suit, 
later branching out for Barney Bala- 
ban to make a complete survey of 
each department with a view to de- 
termining measures of economy that 
might be taken. 

A few persons were let out here 
and there, but none was dropped in 
the publicity-advertising department 
headed by Bob Gillham. Expectation 
is that Scollard’s supervision of 
budgeting, costs, ete., over publicity- 
advertising will become official on 
his return from the Coast. 


‘Boys Town’ Sequel 
For Tracy at Metro 

















Hollywood, May 28. 

‘Ex-Mayor of Boys Town’ was 
added to Spencer Tracy’s acting 
schedule at Metro. Picture is in the 
final stages of preparation under pro- 
duction guidance of John W. Consi- 
dine, Jr. 

Currently Tracy is working in 
‘Boom Town’ and has two other plays 
on his list, ‘Sea of Grass’ and ‘The 
Yearling.’ 





More Film Execs Called 
To Testify in U.S. Suit! 


The Department of Justice con- 
tinued to subpoena major company 
executives during the week to appear 
and testify on the formation and de- 
velopment of the industry during the 
second week of the trial which starts 
June 3. The Government has served 
Joseph Bernhard, ¥. Frank Freeman, 
Sam Katz, Al Lichtman, Charles C. 
Moskowitz, E. M. Saunders, Nicholas 
M. Schenck, Albert, Jack, and Harry 
Warner, Cliff Work and Sol Lesser. 

The U. S. also called in two FBI 
men, J. M. McGrath and H. B. Rob- 
inson, to testify at the trial. Sey- 
mour Simon, attorney, has been ap- 
pointed to the Government staff, and 
is working with Robert Wright on 
the Balaban & Katz master report 
in Chicago. James Hayes, special as- 
sistant to the attorney-general, and 
last of Paul Williams’ prosecution 
staff, arrived in New York Wednes- 
day (22). 


bn 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, May 28. 

Columbia lifted Stanley Brown's 
action option. 

Elsa Basserman inked a player 
contract at Warners. 

Suzanne Carnahan drew a player 
ticket at Warners. 

Columbia hoisted W. L. River's 
writer option. ‘ 

Monogram signed Keye Luke for 
four Chinese whodunits. 

RKO handed actor pact to Alberto 
Vila. 

Hal Roach picked up _ Louise 
Platt’s option. 

Analee Whitmore 
ticket at Metro. 


inked writer 


Andy Smith Sales Manager of RKO; 
26 of 53 Pix for 1940-41 to Sell on ¢, 


| Officially learned that Gus Schaefer, 
|for years in the foreign field, and 





Universal signed Jack Otterson for 





another year as art director. 





Setting its sales goal foy 1940.4 
at double what the eompany 4iq thig 
year (39-40), RKO is strengthenin 
its distribution personnel and, {p oa 
ing out to merchandise the ne 
product, will seek a larger numb 
of percentage contracts at hi 
terms and under commitments ¢a) 
ing for added playing time. 

During the past year doing some 
shifting in the sales force and adds 
ing a number of salesmen, bulwark, 
ing the company in various parts o 
the country, RKO starts off the ne 
year by promoting A. W. (Andy 
Smith, Jr. to the post of sales mang 
ager over all of the domestic field 
and Canada. 

He will serve directly under Ned 
E. Depinet, who holds the title of 
v.p. in charge of distribution and ig 
a member of the RKO board of dis 
rectors. Smith swung into RKO 
about six months ago in command 
of the eastern-Canadian division. At 
that time Jules Levy, then in charge 
of countrywide sales for Depinet, 
resigned. Post has been vacant since 
then, 

In line with moving Smith up, 
Bob Mochrie swings into the home 
office to take charge of the eastern 
division. He has been district mane 
ager of the southeast, headquarter. 
ing at Atlanta and came into the 
company from similar posts with 
UA and Warner Bros. shortly after 
Smith joined on. 

Another promotion is that of 


Charlie Boasberg, branch managef]‘ 


for several years at Buffalo. He will 
head an eastern-east central district, 


probably headquartering at Clevee] > 


land, and succeeds E. L. McEvoy, 
who has resigned. McEvoy had been 
with RKO since it merged with 
Pathe and shifted from the h.o. t¢ 
Cleveland less than a year ago, 
Elmer Lux, Buffalo salesman, as 
sumes charge of that branch. 


Gus Schaerer in H.O. 


At RKO’s three-day convention, 
ending tonight (Wed.), it was alsé 


lately in charge of the Caribbean}. 
countries, would be brought into thé}! 
h.o. in a distribution capacity as yet 
not worked out. 

Out of the 53 features promised fo 
1940-41, a total of 26 will be sold of 
percentage, with the sales policy t 


be flexible to the extent that the top} 


possibilities on terms will be sought 
This includes the 26 features that} 
will be sold flat. One film, ‘Ram: 
parts We Watch,’ is to be sold sepas]: 
rately at terms to be set later. 

Of the 26, or 50% of the program] © 
that will not be sold except under}: 
percentage, the breakdown is into 
four brackets. Two will demand! 
from 40 to 50%. In the next highest} 









E 
ai 


- 


bracket, at 35%, there will be eight) . 









features, while in the third alloca: 
tion there will be eight at 30% 
Company will offer a total of 10 
at 25%. 

No definite advertising budget h 
been set up for the °40-41 product, 
nor did Barrett McCormick state any 
figure to the convention, but it may 
ultimately represent an increase in 
percentage of as much as 50%. 


Hal Horne reported tothe conven-+:- 


tion that ‘Pinocchio’ will gross ove 
$2,000,000 in this country. A Wal 
Disney feature for '40-41, his thir 
for RKO, is expected but as yet not 
designated. 

Depinet’s Review 


In speaking to the assembled sales 
forces at a closed session yesterday 
(Tues.), Depinet sounded a distress 
ing note in the face >f conditions 
menacing the industry and emphas- 
ized the necessity for getting addi- 
tional revenue out of the domesti} 
market. Reporting on the results 
attained this season (1939-40), RKO’ 
distribution head stated that ther 
has been an increase in sales, bill 
ings and shipments as compared with 
the prior year. He did not reve 
figures concerning the number 0 
accounts on the RKO books for ‘39 
40, though it is understood there ws 
a substantial increase over 1938-39" 

On an increase in contracts, th@ 
Los Angeles branch led the rest oF 
the country, while the northeasterif 
district was best among the vario 
districts. Western division as 
whole, under Cresson Smith, was 0) 
the other hand higher in the totajy 
on contracts than the whole easy 
Depinet revealed. Billings were Uf 
the most in the midwest and Canaday 
while the northeast and Canada !e¢ 
in shipments. 

Outlining the shorts program f0 
‘40-41, Harry Michalson dealt ® 
length on the menace of doubl 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Report More Philly 


Against Warners May Be Settled 


w 


Indie Suits 








Philadelphia, May 28. 
Rumors are flying thick and fast 
along Film Row anent out-of-court 
gettlements of the many anti-trust 
guits filed by Philly indie exhibs 
against Stanley-Warner circuit and 

the major distribs in the past year. 
~ These reports followed on the 
heels of the unexpected ironing out 
of the widely publicized Landis case 
two weeks ago in which the Vine- 
land (N. J.) indie received a highly 
profitable deal just before the suit 
was set to open before Judge Wil- 
liam H. Kirkpatrick for final argu- 


Officials and attorneys for Stan- 
Jey-Warner deny that the chain will 
make any out-of-court deals with 
any of the other exhibs, but it was 
significant that the $330,000 suit of 
the Admiral theatre skedded to open 
today (Tues.) before Judge Kirk- 
patrick was postponed indefinitely. 

With the Landis now getting the 
¢ream of the major product, indie 
exchanges are expected to be frozen 
out of the Vineland market entirely. 
Up till now they had been getting 
excellent playing time at the Lan- 
dis, which was forced to use much 

die product to bolster dual bills 
because it played features much 

ter than the S-W competition. 

ther indie exhibs were disap- 
pointed at the settlement because 
they believed that the Landis inter- 
ests were going to ferce a legal 
ae es on the indie-circuit ques- 
ion. The case was well on its way 
toward a final legal airing when it 
was settled. Judge Ki-«patrick had 


vorable to the indie’s case which 
was later reversed by the U. S. Cir- 
¢euit Court of Appeals. Judge Kirk- 
patrick had also ordered the books 
@nd contracts on the S-W chain and 
the distribs entered into the record. 


LOACH AND OTHER MONO 
EXECS’ COAST SURVEY 


T. P. Loach, recently elected treas- 
urer of Monogram, and other com- 
ey officials have gone to the Coast 
0 survey studio conditions and whip 
production into line with present 
world market conditions. 

Previous to Loach’s installation as 
treasurer, it was understood that 
he would go over the studio setup 
and make recommendations for bet- 
ter efficiency on the producing end 
of Monogram. Loach went from 
Pathe Film, where he was treasurer, 
to Mono. Shift was made, according 
to Wall Street, because Pathe wanted 

protect its stake in the picture 
@ompany. 











Mono’s Script Peak 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Seven writers are busy on future 
Product at Monogram, the greatest 
humber in the history of the lot. 
Scripters at work are Joseph 
West, Michael Jacoby, Dorothy Reid, | 
John Krafft, Berne Gilder, Robert 
Emmett and Jack Natteford. 





Levey’s Tradeshow 
Tour With ‘Sy’cuse’ 


Arriving east during the past week | 
on a brief visit concerning plans 
with respect to his initial film pro- 
duction, ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ Jules 
Levey will return to New York in 
early June with a completed print 
of the picture and plans making a 
tour of the country with it. Levey, 
who is widely acquainted with cir- 
Cuit buyers and exhibitors, states he 
will take the film around for trade 
showings which he will arrange. He 
left for the Coast Monday night (27) 
by plane. 

‘Syracuse’ is now in the cutting 
rooms. Its negative cost ran a little 
Over expectations, exceeding $500,- 
000, due to cast upsets surrounding 
original plans to have the Ritz Bros. 
in the picture. Martha Raye, Joe 





. 4 


' the East. The actress, however, could 





Penner and Allan Jones head the 
Gast. 


As It Wasn’t 


Hollywood, May 28. 

‘Doctors Don’t Tell’ doesn’t be- 
gin to tell the story of the Re- 
public picture bought as a maga- 
zine serial about a year ago and 
subjected to various surgical op- 
erations by studio scripters. 

When the yarn came out of 
the clinic the victims of the dust 
bowl and the European refugees 
had taken so. many literary 
transfusions that the doctors 
couldn’t tell which story was 
which. So Herbert Yates, Repub- 
lic chairman, is offering $25 for 
a new title, 








Benz Bros. Let 
Option on Minn. 
In Mpls. Lapse 


Minneapolis, May 28. 
The $2,000,000 4,000-seat Minnesota 
theatre, which has been dark much 
of the time during the past three 


years, is left without a prospective 
tenant as result of the action of the 
Benz Bros., realtors and liquor deal- 
ers, in permitting their option to ex- 
pire. The Benzes recently operated 
the house unsuccessfully for the 
owners with vaudfilm and had an- 
nounced they’d exercise their option 
if they could obtain major screen 
product, practically all of which now 
is sewed up in the local loop by the 
Paramount-Singer pool. 

A deal now pends whereby Minne- 
sota Amus. (Paramount) would take 
over the Benzes’ downtown 1,800- 
seater Palace on a long-term lease 
and pay off obligations still remain- 
ing from the recent Minnesota the- 
atre operation, if the Benzes would 
step out of the theatre field here and 
would not go through with a threat- 
ened anti-trust suit against the Min- 
nesota (Par) and major screen dis- 
tributors. Benzes allege conspiracy 
to prevent them from obtaining films 
for the Minnesota and Palace the- 
atres. 

Both sides admit that ‘discussions’ 
are taking place, but they assert no 
agreement has been reached yet. 
Even though the Minnesota theatre 
option hasn’t been exercised, court 
action still is possible, George Benz 
pointed out. 

Owners of the Minnesota now will 
seek another tenant, but experience 
of those who have operated it dur- 
ing the past five years makes it ap- 
pear more likely that its ultimate 
fate will be demolition for a parking 
lot in order to save taxes, or re- 
modeling for purposes other than 
theatrical. Minnesota . Amusement 
abandoned the theatre after suffer- 
ing heavy losses on its operation. 











CLAIM SLASHES 
NOT JUSTIFIED 


Cite Loss of Only 17% in 
Foreign Revenue As No 
Cause for Personnel Dis- 
missals — Film Eds Stall 
Demands 





40,000 AFFECTED 





Hollywood, May 28. 
A new fight between the Pro- 
ducers and their 40,000 employees 
loomed today, as many studios 


started retrenching and the various 
Guilds and unions mobilized to re- 
sist any attempt to cut wages or 
slash personnel. The Screen Office 
Employees Guild took the initiative, 
but called for a united front of all 
studio crafts to ‘at least maintain 
present wage levels.’ 

In a bulletin to its 1,700 studio 
members, the SOEG charges the 
major film companies are‘using the 
European War as an excuse to re- 
duce salaries and personnel. The 
SOEG claims there is no valid ex- 


cuse for drastic retrenchment at this | 


time, insisting that if all picture 
business with belligerent nations is 
lost there would be a decrease in 
sales of ‘only 17%.’ 

The SOEG is preparing to ask for 
concerted action by the Hollywood 
Guild Council, whose membership 
includes the SOEG, Screen Writers 
Guild, Screen Set Designers, Screen 
Publicists Guild, Script Clerks 
Guild and Screen Readers Guild. 
The Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors, Society of Motion Picture 
Art Directors and Moving Picture 
Painters Lecal 644 also have been 
invited to affiliate. 

The SOEG bulletin states in part: 

‘Are the Producers broke? Wage 
cuts, layoffs, not justified. If they 
can get away with it, the Producers 
intend to take advantage of the war 
news from Europe to cut wages and 
slash personnel in the industry. 
There will be a squawk—and a loud 
one. The guilds and unions of Holly- 
wood will let it be known—and quite 
firmly—that they mean to maintain 
their present rates, at the very least. 
There is no justification for wage 
cuts at the present time. Rather, in 
fact, the reverse. 


Charge Wage Artifice 


‘We have seen it before. If a di- 
rect pay cut won’t go down, it has 
to be done indirectly. Many are 
fired and then others, or even the 
same people, are rehired—at lower 
pay. The individual studio Guilds 
are helpless in the face of such an 
assault. Only strong independent 
Guilds and unions can protect the 
wage’ rates and seniority rights of 
their members. 

‘There’s another angle to it. Eng- 
land and France may curtail or com- 
pletely kill their own production for 





Mae Murray Rushes East, | 


| 

Her Son, Koran, Stricken ' 
Albany, May 28. | 

Learning that her son, Koran} 
David Mdivani, was to undergo an 
appendectomy in Albany Hospital, 
Mae Murray, one-time screen star, 
left Hollywood Friday night (24) for 


not reach Albany in time for the 
operation. The 18-year-old boy, who 
resides at the home of Miss Bessie 
Cunning in Averill Park, was ope- 
rated on Friday. His condition was 
described as ‘very good’ at the hos- 
pital. 

Miss Murray recently won a Cali- 
fornia court order requiring her 
former husband, Prince David Mdi- 
vani, to pay $400 a month for 
Koran’s support, but she still awaits 
approval of the N. Y. supreme court 
of her application for custody of the 
boy. Koran is a pupil in Averill Park 





the time being, but their people still 
want pictures. The experience of 
the last war showed that movie 
profits boom in war times. The first 
World War established Hollywood's 


picture business solidly as a world- |! 


wide business for the first time. The 
new war probably will repeat. 
‘Another thing. Britain, France 


and Germany have exported their | 
own product to South and Central , 


America in the past. With this com- 
petition cut down or out, American 
producers will not be slow to leap 
in and pick up the chips. The Pro- 
ducers are in the black and have 
been for years.’ 

The Society of Motion Picture 
Film Editors, which recently se- 
cured a 10% wage hike, however, 
has decided not to press additional 
demands at this time. A statement 
said the Editors feel that all depart- 
ments should cooperate to the full- 
est extent. 

Central Casting Corp. has placed a 
ban on rush calls, and in the future 


GUILDS FIGHT STUDIO CUTS 





Local Merchants 





Hardly 





Miles Mander is apparently in 
no danger of being typed by 
Hollywood. 

He's appearing in both ends of 
a double bill currently making 
the rounds of the RKO and 
Loew’s circuits in New York, 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) = and 
‘House of Seven Gables’ (U). In 
the first he’s the drunken sot 
father, in the second the prim 
and proper deacon. Audiences 
are catching it at once, resulting 
in the paradoxical coincidence 
bringing forth unforeseen titters. 











Browne Repudiates 
Pesler’s ‘Attack Ou 
IA as ‘Racket Union’ 


Louisville, May 28. 


Charges by Westbrook Pegler, 
'Scripps-Howard columnist, that the 
|International Alliance of Theatrical 
|'Stage Employees was a ‘racket 
lunion’ dominated by an undemo- 
cratic leadership were vehemently 
denied by the union’s president, 
|George E. Browne, here last night. 
'An invitation to the newsman to the 
/union’s convention, beginning June 
\3, for the purpose of seeing how 
the organization operates, was ex- 
tended by Browne. 


Contemplated action against Wil- 
lie Bioff, Coast rep of the union, 
wasn’t being considered by the out- 
fit, said Browne. Bioff was recently 
returned to Chicago to serve out a 
sixmonth term on a pandering con- 
viction. 

‘Bioff’s service to the union’ was 
all that concerned Browne, he said. 


PAR MAY TAKE OVER 
STEFFES’ 2 IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 28. 

Deal is pending for Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Paramount) to take 
over operations of W. A. Steffes’ 
| highly successful sure-seater World 
,and possibly the 1,600-seat Alvin 
also. Because of illness Steffes must 
give up activities. 

World plays foreign, highbrow and 
;unusual films mostly and caters 
'principally to carriage trade. Alvin 
has been dark much of time, but 
|occasionally houses legit roadshow, 
concerts. and lectures. 























‘Daylight Saving Again 


Stalled in Louisville 


Louisville, May 28. 








Agitation for a change to Daylight 
Time tied up the question for an- 


{other year, when Board of Alder- 


men Saturday (25) by a tie vote, 
successfully defeated the proposal 
which had the backing of 412 to l 
among employees of downtown de- 
partment stores and industrial con- 
cerns. Opposing the measure were 
the Louisville & Nashville Railroad 
and the Louisville Baseball club. 
Ball club, in opposing the change, 
said through Bruce Dudley, exec 
manager, that it would interfere 
with night baseball, and especially 
double-headers to which the club is 
committed. Don Hill, WAVE base- 
bajJl announcer, said the change 
‘without warning’ wouldcause the 
{dropping of airings of the games. 
-C. E. Schroeder, WGRO program di- 
rector, said his station stood ready 


Central School and Supreme Court | extras will be booked in advance in , to give full broadcasts of the games 
Justice Francis Bergan of Albany | the same manner that stars and fea- | whenever they start, and urged the 
has ruled that further hearing of the | tured players are set. The following time change as being advantageous 
ito radio listeners, the station, and 
| program sponsors. 


application must await the close of | 
schooL 


announcement has been issued by 
(Continued on page 18) 





Growth of Gypsy Pix Shows te Hypo 


(Free Come-On) 


Gets Increasing Beefs from Exhihs 


Free picture shows, partly or 
totally sponsored by small-town mer- 
chants, being staged by itinerant ex- 
hibitors in the middle-west and 
southeastern section of country, are 
producing wholesale squawks from 
regular exhibs in adjacent coms 
munities. Practice has been wide- 
spread during recent months in the 
territory covered by the Southeast- 
ern Theatre Owners Assn., including 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida and Ten- 
nessee. Recently it has spread to 
midwest states of Michigan, Indiana 
and Ohio, since good weather has 
opened up. 

The merchants’ gratis showings 
have become such a thorn in the 
side of exhibitors that formal pro- 
test has been made to industry heads 
by the Southeastern Theatre Owners. 
It was cited that the free shows with 
merchants tied in on the exhibition 
often played to 1,000 to 2,000 people 
in communities so small that they 
could not regularly support a theatre. 
‘Also they were used in larger spots, 
instance being given where itinerant 
exhibs rent local auditoriums. Stores 
back the enterprise because tied up 
with their bargain days as an induce- 
ment to get people to town. 

The traveling motion picture 
show gag has been ‘around for a 
number of years but obtaining the 
support of town stores and dealers 
to insure a regular chain of play- 
dates is a new wrinkle—and one that 
is producing the protests. 

Build a Route 

Practice of the gypsy exhibs is to 
go in for spots where there is no 
regularly established film house; ap- 
proach store owners for backing; ar- 
range for showings on a certain date; 
and then move on to another town 
where the process is repeated. In 
this way the itinerant showman 
builds a rotating circuit, with about 
three or four communities playdated 
per week. 

Thus if he is able to obtain 12 
towns within a radius of 100 to 200 
miles, this exhib would have four 
steady weeks of touring. By that 
time, the first town is ripe for a re- 
peat engagement or he can move on 
to another section of the state. In 
most instances, the exhibitor plays 
a town on alternate nights, extra day 
being needed to jump to the next 
stop. 

Merchants bally the screen show 
as free because for the small charge, 
estimated to be $30 to $50 per town, 
they figure to reap results in busi- 
ness at their stores. In numerous 
town reported, however, 5-10c is 
charged for seats, ‘free’ gag being 
for standing room. 

Beef of the regularly established 
theatre operators in nearby larger 
towns is that these free shows keep 
many patrons from traveling the 
usual 10-15 miles to attend their 
shows at standard boxoffice prices. 
In some communities, too, it has 
reached the point where property 
owners and store operators are feel- 
ing the competition from the free 
show gag. 

Exhibitors operating every day of 
the year would not object if this 
gratis exhibitioning was only an oc- 
casional thing. But the number of 
traveling outfits, the fact that they 
blanket a given area drawing from 
the regular theatre’s established 
patronage and also constitute a 
steady competish via repeat show- 
ings work definite hardships on the 
established exhib. 

The wandering exhib so far has 
been found within his rights because 
in most cases renting a legitimate 
film at demanded rentals. Suggested 
means of handling the situation is 
that distributors work out some sort 
of clearance and upped rentals in 
order to protect regular clientele. 
However, this obviously will be a 
difficult task as now viewed. 

Naturally the steadily operated 
theatres raise the cry of unfair com- 
petition but there is little that can 
be done about it. Answer of the 
traveling exhib is that it’s as fair to 
get merchants to give free shows, as 





.(Continued on page 20) 
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Torrid -Awards Short Forte 


$18,000 in L.A.; 


Marxes- Biscuit 


NG $15,000, ‘Gone's’ 22d $8,400 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 

‘Lillian Russell’ is sweeping the 
town currently and State and 
Chinese will pile up a combined 
gross of at least $27,000, best take 
for the day-date Fox-West Coast 
acers in some time. Ann Sheridan- 
Cagney’s ‘Torrid Zone’ is being 
soloed at the Downtown and Holly- 
wood, accompanied by the Academy 
Awards four-reeler and doing well. 

Marx Bros., at Paramount with 
‘The Biscuit Eater’ aren't getting 
more than disappointing $15,000. 

George Watters, handling Fox 
West Coast first-run exploitation and 
publicity, again extended himself 
and came through with a compre- 
hensive buildup for ‘Lillian Russell.’ 
In addition to customary lines of 
ballyhoo, Watters tied up a Lillian 
Russell dance contest with Ocean 
Park Casino ballroom, with pro- 
moted prizes including a radio and 
makeup kit. Truly Shattuck, vet- 
eran legit actress, who in a sob story 
in the Citizen News recalled the 
‘good old days,’ made excellent copy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
1.10-1.65)—’Gone’ (M-G) (22nd wk). 
End of run announced for June 3 
has been postponed ‘for at least a 
month, with Warners ‘All This And 
Heaven Too,’ booked to open (4), 
shifted tentatively to the WB Bev- 
erly, where it will be road-showed. 
‘Gone’ on current week headed for 
$8,400 after almost hitting $10,000 on 
last stanza. 

Chinese .(Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75)—“‘Lillian Russell’(20th) 
and ‘Chan Panama’ (20th). Nice 
profit in sight at around $11,800. Last 
week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
‘On Own’ (20th), okay $9,900. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) with ‘Ca- 
valcade of Academy Awards’ (WB 
4-reeler). Heading for good $9,500. 
Last week ‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and 
‘Can't Love’ (U), hit $9,800, almost 
what was expected. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-40- 
55)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (9th week). 
Nearing end of run, but with another 
$3,600 this week is still holding its 
own. Last week, good $4,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30*40-55-75) 
—Mill on _ Floss’ (Maj) and 
‘Isle of Destiny’ (RKO. Very 
little interest in this pair and will 


be lucky to hit $1,800. Last week, 
‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) and ‘Coura- 
geous Christian’ (RKO) 


(2d week), 

okay $2,000. . 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB), with ‘Acad- 
emy Cavalcade’ (WB 4-reeler). Looks 
like satisfactory $8,500 on the stanza. 


Last week, ‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and | 


‘Can’t Give Anything’ (U), 
better than $7,300, just fair. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—‘Women Names’ (Par) and ‘Shoot- 
ing High’ (20th), dual, and vaude. 
Little to interest trade and will have 
to be satisfied with so-so $5,800, 
about what ‘French Tears’ (Par) and 
‘Convicted Woman’ (Col) drew last 
week. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) (2nd wk) 
avd ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO). Holdover 
of ‘Path’ with changed supporting 
feature will likely add slim $5,000 in 
six days. First week, neat $9,200, 
with ‘La Conga Nights’ (U). 

Par: mount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Piscuit Eater’ (Par) and Marx 
Bres. on stage. Disappointing $15,- 
009 in seven days, with picture hold- 
ing over additional two days to per- 
mit house to get back to Thursday 
(30) opening. Last week, ‘Farmer's 
Daughter’ (Par) and White’s ‘Scan- 
dals’ in condensed form, big $29,500. 


little 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55)— 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) (2nd wk) 
and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO). Main 


feature being held over and will 
draw weak $5,400 in six days. Last 
week, ‘Path’ and ‘Half Sinner’ (U), 
okay $8,900. | 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and 
‘Chan Panama’ (20th). Looks like 
healthy $15,300. Last week, ‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ (M-G) end ‘On Own’ 
(20th), okay $10,300. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-40-55-)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) 
and ‘On Own’ (20th). Not so healthy 
on moveover, but $2,000 fair. Last 
week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) on second 
week with ‘Kildare Case’ (M-G) fair 
$2,700. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55) 
—Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘On 
Own’ (20th). Looks around neat $5,- 
000 on moveover. Last week, ‘Mule 
Team’ (M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Kildare 
Case’ (M-G), slim $3,600. 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i:  ... SSaeree $297,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear............. $226,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


LEIGH - TAYLOR 
NICE $16,500 
IN WASH. 


Washington, May 28. 

Cold drizzles knocked the week- 
end out from under the mushroom- 
ing outdoor amusements and sent ’em 
scurrying back into the flicker tem- 
ples like midwinter. Four new films 
opened coincidentally with the 
weather break, which is shoving total 
take away above recent average. 
Three ders are battling almost 
equally—‘20 Mule Team’ at the Capi- 
tol, Loew’s big vauder, ‘Torrid Zone’ 
at Earle, WB’s stage show spot, and 
‘Waterloo Bridge,’ playing straight at 
the Palace. Other smart grosser is 
‘Irene,’ which got walloping start at 
Keith’s via one-day p.a. 
Neagle and Herbert Wilcox. Latter, 
plus presence of M-G-M’'s touring 
20-mule wagon and bally on debut 
of Earle’s line aboard unicycles, 
makes current week liveliest ex- 
ploitation session of the season. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Elaborate but no-name stage bill 
leaving it up to Wallace Beery to 
draw ‘em in. Probably fair $16,500. 
Last week, ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and 
vaude, pathetic $11,000. 

Celumbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘My Son’ (UA) (2d run). Back down- 
town after low week at Palace, and 
clinching solid $5,000. Last week, 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) (2d run), ade- 
quate $4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and vaude. La- 
mour, O’Brien and Cagney, plus racy 
dialog mentioned by all reviewers, 
hitting good $16,500. Last week, ‘Ty- 
phoon’ (Par) and Red Skelton top- 
ping vaude, same figure. 

Keith's (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)— 
‘Irene’ (RKO). Anna Neagle-Her- 
bert Wilcox p.a. drew all first-string 
critics, who went overboard for star 
although were guarded on pic. Im- 
— should hold it to big $12,000. 

week, ‘My Way’ (U), passable 
$9,000 for nine days. 

Met (WB) 
| Texas.” 











ing as fun, and pushing it to fair 
$5,000 for eight days. Last week, 
‘Man Lives’ (Col), light $3,500 for six 
days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Leigh- 
Taylor combo, plus rave notices from 








all columns, assure solid $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Buck Benny’ (Par), light 
$11,000. 


Torrid Zone’-Vaude 











Seattle, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Fifth Avenue) 
Only a few bright spots in dull 
| week currently. “Typhoon’ is hold- 
|ing at Orpheum; ‘Favorite Wife,’ at 


third week; ‘Buck Benny’ is taking 
five days of a fourth week at Music 
Box. 

Exploitation crown goes this week 
to Fifth Avenue where it’s ‘Jim 
Clemmer Week.’ He started tearing 
tickets here 32 years ago. He's billed 
like a star, via radio, newspaper 
plugs and features, with the ‘mem- 
ory’ angle stressed. This is topped 
with a ‘Memory Book’ of friends, 
kept in foyer for any and all to 
sign. For the picture, ‘Edison, the 
Man,’ H-E staff went for tieups with 
power companies and exhibits in 
foyer.. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) has completed 
revamping and opens’ tomorrow 
(Wednesday) as second runner. 
Sterling’s vaude-filmer, the Palomar, 
is also going in for a Wedy:sday 
change. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) —- ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO). Moveover from Fifth, looks 
for big $3,500 in nine days of third 
, week downtown. Last week, ‘Cy- 
clops’ (Par) and ‘Shooting High’ 
i 20th). second week, five days, slow 
$1,400. 

Coliseum 





j 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) 


of Anna [ 


(1,600: 25-40)—‘Angel | 
Critics hailed terrible act- | 


Fine $7,000 in Seattle 


Blue Mouse goes for nine days of | 


(1,900; 21-32)—‘Singapore’ (Par) and 
‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) 2d 
run). Likely around $3,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Stéange Cargo’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bluebird’ (20th) (2d run), okay 





$2,700. 

Fifth Avenue  (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Edison’ 
'«M-G) and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO). 


Expected only fair $5,800, despite 
big bally. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 

(RKO) and ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G), 
, second week, big $6,000. 
| Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
|‘Man 9 Lives’ (Col) and ‘Island 
| Doomed Men’ (Col). Only fair $4,000. 
Last week, ‘21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Out- 
side Mile Limit’ (Col), six days 
weak $3,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—Buck Benny’ (Par) 
and ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ (U) (4th 
wk). Five days of finale indicated 
good $2,100. Last week dandy $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(2,600; 27-37-42)—-"Typhoon’ (Par) 
and ‘Marines Fly’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Expected okay $3,200 in five days. 
|Last week, same films, $6,800, big. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 
42)—Torrid Zone’ (WB) and vaude. 
Looks like great $7,000. Last week, 
‘Angel Texas’ (WB) and ‘Old Miss- 
ouri’ (Rep) plus vaude, $3,800, slow. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-37-42 )—‘Mule Team’ (M-G) 
and ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par). Pull- 
ing for big $7,000. Last week, ‘My 
Way’ (U) and ‘Enemy Agent’ (UV), 
$4,300, bad. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘All 
True’ (WB) (2d run). Anticipated 
$2,000, good. Last week, ‘Pinocchio’ 
(RKO) and ‘Seventeen’ (Par), $2,400, 
big. ‘ 


CANTOR -SAVITT 
ORCH $10,500, 
PITT DUD 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 


Biz locally continues on the down- 
grade, but nobody knows why. All 
the recent alibis have been ex- 
hausted, trade indices generally are 
up everywhere in the district and 
the entertainment industry simply 
can’t account for the brutal beating 
film houses are taking. Takes are 
around one-third off over figures 
this time last year and even the ace 
attractions aren’t getting anywhere 
near their norms. 


Some think it’s the war, what with 
people sticking close to their radios, 
but that’s being discounted to a large 
extent in most quarters, leaving the 
boys high and dry for a _ reason. 
Only ray of light this ~veek is at 
Penn, where ‘ 
doing ag 
what film de 
done just six months ago. 
where, it’s the doldrums. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) (2d _ wk.). 
This one is pretty much of a disap- 
pointment, considering fact that title 
| figure is,a local legend and also that 
film got a spectacular world preem 
| here. Will hardly better $6,000, 
which is way under expectations. In 
| first stanza, ‘Lil’ was overestimated, 
| doing only $12,000, including ca- 
| pacity dual preem at Alvin and 
| Senator at $1.10. 

Fulten (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
| —‘Earthbound’ (20th) and ‘On Own’ 
| (20th). Dual folded Sunday night 
| 26) after five indifferent days, with 
| house shuttering for seven or eight 
| weeks. In abbreviated session, 
|twinner hardly got $1,200, pretty 
awful. Last week, ‘Divorcement’ 
(RKO), came out after only four 
days to brutal $900. 

|} Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
| 50)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G). Raves for 
| picture and Spencer Tracy helping 
| this one out-ride localized depres- 
| sion and heading for $14,000, alright. 
| Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G), 
pretty good $13,600. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40) — ‘Satur- 
day’s Children’ (WB). Brought here 
after week at Stanley, where it had 
| Stage accompaniment. On its own 
; here and going nowhere at all. 
Maybe $1,600. Last week, ‘One 
Beautiful’ (M-G) and ‘Tear 
Squad’ (WB), poor $1,200. 

Senater (Harris) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col) and ‘Island 
Doomed Men’ (Col). Looks like 
those horror duals, once very big 
in these parts, have run their course. 
They'll hardly break the $1,500 
mark. bleak. Last week, ‘Dark Com- 
mand’ (Rep), on h.o. from Alvin, 
around $1,800, fair. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 
| ‘40 Mothers’ (M-G) and Jan Savitt's 
| orch. Deluxer taking the worst lick- 
ing of them all. Savitt accounting 
for bit of afternoon biz, but nights 
are zero. Woeful $10,500 in pros- 
; pect. Last week, ‘Saturday’s Chil- 
| dren’ (WB) and Glen Gray, also 
| poor, $13,700. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
| “Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Brought 
| here after week at Penn and getting 
, fine $7,200. That may mean a third 
_ week at Ritz. Last week, ‘Saps Sea’ 
| (UA) and ‘Florian’ (M-G), awful 
‘ $2,100, 
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Rain Swamps Philly, But Torrid 
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Great $22,000 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Grose 
Ws WOE. 66 csc ccics $1,421,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 170 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year..... eee ee $1,341,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 175 theatres) 


‘EDISON’ BRIGHT 
$12,000 IN 
CLEVE. 


Cieveland, May 28. 

Favored by better product and 
fewer competitive factors, the down- 
town deluxers are finally getting a 
well needed break. Exodus of va- 
cationers is being held up by de- 
ceptively cool winds and rains, while 
splurge of publicity fireworks on 

art of all houses is keeping ’em 
film-minded. 

‘Edison the Man’ consequently is 
getting the edge, turning in very 
respectable score for State. Hipp’s 
‘Johnny Apollo’ is running a couple 
of strides ahead of ‘Doctor Takes 
Wife’ at Palace, but latter taking 
house out of the hole it’s been in for 
for fortnight. Even ‘20 Mule Team’ 
is pulling good sized coin into Still- 
man. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 

‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO). Extra good 
for third week, $4,000. Last week, 
mild and confused, with “Tear Gas 
Squad’ (WB) grabbing only $600 in 
four days, and ‘Island of Doomed 
Men’ (Col), $1,200 in three. 
. Hanna (Wm. Blair) (1,435; 55-85) 
‘They May Live’ (Foreign). First 
and last import in legit house’s sad 
experiment to set up foreign pix 
policy for summer, but anti-war 
French film too heavy and depress- 
ing for these times. Just for the 
record, this one crawled along for 
five miserable days, barely $1,200, 
forcing backers to call it off and 
take $500 loss. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700); 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th).. Doro- 
thy Lamour-Tyrone Power followers 
helping it garner around $9,000, 
okay, although hesitant on getaway. 
Yet not so hot, comparatively speak- 
ing, as h.o. of ‘My Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) last week, excellent $9,500. 

Palace (RKO) (30-35-42-55)—‘Doc- 
|tor Wife’ (Col). Rather light stuff, 
| but liked and satisfactory at $7,000, 
| indicating a pickup for this stand 
after some off weeks. Last stanza 
one of those that should be forgotten 
‘Adventuress’ (20th) power-diving 
to low $3,000 and cut to six days. 

State. (Loew’s) (30-35-42-65 )— 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G). Nicely sold, 
avoiding errors of ‘Young Tom Edi- 
son,’ and rolling toward good $12,- 








000. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par), 
fairish $9,500. 

Stillman (Loew's) (30-35-42-55)— 
‘Mule Team’ (M-G). Drummed up 


by Wally Beery followers, pleasant 
notices, to $5,000, worthwhile. Last 
week, ‘Million B..’ (UA) neat sur- 
| prise, $6,000 best in a long time. 


LEIGH-TAYLOR, $6,500, 
LOUD IN QUIET MEMPHIS 


Memphis, May 28. 

‘Waterloo Bridge’ is the only 
thing in town this week that is 
getting any money. Vivien Leigh- 
Robert Taylor combine is clicking 
nicely at Loew’s State, but the rest 
of the houses are dying. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ garnered 
rave notices at the New Malco, but 
was pulled yesterday after a weak 
five-day stay. The North’s Civil War 
President is no boxoffice bait in 
Dixie, even at this late date. Light- 
man office is rushing ‘Stardust’ into 
the breach for balance of the week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (2,600:: 10- 
30-40)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). 
Favorable press helping natural ap- 
peal of stars to $6,500. Last week 
‘My Son’ (UA), $5,500, fair. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-30-40) 
—Torrid Zone’ (WB) (2d wk). Do- 
ing okay for h.o., mebbe $2,800. Last 
week ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB), $6,000, 
very good. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
30-40)—‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO). N.S.G. 
in five-day session, $3,000. Last week 
‘21 Days’ (Col), $3,100, poor. 

Strand (Lightman) 
; 30)—‘It’s Date’ (U) (2d run), three 
| days: ‘Human Monster’ (Mono), two 
‘days; ‘Adventure Diamonds’ 

















| 





Philadelphia, May 28. 

The Ringling-B. & B. Circus hag 
gone, but the rainy weather is lin. 
gering on and doing its worst in put- 
ting the damper on theatre b.o.'s thig 
week. Only really healthy gate ig 
that being chalked up at the Ear) 
which is featuring ‘Torrid Zone’ an 
the ‘Cavalcade of Academy Awards. 
Gross biz snagged by this combo ig 
setting new record for the house at 
the admission scale. 

Also in the black, but setting no 
records, is ‘Irene’ at the Boyd. Chief 
washout of the week is ‘Florian’ at 
the Karlton, while ‘20 Mule Team’ ig 
just registering fair. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) (2d wk). Taking 
a steep drop to mediocre $7,300, af. 
ter nice $11,800 for opener. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Apollo’ (20th) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Perking up with $3,000, after sad 
$2,600 for last week's split of ‘Apollo’ 
(3 days) and ‘Primrose’ (RKO), four 


ys. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Irene’ (RKO). Hopped up by per- 
sonal of Ann Neagle prior to preem 
is boosting biz to nice $15,500. Last 
week, ‘Husbands’ (Col), slipped to 
cheap $8,000 for second week. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) plus ‘Cavalcade 
of Academy Award Winners’ (WB). 
Osear four-reeler is helping hypo 
Cagney-Sheridan starrer to great 
$22,000. Last week, ‘40 Mothers’ (M- 
G), pallid $9,300. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Mule Team’ (M-G). Beery’s horse 
opera no world beater despite bally- 
hoo. Fair $13,800. Last week, poor 
$9,000 for ‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par). 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Florian’ (M-G). First run for thi 
house, but poor $2,000. Being pulle 
after five days. Last week, ‘Doctor's 
Wife’ (Col), fairish $3,800 for second 
run. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Husbands’ (Col) (2d run). Medi- 
ocre $4,000. Last week, ‘Buck Benny’ 
(Par), fared worse with $3,600 for 
second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57-68) 
—Edison Man’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Skidding to disappointing $7,500 for 
five days of second semester. Open- 
ing stanza, fine $15,400. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Human Monster’ (Mon). Wierdie 
registering better than expected $4,- 

. Ahead ef last week’s $4,200 for 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB). 


OMAHA EASES OFF, BUT 
‘TYPHOON’ NICE $8,500 


Omaha, May 28. 
After the stimulus of Golden Spike 
Days, Omaha’s theatres are slipping 
into a more normal stride this week. 
Practically all grosses are off in com- 
parison with last week’s lively biz. 
Estimates for This Week 





° 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25- 
40)—‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Night 
Nights’ (Par). Expect nice $8,500. 


Last week, ‘Buck Benny’ (Par) and 
‘Saps Sea’ (UA), surprised on sec- 
ond week with $6,800 after open- 
ing $10,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- 
40)—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Star Dust’ 
(20th). Better than average $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) 
and ‘On Own’ (20th), fine $9,700. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —Torrid Zone’ (WB) and 
‘Babies Sale’ (Col). Fairish $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) and. ‘Be- 
yond Tomorrow’ (RKO), $6,100, 
nice. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Husbands’ (Col) - and ‘Danger 
Wheels’ (U), split with “Thorough- 
breds’ (RKO) and ‘Double Alibi’ (U). 
Fair $2,000. Last week, ‘Pinocchio’ 
(RKO) and ‘Married Wife’ (20th), 
split with ‘Rat Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Rancho Grande’ (Rep), $2,100. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO), ‘Three Mile 
Limit’ (Col) and ‘Dark Command’ 
(Rep), tripler lasting four and half 
hours, split with ‘Rhythm’ Rio 
Grande’ (Mono), ‘Human Monster’ 
(Mono) and ‘Rat Baby’ (WB). Looks 
like fair $2,300. Last week, ‘Murder 
Yukon’ (Mono) ‘Escape Paradise’ 
(RKO) and ‘Came By Night’ (20th), 
split with ‘Haunted Gold’ (WB), 
‘Cheers Irish’ (WB) and ‘Ride Cow- 
boy’ (WB), $2,200. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950, 600, 800; 10-25)—‘Hus- 
bands’ (Col) and ‘Married Wife 
(20th), split with ‘Missouri’ (Rep), 
‘Calling Philo Vance’ (WB) and 
‘Human Monster’ (Mono), tripler, 
should pick up around $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) and ‘Dark 
Command’ (Rep), split with ‘Rat 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), 





pretty good $1,200. 


—— 





two days; good week, likely $2,000. 


(1,000; 10-20- |Last week ‘Black Friday’ (U), three 


days; ‘Tomboy’ (Mono), two days. 
and ‘Stage Coach’ (Par), two days. 


(Par), $1,600, average. 
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(hi Dives After Last Week's Big 
Coin; Meet’-Kemp's Orch, $29,000, 
NG, Edison Nice 126, ‘Biscuit, 5446 





Chicago, May 28. 
Loop grosses are having a sharp 
reaction from the great business ‘of 
the previous week, practically every 
house being off. Total money for the 
week will be many thousands under 

the sensational coin of last session. 
Chicago is off more than $30,000 
“from previous week, dropping that 
much from over last week’s $62,600 
with the Bob Hope stage show. 
Oriental drops to half of last week’s 


take. In both instances it evidences 
the inability of the current stage at- 
tractions to give any boxoffice aid. 

In the picture line the best item 
ig ‘Edison, the Man,’ at United Art- 
ists. Also okay 1s newspaper head- 
line feature in the Garrick, a reissue 
of ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy, 
coupled with ‘Lights Out in Europe.’ 

Houses in the loop are making 
much use of war bulletins, with the 
Telenews newsreel house posting 
war maps in the inner lobby along 
with a regular Transradio news tele- 
t for immediate flashes right off 
de wire. Garrick is also posting 
bulletins and using a teletype, but 
has ‘em on the outside so that a ducat 
purchase is not necessary. 

Estimates for This Week 

‘Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Biscuit’ (Par). Fine reviews and 
word-of-mouth figure to help cur- 
rently, but indicates need for femme 
support. Maybe $5,500, okay. Last 
week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA), finished three 
strong weeks here and seven remark- 
able weeks in loop for splendid 


200. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Meet Again’ (WB) and Hal Kemp’s 
orch. Business plummeting to sad 
$29,000. Last week, Bob Hope unit 
on stage plus ‘Doctor Wife’ (Col), 
was sensational at $62,600, highest 
mark in many years. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-55-65-75) 
—Nazi Spy4 (WB) and ‘Lights Out’ 
(Indie). War news double feature 
getting some exploitation and will 

arner profitable $6,000. Last week, 

imrose’ (RKO), meant little in 
loop repeat at $3,700. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Deacon’ (U) and vaude. Willie and 
Eugene Howard headlining on stage, 
but b.o. tobogganing to $15,000, flab- 
by. Last week, Milton Berle on stage 
and ‘Had Way’ (U), brilliant $28,400. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)——-"Mule Team” (M-G) (2d week). 

olding currently to fair enough $5,- 

, after snagging good $9,800 last 
week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Take Woman’ (M-G) and vaude. 
ng seer py magic unit and Milt Brit- 

n band on stage pushing house to 
best vaudfilm pace in loop at healthy 

17,000. Last week, ‘Ghose Home’ 

M-G) and Joe E, Lewis on stage 
okay $15,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 

5-55-75-85)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G). 

ened Saturday (25) and looks for 
satisfying $12,000. Last week, ‘Car- 
§° (M-G), completed three-week 

allop here to good $6,400. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 

150)—‘'Gone’ (M-G) (18th week). 

clusive showing in town and head- 
ng for good $8,000 currently, after 

Ing splendid $11,200 last week. 

eighborhood shows of ‘Gone’ in 
hree outlying houses begin June 7. 


INDPLS. MELTS: 
EDISON’ OK 96 


Indianapolis, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Indiana) 


Summer doldrums have set in 

vo 4 in the downtown sector, with 
iZ lagging at all of the amusement 
alaces. Thursday (30), is Race Day 
ere at the Speedway, and it kills all 
iz for theatres. 

Opening days caught rain on Fri- 
ay, Saturday and Sunday, which 
urther nicked grosses, 

Indiana took to the air to exploit 
songs in ‘Lillian Russell,’ getting 
Wen 15-minute programs over 

FBM on Freddie Miller’s old-time 
pve. show in return for passes, which 
Station used as a mail pull on mem- 
ory contest. 

Estimates for This Week 
P Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
_— Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and 
peat Gas Squad’ (WB). Poor $5,100. 
ast week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Be- 
yond Tomorrow’ (RKO), fair $6,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—'Lillian Russell’ (20th). Play- 
ing as single feature for okay $8,500, 
hough more was expected. Last 
week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Can't Fool 
Wife’ (RKO), fair $7,200. 
pieew's (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 

dison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Babies 
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Sale’ (Col). Okay $9,000, but also 
under expectations. Last week, ‘Mule 
Team’ (M-G) and ‘40 Mothers’ (M- 
G), fair $7,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Earthbound’ (20th) and vaude. On 
the borderline at $8,200. Last week, 
‘Saps Sea’ (UA) and George Olsen’s 
orch, $7,200, which is red. 


‘OUR TOWN’ NICE 
$32,000 IN 2 
HUB SPOTS 


——_—__— 
s 


Boston, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 


Although ‘Our Town’ grabbed off 
capacity biz at the two Loew stands 
when it opened Thursday (23), the 
trade has since softened and for the 
week’s tally it will pace about evenly 
with ‘Lillian Russell’ and ‘Biscuit 
Eater,’ dualled at the Met. 

An augmented crew of Loew’s and 
UA exploiteers reaped a harvest of 
newspaper publicity on ‘Our Town’ 
when they conducted contests in 11 
cities and five states throughout New 
England to pick ‘Emily and George,’ 
young couples being feted in Boston 
on the day of the preem. In the 
Hub this snowballed into more 
breaks when the couples and some 
of the film’s stars were received by 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
governors, Boston’s mayor, etc. A 
mammoth press dinner on the night 
of the preem drew a flock of news- 
papermen and women from the hin- 
terland, and Fay Bainter, Beulah 
Bondi, Frank Craven, Thornton Wil- 
der, Sol Lesser and others were 
head-tabled. The opening was bal- 
lied as a world preem, and a ‘Holly- 
wood’ atmosphere was created at the 
State theatre. Numerous radio plugs, 
interviews -and a big national ad 
campaign helped. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mysterious Reeder’ (Mono) and 
‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep), dual, with 
vaude, three days; and “Date’ (U) (2d 
run) and ‘Hidden Menace’ (Alliance) 
(1st run), double, three days. Headed 
for medium $6,000. Horace Heidt 
comes in Thursday (30) for full 
week. Last week, ‘Grandpa Town’ 
(Rep) and ‘Tomboy’ (Mono), dual, 
with vaude, three days; and ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) (both reissues), double, four 
days, $7,200, adequate. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and 
‘King Lumberjacks’ (<WB). So-so 
$4,500 promised. Last week, ‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par) and ‘Chan Cruise’ 
(20th) (both 2d run), $5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) and ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO) 
(Ist wk). Will take around $14,000, 
good. Last week, with ‘Deacon’ (U), 
dual, $19,000, dandy. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). Good combo 
aiming at $18,000. Last week, “Ty- 
phoon’ (Par) and ‘Opened Mistake’ 
(Par), double, $11,500. 





Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Forty 
Mothers’ (M-G). Opened big, then 


slipped back to good average gait, 
around $18,000 anticipated. ast 
week, ‘House Bay’ (UA) and ‘Over 
Moon’ (UA), okay $17,000. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Saturday’s Children’ 


about $6,500. Last week, ‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par) and ‘Chan Cruise’ 
(20th), both 2d run, $7,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Buck Benny’ (Par) and ‘Chan 
Cruise’ (20th) (both continued run 
from Par and Fenway). Aiming at 
$5.000, okay. Last week, ‘My Son’ 
(UA) (3d run) and ‘Western Stars’ 
(Par) (ist run), $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Forty Mothers’ 
(M-G). Boomed by preem bally, 
with indications of around $14,000, 
good. Last week, ‘House Bay’ (UA) 
and ‘Over Moon’ (UA), $12,000. 


Montreal Wilts in Heat; 
‘Fave Wife’ Good $5,500 


Montreal, May 28. 
Victoria Day (24) and first hot 
spell of year hit grosses currently, of 
which best is ‘Lillian Russell.’ 
‘Favorite Wife’ is also okay, but 
balance so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘Fa- 
vorite Wife’ (U). Has good chance 








of grossing up to $5,500, which will 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 30 

Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (24th wk). 

Capitol—‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M- 
G) (3d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Women in War’ 
(Rep) (29). 

Globe—‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) (reissue) (1). 

Music Hall—‘My Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 1) 


Paramount — ‘Typhoon’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 

aie Conga Nights’ (U) 

Rivoli—‘21 Days Together’ 
(Col) (2d wk). 

Roxy—'‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) 
(3d wk). 

Strand — ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 


Week of June 6 
Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (25th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Edison the Man’ 
(M-G). : 
(Reviewed in Varirtry May 22) 
Criterion—‘Florian’ M-G) (5). 
(Reviewed tn Variety April 3) 
Music Hall—‘Our Town’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variery May 15) 
Paramount—‘Way of All Flesh’ 
(Par) (5). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Rivoli—‘21 Days Together’ 
(Col) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Four Sons’ (20th) (7). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
a Orchid’ (WB) 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 








be good. Last week, ‘Abe Lincoln’ 
(RKO), n.g. $4,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) —‘Dr. 
Wife’ (Col) and ‘5 Peppers’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Likely $4,000, good enough, 
after surprising $6,200 last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60 )—‘Lil- 
lian Russell’ (20th). Hoping for $7,- 
000, good. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ 
(Par), disappointing $5,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Dakota’ (M-G). Poor $3,500 in sight. 


Last week, ‘Florian’ (M-G) and ‘One | 


Beautiful’ (M-G), $3,200, n.g. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘My Son’ (UA) (2d wk). Good $5,000, 
after fine $6,000 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘9 Celibataires’ (2d wk). 
Good $1,200 after nice $1,500 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Freres Corses’ and ‘L’Heure 
Supreme.’ Poor $3,500. Last week, 
‘Quai des Brunes’ and ‘Monsieur 
Bossemans,’ not so hot at $3,600. 


‘Edison’ With 
‘Babies in K.C. 
Hefty $11,500 


Kansas City, May 28. 

Week is a contest between ‘Edison 
the Man,’ at the Midland on a double 
bill, and ‘Lillian Russell,’ at the Es- 
quire and Uptown, the only new 
films of any consequence. Tracy film 
is getting good word of mouth and 
solid boosts from the critics and will 
likely wind up in front. 

The Tower is looming larger in the 
picture this week, mainly on account 
of Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore’s orch on 
stage at the regular scale of 25c. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), solo in both 
houses. Opened Wednesday (22). 
Good $8,000 for combo, Last week, 
‘Seven Gables’ (U) and ‘Black Fri- 
day’ (U), slow $5,200. 








Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-25-40) | 


|—‘Edison Man’ 
(WB) | 


and ‘King Lumberjacks’ (WB). N.s.h., | ‘Edison’ 


(M-G) and ‘Babies 
Sale’ (Col). Queer dual combo, but 
pulling big $11,500, 
house has had in several weeks. Last 
week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘40 
Mothers’ (M-G) average $8,000. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) and 
‘Adventure Diamonds’ (Par). Dog 


story no draw and picture moved out 
today (Tuesday) after six-day run. 
Light $4,000. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ 
(Par), good $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk) 
and ‘Calling Philo Vance’ (WB) (lst 
wk). Few pictures hold this pace; 
$4,000, okay after previous weeks of 
$5,000 and $8,300. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-25)— 
‘Chump Oxford’ (UA) and Carl 
Moore’s orch on stage. Biz high at 
$8,800. Last week, ‘Old Missouri’ 
(Rep) and vaude, average $6,600. 


SLOTTERS HOLE IN 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Globe - Mills Productions rented 
space at the International Film stu- 
dio to produce 16 mm. pictures for 
dime-in-the-slot machines. 

Schedule calls for one reel a week, 
each containing six subjects. 





best 


B way Tone Better; Typhoon’ Plus - 
Tony Martin-Barnet $40,000, ‘Lil's’ 





(Best Exploitation: Music Hall) 

The Fair didn’t get so many El- 
mers this past weekend and sunshine 
continues to be a fugitive from the 
good old springtime. Result is that 
the tune played by the boxoffices is 
somewhat more soothing to a tired 
showman’s nerves in spite of World 
War II's succession of blitzkriegs. 
Although New York has more hold- 
overs than it did last week, the b.o. 
pulse is stronger. 

It is better more because of the 


pictures that linger than because of 
the new ones which came in, These 
included ‘Irene’ which is a disap- 
pointment at the Music Hall at 
around $75,000. Musical was hopped 
up a bit opening day by the personal 
appearance of Ann Neagle but since 
then the business has been lagging. 

Most houses had a better than 
normal’ Monday (27) but the Hall 
was among those that didn’t.. For. 
others the lift may have been due 
to the convention of the Garment 
Workers Union at Madison Sq. Gar- 
den, together with the weather. 

Tonight (Wed.), eve of a holiday 
and tomorrow (Decoration Day) will 
provide added coin for shows which 
go through the two days on their 
current weeks. ‘My Favorite Wife,’ 
Music Hall's next, opening tomorrow 
(Thurs.) will be a_ barrier-breaker 
‘on the holiday. State also comes in 
on that day with a new show. 

Doing a swell business at the 
Roxy, ‘Lillian Russell’ will have the 
benefit of the holiday for a probable 
$42,000 on its second week, ending 
tomorrow night (Thurs.). It came 
within inches of a sock $50,000 for 
the first seven days and in better 
| times would be doing much more. 
Goes a third week. 
| Paramount brought in ‘Typhoon,’ 
| backed by a strong stage show in 
| Tony Martin and Charlie Barnet on 
| Wednesday (22) and on the first 
week got $40,000, good though not 
fancy. Martin and Barnet credited 
with getting much of this business. 
Show goes another week, teeing off 
the second round today (Wed.). 

‘Torrid Zone’ and Sammy Kaye 
are exhibiting good strength at the 
Strand. Going through Decoration 
Day on the holdover, the gross should 
push the adding machine up _ to 
around $33,000 or so. On the first 
week the show came through the 
stretch with renewed vigor to knock 
out close to $40,000 against the first 
few furlongs that didn’t indicate 
that kind of speed. As a result of 
the gait maintained, Cagney-O’Brien- 
Sheridan picture and Kaye go a third 
week. 
| Another holdie that is in satisfac- 
tory shape is ‘Waterloo Bridge.’ 
Within a stone’s throw of $25,000 is 
indicated on the holdover, following 
a first week’s intake that reached 
nearly $35,000. Adds up to good 
profit even if present conditions held 
it from being higher and will go a 
third week. 

Two other Loew houses, State and 
Criterion, also better than they were. 
‘It’s a Date,’ with vaude consisting 
of Clyde McCoy, Block and Sully, 
[Al Siegal, Joan’ Merrill, will get 
| about $23,000. ‘Biscuit Eater’ wound 
|} up at the Crit last night, scoring a 
| good slice of black at $8,000, but 
|not quite enough to be held over. 
‘Women in War’ opens there today 
| (Wed.). 
| ‘21 Days Together,’ on which the 
|ads went as far as they could to at- 
| tract, is not doing beyond fair at the 
|Rivoli. English-made, released in 
'this country by Columbia, may get 
around $20,000. Remains over. 
| Away auspiciously Monday (27), 
‘Saint Takes Over’ may lure $8,000 
|into the Rialto, considerably over 
average, 

Best exploitation of the week 
‘Irene’ though the answer is anythin 
i but emphatic at the Music Hall. 
RKO has done everything it could 
on the picture nationally and locally. 
| An effective job on a ‘B’ picture was 
'also done by Paramount in flacking 
|/and exploiting ‘Biscuit Eater.’ The 
| Par efforts, plus good notices, no 
| doubt accounts for the business done 
| by the Crit, albeit not startling. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
| $2.20) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (24th week). 
| Went up a little bit last week (23d), 
| getting $10,300, as against $10,000 the 
previous semester. Date of closing 
|is not yet officially set, though it 
| may be any day now. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
| $1.25)—Waterloo’ (M-G) (2d week). 
| War and unrest the cause of not 
| 











'more than $35,000 first week, and 
| near to $25,000 on the holdover, but 
| this totals to nice profits, neverthe- 
less. Holds a third week. ‘Edison 
'the Man’ (M-G) goes up on the 
| marquee Thursday (6). 

Criterion (1.662; 25-40-55)—"Wom- 
en in War’ (Rep) opens here today 
(Wed.). ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) did 

| well enough at $8,000 to come close 


2d, 426, ‘Zone -Kaye 336; ‘rene’ 756 


to a holdover. Reviews were par- 
ticularly good and presumably help- 
ful. Last week ‘Hell Below’ (M- 
G) (revival), also got $8,000. 
Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Flight 
Angel’ (WB). This one doing fairly, 
probably around $6,000. Last week 
‘Adventuress’ (20th), $5,300. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘If I Had 
My Way’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Can't 
Fool Wife’ (RKO) (ist run), doubled. 
This twain looks no more than about 
$7,500, mildish. Last week, ‘Till We 
Meet Again’ (WB) and ‘Star Dust’ 
(20th), both 2d run, $8,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) — 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) and, on pit platform, 
Tony Martin, Charlie Barnet, others 
(2d-final week). Stage show count- 
ing here, with $40,000 recorded on 
the first week ending last night 
(Tues.), rather good. Holiday will 
fall in holdover as reefer aid. Last 
week, fourth for ‘Buck Benny’ (Par) 
and Gene Krupa-Connie Boswell, 
$23,000, pretty close shave. . 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Irene’ RKO) and 
stage show. Failing to hit the high 
road, around $75,000 and only the one 
week, with ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
opening tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 
Second week for ‘My Son’ (UA), 
$55,000, a steep dip from the first. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) —‘Saint Takes 
Over’ (RKO). Shunted in here Mon- 
day (27) and started out good, look- 
ing around $8,000. Last week ‘Ski 
Patrol’ (U), $6,000, a bit better than 
expected. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99)—‘21 
Days Together’ (Col). British-made 
not doing much, but suitable profit 
at $20,000 or thereabouts, and will 
be retained a second term. Conclud- 
ing four days of ‘If I Had My Way’ 
(U), on third week, under $4,000, 
poor. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th) and stage show. Tear- 
ing along at a fast clip and probably 
around $42,000 this week (2d), with 
a third starting Friday (31). The 
first stanza was just under %50,000, 
very good. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘It’s a 
Date’ (U) (2d run) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy-Al_ Siegel-Joan Merrill-Block 
and Sully, on stage. Much more life 
here this week, approximately $23,- 
000, very all right. Last week under 
$17,000 was all that could be lured 
by ‘Strictly Honorable’ (UA) (2d 
run), with Eddie LeBaron orchestra 
and Ruth Terry in person, strictly 
disappointing. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Torrid * Zone’ (WB) and Sammy 
Kaye. Fine strength being shown 
here, with current (2d) week look- 
ing $33,000, perhaps over. On the 
first week the final three days built 
the pace to nearly $40,000, very sat- 
isfactory. Goes third week. 


TRACY, 39,000, 
COLD IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 28. 


‘Lillian Russell’ ig racking up an 
excellent Albee figure and fronting 
the current b.o..march by a wide 
margin. ‘Edison, the Man,’ at Pal- 
ace, is disappointing for Spencer 
Tracy. “Lyric and the Shubert are 
below par on ‘Alias Deacon’ and ‘Ad- 
venturess.’ 

General trade is several notches 
under last week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Lil- 
lian Russell’ (20th). Excellent $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO), nine days, great $21,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—‘Fa- 
vorite Wife’ (RKO). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Big 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Irene’ (RKO), 
nice $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘One 
Beautiful’ (M-G) and ‘Enemy Agent’ 
(U), split with ‘King Lumberjacks’ 
(WB) and ‘Just Like Warnes’ (BFR). 
Normal $2,000. Last week, ‘Ski Pa- 
trol’ (U) and ‘Little Orvie’ (RKO), 
divided with ‘Rancho Grande’ (Rep) 
and ‘Grandpa Town’ (Rep), ditto. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)~ 
‘Mule Team’ (M-G) (2d wk). Dandy 
$4,000, following very good $6,500 for 
first seven days. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Alias 
Deacon’ (U). No dice at $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d run), 
fair $4,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Edi- 
son’ (M-G). Biographical theme a 
trade chiller for $9,000, disappointing 
and lowest locally for Spencer Tracy. 
Last vreek, ‘My Way’ (U), six days, 
sorry $6,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— 
‘Adventuress’ (20th). Feeble $2,500. 
Last - week, ‘Divorcement’ (RKO), 











season’s low at $1,800. 




















te car tem oan 


10 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 29, 1940 





‘Cyclops’ Good $3,500, But ‘Edison 


The Man’ Light $4,900 in Mpls. 





Minneapolis, May 28. 

The principal current depressant 
is, of course, the war developments, 
which are tightening up  purse- 
strings plenty. With heavy real es- 
tate taxes due this week, curtailed 
WPA and slashed relief, entertain- 
ment buying power is reduced, too, 
and the usual bad seasonal influ- 
ences are aggravating the misery. 
The collapse in grain and stock 
prices also has raised hob with sen- 
timent locally and had its undermin- 
ing effect on grosses. : 

Newcomer attracting attention is 
‘Dr. Cyclops.’ On the other hand, 
the highly praised ‘Edison the Man 
and heavily advertised ‘Torrid Zone’ 
are only mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
“Angel Texas’ (WB) and “Tear Gas 
Squad’ (WB), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Shooting High’ (WB) and ‘On 
Own’ (20th), also dual first-runs. 
Headed for good $2,000. Last week 
‘One Beautiful’ (M-G) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘French Tears’ (Par) and ‘Nine 
Lives’ (Col), mild $1,400. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
$5-40)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Moved here for extension of 
first-run after big week at State: 
Reaching toward good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d wk), 


$3,000, mild. 
Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25)—‘Saps 
at Sea’ (UA) (2d wk). Nicely 


spotted here and, all things consid- 
ered, holding its own pretty well. 
Should finish with satisfactory $800 
in six days. Last week, $1,000, good. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par). Much comment 
aroused by this one and its unusual 
character is helping it here. Speed- 
ing along toward good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Blue Bird’ (RKO), $1,800 in 
six days, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). Very 
well liked, but chief appeal is to 
males and that makes _ boxoffice 
prospects less forte. Traveling along 
to light $3,800 in six days. Last 
week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par), $3,000 in six 
days, poor. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G). Critics 
went all the way in boosting this 
one, but initial response extremely 
disappointing. Light $4,900 may be 
about all. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO), very big $10,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) split with ‘Hus- 
bands’ (Col). First neighborhood 
showings. En route to good $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB) 
split with ‘Girl Friday’ (Col), first 
neighborhood showings, $2,200, sat- 
isfactory. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
‘Beast of Berlin’ (Indie). Plenty 
timely and because of general re- 
sentment against fuehrer it’s square- 





a 


(U) and ‘Chan’s Cruise’ (20th), for- 
mer second run, fair $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘On 
Own’ (20th). Heading for smash 
$24,500 and probable holdover. Last 
week, ‘21 Days’ (Col) and Ted Lewis 
unit, got mighty $27,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —Torrid Zone’ (WB) and 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). Looks 
like just fair $13,000. Last week, 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Kildare’s Case’ 
(M-G), okay $14,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55) ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and 
‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G). Bill was 
moved over intact from Michigan 
and looks for good $8,000. Last week, 
‘Buck Benny’ (Par) and ‘Mule Team’ 
(M-G) (both 2d run), choice $9,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(M-G) and ‘Saps Sea’ (UA). Looks 
for good $9,500 and possible h.o. 
Last week, ‘40 Mothers’ (M-G), 
which opened so weak another pic- 
ture, ‘Angel From Texas’ (WB), was 
added to bill, weak $5,500. 


Dunne-Grant, 
Vaude, $16,000, 
Fine in Balto 





Baltimore, May 28. 

Only fairish response to product 
on hand here, with exhibs inclined 
to point to war jitters as possible 
cause. In commanding lead is ‘My 
Favorite Wife,’ at the combo Hipp. 
Also promising is ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ 
at Loew’s Century, cashing in on 
consistent daytime femme trade and 
pointing to okay figure. 

Second week of ‘Lillian Russell,’ 
at the New, is holding up in pleas- 
ing fashion, with third session al- 
ready underlined. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40) — "Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). 
Getting steady response to possible 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ 
(M-G), good $12,200. 

Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2.205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Irene Dunne- 
Cary Grant leading town to fine 
$16,000. H.o. indicated. Last week, 
‘Irene’ (RKO) plus vaude headed by 
p.a. of Bert Wheeler, slightly better 
than fair at $13,400. 





ly in spotlight. Light at b.o., how- 
ever, and out after $1,300 in six days. 
Last week, ‘It’s Date’ (U) (3d wk), 
$1,300, mild. 


WATERLOO OK 
$9,500 IN DET. 


Detroit, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

‘Lillian Russell’ is bringing fine 
biz to the Fox. Following big take 
last week, which saw vaudeville re- 
turned to the Fox stage after a 
year’s lapse, the picture is showing 
signs of grossing well up to that 
total. The rest of the town won't 
come anywhere as high, but will 
stay slightly above average. 

Vaudeville, which in the experi- 
ments at both the Fox and Michigan 
pve healthy signs, seems headed 

ack strong. Where the two major 
houses had been alternating on stage 
shows, they both will come up with 
them starting June 7—the Michigan 
with the Bob Hope troupe and the 
Fox countering with Eddie (Roches- 
ter) Anderson and Betty Grable as 
its names. 

Fox didn’t just depend on the 
mame and press bally to sell its 
picture. A window in practically 
every big downtown store nudged 
the public toward the picture with 
Lillian Russell style displays. Added 
to this was a $500 giveaway of 
jewelry. Lucky numbers’ were 
chosen from blanks deposited in the 
lobby, with the jewelry awards to 
be picked up at one of the town’s 
big stores. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Doomed Men’ (Col) and ‘Man Nine 
Lives’ (Col). Bringing in pair of 
chillers instead of a usua) switch- 
over, the bill looks for a better than 
average $6,000. Last week, ‘My Way’ 





Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) —‘Seven Gables’ (U). Not 
getting very far at $5,000. Last 
week, ‘My Way’ (U), somewhat dis- 
appointing at $6,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—Lillian Russell’ (20th) (2d 
week). Holding strong pace at 
$5,100 after bullish $6,300 on opener. 
Third sesh already underlined. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Typhoon’ (Par). Forcing to ac- 
commodate Decoration Day (Thurs.) 
opening for ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). 
Will garner tepid $8,800 for 11-day 
run, 





Summer B.0O. in Lincoln; 
‘Typhoon,’ $3,500, Is Fair 


Lincoln, Neb., May 28. 
‘Typhoon’ and ‘Lillian Russell’ are 
running neck and neck this week, 


but neither is good and ‘Russell’ is 
especially disappointing. The 19th 
century costuming isn’t hurting 
Alice Faye, but it’s stalling the 
femme trade once they glimpse the 
collar, suit and hair-dos of Ameche 
and Fonda on the lobby stills. Doro- 
thy Lamour, on the other hand, still 
spells sarong, and the latter still 
seems to maan enough male b.o. for 
fair take. 

Summer is here and indoor amuse- 
ments are taking a back seat for the 
novelty of open air. Managements 
look for help when it really comes 
to cooling system time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) —‘Saint New York’ 
(RKO) and ‘Man Tumbleweeds’ 
(Col), split with ‘Scandal Sheet’ 
(Col) and ‘Blazing Six-Shooter’ 
(Col), N. g. $8,000. Last week, 
‘Land Six Gun’ (Mono) and. ‘Hidden 
Power’ (Col) split with ‘Money 
Burn’ (Rep) and ‘Young Buffalo 
Bill’ (Rep), ditto. 

Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
503; 10-25-35-40)—‘Lillian Russell’ 
(20th). Skedded for nine days, 
which appears no better than $4,000, 
under hopes by quite a bit. Last 
week, ‘Buck Benny’ (Par), nine days, 
fine $5,300. 

Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
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236; 10-20-25-40) — ‘Free, Blonde’ 
(20th) with ‘Barn Dance in Swing- 
time’ unit on stage, 8 days, followed 
by ‘Shooting High’ (20th) and ‘Kid 
Nightingale’ (WB) Sunday (26). Al- 
together should reach $3,200, not bad. 
Last week, ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and 
‘Hidden Staircase’ (WB), good $3,- 
100, helped by weekly amateur 
show. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Typhoon’ (Par). Running 
around $3,500, fair. Last week, 
‘House Bay’ (UA), $3,000, n.g. 

Varsity ‘Noble-Federer) (1,017; 10- 
20-25)—'‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and 
‘Island Doomed Men’ (Col), Fair to 
middling, $2,200. Last week, ‘21 
Days’ (Col) and ‘Shalt Not Kill 
(Rep), okay $2,300. 


FAVE WIFE BiG 
$13,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, May 28. 

Buffalo boxoffices present a topsy- 
turvy picture this week, with the 
two indie houses milking the town 
of its amusement coin, ‘My Favor- 
ite Wife,’ at the 20th Century, is 
running up a smacking session on its 
own merits, proving that, giveaways 
or not, the picture’s the thing. ‘Have 








bullish. 

The surprise of the stanza is the 
fact that both ‘Lillian Russell’ and 
‘Edison, the Man,’ coming in with 
heavy exploitation, are failing to ex- 
cite more than ordinary business, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 


‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Looks 
geared for ~ only commonplace 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Waterloo 


Bridge’ (M-G), ordinary $11,600. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Edison Man’ (M-G). Disappoint- 
ing, around $7,000. Last week, 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Biscuit Eater 
(Par), fairish $7,509. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Girls 

Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Florian’ 
(M-G). Plenty offish at around 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Forty Mothers’ (M-G), 
$6,000, fair. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—My Way’ (U) and ‘Double Alibi’ 
(U). In the velvet nicely for potent 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Invisible Man’ 
(U) and ‘Big Guy’ (U), $7,000, oke. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO). Boiling 
over and will see second stanza. 
Over $13,000, a mop-up. Last week, 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and ‘Cur- 
tain Call’ (RKO), poor $5,000 de- 
spite giveaway. 


‘TORRID ZONE’ PLENTY 
HOT $8,500 IN PROV. 


Providence, May 28. 
‘Edison the Man,’ at Loew’s State 











and ‘Torrid Zone,’ at Majestic, are 
current biggies, Strand, with reissue 
of ‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine,’ is 
finding itself lonely. 

RKO Albee is going dark June 12 
till August. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Doubles’ (RKO). Opened today 
(Tuesday). Last week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) 
and ‘Alias the Deacon’ (U) (2d wk), 
nice $5,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Strange 
Case’ (M-G) (2d run). Weak $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and 
‘40 Mothers’ (M-G) (2d run), held 


4 fairly well for $2,800. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘La Conga Nights’ (U) and vaude. 
Vaude should help to good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and 
vaude, fair $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Girl in 313’ 
(20th). Among. the peppier bills, 
attracting hefty $8,500. Last week, 
‘Star Dust’ (20th) and ‘Chan’s 
Cruise’ (20th), fairish $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Meets 
Lady’ (Col). Among the better at- 
tractions, helping house to swell $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Million B.C.’ (UA) 
ane ‘Strange Case’ (M-G), weak $9,- 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) and ‘Lonesome 
Pine’ (Par) (reissue). Just won't 
go for the old stuff nor the dog pic- 
ture and looks like poor $4,500. st 
week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Old Mis- 
sourl (Rep), neat $8,000. 





‘House Bay’ Pacing 
Offish Denver; $8,000 


Denver, May 28. 

Denver is suffering since town’s 
both amusement parks have been 
opened. No first-runs are above 
average. 

‘House Across Bay’ at Denver tak- 
ing best money, with ‘Favorite 
Wife’ and ‘Saint Takes Over’ okay 
for second week at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 








Aladdin (Fox) (25-40)—‘Had My 
Way’ (U). After a week at the Den- 


White’s ‘Scandals, 


In Frisco; Ditto Ny 





ver, and ‘Can't Give Anything But 
Love’ (U). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th and ‘Free, 
Blonde’ (20th). After a week at the 
Denver, $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Rebecca’ (UA). After a week at 
each the Denver, Aladdin and Rialto, 
mediocre $2,000. Last week, ‘Irene’ 
(RKO) and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO), after a session at the Or- 
pheum, none too good at $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (3d week. 
Okay for third week, $5,500. Last 
week, alright $7,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘House Across Bay’ (UA). Good $8,- 
000. Last week, ‘Had My Way’ (U) 
and ‘Alias Deacon’ (U) above aver- 
age $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—'Favorite Wife (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Takes Over’ (RKO) (2d week). Nice 
$7,000. Last week’ strong $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and ‘On 
Their Own’ (20th), Fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘All Came True’ (WB) and 
‘King of Lumberjacks’ (WB) good 


Rialto (Fox) (25-40) — ‘Johnny 
Apollo’ (20th) after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Cafe 
Hostess’ (Col): Getting by at $1,- 
750. Last week, ‘One Million B.C.’ 
(UA), after a week at the Para- 
aro and ‘Danger on Wheels’ (VU), 


Sheridan-Cagney 
Torrid $5,000; 
Lville Better 


Louisville, May 28. 
Product is of a stronger hue this 
week, which will be a factor in reck- 
oning biz prospects currently. Par- 
ticularly on the main stem, all three 
houses are putting forth a real bid 
for business with pictures that should 


please all tastes. Weather has been 
favorabie for downtown houses, too, 
cold and rainy. 


‘Lillian Russell,” on a single at 
Rialto, should round out a profit- 
able week. ‘Edison the Man,’ dualled 
Loew’s State, shaping up splendidly, 
while ‘Torrid Zone,’ singled at the 
Mary Anderson, is snaring a nice 
share of town’s biz. 

Dr. I. Q. started a six weeks’ series 


My Way,’ at the Lafayette, is also | $4,000 








$93.00, Big 
Son, $12,000 


San Francisco, May 28. 

George White moved his ‘Scandals’ 
into Golden Gate this week at 65¢ 
top, and, with ‘You Can't Fool Your 
Wife,’ will take the high gross of 
$23,000. 

Following the long run of ‘Rebece 
ca,’ United Artists has another wine 
ner in ‘My Son, My Son.” Only other 
newcomer which shows signs of top 
money is ‘Edison, the Man,’ at Pare 
amount, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40) —*Water. 
loo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘On Own’ 
(20th) (2d week). Below average 
$10,000. First week, $14,000, about 
same pace. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-55- 
65)—‘Fool Wife’ (RKO) and Georg 
White’s ‘Scandals.’ At _ increase 

rices will take in excellent $23,000, 

st week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) and vaude, 
closed second week with fair $11,000, 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)—~ 
‘21 Days’ (Col) and ’Ma’ (U). Fair 

00. Last week, second of ‘My 
Way’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon Deferred,’ 
below average $6,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-40)—y 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Girl 313 
(20th). Should see good $14,000, 
Second week of ‘Mule Team’ (M-G} 
2t. we Alibi’ (U), average 

St. Francis (F-WC) (75-$1.10)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G). Return looks n.s.g. at 
$5,000. Last week (30-40), ‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par) and ‘Tear Gas’ (WB), 
a little over $4,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) —‘My Son’ (UA). Will take 
unusually large gross of $12,000 for 
this house. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ 
(UA) closed ninth week (five days. 
at around $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40 )—¢ 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) and ‘Gangs Chicago 
(Rep) (2d wk). Below average at 
$7,000. First week, lower than ex- 
pected at $10,500. 


Leigh-Taylor Hurdle 
Heat in Port., Ore., 326 


Portland, Ore., May 28. 

Warm weather and war are stil 
more interesting than pix to thi 
burg. ‘Waterloo Bridge’ is helpin 
the UA, while the werd ‘monster 
angle is used to draw biz to the 
Paramount for ‘Dr. Cyclops.’ 

‘Buck Benny’ moved to the May- 
fair after two stanzas at the Par. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35+¢ 
40)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). Fair $4.+ 
000. Last week ‘Had My Way’ (U 
and ‘Over the Moon’ (UA), averag 











of broadcasts from Loew’s State | $3,700 


Monday (27), and the airings will 
undoubtedly prove a b.o. hypo on a 
usually light day. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Typhoon’ (Par) 
and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO). 
Wasn’t so hot on first week at Rialto, 
and moveover looks to be light- 
weight. Probably $2,000. Last week, 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Over’ (RKO) (third downtown 
week), fine $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) and ‘Sin- 
gapore’ (Par) Healthy pair and 
should have no trouble copping okay 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Blue Bird’ (20th) 
and ‘House Bay’ (UA), split with 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) (revival) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col), good $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Florian’ M-G). Shaping up for 
okay $8,000. Last week, ‘40 Mothers’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G), 
fair $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). -Ann 
Sheridan-Jimmy Cagney combo looks 
like surefire b.o. Pulling strong 
femme audiences, and matinees are 
plenty populous. Heading for swell 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Flight Angels’ 
(WB), lightweight $2,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Looks 
strong and should wind up with good 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par) 
and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO), fair 
$7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and 
‘Sans Sea’ (UA). Should hit around 
$2.800, fair. Last week, ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th) and ‘On Own’ (20th), wound 
up with weak $2,500. 





20TH-FOX’S PFD. DIVVY 

Regular 3714e quarterly dividend 
on 20th-Fox preferred was declared 
Monday (27) by the directors. No 
action taken on the common. 
Preferred distribution covers the 
second quarter this year. 

Divvy is payable June 29 to stock 





on record, June 15. 


of seven Cocalis theatres in 





Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2. 
000; 30-35-40)—‘Typhoon’ (Par) an 
‘Courageous Dr. Christian’ (RKO), 
Okay $3,000. Last week ‘Doctor 
Takes Wife’ (Col) and ‘3-Mile Limit 
(Col) held six days for fair $3,200. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1, 
500; 30-35-40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par 
and ‘Opened by Mistake’ (Par). 
After two good weeks at the Paras 
mount, about par $2,500. Last week 
‘20 Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘2 Girls 
on Broadway’ (M-G), third week, 
$2,200. 

Orpheum (Orpheum Co) (1,800; 
15-25-35)—Isle of Destiny’ (RKO) 
and ‘Enemy Agent’ (U) with vaude. 
Average $3,500. Last week (30-35- 
40)—‘Crooked Road’ (Rep) took 4@ 
backseat to A. B. Marcus stage uni 
‘La Vie Paree,’ which upped th 
house to good $5,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen 
(3,000; 30-35-40 )—‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par 
anc ‘Viva Cisco Kid’ (20th). Weak 
$4,000. Last week ‘Buck Benny’ 
(Par) and ‘Opened by Mistake’ 
(Par) closed a good two weeks, 
which did $11,000 and moved to the 
Mayfair. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
‘Angel from Texas’ (WB). Leighe 
Taylor are hurdling warm weathers 
to nice $5,500. Last week ‘Edison, 
the Man’ (M-G) and ‘La Conga 
$3500. (U) held eight days to poor 


RKO’S TAKEOVER OF 7 
IN BRONX LOOKS SET 


a 
Long-pending deal under which 
RKO will take over the operation 
the 
Bronx, New York, is nearing com- 
pletion. 


Terms with Local 306, operators, 
governing the scale to apply in the 
hooths under RKO operation, re- 
mains to be worked out but negotia- 
tions are proceeding in that direc- 
tion, 
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US. Film Service 
Deal at 75-25% 


Scored in Trade 





- 


Execs of the lame-duck U. S. Film 
Service in New. York this week 
heatedly defended the terms at 
which the Government earlier this 
month sold distribution rights to “The 
Fight for Life’ to Columbia. There 
were hints in other quarters that the 
entire deal may be upset and new 
bids asked. 

Col, the only major among seven 
bidders, won the rights with an offer 


of 25% of the gross for the Govern- 
ment, and 75% for itself. Usual dis- 
tribution terms are almost the re- 
verse, with the producer getting 
about 65% to the distribs’s 35%. 

Officials of the Film Service 
pointed out, however, that there are 
no deductions to be made from its 
25%, Col to pay for all prints, 
screenings, advertising and every- 
thing else. Usual distrib deal pro- 
rates these expenses between the 
parties. 

Meantime, reports grew as a re- 
sult of cocked eyebrows in the trade 
at the terms of the Columbia con- 
tract, that New Deal-haiting Con- 
gressmen, who last month put the 
skids under the Film Service, might 
attempt to make a minor scandal 
out of the sale. Result may be either 
a request for new bids or a re- 
awarding of the contract to one of 
the other companies that made a 
higher bid than Col. 


It was admitted at the Film Serv- 
ice that there were better bids on 
paper than Col’s, but none was more 
practical. It was the only company 
bidding with a complete exchange 
and sales layout. There was one 
offer of 50%, for instance, but it was 
from the manager of a lecture bu- 
reau with no experience or facilities 
for handling film. a 

Pictures which are in work when 
the Film Service folds June 30 will 
be continued, it was explained, by 
individual Government agencies on 
whose order the outfit was making 
them. 


GREENTHAL WEST TO 
ALIGN UA EXPLOITEERS 


Monroe Greenthal, chief of the 
United Artists exploitation depart- 
ment, planed: from New York for 
the Coast on Saturday (25) to set 
up the Hollywood end of UA’s new 
15-man field exploitation staff. He’ll 
be away about six weeks. 


Greenthal’s first action wil] be to 
make final arrangements with the 
man to head the new Coast pub- 
licity office. Probable appointee has 
been selected but not actually pacted 
as yet. Greenthal will also confab 
with UA producers on campaigns for 
forthcoming films. 

Joe Shea joins UA and will han- 
dle the Fort Worth preem of ‘The 
Westerner’ (Goldwyn). Jimmy Gil- 
lespie shifts from RKO’s field force 
to UA also, not yet assigned. 


Det. House Ties Up Auto 
Agcys. For Lifts to Pix 


Detroit, May 28. 

Automobiles and the films make 
a natural tieup in Detroit. Here the 
Fox has formed a mutually profit- 
able link with the town’s many 
Plymouth showrooms. 

During last week's stage appear- 
ance of Ted Lewis, 30 Plymouths 
rolled through the streets with the 
signs, ‘Stop Me and I'll Take You to 
See Ted Lewis.’ Every afternoon 
and night the cars were out picking 
up hitch-hike fans. 

The theatre also advertises ‘Call 
your neighborhood Plymouth dealer 
for a free ride to the Fox.’ The 
showroom’s hustle a car over and 
take the family down to the theatre. 
For the showroom it provides new 
leads to customers and a chance to 
give demonstration rides. 

















Boston, May 28. 

By the simple expedient of a reversion back to show- 
manship fundamentals, expertly used a generation ago 
by theatrical advance agents for ‘’Way Down East,’ 
‘The Old Homestead’ and other plays of New England 
background, the filmed version of Thornton Wilder’s 
play, ‘Our Town,’ was launched successfully at a dual 
world premiere (23) in Loew's State and Orpheum. 
Old-timers, reading the newspaper advertisements, 
closed their eyes and visualized Denman Thompson 
back again in the opry house. 

United Artists’ recently reinforced field exploitation 
force, working in collaboration with the local Loew 
theatre organization, struck a nostalgic note in the 
exploitation and advertising campaign for So] Lesser’s 
production of the Pulitzer prize-winning play. Display 
copy and press reading notices, of which there were 
many in view of the appearance here of some of the 
film’s leading players, including Frank Craven, Beulah 
Bondi and Fay Bainter, shied away from the stream- 
lined problems of present troublous times, and accen- 
tuated the homely and simple appeal of village folk 
and life in the New England hills. 

Generous praise for the entertainment qualities of 
the film was given by the reviewers, but showmen ob- 
served the premiere handling with a keen interest in 
the rich exploitation possibilities of the picture. En- 
gagement in both houses started off at top capacities, 
and the week will show better than average business 
in each house. ‘Our Town’ is a film which stands up 
under enterprising exploitation. 

As a play, it was presented on a stage bereft of all 
but the scantiest scenery—a few props which the actors 
moved around as an aid to illusion. Regarded gen- 
erally as a novelty, it emerges as a film of honest and 
likable American home folks. Sam Wood, the direc- 
tor, working with a script which was prepared’ by 
Wilder, has imparted to the screen something of the 
deep emotional content which he gave to ‘Goodbye Mr. 


Chips’, : 
THE SIMPLE APPROACH 


Success of the handling here is attributed to the fact 
that no attempt was made to glamorize a story which 
deals with ‘down east’ people in their honest approach 
to rural life.’ All of the advertising copy was confined 
to the primitive, unspoiled viewpoints of the charac- 


. FILM SHOWMANSHIP. - 


By John C. Flinn 


ters. With half the world trembling under the impact 
of high explosives, with the other half alert to the call 
for military preparedness, ‘Our Town’ slid into town in 
an atmosphere of new mown hay, white picket fences 
around green shuttered houses, mist on the country- 
side and buzzing bees around the hollyhocks. 


First of a series of advance teasers in the newspapers 
was a well written display, two cols by six inches, in- 
troducing the characters of the Wilder play. Each is 
typed with a snatch of dialog from the script. ‘It’s 
the dream of my life to see Paris, France,’ says Mrs. 
Gibbs, whose longest trip from Grover's Corners, N. H., 
was an annual journey to Boston. Mrs. Webb, her 
neighbor, says, ‘Both my children got good features. 
I'd be ashamed if they hadn't.’ Dr. Gibbs declares, 
‘Everybody has a right to theis own troubles,’ and the 
village editor hands out the advice to the young bride- 
groom, ‘Never let your wife know how much money 
you have. Never.’ And Howie Newsome says, ‘Can't. 
keep no secrets from a milkman. I know what's going 


on, 
PROGRESSIVE SERIES OF ADS 


Each day the series progressed. Largest space was 
given over to the opening day’s display, a pictorial boy 
and girl layout, with brief captions under the heading, 
‘If you could live over again the happiest moment of 
your life, which would you choose?’ Interest is di- 
rected to the high spots of first love, marriage, first 
child. None of these is selected by Emily, the young 
girl in the film. She, the advertisement declares, 
chooses to live again the most ordinary happening in 
her life—her 14th birthday. 

Paid space totaled $5,750 in the newspapers, with 
something more than that amount spent in outdoor 
billing and premiere exploitation stunts. Latter in- 


- cluded an arc-light display, ceremonies in the theatre 


lobbies, radio tieups and introduction of guests by a 
public-announcing system. 


Local United Artists’ exchange is setting the picture 
for early openings at a score of spots outside the met- 
ropolitan area immediately to take advantage of the 
extensive circulation of the Boston newspapers, 

Initial engagement was handled by Joseph Longo 
and Louis Alleman, from United Artists’ home office, 
and Joseph DePisa, of the local Loew forces. + 





SCREENO-QUIZ. KAYOED 
AS A LOTTERY IN NEB. 


Lincoln, Neb., May 28. 
*‘Screeno-quiz,’ played jn much the 
same manner as bingo in theatres, 
was’ given the. skids under Ne- 
braska’s lottery law, by attorney 





DETROIT MGRS. 
FORM A UNION 





‘TOWN CONTEST -B. 0. 
CUES CAMPAIGN SPREAD 


Success of United Artists’ ‘Emily 
and George’ campaign on ‘Our 
Town’ in Boston last week has re- 
sulted in a decision to use it at simi- 





Detroit, May 28. 


First in its field, the newly organ-| lar openings throughout the country. 
general Walter Johnson, who said it|ized Detroit Theatre Managers &/ Stunt was to have newspapers in 


——— 





got at the bank night result by in- 


direct route, and possessed all the 
ingredients Nebraska law and courts 
recognize in lottery—price, consid- 
eration and chance. 

James T. English, county attorney 
for Douglas (Omaha), asked for 
Johnson to rule, after several Omaha 
theatres had been using the payoff 
plan to lure patronage. After win- 
ning by getting five spaces in a row 
on the ‘screeno-quiz’ cards, patron is 
called to the stage, called upon to 
pick at random one from 24 ques- 
tions he’ll be asked, and if correctly 
answering it, he gets the prize. If 
unable to answer, the money goes 
over to the next week. 

Johnson’s words, after reciting the 
finding of the Nebraska supreme 
court in the bank night test against 
the Fox Beatrice theatres of Bea- 
trice, Neb., in 1935, said ‘screeno- 
quiz’ was ‘unquestionably a lottery.’ 


TMAT FILM DIVISION 
HEAD SCORES IN SUIT 


Max G. Felder and Ben Braudie 
lost their fight against Joseph Silver- 
man, secretary of the Motion Picture 
Division of Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers Union, and 
Charles B, Carroll, when N. Y. su- 
preme court Justice Lloyd Church 
denied the plea to hold up a union 
meeting at which the plaintiffs are to 
be brought up on charges of miscon- 
duct, and also dismissed their action 
against Silverman. In ruling against 
the plaintiffs, the judge indicated 
that they had failed to exhaust their 
remedies in the union itself. 

The two plaintiffs charged Silver- 
man with dominating the union, fail- 
ing to open a union bank account, 
failure to provide for quarterly 
audits combining union money with 
his own, and refusing to appoint 
a chairman and “members of a trial 
board, vacant since December, 1939. 
They also claimed that shortly after 
the instigation of this action the 














| of strikebreaking, acting as scabs and 
‘violations of rules. 


union brought them up on charges | 


Assistant Managers Union is seeking 
affiliation with the IATSE. 

As the first managerial union in 
the field, although locals have been 
quietly organized in several other 
cities, at least three, the Detroit 
group announced through Roy Mil- 
ler, its business agent, its intent to 
affiliate. The question has been 
passed along to the IA executive 
board through president George E. 
Browne. 

At the present time the Detroit 
managers union operates under a 
charter issued through the Detroit 
Federation of Labor. 


306 PICKETING B’WAY 
HOUSE, CONTINENTAL 


For some time picketing seven 
houses which employ Empire State 
operators in the Greater New York 
area, Local 306, Moving Picture 
Machine Operators has extended 
pickets to the Continental in down- 
town N. Y. which went into an Ital- 
jan film policy Thursday night (23). 
This is the first house in the Broad- 
way zone to be picketed by 306 
which will vigorously resist any ef- 
forts of Empire to invade this terri- 
tory. 

Houses, Empire-manned, which 
306 has been stubbornly campaign- 
ing against for a long while, with 
picketing renewed this spring, are 
in the nabes and all minor. 


Mpls. to Enforce Juve Law 


Minneapolis, May 28. 

Twin City independent exhibitors 
at meeting last night (27) pledged 
selves to cooperate fully with police 
officials in enforcing curfew law 
prohibiting presence in theatres 
after 9 p. m. of unaccompanied chil- 
dren under 16. 

Police chief had complained that 
some exhibitors have been ignoring 
law and that, in consequence, there 
‘has been ris€é in juvenile delin- 
i Quency. 

















towns within a 50-mile radius pick 
the boy and girl] who most resemble 
Emily and George, chief characters 
in the picture. Each of the boys and 
girls was brought in to Boston for 
the preem, accompanied by the may- 
ors and other dignitaries of their 
towns, 

Result, UA and producer Sol Les- 
ser feel, has been such a great in- 
crease in interest in the surrounding 
territory that it has not only brought 
patrons into Boston to see the film, 
but made bookings in the towns 
much easier, Fourteen dates within 


the next two Weeks have resulted 
from the campaign. UA is making 
up a special portfolio on it for its 
staff of 15 permanent field men. 


SALACIOUS ADS BAN 
INDIE PIC IN B'HAM 


Birmingham, Ala., May 28. 
After an official OK on ‘Fools of 
| Desire’ at the Galax here, the local 
{police department rescinded the ac- 


' 


| Hon and banned the exhibition be- 
cause of the ‘sensational nature of 


advertising’ used in exploitation. 

Handbill ads on the picture were 
/a reprint of tests given Ohio State 
University students in 1938 to de- 
termine standard of morality. Police 
Commissioner Connor averred the 
exploitation was ‘indecent and sala- 
cious.’ 











\ 


‘Md.’ to Preem in Balto 


Twentieth-Fox ‘is laying plans to 
world premiere its ‘Maryland’ in 
Baltimore early in July. Rodney 
Bush, of the 20th h.o. publicity de- 
partment, was in the Maryland key 
city last week discussing preliminary 
arrangements. 

While it’s tentatively set to hold 
the preem at the New, Balto, oper- 
ated by Mechanic Morris, under con- 
| sideration is a day-and-date teeoff in 
ij another theatre there. 








Lapidus U Spot ; 
In N.Y; Other 


Manpower Moves 


Shifts in the Universal sales de. 
partment made yesterday (Tuesday) 
by prez Nate Blumberg ups Jules 
Lapidus from Pittsburgh branch 
manager to eastern district manager, 
He'll be in charge of exchanges in 
Boston, New Haven, Washington and 
Philadelphia and will headquarter in 
New York. 

A. J. Herman, whom Lapidus suc- 
ceeds, becomes Boston branch man- 
ager, and W. P. Kelly, present holder 
of that spot, becomes Herman's as- 
sistant. Pete Dana, special represen- 
tative in New York, will take over 
the Pittsburgh managership vacated 
by Lapidus, 

Lapidus was winner of the Scully 





sales drive which wound up at the . 


company’s recent convention in At- 
lantic City, 





Cleveland Shifts 
Cleveland, May 28. 

Tony Laurie being taken out of 
Warners’ exchange contact office and 
made assistant manager of Variety. 
Don Reilly, assistant to downtown 
Hipp, also transferred to Lima, O., to 
manage the W. B. State, while Guy 
Ellis from the Variety assumes his 
former post. 

Charles Raymond, division man- 
ager of Loew’s Ohio houses, bringing 
in new publicity director this week 
to succeed Milt Harris, resigned. 
Latter left Monday (27) for Coast to 
become unit manager for Jack 
Benny’s next Paramount film. Name 
of successor not announced yet, but 
he’s from N. Y. 

Domeneck Grillo reopening Fenn 
Square as foreign picture house Fri- 
day (May 30) with Italian-made 
‘Giuseppe Verdi’ as starter. It’s 
third change of. managership in one 
year for house. Newest oferator 
chiefly known here as impressario of 
Italian stage shows. 





Frisco Biz Dips 
San Francisco, May 28. 

Poor business generally among the 
Market street pix houses, which hits 
the major flickers most, has alsc hit 
the small drop-in houses with the re- 
sult that Aaron Goldberg, who cone 
trols the Regal, Egyptian, Silver Pal- 
ace and Peerless, this week posted a 
two weeks’ notice for all employees. 
It’s a precautionary measure, which 
may be cancelled if b.o. ups the next 
14 days. 

Biz in the nabes: is expected to be 
tougher with the opening of the Fair 
and may result in closing a number 
of houses of the Golden State chain, 
according to Bob McNeil, prexy. 
Circuit has 17 houses in this area. 





Canton Aud Closed 


Canton, May 28. 

This city’s 36-year-old City Audi- 
torium, used for all types of gather- 
ings, including privately-sponsored 
shows and musical revues, wrest- 
ling and boxing, meetings, basketball, 
etc., closed by Fire Chief George 
Jacob as a ‘fire trap.’ The aud, in 
downtown section, covers a block, 
seating 3,700. 





Elliott’s Airport Post 


Youngstown, O., May 28. 

John R. Elliott, in the theatre 
business here many years, managing 
the old Hippodrome, Palace and the 
old Grand Opera House, appointed 
superintendent of the city’s $2,800,- 
000 municipal airport, now under 
construction, effective June 15. 





Gilhulu’s Promotion 
Cambridge, O., May 28. 
Dan J. Gilhulu, manager of the 
State and Ohio here, named manager 
of four Shea theatres in Ashtabula, 
O. Assumes new post June 2. 


$80,000 Theatre Sale 


Newark, O., May 28. 

One of the largest real estate deals 
here in several years was negotiated 
recently when attorney Max Nor- 
pell, acting as agent, purchased the 
Grand theatre building in South 
Park place from the owners, whc 2ré 
heirs of the late James B. Thomas. 
Price paid was $80,000. 








Romano’s Recoup 
Providence, May 28. 
Antonio Romano, head of a Jocal 
neighborhood theatre chain, in 
Rhode Island hospital, ordered there 
for a complete rest. 





Gamble’s Added Chore 
Portland, Ore., May 28. 
Ted R. Gamble, manage of the 
J. J. Parker Theatres in Portland. 
Astoria, and Pendleton, elecied pres!” 
(Continued on page 20) 
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. CAPITOL’s 
THIRD WEEK! 


“A cinch to win you”— Walter Winchell 

“Excellent story and production. Taylor superb” 
— Louella Parsons, Columnist 

“Hike straight to the Capitol’ — Times 

“Absorbing screen drama” — Herald Tribune 

“Sure to be popular” — Sun 

“ Excellent. Taylor’s best, Miss Leigh fine’ — Post 


VIVIEN LEIGH and 
— ROBERT TAYLOR! 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 


t WATERLOO BRIDGE 


, extends its CAPITOL stay 
for another week! 





N 
N 
\ 
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with Lucile Watson, Virginia Field, Maria Ouspenskaya, C. Aubrey Smith -A 
Mervyn LeRoy Production + Screen Play by S. N. Behrman, Hans Rameau and 
George Froeschel - Based on the Play “‘ Waterloo Bridge” by Robert E. Sherwood 
Directed by Mervyn LeRoy - Produced by Sidney Franklin » An M-G-M Picture 
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BROTHER ORCHID 


Hollywood, May 27. 


release of Mark Hellinger 
production. Stars Edward G. HRobinsen; 
features Ann Sothern, Humphrey Bogart, 
Donald Crisp, Ralph Bellamy, Allen Jen- 
kins. Directed hy Lloyd Bacon. Screenplay, 
Earl Baldwin, based on story by Richard 
Connell; camera, Tony Gaudio. Previewed 
at WRB, Hollywood, May 27, 40. Kunning 
time, 88 MINS, 


Warner Bros. 





Juittle John Sarto..... Edward G. Robinson 
Pee AGGRMIE, 060 K6csovssceceaegnd Ann Sothern 
mG BROCK. cin st obcees ees Humphrey Bogart 
Deter SUNeliOls ésicssseesces Donald Crisp 
Clarence Fletcher....ccccees: Ralph Bellamy 
Bite the BEM .s.0scceencceset Allen Jenkins 
Brother Wren.....ccceses Charies D. Brown 
Brother Goodwin........e-- Cecil Kellaway 
Philadel: Gia Powell........Morgan Conway 
Mussy ODS ec cccccccocccececs Richard Lane 
Oe SNOT: 5600s.00 0800 neues Paul Guilfoyle 
TEENS PORVGON. «. cccceceves «..Johr Ridgely 
Brother MacEwen....c.ccoce Joseph Crehan 
Brother MacDonald.......... Wilfred Lucas 
Ceres TAO WSs 6000s secsceess Tom ‘Tyler 
Buffalo Burns........ eedeenes Dick Wessell 
Pattonsville Supt..........--. Granville Bootes 
WrONCH PARE. 0c cccecscsnsee Paul Phillips 
pa eerrrerirrr ert Don Rowan 
WIR 35000 eaeeccersecce -..-Nanette Vallon 
Handsome Harry.......0--ee+ee5 Joe Caites 
PUrkey MAIWRe. ccccccccececsesee Tim Ryan 
Dopey Perking...ccccsccccccces Pat Gleason 
NN s 6:0 5'06555:0450555566405 Tommy Baker 





Starting out as gangster picture of | 
familiar theme, this one swings along | 
at a fast pace and into rejuvenation | 
vein to wind up as overall solid pro- 
gram entertainment. Toplining of | 
Edward G. Robinson, Ann Sothern, | 
Humphrey Bogart and Donald Crisp 
provides marquee strength for good 
biz in regular runs as solo or. bill- 
topper. 

Robinson, as head of a gang sell- 
ing business ‘protection,’ abdicates 
and Bogart takes over the racket. 
But after a year’s contract with Eu- 
ropean sharpshooters, Robinson finds | 
himself broke. Returning to New 
York, Bogart and the gang reiuse 


him resumption of leadership, where- 
upon he organizes an opposition or- 
ganization. Shot when put on the 
spot by Bogart, he escapes and 
wanders into a monastery for recov- 
ery. First finding it an ideal hideout, 
he gradually is impressed by the 
sincerity of the Brothers. Regenera- 
tion is interrupted when he discov- | 
ers the ‘protective association’ bans | 
sale of the monastery’s flowers in the 
city. Through assistance of visiiing 
western ranchers, he smashes Bo- 
gart’s gang and then contritely re- 
turns to monks to become ‘Brother 
Orchid.’ 

Interwoveff, in major importance, 
is Ann Sothern as Robinson’s dazz- 
lingly dizzy girl friend, loving him 
deeply but never successful in steer- 
ing him to the hitching post. Pic- 
tures’ zippy ‘tempo is enlivened by 
socko laugh lines in the dialog pro- 
vided’ by scripter Ear] Baldwin, es- 
pecially those handed to Robinson 
and Miss Sothern in several duos. 
Standout is monolog by Miss Soth- 
ern simulating inebriation in a phone 
conversation, which is an excellent 
presentation of comic delivery and 
facial expression. ; 

Lloyd Bacon’s direction neatly in- 
terweaves dramatic punch with 
comedy passages and Mark Hellinger 
produced with expert knowledge of 
his subject. Robinson is in a stereo- 
typed role as gang leader, as as Bo- 
gart as his successor. Miss ‘Sothern 
is excellent as the moll, as is Crisp, 
head of the monastery. Supporting 
cast mainly is composed of typical 
gangster characters. Walt. 


FOUR SONS 


Hollywood, May 28. 


20th Century-Fox release of Darr:! F. 
Zanucl:-Harry Joe Brown production. Fes- 
tures Don Ameche, Eugenie Leontovich, 
Mary Beth Hughes, Alan Curtis. Directed 
by Archie Mayo, Original screenplay, John 
Howard Lawson; suggested by story by 
1. A. R, Wylie; additional dialog, Milton 
Sperling; camera, Leon Shamroy: editor, 





Francis D, Lyon; music, David Buttolph. 
Previewed in Projection Room, May 27, 
*40. Running time, 88 MINS. 
MM ice cb ac 6 su oiene eve aaebas eis Den Ameche 
eet TRIO. 3 ccccses es Eugenie Leontovich 
BRR 6 00000: ceccgsceces MOEy Beth Eivehes 
DEN RUS odivkc bagecue a ous tie eened Alan Curtis 
Se ee ee George Ernest 
IRs 610 6:0 te £.0,0.046000406060% Robert Lowery 
MOEN WOMEN csc ocbeeaeeweceas Lionel Royce 
VO eerie tee eves... Sig Rumann !/ 
Ne ein ties 006s cee casenee Ludwig Stessel 
itdelewdsestsuea deen’ oor Christian Rub 
APMOTRY n0b0s0cccececéscdenses Torben Meyer 
i SEE ET Lee ee eee Egon Brecher 
Wee RICE. 4000606 Eleanor Wesselhoeft 
Burgomaster........e.+...-Michael Visaroff 
PAU HRBIM. .6ccccceccctevases Greta Meyer 
SINNIN 540 656406046008 6.060 Ernst Hausman 
lo rer re eee Robert 0. Davis 
ls See Tee eee ee Hans Schumm 
FRSC OTORRAR . ceccccteces ss Fredrik Vogeding 
| errr er Hilliam Von Brincken 
§f Ragnar .Gvale 
Storm Troopers. oscsecvess URobert Conway 





Modernizing the basic story struc- 


ture of original silent produciion | 
made 12 years ago, graphically de- | 


picting the tragedy and suffering of 
peoples coming under the Hitler 
heel, and specifically the absorption 
of Czechoslovakia, ‘Four Sons’ mov- 
ingly portrays the dreams of a 
mother losing three of her four sons 
as a result of blitzkrieg. Picture is 
first of big ones from majer siudios 
with current war as motivation and 
ever-present background. 

Devoid of direct war and battle 
scenes, it still directly impresses 
the ravages and cruelty inflicted on 
innocent people by Hitler’s marching 
hordes. Its boxoffice draft must be 


in direct proportion to acceptance of | 
war drama as entertainment by the | 


aying public today. Only initial 
aon runs will give a line on this and 
other similar war-motivated pictures 
being readied ‘for release by various 





‘latter's loyal wife, and turns in a 


both. 


,companies. Little lightness enlivens 
the straight dramatic tragedy of story 
detailing a mother raising her sons 
|in a happy environment to eventu- 
‘ally lose three of them through Hit- 
lerized invasion of a country. 

| One goes to America before the 
‘cloudburst, eventually sending for 
her when everything else is Jost. 
'Oldest is a patriotic Czech; another 
‘becomes a Nazi ‘Fifth Columnist,’ 
while the youngest is drafted for the 
Polish campaign and killed there. 
'The two elder brothers tangle as 
‘pursued and pursuer, with latter 
‘killed by his kin and former shot 
| down by Storm Troopers. 

‘Four Sons’ is excellently made. 
and Archie Mayo carefully directed 
|it for generation of human qualities 
|against war background. Cast is ex- 
!cellently assembled for most realistic 
|portrayals. | Eugenie _Leontovich 
istands out prominently as the 
| mother with sympathetic and warm- 
'ful understanding. Ameche is the 
‘Czech patriot to the last, with Alan 
'Curtis in conflict as the Nazi ad- 
herent. Mary Beth Hughes is the 
commendable performance. George 
Ernest is the youngest son. 

Picture is dated in regard to fast- 
churning events in Europe. Since 
the overrun of Czechoslovakia, Ger- 
man hordes have invaded several 
other countries, hence the Czech epi- 
sode is in history’s pages by com- 
parison with current happenings. 

Film, however, cannot fail to im- 
press onlookers with the ruthlessness 
of Nazi subjugation. Production 
background provides excellent set- 
tings of rural Czechoslovakia, with 
natives and German invaders force- 
fully highlighting the peace-loving 
and war-mongering a of 

alt. 


The Way of All Flesh 


Hollywood, May 24. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Brother Orchid’ (WE). Solid 
Edw. G. Robinson programmer. 

‘Four Sons’ (20th). Modern- 
ized version of original silent. 
Hitler blitzkrieg backgrounds 
graphic yarn. 

‘The Way of All Flesh’ (Par). 
Dated story and script makes re- 
make of former Emil Jannings’ 
starrer a tedious filler. 

‘Lucky Ciscoe Kid’ (20th). An- 
other adventure of the border 
Robin Hood. Standard  pro- 
grammer. 

‘Women in War’ (Rep). War 
drama with battlefront setting 
present boxoffice problem. Elsie 
Janis tops cast in screen return. 

‘Pals of the Silver Sage’ 
(Mono.). Lightweight western 
with Tex Ritter in usual cow- 
boy singing role. 

‘You Can't Fool Your Wife’ 
(RKO). Rather entertaining do- 
mestic ‘B’ comedy. Should take 
care of itself. 

‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G). 
Second of Nick Carter series 
neat admixture of super-sleuth- 
ing and comedy. 

‘Man From Tumbleweeds’ 
(Col). Bill Elliott finally hits his 
stride, coming up with a hard- 
shooting action pic. 











LUCKY CISCO KID 


Hollywood, May 23. 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel-John 
Stone production. Features Cesar Romeo, 
Directed by H Bruce Humerstone, Screen- 
play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; 
origine), Julian Jehnson; based on 





Paramecunt release of Eugene Zukor pro- 


duction, Features Akim Tamireff, Gladys | Andriot; editor, Fred Allen. VPreviewed at 
George, William Henry, Muriel Angelus.’ Fox AVilshire, Beverly Hills, May 22, °40, 
Directed by Louis King. Screenplay by) Running time, 67 MINS, 

Lenore Coffee, based on story by —ajus | Cisco Kid......... cece eee ee Cesar Romero | 





of a story by Perley Poore Sheehan. 
| Cecil DeMille made an arty produc- 
tion of the piece in 1918 under its 
|original title of ‘The Whispering 
; Chorus,’ and immediately turned to 
production of his famous and profit- 
able cycle of bathtub pictures. The 
| second version, under title of ‘Way 
| cf All Flesh,’ served as Emil Jan- 
|nings’ first starrer in this country, 
|appearing as a silent in 1927, and 
distinguished mainly by a fine per- 
formance. Current remake, as here 
presented, is a pretty close pattern, 
in both script and technique, of the 
| Jannings starrer. As result, it’s an 
| outmoded and anticued presentation 
that tugs and strains with ponderous 
attempts to display sentimentality. 
}At best, picture drops into the pro- 
| gram filler class,‘a tedious dualer. 
Story boresomely unravels the life 
|of an honest bank cashier whose 
| happiness is destroyed by one false 
misstep. After laboriously planting 
jhis business honesty and happy 
| home life, tale takes him to the big 
city where he is bitked out of funds 
in his care. Identification of his 
watch and ring on a gangster killed 
| by a train seemingly establishes his 
death, and he wanders through the 
years a broken derelict, dead to his 
|family and friends. Saccharine sen- 
,timentality is injected when he peers 
| through the window of his old home 





|te find wife and grown children | 


happy—and his still 
vered. 

Lacking necessary story re-vitali- 
zation to bridge the gap from the 
'pvevious silent version, picture fails 
to generate much interest. It is 
further unrelieved with comedy 
passages, and just ambles along 
without gathering much more than 
age. 

Tamiroff is restricted in the role 
originally handled by Jannings, be- 
'ing unable to relieve the character- 
ization from its stodgy design. Sup- 
porting cast is adequate considering 
the handicaps imposed by the dated 
script and old-fashioned presenta- 
tion of picture technique. Louis 
| King finds the directi g task a rather 
| impossible assignment for the same 
reasons, Walt. 


memory re- 








Hot, Dry Days Ahead 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Edward Small’s troupe of 250 
shoved off for the Arizona desert 
‘country for eg month's location on 
| ‘Kit Carson’. 
, George Seitz directe. 


acter created by O. Henry: camera, Lucien 







Kiros and Jules Furthman; camera, Theo-| Lola............0.2- 5005 Mary Beth Hughes 
dor Sparkuhl; editor, Stuart Gilmore; asst. | Sergeant Dunn.............. Dana Andrews 
diector, Joseph  Lefert. Previewed at} Mm. Luwrence............ Evelyn Venable 
Paramount, L. A.. May 23, "40. Running Gorditon..........0..0--. Caris-Pin Martin 
| time, 82 MENS, | Judge MeQuade......... Willerd Robertson 
Kriza Family— cree rere ....Jdoseph Sawyer 
WU os Saas areas ce vested Akim Tamiroft; Tommy Lawrence. --.-Jolin Sheffield 
J EE Py SRO Peer er Gladys George | Sheriff............- -- William Royle 
OR RR eS ere William Henry | Court Cletk........ecceeeee- Francis bord 
1 eee eee Se ee John Hartley rrr terre Otto Hoffman 
f SUI Ge aed a ees Marilyn Knowlden Stace Coach Driver... .cciecrsec.cee Dick Rich 
Mitzi beteceteuateawenes Betty McLaughlin aI A ? 
As Children —- : Latest of the Cisco Kid series with 
Sa, Meh tisaesetsensins ae west | Cesar Romero is a standard western, 
Julie... 2 t..aune Hedin | better entertainment than past two 
MUM... ncccteosesisvccsss Norma Nelson ' releases of the group. ‘The implausi- 
ware aes pater eee veeeeees * saan Annet, | ae and broad situations wherein 
4 . PTOWD ccc cccccececes 3 y : : ° ° 
Reginald L. Morten....... Berton Churchill | Cisco outthinks and outwits his ad- 
WORE SONs cdceneedsvecesaoks Yue Fritz Leiber | versaries at every turn will still be 
tae POMMOE Sc Pocveseseiicans Roger Imhof | accepted -by . audiences as _ light 
SPE ree tree rt James Seay : . Pa 
bo ene Douglas Kennedy | amusement in a western setting. Pic 
WB ovickc cdiesoseestavstca James Purke| ture is a cinch for the action and kid 
Sandor Nemaeti......cccccoce ‘Torben Meyer. | trade. 

; 2 , Ivle. *. . 
Tefiy PPT ee Pee ee TTT Ce Stanley Price Story unfolds the arrival of Cisco 
| NO Oa eS DE re Jobn Harmon 4 ° ° A A ° s 
BES cain sak 6da oa ERE EEL IES Leonard Penn and his sidekick, Chris-Pin, in an 


| Arizona town, discovering that an 
This is the third film unwinding | 


imposter is raiding ranches and cat- 
bee while posing as Cisco. He goes 
| through incredulous experiences un- 
til he has an alibi to save his neck. 
| After a mild flirtation with Mary 
Beth Hughes, dance hall entertainer, 
‘snd reserved approaches to Evelyn 
Venable, widowed ranch’ owner, 
Cisco proceeds to uncover. the 
identity of the imposter and break 
up the outlaw gang. 


incorporated into the story, direction 
by H. Bruce Humerstone keeps the 
picture moving at a fast pace. 
Romero is a slick and suave Cisco 
Kid, with Martin slotted as his Mexi- 
can companion. Mary Beth Hughes 
shows promise with a _ personable 
role as the dancehall] girl and is 
likely to be heard from in the fu- 
ture, Walt, 


WOMEN IN WAR 


Hollywood, May 22. 


Republic release of Sol C, Siegel produc- 
tion. Features Elsie Janis, Wendy Berrie, 
Patrice Knowlee, Directed by John H, 
Auer, Original screenplay by F. Hugh 
Herbert and Doris Anderson; camera, Jack 
Marta: editor, Edward Mann: preduction 








manager, Al Wilson: special effects, How- 
ard Lydecker. Previewed in Projectien 
'} Room, May 21, '40, Kunning time, 71} 
| MINS, 
PEPIN 524s 15 salwar ethucdeaewene Elsie Janis 
| PAMElS. ..ccccccecevesccecess Wendy Barrie 
P EWOREW o.0.b009o00sees6 Seeeses Patric Knowles 
SBI Ss & < 6.6040405565)6 6000000500 eee GIATES 
SEO 00 6.0.08 0000 5s60seee6s ons Dennie Movre 
PRROON i.ndceneeeanensees Dorothy Peterson 
a Serer eer rer Billy Gilbert 
PRre es. SOR TOI. 5.56 506.0b0 bh ss 08 Colin Tapley | 
CAs BLOCH. 6 i cvccccesccoces «Stamey LOGen 
Dev iteesds souteesecsasenea Rarbara Pepper 
i Be eee eer ee Pamela Rendell | 
LRN 66 6.3:49.4: 0 Nip 4baS Sa SEK Lawrence Grant | 
| King’s Counsel.........3 mLecter Matthews |! 


‘Women in War’ is the first of what 
promises to be a cycle of dramas 
| with the present war as background. 
‘ With current public reaction to daily 
/news of the battle raging in Europe, 
and the engendered jitteriness of the 
Americsn public, the boxoffice pros- 
; pects of ‘Women in War’ are de- 
| cidedly problematical. If audiences 
| will go for some graphic displays of 
; war horrors—most prominent being 
la bombing attack on a ship and an 
| intensive barrage that destroys a 
| village—the film will enjoy plenty 
, Of success. But if the public is suf- 
| ficiently supplied with war through 
the newspapers and sadio_ broad- 
casts—which is indicated—the gun- 
booming on the screen will find 
| tough going to attract patronage. 
Picture holds importance in one 
respect—the screen reiurn of Elsie 
| Janis after a lapse of many years. 
The former musical comedy star 
‘and ‘sweetheart of the AEF’ during 





ehar- ! 


the first World War, turns in a 
most persuasive performance as the 
matron of a British nursing unit 
under fire at the front. J 

The war backgrouna with its grim 
destruction, overshadows a familiar 
story developed along stereotyped 
lines. Wendy Barrie is a socialite 
playgirl recruited into war nursing 
service to escape a prison sentence. 
There’s the regulation training, and 
tossing of tough assignments to the 
girl by the matron ‘ther mother); 
her romance with an air force offi- 
cer; and ciimactic finish when the 
nursing unit trucks enter the bar- 
rage zone, and the girls take refuge 
in a cellar. 

Picture is unfolded in an episodic 
manner, skimming over the thin 
story structure at a fast pace. . Di- 
rector John Auer takes little foot- 
age to develop. characterizations, 
highlighting the war spectacle theme 
to put the picture across. 

Wendy Barrie and Patric Knowles 
are acceptable in co-featured spots 
with Miss Janis. Former is the 
socialite turned nurse, while Knowles 
is the flying officer. Supporting cast 
is adequately set up. 

War scenes. provide _ sufficient 
vividness to get over picture’s main 
purpose. Special effects and minia- 
ture work eccentuate the regulation 
village bombing scenes and the air 
attack on the ship crossing the 
channel. Walt. 
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Pals of the Silver Sage 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Edward Finney pro- 
duction, Stars* Tex Ritter. Directed by 
Al Hermer. = Screenplav,, George Martin; 





sones, Johnny Lange, Lew Porter; 
editor, Robert Golden: ceomera, Mareel A, 
LePicoerd, At Central, N, Y¥.. duel. week 
May 22. '40. Running time, 53 MINS, : 
Rs Ore ere re Tex Ritter 
a (See Od Cee eee Gee 
REORS 0's.005 664 stecan he caceen Slims Andrews 
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WAG’ ERO s cabesess oskesencnl Glen Strange 
PO bakes bane « Bere rr Crpleton Young 
PCOWRMIAs 553.4000 y codices Se eunen John McGuinn 
BS rk PEE eee Ee eT Chester Cann 
REE vc oc A Es et shade cect Warner Richmond 





Latest hoss opera for Tex Ritter 
doesn't improve the ballading cow- 
boy hero's status with his followers. 
The unoriginal yarn meanders around 
worse than a stray pony, almost @m- 
pletely wiping out more exciting 
passages. Film’s brevity will allow 
it to fill in many double bills, espe- 


cially independent houses where 
there currently seems to be a lull in 
sturdy A-1 pictures. 

Not only does Riiter go through 
his customary, rugged cow-puncher 
routine with small help from a stodgy 
story, but also he has been saddled 
\down with many ordinary songs. 
Production introduces Sugar Dawn,a 
six-year-old, who should make strides 
when she learns to act as well as 
she’s now able to ride and toss the 
lariat. 

‘Pals of the Silver Sage’ crawls 
along the same old groove. Plot 
spots Tex Ritter as the itinerant cow- 
hand who goes to work for Sugar 
Dawn upon death of her parents. 
There’s much ado about changing 
| brands, with the little girl’s cousin, 
her foreman, easily recognized as the 
culprit. A couple of muggy night 





more muddled. 
Besides Ritter’s standard perform- 
| ance, which is hurt here by too much 





| helps over the rougher spots. 


Andrews, as Cactus. Tex’s reliable 
nal, wrestles manfully with unfunny 
lines and situations trying tn add 
|comedy. moments. Clarissa Curtis. 
chief heart interest. is attractive, but 
has little to do. Standard sunport 
includes Glenn Strange, 
Young, John McGuinn and Warner 
Richmond. Al Herman’s direction 
ceees net improve the véry licht- 
; weighted yarn credited to 
Martin. ear. 





| 
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You Can’t Fool Your Wife 

RKO release of Cliff Reid production. ; 
|; Sters Lucille Boll, James Fllison: features 
Roheit Coote. Virginia Vale, Emma Dunn, 
William Halligan, Directed by Rey Me- 
Carey, Siorv and adaptation, Riehared Care | 
roll and = Re McCorev; editor, Theron 
Warth: nheter. J. Rov Hont. At Palace, 
N. Y.. dual, : \ of May 2%, "46. Running 
time, 68 INS, 
Mara Hinkl'n ? - >, 
bAtapredan  Shcanes ¢ Sbbeess + sy keene Ha 
PROIGW FIWEIN «ook kccccesccd Jamee Ellison 
PAT EIOOUNS ss 0.600% 50% .. Robert Coote 
OME Sins ids os ssa 0SeKedeee enka Virginia Vale 
PAD) DICUNB ss ov ses 1446008608.00 Emma Dunn 
ORES sik 70 00055. 00beeabncs+ is Ne. enenara 
jas, He, RSS ple.2.6sc0ss5 William Halligan 
RAPIMEANER Es Stic we ee hee ee ka D Oscar O'Shea 
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| Audience reaction will be toler- 

antly receptive to this little domestic 
;comedy. ‘You Can't Fool Your 
| Wife’ makes no pretentions to being 
|anything other than a ‘B’ program- 
|mer, suitable for double bills or, in 
| Single-feature territory, as a fair 
'possibility for the secondary ac- 
| counts. 

Skirting the farcical, a number of 
| ticklish situations are met in what 
|amounts to an entirely wholesome 
| manner since the mixup in identities, 
| which forms the backbone: of the 
|more comical elements of the pic- 
j ture, deals with husband and wife. 
| It couldn’t miss getting the Hays 
seal even if the action tends to im- 
i press audiences that motives may 
|have been a little contrary to the 
| best conventions. 
| Senario very cleverly overcomes 
‘situations. that get close to the 


|mugping, the work of Sugar Dawn | 


Carleton | 


George | 


annadide! 
verboten point and, in the end, after 
it is thought the husband has tried 
to be remiss, the whitewashing jg 
made complete. James Ellison knew 
all along that he was making a play 
for his estranged missus (Lucille 
=. P 
he direction of Ray McCa 
brings out the best in comedy valu 
and the story, on which McCarey 
also had a hand with Richard Car. 
roll, maintains a pretty good crisp- 
ness. Some casual. liberties are 
taken for laugh purposes. 

The cast is consistently good. 
William Halligan, in a _ character 
comed assignment, is in there 
punching while he’s on. Action and 
lines given him are surefire, but 
there could be more of him. One 
little scene where he gets slapped 
pulls a big Jaugh. Char, 





Man From Tumbleweeds 


Columbia production and release. Stara 
Bill Elliott; features Tris Meredith, Deb 
Taylor, .Raphael Bennett. Directed by 
Joseph H, Lewis. Original  sereenplay 
Charles Francis Royal; camera, Geese 
Meehan; editor, Charles Nelson. Reviewed 
at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., May 25, °40 
Running time: 59 MINS, ; 
a ee eee eeae Bill Pliiett 
rr aren Iris Meredith 
Ce TES sc 065 s0:6< 0.08 ¥a:e0%s-< Deb Taylor 
Kilgore a Oh 60 canes cedeneses Raphael Bennett 
Lightning Pheesesetecsvee e+» Francis Walker 
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CAMECTON,..cccccocesseceee Bulward LeSsint 
SORIII 5 bdaetcagtausGenss%a5s Don Beddve 





Bill (nee Gordon) Elliott has be- 
come Col’s itinerant veace officer, a 
celluloid version of Wyatt Earp, and 
‘Man from Tumbleweecs’ is one of 
his series of Wild Bill Saunders ad- 
ventures. To date, the action field 
has been none too good to Elliott, 
but he has his feet on the ground in 
‘Tumbleweeds,’ and if the patrons 
can be sold into the action spots to 
see him in it. he may be on the way 
to. increased western popularity. 
This opus is a good one in its field. 

A mythical state, overrun with 
outlawry, is hamstrung in attempt- 
ing to check the raids, because 
county sheriffs can only go as far-as 
the county lines in their chases. Ap- 
peal is made fort State Rangers, and 
to head them comes Elliott, a two- 
gunner, Almost stymied by lack of 
funds, he hits upon looting the state 
prison of gun-fightérs, offering them 
full pardon, if they show themselves 
| worthy by knocking off the rene- 
; gece onposition. 

Ejliott fits well into the leading 
role, a cool, slow-forming-opinion, 
| fast on the draw individual. Iris 
| Meredith, fave western femme lend 
|in the Starrett pictures, is his soft- 
| eyed foil, but he rides off and leaves 
| her in the end, paving the way to 
| future range contacts in other stories. 
| Raphael Bennett, comparatively new 
| as a western heavy, although having 
| worked several times before, brings 
a new touch of meanness, with 
| Francis Walker and Al Hill as a 
couple of de luxe hard guys. Deb 
| Taylor, fast comedy talker. and 
| Ernie Adams, the traitor, do okay. 
| Technically, the picture is sub- 
| par at times, the lighting being an 
| eye-botherer. Joseph H. Lewis’ di- 
|rettoria] pace is good, and the 

Charles Francis Royal screenplay is 
}an original with slightly out-of-the- 
way thinking, which makes of it a 





Despite the familiar ingredients | seauences make the thin plot even | novelty in westerns. Should do well, 


| once it’s sold. Art. 


| —_—_—_ —__ 


PHANTOM RAIDERS 


| Hollyw6od, May 25. 


Metro-Gollwyn-Mayen release of Freder- 


Slim | 


j}iek Stephani production, Stars Walter 
| Pideeon; features Donald Meek, . Joseph 
| Schildkraut, Flcevence Rice, Nat Pendleton, 
} John Carroll, Steffi Duna. Directed by 
| Inccues 'Tourneur. Screenplay by William 


' 
| R, 


Linman: original by Jonathan Latimer: 


camera, Clyde De Vinna;: editor, Conrad 
| A, Nervig. Previewed at Uttown, May 24, 
| 40. Running time, 71 MINS, 

| Nick Carter. .......50.0000. Walter Pidgeon 
| Bartholomew... .cceces ....VDonalhl Meek 
AE SPREE. cacicestcawc ah Joeeph Schildkraut 
|; Cora Barnes......ccce..---.- Florence Rice 
| ‘Gunbeat’ Jecklin.........--Nat Pendleton 


| John Rameell, Jr. ..-.-Jdonn Carroll 





PTONOMOR, 6 ooo cssssseceoeance 50. Beem: DUDS 
Fianklin Morvis....ccccee.-Cecil Kellaway 
Jolin Ramsell, Sv........-Mathew Loulton 
Andy MacMillan....ccccece...-.-Alec Craig 
Dr. Grisson Thomas Ross 
Eddie Anders Dwight Frye 

This is the second of the Nick 
Carter series, providing plenty of 
levity in presentation of the 7d- 


ventures of the master sleuth dur'ng 
his foray avainst mocern evi~inels. 
Story formula for future entries of 
the series, as indicated here, s.x. 1d 
rive Nick a long stay on the screen. 
‘Phantom’ Raiders’ has _ sufficient 
Cramatic content and surprises, com- 
bined with neatly-interwoven com- 
|edy passages and general lightness, 
| to make it a suitable dual supporter 
‘for all runs. Growine b.o. pop- 
wlarity of Walter Pidgeon will me- 
_ terially assist in getting extra biz. 

| Seriot cenerates a take-for-cranieu 
_attitude on the part of the audience 
' that Nick Carter is a super-detective, 
| letting the audience in on the ne- 
| farious deeds he must uncover right 
at the start. and then proceeding t0 
|a tynical Carter unraveline. li’s a 
|rather new technique in story 
| presentation, and if followed, might 
| develop the series into very profit- 
| able boxoffice. 

Timely story is laid in Panama, 
'Pidgeon arriving to unravel the 
mysterious disappearance of English 
,merchantmen carrying supplies to 
‘the Allies. Aided by the bubbling 
_ but efficient amateur assistant, Don- 
ald Meek, Pidgeon uncovers the rin8 


(Continued on page 20) 
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| 19,000 PEOPLE SAW 
| ___«, Tobin proclaims “Our Town’ Week and New England 
F — _ Hollywood stars as 
i : WORD-OF-MOUTH PRAISE, critics’ RAVES roll up besioass 
| “Memorable milestone!"— Boston POST. "Superb ’’— TRANSCRIPT. 
: _. Enormously affecting!’ — traveter. “ Paying public will find it 
| | excellent entertainment!" — Herato. “Will outlive most of the 
: season's best- sellers.” — AMERICAN. 
I 
from the Pulitzer Prize Play by Thornton Wilder 
starnng 
WILLIAM HOLDEN-MARTHA SCOTT 
_ FAY BAINTER « BEULAH BONDI * THOMAS MITCHELL j 
oe Gur KIBBEE STUART ERWIN * FRANK CRAVEN 
 . Directed by SAM WOOD Yes 
: OPENING SOON at Loew's State, Providence; Poli, Spring- z Ze 
field; Poli, Worcester; Poli, Bridgeport; Capitol, Lawrence, — 1 ve 
- Mass.; Empire, Portland, Me.; Opera House, Bangor, Me. . = 
RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS = 
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Ameche on the Spot as Part Of 
Lawmakers’ Blast at ‘Organized 


Propaganda 


Washingion, May 28. 

Prospects of a favorable report 
coming out of the House Interstate 
Commerce committee’s current hear- 
jngs on the Neely bill improved con- 
siderably during the past week. With 
biuenose reform groups giving way 
to the obviously impressive busi- 
ness sense of indie exhibs as the 
proponents wound up their testi- 
mony last week and a bad reaction 
developing to ‘organized propaganda’ 
when the opponents took over yes- 
terday (Monday), advocates saw a 
strong glimmer of hope. 

While it still is problematical 
whether legislation of this sort will 
come up for debate before the ses- 
sion ends, the way the group turned 
on Charles C. Pettijohn, general 
counsel for the Motion Pictire Pro- | 
ducers & Distributors of America | 
and field marshal for the Neely foes 
last week, more than hinted that 
the measure will get on the calendar. | 
Whether a vote can be obtained at > 
this late date, with national defense | 
issues waiting, is somethin: else. 

Organized onslaught against the 
Neely bill backfired Monday (27) 
with suspicious lawmakers firing 
hostile questions about how the 


Hollywood Guilds happened to join | 


the majors’ drive. Resentment was 
obvious at the letters which studio 
employees have sent members of the 
House, while there was clear display | 
of dislike at inability of various wit- 
nesses to reply to questions. 
Ameche’s Foggy Memory 
Repercussions occurred when Don 
Ameche took the stand in afi at- 
tempt to impress the House Inter- | 
state Commerce Committee ~ with 
marquee name disapproval of the re- 
form panacea. Earlier Col. Jason S. 


| 


Joy of 20th Century-Fox had nettled | 


members by dodging all inquiries 
about sales methods. 

Real flareup pivoted around Rep- 
resentative Clarence Brown, an 
Ohio Republican who had _ been 
counted upon to fight the measure 
but who has thrown out hints he’s 
for the bill. Right after Representa- 
live James McGranery of Pen:izyl- 
vania had inquired, ‘how did the 
Guild happen to get into this,’ the 
Ohioan referred to the mail barrage 
by screen actors. 


Recalling he received a letter from ‘ 
Ameche, Brown inquired if the ac- | 
personally. | 


tor wrote the letter 
Foggy memory was the excuse for 
ducking a direct answer to this and 
related queries about how it hap- 


. ‘straight-jacket’ producers. 


,and the Breen scrubbing system. 


tribs can be guilty when the number 
of accounts varies so widely. With 
a market of 16,500 theatres, recapitu- 
lation shows numerous rejections 
(indicating that contracts are not too 
tight) and sales of A films to more 
than the regular customers, Petti- 
e e john interpreted. He added that 

every film denounced by the Cath- 
in Fighting Neely =i: last year was sold singly and 


un-Breened, 





MeGranery Goes After 
, through increased rentals and length- | Havs Org and Pettijohn 


ening of interval between runs. 

Story of how the major distribu-' Punch-swapping continued for the 
tors reallocate films whenever a cus-' remainder of the week with pro- 
tomer makes use of the ‘ejection ducers receiving the most stinging 
privilege—told by Nathan Qamins of sjap when Representative McGran- 
Fall River, Mass., former president ery, the Philly supporter of the bill, 
of Allied States Association—obvi- eglled the ‘fabulously rich’ Hays or- 
ously made a deep impression on the ganization on the carpet for a com- 
House Interstate Commerce Com- pjete accounting as to propaganda 
mittee. Even the lawmakers, who expenditures, salaries, revenues and 
consider the Neely bill unworkable, | the like. 


privately confessed they thought the | When Pettijohn resumed the stand | 


windup testimony of the proponents yhursday (23), McGranery insisted 

was so telling that the producer-dis- 7 a : 

tributor group and its affiliated thea- thet 7 wont ra know how Ge a> 
Zanization gets its money and what 


Neely Vote a Race Against Time 





matters. 


whips something into shape by the 


Senate. Doubtful, however, if the 


moving to suspend the rules. 


PEFHEFFESFSEPEESDSFOOO SH 


Neely Sidelights 


444444444464. 


Washington, May 28. 


The House Committee’s leading 
wit, Representative Luther Patrick 








—— ought to begin making con- i} Goes with it?’ Hays counsel, after 

Opponents got off to a fairly good ‘considerable squirming, volunteered | 
start with Representative John M. 
Costello, whose district embraces 
most of Hollywood, presenting the 
argument that the legislation would 


the info that dues-paying members | 
had kicked in approximately $450,000 | 
|last year—or little more than half | 
of what the take amounted to some 
|years ago. ‘Drastic cuts’ have been 
|made in the Hays budget, Pettipohn 
‘Said, including a 20% cut in his own 


blockbooking causes monopoly and | *#lary. : j 
argued that the bill would not en-| While Allied and the reformers’ 
able local communities to influence | 8TOuPs enjoyed the grilling the Hays 
selection of films unless it was sup- °rganization was given, Pettijohn 


In setting the pace for the techni- 
cal witnesses, Costello denied that 


‘plemented by a censorship or boy- | and other proponents of the bill 


cott. He laid the groundwork for Pulled up their heavy artillery to 
Pettijohn’s contention that the meas- Prove: (1) That Allied represents 
ure would ‘destroy’ the Hays code 'ONly a small majority of the in- 
| dependent exhibs; (2) that reform- 
Last licks for the proponents were €TS are neither needed nor Wanted 


put in by H. A. Cole, present Allied |by the industry and (3) that much 
and |Of the testimony given by the bill's 


‘States Association prexy, ‘ 
Yamins, his predecessor. Selective Proponents was of questionable 
buying would bolster the entire in- | Value. — ; 
‘dustry, not injure it, they contended.| Pending anti-trust suit against 


ithe industry is not feared by the 
| producers, Pettijohn indicated in re- 
sponse to questions from Repre- 


Cole Cites Difference 


| 
| Of Patronage Types sentative Wolverton, of New Jer- 
} 


Declaring that the ‘family trade is |S¢Y- Majors may be exonerated of 
the backbone’ of the business; Co], \Charges contained in the complaint, 
Cole conceded there is difference be- |€ implied, but any decision on the 
tween downtown and neighborhood | Part of the N. Y. Cireuit~Court of 
‘patronage but insisted that ‘the | Appeals will be welcomed by the 


American people are a clean people | oesrw | as a ‘chart’ to guide future 


and we don’t want to go the way of | 
ithe legitimate stage, which now is | Hays’ ‘Lobby’ 

‘only Broadway.’ He recalled the| Replying to questions concerning 
early depréssion years when enter-|the Hays ‘lobby,’ Pettijohn asserted 
'tainment was in the doldrums, re-|that ‘this motion picture lobby con- 
marking that the producers admin- | sists of Burt New and James Fitz- 
| istered a shot in the arm with ‘lurid, | gerald (Washington officials), and, 
sexy pictures’ which had to be given | on the West Coast, of John W. Bry- 
\in increasingly stronger doses until|son, my assistant, and myself.’ 
‘the Legion of Decency stepped in| Committee was told by William F. 
and saved films from ‘oblivion. He | Rodger, Metro sales manager, that 
remarked that the exhibitors don't | adoption of the Neely bill would 
want to suffer a surgical operation | increase unemployment, result in an 
\again, |immediate cut in the studio’s pro- 
Synopsis clause is workable, ac-| quction of approximately 25%, and 


cording to Cole, Exhibs can judge | 1 h ; i 
fairly well from an outline what the preclude the production of ‘specula- 


|tone of the film will be, he said, al- 


\though they’d have to take chances. years, 


| quizzing Don Ameche. 


of Alabama, rang the gong while 
Illustrating 
the way dialog can be given differ- 
ent meanings by various inflections 
and tones, he apologized for his 
amateurishness and commented: ‘I 
may have gotten enough there to 
have even an actor understand.’ 





While Ameche ’was being tossed 
around for writing a letter protest- 
ing about the legislation, Congress- 
man Clarence Brown inquired: ‘How 
did you get my name? I've heard 
of you, Mr. Ameche, but you never 
heard of me.’ 





Form letters that Shirley Temple 
and Mickey Rooney wrote served 
some purpose. Brown said his son 
added ‘Jr.’ after dad’s name and dis- 
played them to kids at school, 





The hazing was not all one-sided. 
Charges that Allied prepared a ‘one- 
sided description’ of the Neely 
measure that was circulated in 
pamphlets distributed by Pegnsyl- 
vania women’s organizations went 
into the record. 





Presence of Ameche drew a big 
crowd. Though the@arge room was 
only a quarter filled when he ar- 
rived, within 30 minutes the stenog- 
raphers from the House Office 
Building were lining the walls and 
standing three rows deep in the 
rear. 





California’s Car] Hinshaw, swarthy, 
bald-headed, husky former real- 
estate salesman, drew compliment 
that had a bite in it. One of his 
colleagues remarked the Pasadena 
Republican is handsome enough to 
| be a film hero. 


— -—— 





| Efforts to speed a showdown by 


Washington, May 28. 


Consideration of the Neely bill became even more a race against time 
this week following hints that the House Rules Committee now is 
going to deny legislative clearance for anything but the most urgent 
In the hope of speeding adjournment, the group which 
dictates what business is taken up, was reported to have informed mem- 
bers interested in other subjects that no more special orders will be 
forthcoming after Wednesday (29) except in unusual situations. 

This may not be an insurmountable barrier. 


If “the Committee 
middle of next week, there still is a 


possibility a vote could be obtained. Primarily because it will be 
possible to argue that the Neely proposition already has passed the 


matter could be brought up in any 


other manner—such as a call of the calendar, unanimous consent, or by 





Detail the Most 
Booked or Least 
Cancelled Pix 


—_—_——_——_ 


Washington, May 28. 

Top bookings of five majors ran 
from 14,500 to 9,300, according to 
figures furnished the House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee last week 
as- circurnstantial evidence that ex- 
hibitors are not required to take ‘all 
or none.’ Complete reports were 
given by Universal, Paramount, 


Metro, RKO and 20th-Fox. 

Best seller this season (up to April 
6) was ‘Jesse James,’ which had 
played in 14,552 houses. ‘Union Pa- 
cific’ was less than a rail-length be- 
hind—14,261. Worst cluck was 20th- 
Fox’s ‘Inspector Hornleigh,’ unreeled 
only in 1,145 spots. 

First and last five for each of the 
majors willing to lift the veil: 

20th-Foex—‘James,’ 14,552; ‘Ragtime 
Band,’ 14,037; ‘Kentucky,’ 12,884; ‘Sub 
| Patrol, 11,517; ‘Rose of Washington 
Square,’ 11,396; ‘Pardon Our Nerve,’ 
6,074; ‘Chasing Danger,’ 5,832; ‘Meet 
the Girls,’ 5,550; ‘Smiling Along,’ 1,- 
| 996; ‘Hornleigh,’ 1,145. 

Metre—‘Boys Town,’ 12,126; ‘Hono- 
lulu,’ 11,229; ‘West With Hardys, 11,- 
218; ‘Tarzan Finds Son,’ 11,187; ‘Sta- 
blemates,’ 11,146; ‘Bridal Suite,’ 7,- 
054; ‘6,000 Enemies,’ 6,805; ‘Within 
Law,’ 6,618; ‘All Come Out,’ 5,998; 
‘Christmas Carol,’ 5,308. 





RKO—‘Gunga Din,’ 10,306; ‘Love 
| Affair,’ 9,057; ‘Bachelor Mother,’ 9,- 
| 648; ‘Mad Miss Manton,’ 8,581; ‘Room 
| Service,’ 8,468; ‘Fighting Gringo,’ 4,- 
641; ‘Panama Lady,’ 3,555; ‘Spell 





Binder,’ 3,527; ‘Conspiracy,’ 2,710; 
i ‘Escape to Paradise,” W843. 

| Paramount—‘Union Pacific,’ 14,261; 
|\‘Man About Town,’ 12,025; ‘Star 
| Maker,’ 11,816; ‘Sing Sinners,’ 11,261; 


| tive pictures’ of the type which have | afternoon sessions wern’t very suc-|‘Men With Wings,’ 11,189; ‘Third of 
received much praise in the past few | cessful. Too pressing legislation was | Nation,’ 5,139; ‘Back Door Heaven,’ 


y , | - » | e 6 ‘ ic od 7 
‘ pened so many letters came at once, | Texan said the Neely measure ‘would. Metro would be forced to; on the floor of the House every | 5,110; ‘Drummond, Secret Police.’ 4, 








why many times the same expres- 
sions appeared, how the names of 
the Congressmen were obtained, and 
who suggested the personal protests. 
Brown sarcastically observed it is 
helpful to hard-pressed lawmakers 
pondering controversial issues like 
‘morals and economics of film dis- 
tribution’ to have the views of 
Mickey Rooney and Shirley Temple.’ 


~ Directors Oppose 


ne Me ca tone swaiadntiemesemnaatenninesiitntesaunneh ~aetyerwunsnn-araimanssmiei nisin 


Synopsis Proviso 


Like Ameche, two spokesmen for 
the Screen Directors Guild, Albert 
E. Sutherland (Universal) and 
George Stevens (Columbia) declared 
flexibility is imperative. 

More of the same argument was 
presented by Col. Joy, who brought 
in sample scripts to emphasize his 
objections. He recited 
where exhibitors, the Breen office, 
and others had obtained one: idea 
from the treatment of script and an- 
other impression after seeing finished 
product. 

Topical pictures must be given up, 
while 20th-Fox is prepared to sell 


pictures only singly, after comple- | 


tion, and via trade showing in event 
the panacea gets on the law books, 
Joy declared. 

Independent exhibitors from the 
West Coast and Texas voiced alarm, 


’ . rod ] 5 ¢ 
enforce itself’ and a lot of litigation P uce only such films es ‘we 


| afternoon but one. While the House | 910; ‘Drummond’s Bride,’ 4,507; ‘Un- 


incidents | 


is improbable. 

Read Variety Editorial 

| Several telling hits were regis- 
tered by Cole and Yamins. The 
‘Texas exhib, citing a VARIEty edi- 


torial, remarked that ‘Abe Lincoln’ | 


is ‘being murdered’ by affiliated 


houses which are dualing on the| 
heels of the road-show; Yamins ex-| 


plained how he had cancelled ‘Blue- 


bird’ and then been forced to show | 


a C picture for which the rental was 
jacked up. The court decision in the 
Interstate Circuit—Texas Consoli- 
dated case was offered by Cole as 
proof that a minimum boxoffice 
price is fixed by the majors in most 


instances and that the large chains | 
subsequent-run 


tell their smaller, 


competitors, what the scale must be. | 


Confident that the bill ‘would be 


concerning the most desirable means 
of selling. The Fall Riverite said he 
would prefer to buy his features one 
by one; present Allied head pre- 
ferred ‘blocks of our own choice’ to 
save time and trouble, besides assur- 
ing a backlog. 

Asserting that he never played 
any film condemned by the Legion 
\of Decency, the Bay Stater went 
into considerable detail about the 
reallocation process. Specific ex- 
amples impressed the lawmakers, 


a boon,’ Yamins disagreed with Cole | 


|know about,’ Rodgers said, adding | met at 11 o’clock a couple of days, | married,’ ‘4,408. . 


| that ‘they wouldn’t be of the Cin- 
|derella type, or Alice in Wonder- 
land.’ . 


Harry Brandt Pulls No 
| Punches in Airing Views 


| Appearance of Harry’ Brandt, 
president of Independent Theatre 
| Owners Association of New York, 


proved one of the high-spots of the 


week’s entertainment. Two-fisted 
New York ‘exhibitor pulled no 
{| punches in telling the committee 


what he thought of the bill and add- 
ed plenty of side-comments on sub- 
jects not covered by the legislation. 

Affiliate theatres are thegfly in 
| the exhibitors’ ointment, Brandt 
pointed out, because of their access 
to first-runs. Brandt said that he 
| was ‘definitely convinced that the 
| evils of the industry are the faults 
of the producers, distributors and 
affiliated theatres,’ but added that 
| ‘there is nothing in this bill 40 cure 
| them.’ - 


Committee members listened to 
| the New Yorker with more interest 
| than they had shown during the en- 
tire week. Brandt's spade-calling in- 
' cluded an attack on double features, 
| which he claimed were ‘giving the 
| public indigestion’ and a crack at 


| 


chiefly that the bill would cost them who were told that trade practices the inclusion of admission charges 


their product. R. H. Poole, secre- 


at the present moment are ‘more 


in contracts which he described as 


tary of the Pacific Coast Conference, onerous than ever’ despite repeated an ‘abominable practice.’ 


scenting a remedy worse than the confabs over contract terms. Yamins | 


Claiming that Allied did not rep- 


disease, was apprehensive that runs predicted that ‘if you fail to pass this | resent the rank and file of the indies, 
would be taken away if distribs start bill, you will give the distributors | Brandt said that exhibitors are not 
selling pictures individually. Henry the green light to further increase | suffering from compulsory block- 
Reede of Texas, who feels the prin- the burden on exhibitors and force | booking because, in the last five 


cipal trouble is ‘not bad (in a moral 
sense) pictures but too many small 


‘them out of business.’ 
The annual statistical resume of 


' years, it has been ‘completely eradi- 
| cated.’ Squawks that the trade prac- 


ones that aren’t good boxoffice,’ said the majors was offered as proof that! tice forces the playing of undesire- 


there is danger of a ‘monopoly of there is no ‘compulsion’ on the ex-' able pix are not true, he said, and | 
‘99 times out of 100’ pictures are 


playing timé by large circuits,’ 


ihibs. Pettijohn asked how the dis- 


i ew tne ae ae 


Chairman Lea generally’ = didn’t 
| knock off until 1. A quorum call 
| helped Charles C. Pettijohn stretch 
| out his talk, interrupting him before 
| he was half through his remarks and 
| forcing an early recess, 





| cancelled because the theatre owner 
thinks he can’t make money out of 
them, rather than from any moral 
hesitancy. 
Brandt Gets No Complaints 
Not a single complaint in four 


as far as his own houses are con- 
cerned. This he attributed to the 
fact that he plays certain types of 
films in the districts which enjoy 
that kind of film-fare, sophisticated 
drama for the snootier New York 
houses, pix of the type of ‘Primrose 
Path’ for 42d street, and wholesome 
pix for the suburban communities. 

Neely bill restrictions will ‘throt- 
tle and destroy’ the industry accord- 
ing to Herman Wobber, general 
sales manager for 20th Century-Fox, 
and heavy losses incurred from the 
loss of foreign business will be in- 
creased when the superiority of 
American films is injured to an ex- 
tent which will shut off the few re- 
maining outside markets. His com- 
pany would have to _ increase 
inventories by from 50-100%, Wob- 
ber said, cost of distribution would 
be raised 25% and the public could 
expect a boost in admissions of from 
15-20%. 

Last witness of the week was 
Judge Roy L. Walker. president of 
the Theatre Owners’ Protective As- 
sociation of Texas, an organization 
which has been fighting Allied 





States.. Bitterly complaining about | 
letters sent to the Texas Congres- 
sional delegation by his rivals, ! 


years, the New York exhib declared, | 


Universal—‘East Side Heaven’ 8.- 
| 342; ‘Smart Girls Grown Up.’ 9,044; 
‘Can’t Cheat Honest Man,’ 8,869; ‘Son 
Frankenstein, 7,727; “Tough Guys’ 7,- 
645; ‘Strange Faces,’ 3,458; ‘Mystery 
| White Room,’ 3,342; ‘Forgotten Wom- 
an,’ 3,174; ‘Inside Information,’ 3,172; 
‘Asked for It,’ 2,774. 

The ‘most cancellations’ list hand- 
ed the lawmakers to back up argu- 
ments of distributors that, even with- 
|out the Neely bill, exhibs are loath to 
| play ‘class’ films, showed: 

‘Music for Madame,’ 5,873; ‘Quality 
| Street,’ 4,837; ‘Hitting a New High,’ 
| 4,662; ‘Great Garrick,’ 3,389; ‘April 
| Romance,’ 3,871; ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream,’ 2,971; ‘Green Pastures,’ 1,506. 

Least cancellations (under 20) 
were on ‘Lady Be Careful’; ‘Last 
Gangster,’ ‘Alcatraz,’ ‘I Am the Law,” 
‘Gave Him a Gun," ‘Jungle Love.’ 
‘Angels Dirty Faces,’ ‘Slight Case of 
Murder’ and a few others along the 
same line. 


WB Bristler for Muni 


Hollywood, May 28. 

‘High Sierra,’ adapted from W. R. 
Burnett's novel, is slated as Paul 
Muni’s first screen job at Warners, 
following his return from a stage 
tour in ‘Key Largo’. ° 

‘The Life of Beethoven’ has been 
postponed to make way for the ac- 
tion yarn, ~ 














Walker denied that a majority of 
theatre owners in Texas are for the 
Neely bill. 

Out of 899 Texas theatres, 85% 
have signed a petition which Walker 
| has brought to Washington to give 
to Texas Congressmen, he said. 
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RKO Follows Goldwyn Into Gallup 
Poll Idea on Public's Film Tastes =.» »mcss, soe om 


‘ ee 


Long strides toward determining | THEATRE REALTY MAN 





Guilds Fight 


Continued from page 7 














ager of Central Casting: 

, ‘Seattergun methods of filling extra 
, jobs are not justified when such care 
given to planning production. 





is 


|NW ALLIED PLANS TO 
PAYROLL AN EXEC SEC 


Minneapolis, May 28. 

| With President W. A. Steffes ill 
‘and on six months’ leave, Northwest 
| Allied independent exhibitors body 
| will employ full-time executive sec- 


| 


what's wrong at the b.o. are ex- | 
ected by the industry as the re- | $0 

malt of the enlistment within the | BUYS EDI N STUDIOS 
past couple weeks of Dr. George 

Gallup's poll machinery to study| Edison Studios in the Bronx, sold 
several phases of the problem. RKO) Jast week by reps of the Edison fam- | 
this week became the second pro-| jjy, is being refurbished for pro- | 





ducing outfit to call upon Gallup and | duction of commercial, industrial and | 


|retary at a substantial salary to run 
Under our present method rush calls jt Those being considered for post 


develop into memory contests. When ' are Ben Ashe, Berger circuit’s gen- 
a studio calls at 5 am. for 250 men ‘eral manager; Harry Sherman of 


’ N. Y. City, one-time Gotham union 
ane babomasial es report * . = these head, later with Paramount Theatre 
is no time for selectivity. It is just | circuit in this territory and present- 


‘a matter of remembering this per- | ly state-right film distributor; and 


es a result he is organizing a sep- | educational pictures in the 16 and 35 | S©M 


arate staff to look into film tastes 
and habits. 

New organization will be known as 
Audience Research Institute and will 
operate from the same headquarters 
as Gallup’s American Institute of 
Public Opinion at Princeton, N. J. 
David Ogilvie, assistant to Dr. Gal- 
lup, will be in charge. RKO is foot- 


mm. fields. Purchasers were Jacob | Script we can study its talent re- 
| Levy, New York theatrical real es- | quirements, go to our files which we 
tate operator, and his two sons, | 4re building up as rapidly as possible 
Leon and Mortimer. -and prepare for the call days and 

Levy built a number of theatres in | SOmetimes a week ahead., We will 
Brooklyn and was associated with | Know the number and type of extras 
William Fox for 15 years in opera- | Tequired and there will be time to 
tion of several houses. He has never | Teally weigh talent and suitability. 


engaged in production before, how-| Negotiations get under way this 


s Office, and while the latter uses the 
~ figure, it admits it is just a rough 









ing the bill, although it is expected 
other producers may participate al Studio was erected in 1905 by 


profit by results obtained. | Thomas A. Edison. It is four stories 
Samuel Goldwyn recently aroused high with 12,000 square feet of space. 
Gallup's interest in films. He wanted | jt was operated during the World 


a survey made on popularity of gwar by other interests, but later re- 
double features, for which he of-| Se thes 


u | verted to the Edison family. 
fered to pay. Gallup refused but | been used off and on almost continu- 


ever. 


‘week between Central Casting and 
the American Federation of Office 
| Employes, which claims to represent 
> majority of workers at Central. 
'Prexy Elma Goodwin, of the AFOE, 
|is demanding a closed ‘shop agree- 
ment, a minimum wage of $25 per 
week for clerks, and a minimum of 


set out to determine if there was! oucjy for commercial shorts and $75 week for top casting directors. 


enough public interest to warrant a | 
poll at the Institute’s expense. He | 
found there was, and announced at 
a press conference in Goldwyn’s 
Waldorf-Astoria (N.Y.) hotel suite 
two weeks ago that he would make 
such a survey. 

Gallup, in addition to the Public 
Opinion Institute, which is supported 
by syndicating its results to 117 | all 
newspapers, runs a private research | 
organization. It is this that will! 
make the survey for RKO, while | 
the Institute will go ahead with the 
double-feature question. 

Gallup’s Eye to Future Biz 


some colored and Jewish features. 


Eastern P.A. Guild’s Drive 








‘Guild operates.’ 


jart workers was unsigned. 


| The State Assembly took a crack 
at Philbrick, but a resolution censor- 
_ing the Producers for a publicity an- 
_nouncement in connection with his 
‘appointment died when the special 
/session adjourned until December. 


Making a drive for a concerted The resolution resolved that the 
' front in the east, the Screen Public- | Assembly vigorously condemns ac- 
ists & Advertisers Guild bombarded! tion of those officials of the motion 
home offices during the past! picture industry who were partie 
week in an effort to get non-mem-|to or associated with release of pub- 
bers of the Guild to attend the Mon- | licity designed to create publie im- 
day meeting (27) to ‘see how our | pression that Howard R. Philbrick 
| Mimeographed let- had rendered good or valuable ser- 
jter sent to publicity, advertising and | vice to the State of California.’ Phil- 
Stated | brick resigned as State Director of 


Gallup indicated in announcing the | yesterday a 15% imerease in mem- | Motor Vehicles after accepting re- 


poll on duals that although it was; bership resulted and that all h.o’s 
costing the industry nothing his in- are now represented. 
terest might not be entirely altru-| At the Monday (27) gathering, the 


istic. He prophesied that it wouldn't | Guild passed on the proposal for | 


be long before nc comapny made a affiliation with the Coast Screen 
picture without first calling for a/|Publicists Guild and discussed a re- 
poll to determine acceptability to the port on contract proposals to be 
public of story and stars. Announce- | made in the east 
ment of George J. Schaefer, RKO,| Decision has been reached to hold 
prez, at the company’s convention |g joint convention of the two Guilds 
in New York Monday (27) of Audi-|to set up a national SPG. Date not 
ence Research is no doubt Dr. Gal- | wa set. 
lup’s idea bearing fruit. SPAG reported that ‘the work 
Quiz expert declared last week!done to date has been basic to the 
that it had been virtually decided | future of the Guild, which is now 
to include in the twin-bill survey | assured.’ 
a query to Joe Public, his wife and | 
his kids on why they don't patron-| 2 ,vthing from 50,000,000 to 100,000,- 
ize the films more often. From this | 000 might be equally accurate. 
would coincidentally develop, he| Garjup declared that his survey so 
stated, how many admissions are far has shown pretty conclusively 
paid to theatres each week. He de- | that there are 90,000,009 to 100.- 
clared that the answers to these | 999 o99 people in the country who go 
questions were almost a _ necessity to theatres once a year or oftener 
in getting at the double-feature prob-| 4)... that there are 25,000,000 people 
Jem. With the additional gg ch financially and geographically able 
vided by RKO, he — 1 oo to attend films who.go five times a 
carry his ferreting still farther. year or less. It is this tremendous 
PIK UP ADD group, the poll expert said, to which 
Wrong Estimates advertising and publicity and the 
On the questions of weekly ad-/ right pictures must be aimed. 
missions, Gallup said that prelim- About 30,000 people will be 
inary surveys show the 85,000,000| queried on duals, he _ estimated, 
figure now generally accepted by the | emphasizing that the number doesn’t 
industry to be way overboard. Closer} count so much as a careful cross- 
estimate, he said, is between 55,-| sectioning of the type persons 
000,000 and 65,000,000, The 85,000,000 | asked. Gallup polis have had an 
is quoted by the motion picture di-}| average error of only 3% in fore- 
vision of the U. S. Department of | casting political elections and got 
Commerce as coming from the Hays | their closest score, an error of %%, 
with only 2,500 interviews in the 
Dewey-Lehman election in New 
York state. 











estimate and anybody else’s guess of 


| 


sponsibility for a dictaphone that had 
been placed in the hotel room of the 
Assembly speaker. He had held that 
job only a short time, following his 
resignation from the Department of 
Justice. 5 


WB 6Mos? $1,518,497 








Net; $147,391 Under ’39 


Warner Bros. net operating profit 
for the 26-week period ending Feb. 
24 last dipped only $147,391 below 
that of comparable period in 1939. 
Report issued Monday (27) showed 
net of $1,518,497 for the first half 
of the new fiscal year as compared 
with $1,665,888 net in the corre- 
sponding. 26-week period last year. 
Before deductions for amortization 
and depreciation of properties and 


Federal income taxes, the company 
actually showed net of $4,754,767. 


The net profit, after all deductions 
and allowance for current dividend 
requirements on _ preferred stock, 
amounted to 35c. per share on 3,701,- 
090 shares of common outstanding. 
Report revealed that the company is 
in arrears $30.80 per preferred share 
as of March 1 last. 

Warner gross income was off 
about $1,487,000 at $50,728,842, after 
eliminating inter-company transac- 
tions. During the period covered by 











the report there was a net credit of 
$149,701 made directly to earned 
surplus. 


and that one. With a working | Charlie Weiner, who just has stepped 


out as Monogram branch manager 
here. Directors will decide on rec- 
ommendation to submit to conven- 
tion here latter part of month. 

Plans are to make organization 
all-inclusive and to increase its ac- 
tivities. 


Disney Feature Not On 
RKO Sked; 18 Shorts Set 


Absent from the announcement of 
RKO’s 1940-41 product made at the 
company’s convention in New York 
Monday (27) is mention of a fea- 
ture-length cartoon from Walt Dis- 
ney, although the pen-and-inker is 
expected to have ‘Bambi’ completed 
by next January. 

Hal Horne, Disney’s eastern rep, 
declared the omission was made be- 
cause no deal with RKO for release 
of the cartoon has been made. These 
deals are negotiated separately when 
the pictures are nearer completion, 
he declared. Despite vague talk at 
various times that Disney would dis- 
continue releasing through RKO, 
Horne said no inference should be 
taken from the absence of ‘Bambi’ 
in the announcement. He admitted, 
however, ‘anything might happen.’ 

Disney shorts, at any rate, will 
again be released through RKO, dis- 
tributing company announcing 18 for 
the coming season. Next Disney 
full-length feature, ‘Fantasia,’ which 
will be completed by September is 
definitely not going to RKO, although 
this is a somewhat different case 
from ‘Bambi’ as it requires special 
projection equipment which will be 
provided by Disney to theatres 
chosen for roadshowing. 

Disney is tossing new characters 
into his shorts program for the 
next two years to compete with 
Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck and the 
other old reliables. 

Company has moved all depart- 
ments into the new studio in Bur- 
bank. It still has 12 shorts to wind 
up the 1939-40 production slate for 
RKO release. 














Disney Cuts Melen 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Walt Disney Productions, Ine., de- 
clared a dividend of 37%c per share, 
payable July 1, to shareHolders of 
record on June 15. It is the first divi- 
dend to be declared since the new 
Disney corporate setup on Jan. 1. 





Rep’s Four Regionals 





Hollywood, May 28. 

James R. Grainger announced 
dates for three regional Republic 
sales conventions to follow the 
opener in San Francisco today 
(Tues. ). 

Second session goes to Memphis, 
June 4-5, third to Chicago, June 6-7, 





and final to New York, June 11-12. 





H’wood Needs’ 


Continued from page 5 














later on start to take a higher per- 
centage of patronage away from the 
stands charging fancier admissions 
however, because of a general tight- 
ening of the theatre-going budgets. 

Complete change in the distribu- 
tion outlook in England and France, 
as result of the Nazis’ blitz of the 
past 19 days, is prompting industry 
chieftains to further realign pro- 
duction plans. While more optimist:c 
executives hope that a_ business 
boom of considerable sizesmay result 
from Roosevelt’s preparedness pro- 
gram, majority of top officiais and 
foreign executives are conv need 
that the future outlook for sieady 
revenue from the highly profitable 
British market is as gloomy as the 
‘present Allied military position. 

There is growing conviction in the 
trade, something tipped by foreign 
executives for some time, that the 
foreign market obviously is drying 
up for the American film industry 
through no fault of the people in the 
‘business. While material retrench- 
ment was made by many companies 
months ago as different countries 
began~ freezing portions of dis- 
tribution rental profit in the foreign 
market, the serious threat to actual 
theatre operations in Great Britain 
and France, coming on the top of 
losing several European nations enr- 
tirely, has prompted further re- 
alignment demands. 

More Paring 

With the distribution setup today 
pared down to the minimum, addi- 
tional pruning of production costs 
seem certain. One foreign chief last 
week, who did not want his name 
mentioned in any production con- 
troversy, claimed that production 
no longer could be wedded to big 
income expectations from outside 
the U. S. And the sooner this was 
appreciated, the better for the whole 
business. 

Check this week reveals that, in 
addition to the 50% coin freeze in 
Great Britain and likely in France, 
American companies have com- 
pletely lost the markets in Belgium, 
Holland, Finland, Norway and Den- 
mark besides other takeovers by the 
Nazis previously in Czechoslovakia, 
Austria and Poland. Remittances 
still are coming through from Swe- 
den as business continues. Addi- 
tionally, Australia and New Zeal- 
and have frozen part of rental coin, 
50% in Aussie territory and 65% in 
the latter. 

It also was revealed that Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Yugoslavia, Bul- 
garia and Turkey are partially frozen 
as far as film rentals are concerned. 
All French territorial possessions 
jsuch as Morocco, Algeria and Tu- 
nisia would have currency restric- 
tions patterned the same as France, 
it was predicted in N. Y. 


Studio Worker’s Weekly 
Average Betters $43 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Weekly payrolls for studio work- 
ers, exclusive of executive and tal- 
ent, reached an average of $530,870 
for April, a gain of $37,319 over the 
weekly average for March. Figures 
released by H. C. Carrasco, state la- 
bor commissioner, show that the 
money was paid to 12,235 workers 
who averaged $43.39 a week. 

Weekly earnings were 12.5% high- 
er than those of April last year, with 
13.5% more employes at work. 
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Of the famous Yacht Club Boys take pleasure in 
announcing their association with 


Hittt’s Cavern 


158 WEST 48th STREET 












































For three days, 251 men from 
every part of the world have 


been meeting in New York’s 
famed Waldorf-Astoria. 


They have been discussing 
and planning serious business — 


these men of RKO Radio Pic- 
tures —and now they know that 
this is going to be the greatest 
year in their history, because 
their company will deliver dur- 
ing 1940-41 the finest quality 
product they have ever had tosell! 


And they know that one of 
the big boxoffice items they will 
again be selling this year is The 
March of Time —a feature at- 
traction 13 times a year! 


For with foreign wars and 
domestic affairs commanding 
the attention of every American, 


The March of Time enjoys its 
greatest demand ever in this 
history-making year of 1940. It 
is the ome screen feature that 
compresses the world’s biggest, 
most significant news into com- 
plete, understandable, sense- 
making stories! 


Mindful of the great boxoffice 
issues which The March of Time 
has delivered during the season 
just closed, the men of RKO 
know that during the coming 
year they can again offer U. S. 
exhibitors 13 feature attractions! 


“In momentous times like 
these, no showman can afford 
to be without The March of 
Time.” That is what exhibitors 
will hear from the RKO men — 


when they go home tomorrow! 
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bills, pointing out that the market 
has ‘become more exacting because 
the twin-bills restrict their program 
time and because the public is more 
and more shopping for bargains, 
therefore more boxoffice-wise than 
in bygone years.’ 

Convention continues today (Wed.) 
with division managers holding ses- 
sions with their groups. District 
managers will also break down into 
separate meetings with the branch 
managers and salesmen coming un- 
der their jurisdiction. Banquet in 


the Rainbow Room winds it up to- | 


night (Wed.). 
Schaefer on American Sales 


In opening the convention Monday | 


(27), George J. Schaefer reminded 
the delegates of the terrible condi- 
tions existing abroad and suggesting 
the solution now lies in the domestic 
market and those such as Canada, 
Australia, South America, etc., which 
are away from the battle zone. 
Added revenues from these markets 
to offset the losses in the war-torn 
territories will be expected and 
RKO, with a earefully-planned pro- 
gram for °40-41, hopes to substan- 
tially meet the situation during the 
new year. 

The matter of economy was also 
stressed, Schaefer on Monday (27) 


indicating that RKO made a wise: 
move in installing salary cuts and | 


other economies last winter. 


‘for probably some time to come. 
Even in non-belligerent countries, 
j;due to foreign exchange and other 
| factors, the film companies are find- 
ing hard rowing, he added, and the 
| responsibility now rests on the do- 
|mestie market in taking up the 
| heavy slack, 

| Reisman pointed, among other 
‘things, to monetary restrictions 
| which in Australia are as much as 
| 50°, but sounded a brighter note by 
‘saying that business in dollars in 
France and the United Kingdom had 
| shown an increase sinee Jan. 1. Drop 
| previously had come with start of 
war activities September, 1939. 


RKO is opening a new office at 
Porto Rico, Reisman advised. 





Gold. Deals 
gece: tl page Rial 











tion - distribution methods 
changed.’ 

For the Satevepost piece, he as- 
sisted writer Bryan to unearth that, 
in 1916, Louis B. Mayer, when an 
exhibitor in Haverill, Mass., first in- 
troduced double-features. ‘Certainly 
| Mayer’s standing and prestige in the 
picture business has undergone much 
change,’ says Goldwyn,’ but not the 
basie stunt he first inducted in that 
New England town a-quarter of a 
century ago, when he started the 
idea of selling two films on one pro- 
gram for a single admission.’ 


To get back to the Hollywood pro- 





That | guction source, Goldwyn says he 


machinery was put into action away | ggesn’t believe in cutting salaries, 


ahead, fortifying RKO against the 


Schaefer is reported to have taken 
occasion to state that while RKO ef- 
fected big savings months ago, other 
companies were now in the throes of 
having to cut. RKO’s drastic salary 
slicing was with a view to avoiding 
letouts, as is beginning to occur with 
other distributors. 

Depinet took three hours outlin- 
ing the 1940-41 lineup, which is 
more complete in advance of selling 
than in prior years and calls for the 
service of a total of 19 producers. 
The 53 features, one more than this 
year, includes six westerns, starring 
Tim Holt. ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ 
produced by the March of Time as a 
full-length feature, will be finished 
in two weeks for delivery separately. 
It had been promised for this season. 

Reviewing the entire foreign situ- 
ation yesterday (Tues.), Phil Reis- 
man stated that the war had resulted 
in almost complete loss of revenue 


7 | but it’s imperative that extraneous 
conditions that have since developed. | overhead be cut. 


Also, considering 
the curtailment of the foreign mar- 
ket, and since stars and directors 
were geared up to a worldwide in- 
come expectancy, he observes ‘that 
certainly a 25% adjustment, at least, 
in. star and director salaries isn’t 
asking too much. Especially now 
that it appears we'll have to con- 
fine our revenue from Maine to Mex- 





ico, strictly; anything else beyond 
| that is gravy. But no more of that 
| thing where -you can count on an- 
other 40% from the foreign mar- 
ket.’ 


While east Goldwyn confabbed 
with Lillian Hellman on screen 
treatment and play for ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ last year’s successful legiter, 
whieh she authored and he bought 
for $100,000. 

‘Foxes’ heads the Goldwyn if-and- 
when list. It will be first picture 
made when he resumes production. 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 
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at advanced prices, at least until "41 
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dent of the Rose Festival Associa- 
tion annual show for 194®, 


Flint’s Rash ef Duals 
Detroit, May 28. 

| With this town gone entirely to the 
'double-features except for the rare 
intervals of vaudeville, Flint, Mich., 
another of the state’s biggest cities, 
‘has joined the policy. 
| Washing out what was a gentle- 
‘man’s agreement, practically every 
Flint theatre has abandoned its pol- 
‘icy of singles and gone in for mag- 
‘nificent bills, double-features and all 
i the trimmings. On top of that houses 
|have cut prices, with many of the 
\first-runs whittling their Sunday 
/matinees to 25c, while the neighbor- 
|hoods are countering with three pic- 
tures for 15c. . ; 

Sole standout in Flint is the Rialto 
(Associated), which has added stage 
‘shows to its single-features and is 
| leading the town. 


RKO Cincy’s Cut-Down 
Cincinnati, May 28. 

Curtailing operating expense, due 
to b.o. dwindle from bingo and other 
counter-amusements, RKO theatres 
group here discontinued its three- 
man ad art department Thursday 
(23). Department also turned out 
press displays for the chain’s houses 
in Dayton. E. V. Dinerman, pub- 
licity director, will substitute mat 
services from film exchanges, 
Alfred Bergren, in the job for six 
years, formerly was with Hearst 
papers in California and also with 
the West Coast Theatres. He is set- 
ting up a commercial studio in Cincy 
with Pete Porter, local, joining. Por- 
ter worked for RKO since 1937. Jim 
Gridley, who joined the department 
eight years ago, after being with the 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, will 
likely accept an offer he has in N. Y. 




















Unforgotten Glory 
San Diego, May 28. 

Herb Goldberg, manager of the 
Broadway, thought it was @ rib when 
a tall youth gazed filmily down at 
him and asked, ‘Aren’t you the fa- 
mous Herb Goldberg who used to 
run the 220?’ 

Hero-worshipper proved to be on 
level and recalled days 15 years ago 
in Kansas City when the showman 
was the champion high school 
sprinter of Missouri. Lad, who just 
arrived in town to work in an air- 
craft factory, spotted the former 
wonder-boy in the theatre and re- 
called times, meets and records long 
forgotten. Goldberg says he knows 
what film stars feel like now. 





Just a Busy Guy 
Hamilton, O., May 28. 

John A. Schwalm, manager Rialto, 
one of the three local Northio units, 
has been elected chairman of the 
Democratic executive committee. He 
also is a city councilman serving his 
second term, is a director of the 
Anthony Wayne hotel, and a build- 
ing and loan company, owner of the 
Union Bus Terminal building, and 
one of the city’s golf champions. 





R. M. Smith’s Post 
Mission, Tex., May 28. 
R. M. Smith, local theatre opera- 
tor, elected to head the local Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 
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and tabs Schildkraut, former New 
York racketeer, as the leader. But 
during the unfolding, there’s plenty 
of suspense interspersed with credi- 
ble comedy. 

Pidgeon essays the role of Carter 
with broad nonchalance, and despite 
his assurance in attacking the case in 
hand, has time for flirtations along 
the way. Meek highlights his com- 
edy role while Schildkraut grooves 
capably as the heavy. Steffi Duna_is 
prominent as a native girl making an 
amorous play for Pidgeon. Nat 
Pendleton has a familiar spot as a 
dumb bodyguard. 

Jacques Tourneur directed with 
capable assurance, and got every- 
thing possible out of a slick script by 
William R. Lipman. Picture has 
been provided with adequate pro- 
duction facilities for a moderate 
budgeter. Walt. 


Land of the Six Guns 


(ONE SONG) 

Monogram release of Harry S. Webb pro- 
duction, Stars Jack Randall; features 
| Louise Stanley, Glenn Strange; Frank La- 
Rue. Directed by Raymond K, Johnson. 
| Original screenplay, Tom Gibson; camera, 
Edward Kull, William Hyer; editor, Robert 





1 Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, 
Neb., dual, May 18 °40. Running time, 
52 MINS, 
hed, oS ERELEREL EET Jack Randall 
RNR s cceececccecoss eecceeve Louise Stanley 
Howard. cccccence eeecccccecces Frank LaRue 
BEBORT . covccccsccesses ecccces Glenn Strange 
Sheriff..... eeccces oreecoverecrees Bud Osborne 
BI 6 64666 ceeeecese «ee.-George Chesebro 
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Serre ees eoosers Richard Cramer 
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Not up to the par of the other Jack 








Randall westerns, ‘Land of Six Guns’ | S¢ssion. 


jis hardly material for an exhib to get | lyweod. 


excited about, because the b.o. tune 
will be offkey. It’s the second of the 
series to reunite him and Louise 
Stanley, as the romahtic leads, but 
she’s only in for quick looks and Jess 
conversation. True of nearly all 
cheaper westerns is the excess-bag- 
gage treatment given the femme 
le but this one overworks the 
privilege. 

Randall, after second-fiddling as a 
deputy sheriff, goes into this story by 
shelving his guns, buying a ranch, 
and attempting to seek rest, retire- 
ment and quiet. Happens he wasn’t 
too choosey about the property he ac- 
quired, which finds him with full 
title to a eustoms-beating pathway 
out of Mexico by which the border 
country is being flooded with duty- 
free peninsular eattle. In order to 
get rid of him, the cattle-runners 
seek to throw full suspicion for the 
border hoodwinking on him, thereby 
slotting him in the middle. 

Randall, originally starting as a 
singing cowboy, isn’t allowed to for- 
get the days of scoring on his films, 
although he’s spared the throat work 
personally in this one. Guitar and 
tonsil] stuff falls to Glenn Strange, 
and he’s supposed to be so bad it’s 
funny. Frank LaRue and George 
Chesebro are the best character 
players, upright and villain, re- 
spectively. Art. 
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and its attorneys, Wright, Gordon, 
Zachry & Parlin, ask $25,000. Cen- 
tral Hanover Bank & Trust Co., as 
successor trustee, asks $16,391, and 
its attorneys, Larkin, Rathbone & 
Perry, want $12,500. : 

City Farmers Bank & Trust seeks 
$1,900, its attorneys Delafield, Marsh, 
Porter & Hope, want $1,600 and J. 
& W. Seligman & Co., want $8,750. 
The Stockholders Protective Com- 
mittee seeks $36,500, and $50,687 as 
expenses. The attorneys for this 
committee, Sullivan & Cromwell, 
ask $20,000. The Independent Pro- 
tective Committee of Common Stock- 
holders ask $9,000, George L. Schein, 
its attorney asks $100,000, and Abel 
Gottheimer and Bernard Bercu, ac- 
countants for the committee want 
$30,000. 

The unsecured Creditors Commit- 
tee ask $10,000, and White & Case, 
its attorneys want $35,000. 

The Debenture Holders Protective 
Committee seek $24,500 plus $9,363 
expenses. Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckel 
& Brown, the committee’s attorneys 
seek $50,000. Kommel & Rosenberg, 
attorneys for debenture holders, seek 
$15,000 and Ernest W. Stirn, a stock- 
holder asks $97,788 for himself and | 
five attorneys. John S. Stover, for- | 
merly attorney for Stirn seeks $118,- 
225 for himself. Abraham K. Weber, 
attorney for a stockholder wants 
$2,500, and Florence Sullivan, attor- | 
ney for James Young, seeks $64,500, | 
and lastly Price, Waterhouse and Co. | 
ask $4,800. | 

Largest of the remaining fees paid | 
already outside of Irving Trust, and | 
William J. Donovan is $42,000 to 
special master George W. Alger. | 


At the days conclusion, Thomas 
Finletter, employed as attorney for 
RKO, requested time to oppose the 
requests. Judge Bondy postponed 
the hearings to June 18 at which 


time the applicants must file vouch- 


ers of expenses. 


Other remarks of Marland Gale, 
in asking the reduction to $600,000, 
were that Atlas should be granted 
its 100,000 shares of common, but 
that the request of $300,000 for its 
attorneys should be considerably 
cut, its expenses allowed, and the 
balance of approximately $500,000 
disallowed. Irving Trust and Wil- 
liam Donovan’s requests were con- 
sidered reasonable by the SEC rep- 


resentative, who went down the line 
on all requests pointing out which | 


should be cut. Also cited was the 
cut taken by RKO executives in 
order to help the company out. 
There were no objections by anyone 
else present to the amounts of the 
allowances. 





Brief UA Board Meeting 
Yesterday; Again on 7th 


Abbreviated session of the United 
Artists board of directors was held 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday) 
and adjourned until next Monday 
(3). Board meeting was originally 
slated for May 7, but postponed sev- 
eral times. Unusual procedure in ad- 
journing yesterday for six days was 
Said necessary because ‘matters 
scheduled for discussion were not 
ready.’ 

In addition to the entire board, 
Mary Pickford, one of the owners of 
the company, attended the 45-minute 
She just flew in from Hol- 
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Duals Out 
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per picture than it did this year, 
Ad appropriation will also be in. 
creased, with the company to spend 
$2,000,000, largely for newspaper 
space. 

In revealing that Par will devote 
itself entirely to higher-budget ‘A’ 
pictures, Balaban stated that effec. 
tive Friday (31) the producing unit 
headed by Harold Hurley, which has 
turned out the lower-budget films, 
will be dropped. Hurley and his as. 
sociate producer, William C. Thomas, 
in consequence go off the Par pay- 
roll on that date, their contracis 
having expired. 

Going into the indie producin 
field, Hurley will leave Hollywoo 
for New York June 5 to discuss 
major release. He does not plan be- 
ginning production until the fall. 

Outlining the Par product for the 
coming season. Neil F. Agnew pro- 
vided titles on all but a handful of 
pictures. A second full-length car- 
toon planned for some months by 
Max Fleischer may be among the ‘at 
least five additional feature produc- 
tions’ as yet unlisted, that Agnew 
stated would be delivered. 

Balaban’s Address 

‘Paramount’s operating and finan- 








‘|cial problems have been shaped to a 


pattern which in the past have ap- 
peared conservative,’ Balaban told 
the convention. ‘Nevertheless,’ he 
added, ‘as a consequence of these, we 
ean today breathe more freely, de- 
voting all our energies to the suc- 
cessful operation of the company. 

‘I believe we are fully justified in 
having authorized our studio heads 
to go forward,’ he continued, ‘and 
not to overlook any opportunity of 
strengthening our program irrespec- 
tive of cost. This is a time when a 
natural impulse is to reduce invest- 
ments in product. Instead of run- 
ning to cover, Paramount is shooting 
the works. Fortunately, our com- 
pany at this time is in a position 
where it does not have to do any- 
thing panicky.’ 

John W. Hicks, Jr., head of the 
foreign department, stressed the un- 
certainty resultant upon war, saying 
‘the war is a terrible thing and some 
of our employees in belligerent lands 
have been killed at their posts, but 
we are exhibiting pictures and we 
are maintaining our organization s0 
that when peace comes again, we 
will be ready to step in and rehabili- 
tate our business.’ 

Pointing out that Par is still in 
operation under conditions which 
impose a terrific burden, Hicks told 
the convensh delegates that ‘from a 


| market that brings in from $12,000,- 


000 to $15,000,000 in normal times 
we cannot definitely say whether we 
will get-fourth, one-tenth or any 
part of that. Even a penny.’ 


Gypsy Pix 


Continued from page 7 














for exhibitors to offer merchandise 
| as prizes as inducements to get added 


| patrons. 


| Ohie Burgs’ Free Films 


Berne, Ind., May 28. 
Free metion pictures, sponsored 
by the business men of Berne, Ind., 
will be shown on the streets here 
‘every Saturday night throughout the 


| 


| summer, 








Outdeor Pix Back 
Burton, O., May 28. 
| Outdoor motion pictures, which 
jhave drawn hundreds t@ Burton 
Park on Public Square, have been 
resumed for the summer season, each 
Saturday. 





| Watch Fer Beotleg Pix 
Columbus, May 28. 
| Members of the ITO of Ohio will 
keep a close watch on films used 
|by itinerants operating in the state 
this summer to prevent the use of 
prints that have not been passed by 
the Ohio censors. 

Only a small percentage of film 
used by itinerants has been approved 
‘in the past, it is charged. 





Free Shows in Sask. 
Regina, Sask., May 28. 

Nineteen Aylsham (Sask.) business 
men bought a new model 35 mm. 
projector which has been installed 
in the Northern Light theatre, Ayl- 
sham, operated and managed by H. 
LaPoint. Shows will be held twice 
weekly and extra shows will be 
given on special occasions. 

The business men put on free 
shows for the people of the town 
and district two nights recently. 
President of the club is A. McCar- 
rel, J. Fairbairn, secretary, and H. 
Hanson, R. Greensides and R. Spar!- 
ing the committee. 
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~ WSAY Fi ights Telephone Company 





Refuses to Service Contest Stunt on Claim Regular 
Calls Hampered in Rochester 








Rochester, N. Y. May 28. 

WSAY is battling the Rochester 
Telephone Corp. over rights to ser- 
vice for returns on air contests. 
Station had 10 extra lines for Pepsi- 
Cola game Tuesday nights and Weg- 
man Stores contest Friday nights. 
Phone company, forced to increase 
its working force on those nights 
and still unable to handle the thou- 
sands of busy signals, claimed its 
regular service was tied up and so 
removed the extra lines. 

Officials of WSAY tried to cir- 
cumvent the ban by sending 10 girls 
and a supervisor to the public pay 
phones at New York Central rail- 
road station to take returns on Pepsi- 
Cola game. Numbers were an- 
nounced over the air, together with 
a blast at the phone company. When 
the contest returns came in, phone 
officials quickly got wise and stated 
the lines were out of order. 

Gordon P, Brown, owner and gen- 
eral manager of WSAY, rushed to 
Albany to enter complaint before 
Public Service Commission. Hear- 
ing is slated for Rochester later, he 
reported, but meantime station was 
forced to cancel the Wegman pro- 
gram Friday night. Station offi- 
cials said Wegmans have no present 
plans for substituting any other pro- 
gram for the contest, which provided 
money prizes for finding items in 
gtores, newspaper ads. 


BULOVA ON 179, 
ALL-TIME HIGH 


Bulova station list last week went 
to a new high. It added four more 
outlets, making it 179 stations now 
using the Bulova tag on time signals. 

The high for any year prior to 
1940 was 162 stations. 


WGST, ATLANTA, SHOW 
FED TO 17 STATIONS 


Atlanta, May 28. 

‘Castleberry Capers,’ variety show 
originating at WGST here, is fed to 
a special hookup of 17 stations in 
four states. It’s sponsored by Castle- 
berry food and Nachman-Rhodes is 
the agency. 

Series is produced, written and 
directed by Don Naylor, who also 
plays three characters. Other talent 
includes Dan Hornsby, Frances Miller 
and Curly Hicks’ orchestra. Frank 
Gaither is m.c. There’s a weekly 
jingle contest, with radio sets and 
watches as prizes. 














‘Career of Alice Blair’ 
Now Waxed in H’wood 


The hectic ‘Career of Alice Blair,’ 
McCann, Erickson’s recorded day- 
time serial, added a new chapter to 
its complications last week. Pro- 
duction was moved to the Coast to 
permit Martha Scott, currently mak- 
ing ‘Tree of Life’ at Columbia, to 
continue in the title part. Carleton 
Alsop, director of the series for the 
agency, planed to the Coast to 
handle it there. 

Program was formerly waxed in 
New York, but for the last several 
months that has involved consider- 
able shuffling around for Joseph Cot- 
ten, one of the leads. He’s in ‘The 
Philadelphia Story’ with Katharine 
Hepburn, and when the legiter went 
on the road he commuted by air to 
New York to record the program. 
When ‘Story’ got to Chicago his 
voice was dubbed into the master in 
New York. However, ‘Story’ will 
open on the Coast soon, so Cotten 
will be back with the cast in person. 

‘Alice’ runs Flit, Nujol and Dag- 
gett & Ramsdell commercials in 10 
major cities, with WOR the 
York outlet. 
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New | 








JAN COSTLEY 


Emcee of “Mid-Morning, Ltd,,” 
daily half-hour participation shov® 
on WSYR, Syracuse, a program 
constantly well filled with sponsors. 

Versatile and adaptable, Jan 
handles WSYR farm _ programs, 
sings, and conducts [JInternational 
Harvester road show in Syracuse 
area, Extensive entertainment back- 
ground fits him for almost any duty 
before a microphone. 


NED MIDGLEY NOW 
RADIO BUSINESS MGR. 


Ned Midgley has been given the 
title of business manager of B.B.D. 
& O.’s radio department. He’ll still 
have supervision over all time buy- 
ing, but the details of this operation 
will be spread out more among his 
three assistants. 

They are Boynton Hayward, Chet 
Slaybaugh and Joe Hornsby. 














‘MOON MULLINS’ ADAPTED 


CBS Auditions with Paul Stewart, 
Eustace Wyatt, Junior O’Day, Others 








CBS has a new five-a-week serial, 
‘Moon Mullins,’ based on the news- 
paper comic strip. Has already held 
auditions for a couple of sponsors 
and will probably submit it to other 
prospective sponsors. Brewster Mor- 
gan is directing, Garret Hollihan is 
scripting. 

Cast includes Paul Stewart in the 
title part, Junior O’Day as Okay, 
Eustace Wyatt as Lord Plushbottom, 
Minerva Pious as Lady Plushbottom, 
Joe Latham as Uncle Willie and 
Hope Emerson as Mamie. 


John L. McManus Dies 


Hollywood, May 28. 
John Lynn McManus, 36, radio | 
scriptist, died May 25 in his Holly- 
wood home after an illness of three 
weeks. His health had caused him | 
to withdraw recently from the Rudy 








| Vallee-Sealtest show. Previously he 


was with the J. Walter Thompson 
agency as a writer on the Vallee- 
Standard Brands and other shows. 

Prior to joining Thompson Mc- 
Manus was with Fox newsreel. Sur- 
viving are his widow, his father, two 
sisters and two brothers. He will be 
buried in New York. 

(Not to be confused with Jack Mc- 
Manus, the radio editor). 


El Paso’s KROD Starts 


Fl Paso, Texas, May 28. 

KROD, which takes to the air here 
on June 1, will be operated on 4a) 
full time basis with 250 watts on 
1,500 kilocycles. Station is affiliated 
with the El Paso Times. 

Will also join Columbia Broad- 
casting System as an outlet, making 
it the web’s 119th. 








Major Edney Ridge, of WBIG, 
Greenboro, N. C., will be host to the 
NABites of the fourth district when 
they meet in his town this Saturday 
(1). 


WILD LIFE CARE. 
5 THE MOTIVE 


Manufacturers of Rifles and 
Ammunition Combine in 
Cooperative Educatoinal 
Campaign—No Trade- 
marks to Be Mentioned— 
Two Agencies Divide Ac- 
count 





SET FOR SPOT 





Something new in cooperative ad- 
vertising by radio is the campaign 
which the manufacturers of sporting 
arms and ammunition plan to put on 
this fall. As the project now stands 
it will be a series of quarter-hour 
spot programs at the rate of two a 
week. There will be a minimum of 
10 stations. Starting date is Sept. 1. 

The program will be strictly in- 
stitutional in that there will be no 
plugging of any of the participating 
manufacturers’ products. The pro- 
gram will undertake to foster an in- 
terest in wildlife restoration and will 
be supervised by C. B. Bedell, an 
authority of the subject, who now 
heads the Sportsmen’s ‘Service Bu- 
reau of the Sporting Arms and Am- 
munition Association. Mention will 
be made of such sports as trap- 
shooting, skeetshooting and target- 
shooting. 

Another angic about this campaign 
that is different is the ad agency tie- 
up. The placing will be split be- 
tween two agencies, B.B.D.&O. and 
D’Arcy. 

About six months ago there was an 


the air of similar but without open 
sponsorship. Stations were asked if 
they would take such _ institutional 
programs under regular rates but 
with mentioning the source. The 
organization behind the campaign 
was of the impression that the idea 
of wildlife restoration and sports 
shooting could be made more effec- 
tive if promoted this way, but sta- 
tions reminded the inquirer that 
there’s an FCC rule which requires 
the sponsor to be identified with a 
program. 


Shirley Booth Into New 
NBC Comedy Sustainer 


Shirley Booth, who closed in Chi- 
cago last week in ‘The Philadelphia 
Story,’ has the featured lead in 
‘Strictly Business,’ weekly 30-minute 
light comedy sustainer starting Fri- 
day (31) in the 8-8:30 p.m. slot over 
NBC blue (WJZ). Knowles Entrikin 
and Howard Breslin scripting. 

Wilfred Roberts is producing, Les- 








iter O’Keefe directing and Paul Laval | 


doing the musical bridging. 


attempt made to get a program on | 





' Nicotine Percentages Okay With CBS 





Luckies Will Not Identify Other Brands—They’ll 
Be Alphabetically Designated 





Hospital Faves 





Montefiore Hospital for 
Chronic Diseases in New York 
is authority for the statement 
that radio is tremendously im- 
portant in rehabilitation of per- 
sons with long illnesses. This 
hospital’s patients remain an 
average of six months or longer. 
Radio keeps long-sick patients 
minds healthy. 

Shut-ins were recently polled 
on what radio programs they 
liked best. ‘Information, Please,’ 
NBC’s town Hall, Lux and 
Fannie Brice were toppers. 


PRISON TERMS FOR 
HILLBILLY AND WIFE 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 

Tex and Ginger Harrison, known 
as ‘Tex and Ginger’ to radio audi- 
ences and ‘the feudin’ hillbillies’ to 
local police, were given prison terms 
here last week when they pleaded 
guilty to a series of charges. Tex 
was sentenced to serve three to six 
years in Western Penitentiary and 
his wife was sent to the Pennsyl- 
vania Industrial Home for Women 
for an indefinite term. 

Harrison pleaded guilty to two 
morality charges brought by two 
girls who had been frequent visitors 
to the couple’s roadhouse night club. 
Ginger pleaded guilty to a felonious 
assault charge filed when she fired 
a revolver at Tex while they were 
in the county detectives headquar- 
ters last December. Police said they 
found obscene articles and literature 
when they searched the couple’s 
trailer after the shooting. At that 
time, she bemoaned the fact that her 
bullet had missed its target and 
promised: ‘Next time I'll make a 
better job of it.’ 




















Omaha May Repeat 


Omaha, May 28. 


Neither Cracie Allen, George 
Burns or any member of their com- 
pany who featured Gracie’s conven- 
tion and Golden Spike days here 
last week, received a dime for their 
services, Morris Jacobs, chairman 
of the event, declared in answer to 
a general query. Jacobs said the 
Burns and Allen show came on 
strictly for expenses only. Of course 
they got plenty of nation-wide pub- 
licity via radio and newspapers. 

Looks now as if the event had 
vitality enough this year to call for 
a third celebration next season, al- 
though what the Pooh-Bahs will 
label it, now that Gracie has been 
nominated for president, is still a 
matter up in the air. Opening of 
Missouri River traffic suggested as 
| a sparkplug. 











‘A Lively Sense of Favors to Come 





New York Stations Lavish in Free Time Donations 
to New No-Advertising, Radio-Plugging Daily 





PM, the New York daily which | 
makes its debut June 18, may go in 
for a spot announcement campaign 
on all major New York outlets, but 
|in the meantime it’s getting a mass 
of local station and network plug-, 
ging on the cuff. The ballyhoo job, 
handled by an office of radio press 
agents, has entailed special events 
tie-ins, mike interviews with PM) 
staff members and talks on current | 
topics, such as the one PM’s editor | 
and publisher, Ralph M. Ingersoll, 
aired over CBS last night (Tuesday), 
‘Radio and the Press in War.’ 





figure that with the Ingersoll-CBS 


The sheet’s outside press agents 


talk and the coverage of the paper's , 


opening by individual New York 


stations they will have obtained 122 | 


broadcasts without the paper spend- 
ing a nickel for time. PM has given 
network and station press agents 
‘the impression that it’s going to de- 
‘vote a mass of space to the medium 
and these p.a.s are encov~ jing the | 
free tieups in the hope .hat such 
' generosity will result ir -he expan- 
sion of radio space c. 
New York dailies. Tey point to 
‘the added half page that radio is 


| getting in the Saturday issue of the | 


World-Telegram as an _ advance 


breeze in that direction. 


7% 
- 


| network. 
ithe air for a time last Fall with a 





Columbia’s upper powers have 
agreed to permit Lucky Strike to 
exploit its latest sales angle, mini- 
mum percentage of nicotine, over 
that network’s facilities v'a the ‘Hit 
Parade.’ Following a complaint (be- 
lieved from Chesterfield, also a 
major CBS customer), the network’s 
officials called in American Tobac- 
co Co. reps to discuss the advisabil- 
ity of comparing the toxic: poisoning 
of competitive cigaret brands on the 
air. 

The new Lucky sales copy claims 
that its product contains less nico- 
tine than any other cigaret on the 
market. The percentages of other 
brands are also to be mentioned, but 
the designations will be merely 
alphabetical. 

Lucky’s spot campaign is now 
spread over 52 stations in 31 mar- 
kets. So far it hasn’t been extended 
beyond New England, New York, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela- 
ware, 


EVERSHARP T0 
USE 50 ON CBS 


Eversharp Pen & Pencil has 
pleced an order for 50 stations, ef- 
fective Sept. 1, for the ‘Take It or 
Leave’ quiz which started on CBS 
several weeks ago. 

What the account has now is @ 
split network of 27 stations. 


WBZ-WBZA SIAMESE 
TWINS MAY BE CUT 


With the shift of WBZ, Boston, to 
the NBC-red link some time in 1941, 
if not before, Westinghouse may sepe- 
araje WBZA, Springfield, from. its 
siamese relationship with WBZ and 
obtain a new frequency for the late 
ter so that it can become part of the 
blue network. 

While this project is still in the 
idea stage, its materialization is re- 
garded as a natural in the trade. 
Circumstance that WTIC, Hartford, 
as red affiliate, pumps its signal up 
along the same area as WBZA, and 
vice versa, is expected to call for 
some readjustment of WBZA’s siatus 
when the network switch of WBZ 
takes place. 

















Columbia Records Trying 
Air Musical Quiz Next 


Columbia Records last week audi- 
tioned a musical quiz-variety show 
with which it may return to the CBS 
Recording outfit was on 


program which guest starred a dif- 
ferent Columbia Recording band 
each week. Since then it has been 
searching for a replacement. 

Program tried out used the Ray- 
mond Scott orchestra, Mary Jane 
Walsh, singer, and Warren Sweeney 
as announcer-m.c._ All, including 
members of Scott’s band, took part 
in the musical quiz. 


AL GOODMAN SET 











the other | 


Kenny Baker on Summer, Alse 


Regular, Texaco Programs 





| Texaco will retain Kenny Baker, 
‘Francis Langford, David Broekman 
and Jimmy Wallington from the 

Hollywood end of its present Wed- 
-nesday night setup for a half-hour 
summer show, starting July 3. A 
‘musical commentator will likely be 
‘added to the cast. 

Kenny is also set for the Fred: Al- 
len stanza which takes over for 
| Texaco Oct. 2. Al Goodman has the 
baton assignment on the fall show. 
There will also be a vocal trio or 
‘ quartet, 
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these happy years salute you — not only 


as a brilliant writer but as a grand person. 
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Wednesday, May 29, 1910 











| < 
ave The scene is a smart restaurant-- “Cty. 
lt is a large gathering of people that 
has met to pay homage on this day to 


IRNA PHILLIPS 


a swell gal who--they all know--have 
known--is one of the greatest person-. 
alities and writers in Radio. 

Coffee has just been served -- cigar- 
ettes lighted--the roll called--and as 


| we listen in we hear: : 
uu lonely dithun Krk 8 Quod — Sol Trentoes 
hbeu heater 9 os, - KBr, | 
Beh Caitlin Con etc Qed 9qnoll keen’ Let py. ' 
5 ge SP, J) vas hee ° a? ——— 
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She Knows Her P.'s & G.'s 





By DAN GOLDBERG 


26 RADIO 
Chicago, May 28. 
There are, apparently, certain 


rules which guide Irna Phillips in 
her ether writing, certain philoso- 
phies, certain outlooks and certain 
predetermined viewpoints on the 
tastes of the American woman lis- 
tener. Together, they make up the 
technique so recognizable in an Irna 
Phillips show, and so different from 
the technique of other serial writers. 

In the majority of cases, it would 
geem the boys and gals who write 
strip shows plot so all the heavies 
can be dumped in on Friday, figura- 
tively tie the heroine to the railroad 
tracks, and write the tag with a 
‘that’}l-hold-thre-stupes-until-Monday 
attitude. Not so with Irna Phillips. 
She doesn’t believe there’s a single 
dope in her audience. In fact, for 
10 years she’s offered a reward to 
anyone who’ll bring into her office 
the Mrs. Average Housewife every- 
body’s always talking about. 

As far as Irna Phillips is con- 
cerned, her audience consists of just 
people, the kind you meet in a living 
room or a docior’s office, and are, 
therefore, interested in romance, 
babies, and, above all, their relation- 
ship with each other, and not in 
North Pole-bound cutters, sabotage 
in munition works, or phoney Dukes 
with designs on little Dora. 

Even before the AFRA scale, even 
before her rise to the point where 
she was able to sell programs as a 
package, the Irna Phillips scripts sel- 
dom used more than two or three 
characters per episode, in contrast 
to others which had from five to 
nine. That’s part of the Irna Phil- 
lips technique. In contrast again, 
where others have bizarre settings 


staging and a simple story to sustain 
them. 

They usually consist of a couple 
characters sitting in a living room, a 


confronts average people (people as 
average as the audience). The dis- 


terspersed with much of the s0- 
called ‘homey’ philosophy. 

But more than all this, there is 
indicated in Irna Phillips an in- 
tuitive sense as to what will go and 
what will not; what characters will 
hold and what characters won't, 
what situations will gather audience 
and what won’t. 

No character ever enters the 
scene unless he is a type people 
meet every day in everyday life. 
How successful this much of the 
technique is can be ascertained by 
fan mail written and addressed di- 
rectly to the character—letters that 
ask or give advice and indicate in 


in the lives of the listeners, and situ- 
ations, especially, are composed of 
those things which Irna Phillips evi- 
dently believes concerns her audi- 
ence most. 

Her belief is that the woman lis- 
tener, at home, is interested pri- 








every way that they are from a) 
friend to a friend. 


Characters Go Visiting 

When an especially wise character 
is developed in one of her shows, 
Irna Phillips has no compunction 
about letting him walk into the liv- 
ing room of another show, still in his 
same character, and carry on there 
as well as in his own spot. Rather 
than resulting in confusion as might 
be expected, the character becomes 
more real, even a greater friend to 
the listener. The audience which 
heard him yesterday in his own of- 
fice, hears him today in another 
friend’s sitting room, recognizes him, 
greets him, welcomes him. 

Situatidns parallel characters in 





and action plots, hers have simple 














effect. Both are familiar and usual 
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Constance Crowder as “Doris Cameron” 


“THE RIGHT TO HAPPINESS” 
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“TORCHY” 
GLADYS HEEN as “TORCHY REYNOLDS” 


| career with 





“THE GUIDING LIGHT” 














To a great 


Dr. Parsons 
“ROAD OF LIFE” 


REESE TAYLOR 


psychologist - 


Bill Walker 
“THE RIGHT TO HAPPINESS” 














Greetings from 


RUTH BAILEY 


“Rose Kransky” in “Guiding Light” 
“Alice Craig” in “Woman in White” 
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The Friendship Lamp burns brightly today... . 
DR. JOHN RUTHLEDGE 


marily with the home and all that it 
stands for; that a woman’s primary 
urge is to build securely for herself 
a haven, a home, which means a hus- 


preacher’s study or a doctor’s office | band, a family, friends and a mode 
discussing a simple problem which |of living—all wrapped up neatly and 


compactly into a tight little ball with 
the woman as the busy center of the 


cussion is calm, thoughtful, and in- | complete secure little world. 


Going farther, Miss Phillips seems 
to believe that the serial which is 
built around and discusses the vari- 
ous factors which may attack the 
well-being of. a woman and her 
home will be listened to. The suc- 
cess of the shows written around 
such a theme may well help prove 
that such is the case, that the per- 
haps unvoiced but nevertheless real 
desire and aim of the average woman 
is to build a compact little world; 


certainly, it proves she is intensely | 


interested in any factor which might 
tend to break into it. 


Not Much Action 


There is no great amount of action 
in an Irna Phillips script. A situa- 
tion is developed, one which might 
confront any woman in the audience, 
indeed, if it has not already—the 
threat of the other woman or the 
other man, sickness; thievery, chil- 
dren, or childlessness, for example— 
and the characters concerned discuss 
philosophically all that can be done 
about it, good and bad. The situation 
is then cleared up in the best pos- 
sible manner, right triumphs, and 
another situation moves into view. 

There are numerous production 
tricks to the technique, too: Thought 
themes played after the tag, before 
going into the show; the mood music 
impressing the words of the actor 
into the listeners’ minds, indelibly; 
a character sitting quietly in his or 
her room, thinking, while the voices 
of other characters repeat somé par- 
ticularly poignant advice they have 
given previously; poetry at the-open- 
ing of the show, philosophi¢al state- 
ments in the lead-in or lead-out. 

Irna Phillips began her writing 
‘Painted Dreams’ for 
WGN, a show she wrote for two 
years. In 1932 she switched loyal- 
ties t6 NBC and WMAQ for whom 
she . turned out ‘Today’s Children’ 
which ran for six years. 


ACTOR ROLL CALL 


(Those listed below are 
employed, or have been 
employed, on the various 
dramatic serials of Irna 
Phillips’ authorship. The 
alumni extends back 10 
years, always in Chicago.) 

















Edith Adams 
Guila. Adams 
Jim Ameche 
Elsa Andrézen 
Annrose Arden 
Betty Arnold 
Grace L. Bailey 
Lealo Bailey 
Ruth Bailey 
Luise Barclay 
Robert Barron 
Ruth Barth 
Allan Baruch 
Tom Bashaw ~* 
Charner Batson 
Clare Baum 


Bernadine Flynn 
Dean Fossler 
Marray Forbes 
Dave Frank 
Vivian Fridell 
Barbara Fuller 
Margaret Fuller 
John Gannon 
Maxine Garner 
Rene GeKiere 
Earle George 
Betty Lou-.Gerson 
Guilbert Gibbons 
Gennelle Gibbs 
Trene Winston 
Dolores Gillen 
Helen Behmiller Antonia Gillman 
Frank Behrens 
Arthur Berg 
Isabelle Bering 
Irving Bickler 
James Billings 
Frank Blatter 


Lucy Gillman 
John Goldsworthy 
Constance Crowder 
Alice Goodkin 
Glen Goodwin 
Grayborn Goss 


Ima Phillips As Big Business 


By RAY WILSON 
Chicago, May 28. 


Irna Phillips writes and the scripts -move on—through the stenciling 
department, through rehearsals, through telephone lines to hundreds of 
stations, through millions of home receivers, Along the path of this mod. 
ern phenomenon are the farms and the homes and the automobiles and 
the babies of the actors, the literary aides, the salesmen, the auditors and 
the others who are part of the Irna Phillips empire of perpetual emotion, 
The farms and the homes and the automobiles and the babies are the visible 
signs of staff prosperity, the by-products of one of radio’s unique institu. 
tions. This Irna Phillips, now 10 years a success, is the creator of a re. 
liable source of supply for a seemingly endless demand for good, solid, 
daylight hokum. She is the voice of soap. Good soap, pure soap, Ivory 
soap, Procter & Gamble soap, Doc Smelzer’s soap. Gad, how the soap sells! 
In the acting field alone she’s been responsible for the employment of 
some 500 performers during the past several years. Those under contract 
receive a couple hundred dollars a week, more or less; those that aren't, 
average anywhere from three or foureshots a week down to one and two 
a month. There are $500-a-week writers who work under her close super- 
vision (for in an Irna Phillips contract she’s given the right to have help 
in the writing as long as she herself takes the responsibility for the show's 
success or failure). ° 
Both CBS and NBC give thanks—or should—that Irna Phillips was the 
youngest of 10 children brought up by a widowed mother; that, the mother 
had a strong, homey philosophy and taught it to her daughter. They're 
thankful the daughter pushed on through the university to get a master’s 
degree in psychology. They're thankful that the girl, by one means or 
another, saw fit to combine the philosophy her mother taught her with the 
knowledge of people psychology gave her. If she hadn’t, there might have 
been a few million dollars less worth of network time sold in the past 10 
years. 
It hasn’t always been this way. .Not long ago, agency men laughed at 
the Irna Phillips ideas as to what would entertain women listeners. They 
knew all about women. They’d read women’s magazines, they’d talked to 
gals at bars. South Sea Islands, Dukes, Counts, Adventurers, Richard 
Halliburtons—that’s what entertained women, not problems about some 
fictional Fannie’s child, not some soandso wedging in between the happi- 
ness of an ordinary husband and wife. . 

J Carl Wester Runs the Shop 
The agency men don't laugh now, They call Irna Phillips up and ask 
her, please has she a show available. Carl Wester answers the phone. He 
is polite, but not overwhelmed. If Irna Phillips has a show available, if 
the sponsor is suited to the show, if the right time for the show can be 
cleared, if a lot of other ‘ifs,’ then Carl Wester lets the agency have the 
show. ° 
They became associated in 1932 when Wester, then with Chicago NBC, 
started Irna Phillips’ ‘Today's Children’ on the beginning of its six-year 
run, They’ve been together ever since, Wester now having his own pro- 
gram agency, handling Irna Phillips shows. 

‘Irna Phillips is too good a business woman not to appreciate her need 
to remain detached, sheltered, feminine in the care of a trustee. It’s a 
little like the Kate Smith-Ted Collins set-up. ¥ 

Just. how successful the Phillips-Wester office is in terms of CAB ratings 
reposes in these facts: ! 

She has four top-ranking shows on the air now. She held the top day- 
time rating with her first network show for five and-a half years. 

What Irna Phillips has accomplished is summarized in the table below. 
Hints of how she does it are contained in the accompanying article by 
Dan Goldberg. Longevity and staying power are characteristics of her 


shows: 





Number of 





Program title Times scrints 
‘Painted Dreams’....... ccecccce 2 years, 5 times a week... ¢ ccc 520 
‘Thoughts for the Day’......... 26 weeks, 3 times a week....... 78 
‘Today’s Children’..... weecceese6 years, 5 times a week.......0. 1,560 
‘Masquerade’ .........+++esee08 26 weeks, 5 times a week....... 130 
Edgar Guest’s Welcome Valley..Half-hour scripts..........+++e 110 
‘Judy and Jane’...........---> - 1 year, 5 times a week........ é 260 
‘Ma Brown’s Patch Work Quilt’.. Nearly a year, 5 times a week.. 222 
‘The Guiding Light’.......... .» 3% years, 5 times a week...... x 910 
‘Road of Life’..........- ccccee 3 years, 5 times a week. ..ccccce 780 
‘Woman in White’...... scccces 2% years, 5 times a week....ee- 650 
‘The Right to Happiness’........6 months, 5 times a week......- 130 
Auditions and miscellaneous SCriptS.....cescecseeesecreeees sees 680 

Total number of scripts in ten VEATS....ccseeeee esse ceceeees 6,000 





Edward Prentiss 
Robenna Proctor 
Isabelle Randolph 
William Rath 
Donna Reade 
Doris Rich 
Mildred Romano 
Michael Romano 
June Rose ° 
Milton Rosen 
Marvin Ross 
Cecil Roy 
Beverly Ruby 
Tommy Ryan 
Mary Salisbury 
Henry Saxe 
Shirley Sadler 
Sarah. Pursell Schatz 
Stanley Schewel 
Mignon Schreiber 
Frank Seay 
Wally Seitz 
Margaret Shanna 


George Krebs 
Carl Kroenke 
Sylvia Clark Kuhn 
Eloise Kummer 
Rupert LaBelle 
Janet Lane 

John Larkin 

Al Lawrence 

Bill Lee 

Burr Lee 

Forest Lewis 
Harriet Linehan 
Janet Logan 

Phil Lord 

Irene Lorraine 
Sunda Love 

Lucy R. Lancaster 
Paul Luther 
Emmett Lynn 
Butler Mandeville 
Tom Manley 
Mora Martin 


WBEN, BUFFALO, 
SEEKS SCRIPTS 


Buffalo. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Can you give me any ideas or 
any help on this problem? We have 
a half-hour a week devoted to local 
dramatic production, and have de- 


ARTHUR PETERSON 


“THE GUIDING LIGHT” 














-——and to you who have given to so many of us 


“THE RIGHT TO HAPPINESS” 


ELOISE KUMMER 


EEL A, SLANG TE a SE ARPS. CENA LISTS 


“Carolyn (Allen) Walker” 




















Congratulations and Good Luck 


JOAN WINTERS 
“Sylvia Bertrom” — “Road of Life’’ 

















Good Luck 
“DR. BRENT” 








Don Bolt Jim Goss 

Gertrude Bondhill Dave Gothard 

Bill Bouchy Norman Gottschalk 
Leo Boulette Hilda Graham 

Cc. H. Boyle Sharon Granger 


George Bradley 
Bu2lsh Brandon 
O. Brandon 
Sydney Breese 
Catherine Brennan 
Finney Briggs 
Jack Buckley 
Gene Byron 
Butler Manvill 
Charles Calvert 
Kay Campbell! 
Harry Cansdale 
Frances Carlon 
Grace Carlton 
Ken Carrington 
Catherine Card 
Lee Childs 

Ken Christy 
Virginia Clark 
Tom Collins 
Maurice Copeland 
James Coy 
Lvette Crystal 
Leo Curley 

Phil Dakin 
Lester Damon 
Frank Dane 
Edith Davis 
Jeanne DeLee 
James Dexter 
Bob Deyrenforth 
James Diehl 
Hazel Dolphide 
Nancy Douglass 
Paul Dowty 
Barry Drew 
Dorothy Drews 
Patricia Dunlap 
Richard Earl 
Fdna Earle 
Charles Eggleston 
Mike Eisenmenger 
Harry Elders 
Floise Ellis 
Sydney Ellstron 
Mento Everitt 








William Farnum 


Bill Green 
Bob Griffin 
Ken Griffin 
Al Halas 
Mildred Hark 
Annette Harper 
Harvey Hays 
Gladyg Heen 
Percy Hemus 
Margaret Hillias 
Fannie Ellen Hogg 
Howard Hoffman 
John Robert Hoffman 
Charlotte Holland 
Dickie Holland 
Barry Hopkins 
Karl Hue 
Lucille Husting 
Anice Ives 
Bob Jellison 
Clinton Johnson 
Dora Johnson 
Raymond Johnson 
Virginia Jones 
Ralph Juul 
Jeanne Juevilier 
Herb Butterfield 
Don Koehler 
Frank Dave 
Arnold Ainsworth 
Boris Aplon 
George Krebs 
Carlton Kadell 
Joan Kay 
Howard Keegan 
Barry Kelley 
Robert E. Kelly 
Kay Kennedy 
Lee Kenyon 
Rev. Theo. Kittay 
Louis Klein 
Nina Klowden 
Elanor Knorr 
Neginald Knoor 
Don Koehler 
Arthur Kohl 
Donald Kraats 


Carey MacDonald 
DeWitt McBride 
Mercedes McCam- 
bridge 
Eugene McGillan 
Carolyn McKay 
Mary McKinley 
Malcolm Meacham 
Dorothy S. Meade 
Ralph Menzing 
June Meredith 
Sandra Michael 
Bob Middleton 
Don Mihan 
Kay Miller 
Margaret Miller 
Marvin Miller 
J. H. Millsaps 
Curtis Mitchell 
Bret Morrison 
Pat Murphy 


Mary Smith 

Ruth Smyth 

Cliff Soubier 

Olan Soule 

Dean Sutter 

Ethel R. Swift 
Hope Summer 
Jane Starr 
Catherine Stocklin 
Hugh Studebaker 
Catherine C. Sullivan 
Fred Sullivan 
Mrs. Fred Sullivan 
Reese Taylor 
Happy Jack Turner 
Henrietta Tedro 
Louis Terkle 
Helen Van Tuy) 
Arthur Van Slyke 
Fred E. Von Ammon 
Jonn Walsh 

Sam Wanamaker 
Fay Warren 
Willard Waterman 
Duke Watson 
Stanley Waxman 
Carl Weber 

John Weigel 
Sarajane Wells 
Betty H. Wester 
Betty Winkler 
Joan Winters 
Lesley Woods 
Bloyce Wright 
Lillian White 

Lee Young 
Seymour Young 
Russel Thorson 
Cleveland Towne 
Eva Pownall 

Lois Zarley « 


Walter E. Wagstaff, Commercial 
Manager of KDYI, Salt Lake City, 
elected President of the Salt Lake 


C. Henry Nathan 
George Neise 
Marie Nelson 
Herbert Nelson 
Robert Opper 
Angeline Orr 
Wyn Orr 
Connie Osgood 
Ethel Owen 
Frankie Pacelli 
Eileen Palmer 
Virginia Payne 
Harold Peary 
Jim Pease 
Cornelius Peoples 
Edith Perry 
Norma Peterson 
Arthur Peterson 
Dick Post 

Tom Post 
Loretta Poyton 








City Advertising Club. 





veloped some fine actors, some have 
made big time in New York and 
Hollywood. However we have used 
the best scripts we could get from 
NEC, Writer’s Laboratory, Lester in 
Hollywood, and Radio Events. We 
have managed to get these scripts 
for around $15 to $25 royalty, which 


is just about tops out of our budget. 
“There must be a number of good 
writers around New York who 
would want $100 and up for a good 
script. This is high for one station, 
but the writers could make them- 
selves more money with less effort 
by selling original scripts to a num- 
ber of stations at low cost (say 
about what we have been paying, 
$15 to $25 per use) rather than one 
sale here and there at a high cost. 
In other words, on a_ syndicated 
basis, more returns for the writer 
at less cost to the individual station. 

We have just about run out of 
good, acceptable material from the 
sources I have mentioned. Do you 
know where we can turn for a new 
source of supply? I will anpprec iit 
any help or suggestions you mm) 
have. 


Edgar H. Twamnilev. | 
Director, Station WBE. 
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Waldo Hospital 
Of Seattle Is 
Loser to C 


4 Washington, May 28. 

Satisfactory ending to the case of 
the State of Washington versus Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting. System was 
reached Monday (27), as far as the 
network was concerned, when the 
Supreme Court of the U. S. an- 
nounced that the cause had become 
} ‘moot’ and tossed the whole works 
| back into the lap of the Supreme 

Court of Washington for appropriate 

action. 

Highest bench vacated the judg- 
ment of the Washington court in the 
scrap between CBS and the Waldo 
Hospital Association, Inc., of Seattle, 
which—a year ago—asked $25,000 
from the chaim for allegedly libel- 

+», ous remarks carried over the tele- 
phone wires. All efforts of the web 
to escape through the argument that, 
in the process of relaying any broad- 

_ cast, the parent transmitter is not 
responsible for out-of-State misfor- 
tunes were sniffed at by the Su- 
perior Court for Kings County and 
the Washington Supreme Court. 

State tribunals upheld the claims 
of the defendants under local statute 
that suits against a ‘foreign’ corpora- 
tion or non-resident can be serviced 
on any ‘agent, cashier or managing 
agent.’ Interpreted the law as in- 
cluding CBS, although the chain in- 
sisted that it did not control the 

J offending station—KIRO—and that 
the telephone company did the ac- 
tual work of transporting the broad- 
cast which was denounced. 

KIRO was described as legal rep- 
resentative of the web by the Wash- 
ington courts, since it ‘leases time’ 
to CBS. 





Columbia, on the other 


ASCAP BOARD MEETING 





| Contracts Will Be Mailed Soon to! 
| All Broadcasters 
i 
| 





Board of directors of the American 
‘Society of Composers, Authors and 
| Publishers will meet this afternoon 
| (Wednesday) for the purpose mainly 
'of approving the new contract license 
,for broadcasting stations and net- 
work, 

The contract forms will be mailed 
to broadcasters the early part of next 
week, e 


ETHYL UNDECIDED 
ON FALL PROGRAM 


Ethyl is not picking up any op- 
tions on the Tony Martin-Andre 
Kostelanetz show for the fall be- 
cause it can’t decide whether it 
wants to do any network broadcast 
at that time. 

The present Ethyl series (CBS) 
expires with the June 24 broadcast. 


WPRO Goes 5,000-W 


_ Providence, May 28. 
WPRO went to 5,000 watts Monday 
(27), which makes it the highest 
powered outlet in Rhode Island. 
Four years ago WPRO was operat- 
ing at 250 watts. 

















hand, stated that this assertion was 
in violation of the due process clause 
of the Constitution. 

By its action Monday, U. S. Su- 
preme Court virtually wound up the 
case in favor of the chain. Re- 
manded the scrap to the Washington 
Supreme Court ‘for such proceed- 
ings as by that court may be deemed 
appropriate’ without cost to either 
party. The cause has ‘become moot,’ 
according to the higher court—which 
is a polite way of saying it’s all 








over, 


FIRM SUPPLIES 


THEM IN BULK 





Cheaper If Entrants Stock 
Up ‘Between Contests’— 


Service Also Gives Advice 
on Best Way to Play the possibilities. ° 


Probabilities 





SALVAGED? 





Radio contests with money and 


SELL BOXTOPS FOR CONTESTS 








'HOHENGARTEN OFF WBBM'< ’ , 
| Chieage Station Will Have New P of 0 Gold 


Musical Conductor 
| Chicago, May 28. 
Columbia-WBBM here is readying 
_to switch musical conductors, and 
| has given six-week notice to musical 
| director Carl Hohengarten, who has 





eral years. : 

Stu) Dawson, Columbia - WBBM 
| program chief here, is considering 
| replacement from list of half-dozen 





‘SELLING POTTERY T 
CONSUMERS DIRECTLY 


Cleveland, May 28. 
, The General Concessions Corp.. 





other giveaways have been responsi-; planning a selling campaign which 
ble for the development of a new) Will go direct to consumer via radio, 


type of business. It’s 
source for any and all sorts of box- 
tops, wrappers and labels. 


Partici- | June 3. 


a central, has contracted with WHK-WCLE for 


programs on each station beginning 
Contract is for 13 weeks 


pants of these contests don’t have to| and both programs will run 15 min- 


buy the products now to get the box- 
tops, ete., which are made conditions 
of entry, because the new service, 
inspired by the contest rage, assert- 
edly can furnish such prerequisites 
in wholesale lots. 

One of these ventures is Eggleston 
Enterprise, of Milford, N. Y., which 
reaches prospective consumer-con- 
testants through handbills distrib- 


uted in small communities. A replica | 
of one of these handbills is carried 
One of the | 
interesting things to be noted about) 


in an adjoining column. 


this handbill is the price distinction 
for boxtops, etc., ‘between contests’ 
and ‘during contests.’ 

Staff lawyers for advertising agen- 
cies are of the opinion that ventures 
of this sort are legal, providing the 


| utes with WHK getting morning spot 
and WCLE set for noon hour show. 
Sponsor has agreed on recordings 
for WCLE. Talent for WHK show 
/has not yet been selected. 

Object of direct sales to listeners 
will be chinaware and pottery. 


Emerson’s War News 











Emerson Radio is contemplating a 
ispring and summer campaign to 
| plug its portable sets. Warren Light- 


| foot, the firm’s advertising manager, | 


|}and Paul Munroe, radio director of 
| the Buchanan agency, are consider- 
ing sponsorship of a nightly 15-min- 


boxtops and wrappers are not printed yte news roundup from Europe, over 


facsimiles, since such unauthorized | wor - Mutual 


immediately before 


reproductions would be in violation) Raymond Gram Swing’s commenta- 


of the copyright law. 


(Cor.tinued on page 35) 











The agency | tor session. 
trade figures that these enterprises | 


Emerson is a néw Buchanan ac- 
| count. 





SALES PIECE OF BOXTOPS-IN-BULK FIRM 


Contest Gegine et Time of Announcement ‘ 





been with the organization for sev- 


Preceding R. G. Swing 


On Blue, New 
Tums Red Show 


Even though the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ is 
| being shifted to the blue network 
| June 13 (Thursday, 8:30-9 p.m.) 
| Tums is retaining its Tuesday night 
spot on the red network for another 
Horace Heidt stanza, ‘The Treasura 
Chest.’ The Pot will continue to 


give coin away via telephone calls 
| while the other show will confine 
its beneficences to studio audiences. 
Final ‘Pot’ broadcast on the red 
| will be that of June 4 and the 
| ‘Treasure Chest,’ which, was on with 
Heidt last summer comes in the fol- 
lowing Tuesday. The switch of 
| ‘Pot’ from the red to the blue has 
; caused much comment within the 
| trade because of its possible inter 
| network reflections. 
| Stack-Goble, agency on the ae- 
| count, is reported as having helped 
nudge the deal for the blue along by 
| negotiating at the same time with 
| the Mutual Network. 


| 











Hammann Off WCAU 
Philadelphia, May 28. 
J. S. K. Hammann, commercial 
manager of WCAU, has resigned ef- 
fective June 15 to rejoin the staff of 
the magazine ‘Advertising and Sell- 
ing.’ Hammann has been with WCAU 
since March. 
Previous to that he was connected 
with the National Broadcasting Co. 





New York—George MacGregor, 
formerly with Ruthrauff & Ryan, has 
joined the Compton agency in an 
| executive capacity. 


























PLEASE USE THIS ORDER . 
e & G LAUN DRY SOAP Another Order Biank will be sent with your erder 
' PRICS GACH 
k Quantity Cust 
PROCTER & GAMBLE will award $107,000 in prize: in 6 weekly P & G WHITE NAPHTHA SOAP Con- P a ean mao ome 
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for the lat week's contest must be received before May 26th. The final weekly contest closes with « tee 
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Becauxe of postage rates, we must charge the regular 2c each for wr sfrom P&G. HOW. te ve CRBC COR WADED occes sere cecccrecsetesece: ‘ - 
“KVER we have arranged to Nave the front panelx, CAREFULLY CUT.BY HAND from our P & G sae LEELA AISI, TE Te oF 
Wrappers, not only saving you the trouble of cutting them out, but also giving you the lowest prices we j “a RM . 
fave ever been able tu quote on this item. . . Clean, neatly cot P & G Front Panels: fe , COWS oo. cececrceccers cece seceeeerrees 
FROM NEW STYLE P & G WRAPPERS twee bad ¥ & GO WHITE MAPTHA comp wrappetn 2.6.0... cee e enw en ened 
" tv P «Lar re ced see Paegeedeesdccoscseess serdeccesepboscotoonbs % 
6v Panels (enough for 15 entries) $1.00 400 Panels (enough for 100 entries) $ 5.00 Be Se teas WOAP (Large) wrappers 
100 Panels (enough for 25 entries) 1.60 1000 Panels (enough for 260 entries) 16.90 ze fee IVORY BOAP ¢Med@tam) wrappera ..05 0.05. e ieee cece tenet seetebesenees iti | eee 
te te GRAV A CURD CRITI ooccccc cer cde edosccOeeees cocscedsoesss seerecrereseeencoceseoborece oe | t+eee 
iVvé ‘XK ¥ FLAKES be te NE PR a chi ce ease resi re ican Peper esc cacny ssc. apeneeeeoesouniiebes _ os 
; te es CEG GACCTTTEe CUGI CUMERD 5055 c 66 6008s bso ccberivccss tes rscrrreceedsecboocschesocce rere 
PROCTER & GAMBLE will sponsor 6 weekly IVOR Y FLAKES contests. Prizes in each weekly contest a. Sins ae Nh Wie asec Fieve secdoveis deen uss ceeoasovdudecosinapaes tty i 
are: Ten Ist prizes of new 1940 PONTIAC 4-door Sedans, esch with 1,000 gallons of gasoline and $100 cyl oan " = 
vacation money ; 100 secund prizes of $10 in cash each. Use plain paper. Print or write your name te ' MENGE Aiksh ca csirher debe sao atemiichs pack car btens ntiave : 
amd actress. Send one [IVORY FLAKES box-top (either size) with each entry, finishing — inne oe ec eab-6 tatem . } ue 
in Zy miditional words or less: “I like Ivory Flakes because . . .” Entries for the ba — ST, Venetia eS mol 
must be received by June 8th. The final weekly contest closes with a postmark of July 6, _ eacis 
| n < WHEATIES ben t ~ 
Newest Style Ivory Flakes boxtope by return mail, only Sc each; 25 for $1.00; 100 for $3.50; 500 for t% ve 
$15.00 + a HIMQUICK berm fepe . Leese cess : 
be | $e BOPTAGILK trom terpr .....,- i 
BIT 6 | 1% UNALTINE fott erate 
a 0 - HONEY 6- | Oe QUAKER & MOTHER 2 OATH Bea Winte murke J 
PRIZES: Total of 5 STUDEBAKER CHAMPION automobiles PILUS 400 other prizes. Four Monthly ee ~ CHICKEN OF THE SEA TUNA fades | . 
eontests, first ending April 15th; second, May 15th; third, June 15th; fourth, July 15, 1940. ie di ANY DOO FOOD tebele « 
MONTHLY Prizes ure, First, 4 Door Studebaker Champion, Second, $50.00 Cash; 3rd to 7th prises. . . ORR | 
$5.00 exch; Next 25 prizes, $1.00 each. Next 69 prizes each a box of Bit-O-Honey candy. These pri: ; 
monthly for fuer months PLUS a fifth Studebaker for the best entry that did not win a prize during & te * ANY RHAVE CREAM cartons ¢ ’ 
the entire contest. Just write an original Safety Slogan in ten words or less. You must use the “_ . niet tents: Cbhtiis aidiin, « 
Official Entry Blanks under wrappers of new stocks of Bit-O-Huney Candy bars. Also complete rulex ) | 
are on these blanks. Mailing address, Bit-O-Honey, P O. Box 3405, Chicago, Til Give name of your ie « WOUDBUKY FOAL wrapper. 
candy desler ax well ax your own name and address. ie 8c PHILAJIR BP tateta 
We hive the Bit-O-Honey entry blanks required, 3¢ each ; 36 for $1.00. If you want the candy, biank« . see | CAMPHFA. s0UF tanete ~ 
ani alt we will sell nig oe of 24—5e bars for $1.20 PILUS POSTAGE (Weight 4 Ibs. Ask ‘. vi stint: etidiaeakh Aebiiite f =. 
Your postmaster as te postage required) | 
6 IVORY BNOW ted topes oo oe 
PILLSBURY FLOUR ee A Penge bs 
: | 
te Iwec ROVAl, CROWN COLA tepe _ 
| | ; ‘ 
Compicte the statement, “It pays to buy Pilsbury’s Hest Flour because "in 35 word: o leas, ans! te % ROUTAN Cigae banda . - got oes aes Be ea26s a 
wibarh ‘er an fom a Paebury Flour receipt folder from ae sack of pity ay ae FF dy Lars “s fiky..my evé.tons for Or I ¢ Bicg. 
tests, first ending May 4th and last ending May 25th Weekly Prizes start at BS and a GRA? bers CH aMTA2 228, me pete a ; 
PRIZE of $5,000.00 for the best entry of Lhe contest A total of $10,000, PLUS wi sade geod for pet ee ws toniagg thy Prices of uns + elgg Ray ster | sisial alle ada 
| F : Flour Mills, Dept 
Merchandise te be givgn free to EACH PARTICIPANT Mail all entrnes to Pillsbury Flour Mr bi ttt ody — wr es Fora ae 








17. Bes OF, Cheng, Hl 


White entries may be written on plain paper, we expect to have entry blanks for mest of our contest- 
ant. Price of Pillsburv receipt folder stars, 10c each; 11 for $1.00 JO _— Pe 2oO 


Order Your Qualifiers New Order Plenty Re ready for the first contest You owe it te 
yourself. to sour family and your community to enter the above contests. It costa se little Two or 
three colliers spent in qualifiers may easily win a fortune for you, whether you have won before, or 


Eggleston Enterprise - Milford, N. Y. 
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[R ADI O| . . Five consecutive seasons on the air for 

General Electric and renewed for an additional season. 
$ Winner of many awards in radio, including the WOMEN’S 
NATIONAL RADIO COMMITTEE Award, Radio Stars Award, 
Radio Guide Award and the award of the Exposition of 
WOMEN’S ARTS AND isin 


[BANDS] _ 


Played to 75, 000 people (one performance) at Grant Park, 














‘. Foremost feminine orchestra in the world. 











Chicago. 


| S T A G E | . » « Personal appearances in the de luxe thea- 
tres of the United States, played to well over 1,000,000 
people in. 1939. 


|SCREEN . « « Two years in succession, winner of annual 
film award for prize-winning Paramount Technicolor Shorts 
—and when it comes to 


TELEVISION 


It will be an Hour of Double Charm when television presents 

Phil Spitalny and His All-Girl Orchestra—charming the ears 

as usual with perfect melody and enchanting harmony--- 

charming the eyes, too, with feminine loveliness and color- 

ful beauty! Television’s here! And here is the act as »eauti- 
ful to see as to hear! 


ean She HownclChanm 
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Government and Private Stations 


To Pool Thoughts, Experiences 
In Canadian Radio Meetings 





Toronto, May 23. 

In a constructive gesture to pri- 
yate »perators the Canadian Broad- | 
casting Corp. is completing final de- 
tails for a radio round-table series, 
an the ‘The Art and Business of | 
Broadcasting,” in which ideas, prac- 
tices and experiences of station man- | 
agers on the CBC national network | 


Work-Dodgers 





Peculiar organizational setup 
of a major ad agency in radio 
is getting much comment in the 
trade. This agency has a large 
staff but the mode of operation 
has gotten to the point where 
everybody is either a supervising 


and those of independent outlets | . d . 
“twill be pooled for the general de- | executive or an errand-runner, 
velopment of radio in Canada. | Of workaday directors, who 
‘Talks will cover every aspect of | shoulder all details and bind all 
broadcasting, including program) the ends together, Th a 
production, station management,) "one. It's a case of all hands 


Sy 


se 


wanting to be bosses and dis- 
inclined to tackle assignments 
that make them just plain, hard 
workers. 

There are already intimations 
that this staff will undergo a 
severe reshuffling by midsum- 
mer. 


sound effects, radio engineering, and | 
the technique of presenting feature 
broadcasts, talk series and special , 
events coverage. Cooperative ef- 
fort will be staged at CBC head-, 
quarters here and, while that will be 
convenient for station personnel in | 
the Toronto area, the thought is that | 
the proceedings should be made Es 
trans-Canada wide. Current possi- | 


me Sn ut Sat a‘ Neville Miller Speaker A 
Canadian stations whose members’ gnigyille Meeting Which 
Asks US. Aid to Alles 


cannot be present because of geo- | 
i 
| Louisville, May 28. 


graphical distance, etc. 
Neville Miller, head of N.A.B. and 


LUCKIES ASKS | former mayor of Louisville, has been 
PU ’ (0 OP in town for several days, and was 
BS ¥ 


principal speaker at big Democratic 
rally Thursday (23), at which two 
| Opposing factions were brought to- 
' gether in a love feast. Miller's 

















| brother, Shackleford, Jr., is at pres-4 


Board of directors of the Music! ent head of the county Dernocratic 
Publishers Protective Association, 9rganization, and prominent in local 
met late yesterday afternoon (Tues- | political affairs. 
day) to discuss a proposal which has | Neville Miller was also one of the 
been submitted to the association by | Speqkers at a ‘pro-allies’ meeting 
the American Tobacco Co., sponsor held in Memorial Auditorium Satur- 
of the Lucky Strike Hit Parade on | day (25), at. which resolutions were 
CBS. In line with the MPPA’s move | adopted. memorializing Congress to 
to’bring about a more equitable basis | Come out openly on the side of the 
for the numerical listing of the pro- Allies, and to'assist them with crédit, 
gram’s hit tunes the advertiser has} Wa" materials and men, if necessary. 
suggested that the MPPA co-operate | Mrs. Shackleford Miller, Jr., also 
by contributnig a weekly best seller | addressed the meeting. 
list of its own compilation. 


The proposal came after the to- | : 
bacco company had reexamined the | Harry Mason Smith 


various phases of the survey on; At Transamerican 


which it bases its ‘hit’ list, and de- : ; 

cided to allot greater consideration | Harry Mason Smith, who was with 
to’ sheet sales and coin-machine per- | the staff of WLW, Cincinnati, is now 
formances and less to what it has| With the: Transamerican Broadcast- 
termed requests made of band lead- | ins & Television Corp. as sales man- 
die. |ager. He takes over from Pete 


"| Yaegar, who has gone back in the 


SANDRA MICHAEL DROPS | oe program production depart- 
‘AFFAIRS OF ANTHONY’ | x Transamerk Revises Stock 


Transamerican has 
: | Albany, N. Y., May 28. 

mae int hh Transamerican Broadcasting “& 
Journey’ serial started yesterday 
(Monday) for Procter & Gamble, : 
will discontinue ‘The Affairs of An- | ?3! 
thony,’ NBC sustainer serial, with | value. , 
Friday’s (31) stanza. Understood it | Pt on this change have been 
may be revived later. Authoress also | — with the Secretary of State’ by 
does ‘Against the Storm’ for P. & G. torney Sol A. Rosenblatt. 

Ted MacMurray, of the NBC staff, | 
who’s been directing ‘Anthony,’ 
handling ‘Journey.’ 
is anncuncer-narrator and Elwyn} 








the national 
representation of WLW. 








-'| Reduction in 
is | 
obligations. 


| Television Corp. has decreased its 
| capital stock from 2,000 shares, no 
value, to 1,850 shares, no par 


; stock. was due to 
Durwoad Kirby | liquidation of some preferred stock 


WMAZ Faces Opposish 


First Time in 10 Years 


Macon, Ga., May 28. 

First competition for WMAZ, 
Macon’s sole radio station for more 
than 10 years, loomed on the horizon 
here, with the assignment of call let- 
ters WBML to the Middle Georgia 
Broadcasting Co. by the Federal 
Communications Commission, In- 
corporators of the new company, 
which is, to operate at first on 250 
watts unlimited time, are Emmett G. 
McKenzie and E. G. Black of the 
Central Cotton Oil Co.; Ed M. Lowe 
and Henry Lowe of Lowe Electric 
Co. 

Site for the broadcasting tower 
and other details of operation are, 
now being determined. | 


PHILIP MORRIS 
MAY EMULATE 
LUCKIES 


Philip Morris is considering going 
in for a transcribed spot campaign 
similar to the one that Lucky Strike 
is now running. Presentation along 
this line has been made to the cig 
manufacturer by the Biow agency. 
Biow has suggested a list of mar- 
kets and the extent of the cam- 
paign’s coverage will depend on how 
much Morris wants to appropriate 
for a start. Decisjoh is expected 
within a week. 


{ 














MAY RESUME 


‘Meet Me at Times Square’ Pre- 
viousty Met World’s Fair Stymie 








If musicians’ union clearance and 
broadcast fee problem can be worked 
out satisfactorily, ‘Meet Me at Times 
Square’ will return to WMCA, New 
York, but emanating from the dining 
rooms of the various hotels in the 
Times Square, N. Y., area rather 
than from WMCA’s studios. Pro- 
gram used talent from the different 
hotels to ballyhoo, on WMCA, for 
patronage of out-of-towners coming 
in to glom the New York World’s 
Fair. 

Ironically enough the program was 
knocked off several weeks after 
starting by the fact that most of 
WMCA’s sustaining shows are com- 
ing from the Fair and use the Lee 
Grant orchestra, WMCA house band, 
so often that it’s permanently sta- 
tioned on the Fair grounds. For- 
merly entertainers just went to the 
station’s studios and were backed by 
Grant’s bunch batonned by the band- 


the Taft, for instance. 
Betty Lou Bemis at WLW 
Cincinnati, May 28. 

Betty Lou Bemis, lately with KLZ, 
Denver, joins the WLW staff of 
newscasters June 3. She will do @ 
daily stint, 4:45 to 5 pm., EST, 
tagged ‘News From a Wotah’s 
View.’ She replaces Bess McCam- 
mon, who left several months since 
to join the NBC dramatic depart- 
ment in Chicago. 

The daughter of Edwin A. Bemis, 
publisher of the Littleton (Colo.) In- 
dependent, Miss Bemis attended the 
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Owen is organist. Cast includes 
Betty Winkler, Lester Damon, Cliff | 
Soubier, Connie Crowder, Fern Per- | 
sons, Cleveland Towne and DeWitt 
McBride. Series originates in Chi- 
cago over a split NBC red: hookup. | 
New York and the rest of the net- - 

work will be added when time can’ Bartlett, Priestley at 9 P. 
be cleared. 


Two: changes have occurred over 
| the week-end in regard to the short- 
| wave exchange of news between 
America and Britain by radio. For 
health reasons “Raymond Gram 
Swing, a great favorite in the United 


Miarai Store on WOAM 


Miami, May 238. 
Burdine’s, Miami's largest depart- 
ment store, hos signed for a 13-week 
test over WQAM, in behalf of its 


British to ‘Comment’ on News - 


home furnishing departments. Uses 
phonograph recordings presided over 
by Leslie Harris. Line of chatter 
slanted for housefraus. 

Marks first time in five years store 
has capitulated to radio. 


WOV Musicians Back 


Contract, ending the 14-week strike 
by the musicians’ union, was signed 
Saturday (25) by WOV, New York. 
Tooters returned to work Sunday. 

Deal is for a year and calls for 12 
men on a six-day week (including , 
Sundays): Previous’ agreement re- 
quired: 16 men. : i 








Le TAS See a ee 


Kingdom, will drop his week-end 
| broadcast (also to Canada} from New 
York. He may do’one program each 
from the Republican and Democratic 
conventions but will otherwise be 
unable to continue. Doctors insist 
he’ guard his nervous system against 
the consequences of strain. He's on 
five a week over Mutual. 

It was as staff member of BBC 
‘that Swing got his start in radio. 
He started his mike comment for 
‘the British system in 1934 and three 
years later Swing returned to his 
native country and aligned himself 
with WOR*Mutual. 

The ' British Broadcasting Corp. 


University of Paris. 


leader from the room, Ben Bernie at | 





M. Nightly (Shortwave) — 


Swing’s Health: Threat 


will, starting forthwith, add ‘com- 
mentators’ of its own, starting with 
Vernon Bartlett and J. B. Priestley. 
They will supplement the straight 
news events bulletins with explana- 
tions of policy and meaning. Under 
the title ‘Britain Speaks’ the new 
series will be heard six nights a 
week at nine p.m. New York time on 
11.75 and 9.58 megacycles (short- 
wave) respectively. 

White Owl (General Cigar Co.) 
has settled its Raymond Gram Swing 
situation on Mutual and the com- 
mentator will have a hookup of 71 
Mutual stations starting June 28. 
There had been 2@ question of Mu- 
tual delivering the coverage that the 
manufacturer wanted and NBC 
meantime had stepped in with an 





——— 


FEPFFHPOCOCOOOFE HOHE 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Mary Little, radio editor of the Des Moines Register and Tribune, has 
gone home... .Sally O'Neil, former film actress, dickering for radio and 
television....Karl Ulrich Schnabel, Andor Foldes, Katja Andy and Vladi- 
mir Padway, European concert pianiats, set for one-shot recitals over 
WQXR on Sunday nights during June....Alma Kitchell planning another 
‘Streamlined Journal’ broadcast from United Airlines plane, this time with 
the house orchestra cued in from a second plane....Minna Leopold-Ruske, 
mezzo-soprano; Stanley McClelland, baritone; Doris Earle, soprano; Ralph 
H. Herbert, baritone; Virginia Mauret, soprano; Manfred H. Hecht, bari- 
tone; Florence Fraser, soprano, and Earle Wrightson, baritone, will sing by 
pairs in a series of four ‘artist series’ recitals over WQXR Friday evenings, 
beginning June 7. 

Leon Levine, of CBS, to Washington over weekend to conduct ‘People’s 
Platform’ Saturday and launch new ‘Invitation to Learning’ Sunday from 
that point....Katherine Roche, of WGN, Chicago, in town for her annual 
spring fortnight of broadcasting out of WOR....Collier’s magazine edi- 
torial attacking FCC on television tactics made sturring remarks on N. A. B. 
code, and Ed Kirby sent magazine a telegram....Julius Seebach, of WOR, 
looking over his cotton acres on three-week visit to Georgia. 

Helen Hyatt added to the names of broadcasters from Paris heard over 
NBC. 

Ben Pratt, a fugitive from politics, is back at NBC press and handling 
the night desk....Jack Miles on leave from NBC. 

John E. McMillin and Gil Ralston, of the Compton agency, to Chicago 
to huddle with Procter & Gamble....The Ed Gardners (Shirley 
Booth) vacationing at Virginia Beach....Ralph Edwards ill all last week, 
but did his ‘Truth or Consequences’ show Saturday night regardless. Series 
has‘ been extended for 13 more weeks as of June 13....Setup for Fred 
Allen’s show will be the same when it goes on for Texaco in the fall, but 
Peter Van Steeden’s orchestra and the Merry Macs won’t be on....prob- 
ably a larger vocal group will replace the latter, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Newscasters at KHJ are no longer fumbling with those trick names in 
the war zone, Order has gone out to make them sound like they’re spelled 
so map hounds can better follow the movements....Six Hits and a Miss 
have been dropped from the Old Gold show but will be back with Bob 
Hope when his. junket turns for home....Meredith Willson’s ‘Missions of 
California’ symph will be piped into all L. A. schools June 4 as an edu- 
cational feature....Music Maids were optioned through the summer on 
Kraft Music Hall....Edgar Bergen can't be budged from his television set 
....Jean Hersholt and Rosemary De Camp east for three weeks of broad- 
casting ‘Dr. Clristian’ from New York....Bing Crosby found a spot for 
Ken Carpenter in his picture at Paramount....Jimmy Henaghan shagging 
news for Hedda Hopper....Tom Revere here to work out five-week layoff 
for ‘Good News,’ come what may next fall....NBC’s co-op’er, ‘I Want a 
Divorce,’ checking off this week, with nothing definite for next season.... 
State Parent-Teachers Ass’n picked Hormel’s ‘It Happened in. Hollywood’ 
as the ideal daytime show....Union Oil dropping its opera series for light- 
er summer fare. Mario Chamlee off and Mahlon Merrick’s singers added. 
Producer Bill Lawrence working out a new musical pattern for the fall. ... 
Charlie Vanda ensconced in his new hilltop estate....Fox Case of CBS has 
it alk figured’ out that 15 stations in the Los Angeles area devote around 20 
hours: a day to newscasts, with KNX carrying: plenty of the load. Figure 
doesn’t include bulletins, flashes at station breaks or special round-ups. 


IN CHI€AGO ... 


Everett George Opie, indie producer, will handle production of new 
Armour dise show, ‘Your Treat,’ which will have Harry Kogen orchestra 
and Charles Sears as vocatist....Country Washburne recouping from 
minor op....Noel Gerson due for trip to New York for 0.0: of likely 
talent for Mutual-WGN ‘Fifth Row Center’ show which is slated for boom 
build-up over the summer.,...Ray Wilson, who has been on the Wrigley 
writing job on the Coast for Columbia, back in Chi for a huddle. 

Rico’ Marcélli cofhes in next week as guest conductor for the Carnation 
Contented_program. Roy Shields, NBC midwest musical director, had been 
handling podium sitice sudden: death of Josef Pasternack....Luther Ossen- 
brink (Arkie of WES Batn' Dance) into the Hotel Sherman’s College Inn 
to call square dances for the customers....Quin Ryan, WGN general man- 
ager, into St. Luke’s hosp. for check-up and rest....Eddie Dunn, for many 
years m.c. on the ‘Early Bird’ program on WFAA, Dallas, in Chi to nego- 
tiate ether m.c. deal locally. 

WMAQ, NEC red outlet in Chi, was off the air for half-hour on May 22 
a.m, when fire broke out in: control panel at transmitter....Burr E. Lee 
added to NBC midwest production staff filling space left by resignation of 
Wynn Orr,....Bill Ray, midwest press chief of NBC, back from call on 
newspaper editors: and stations in Louisville and Cincinnati... .Irving 
Pflaum, foreigh news editor of Daily Times, on WIND with program seties 
tagged ‘War News—Decensored’....‘What Do You Say?’, new daily quizzer 
for Calumet baking: powder over WGN, circularized Illinois women’s clubs 
for questions which are’ being used on the series, the femmes also cOm- 
prising the’ studio audience. Carol Irwin, Young & Rubicam daytime pro- 
gram supervisor, had the idea. * 

Judith Lowry replaced Jane Green on ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’.... 
Eileen Palmer is out of ‘Girl Alone’ and Henry Hunter joins the cast.... 
Michael Romano is a newcomer on ‘Guiding Light’....Don Gallagher 
added to ‘Ma Perkins’....Nina Klowden replaced Lenore Kingston on 
‘Midstream’....Jane Kaye no longer on ‘National Barn Dance’:...Ed 
Prentiss takes over for Charles Penman in ‘Story of Bud Barton’....The 
John E. Gibbses (Sandra Michael) returning to New York. 


But Those War Maps of Paul Sulli- 
“——" 10 LET WOC G0 
Interest in war news has been re- j 
flected tremendously in airings by 
Paul Sullivan (CBS-WHAS) in be-| 
half of Brown & Williamson Co. 
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Louisville, May 28. 





Efforts of the Palmer interests of 


Requisitions for war maps have far | 19wa to get a release on WOC, Dav- 








larged force has been added to han- 
die the requests. Battle lines change 
from day to day. 

Sullivan now airs over the CBS 
network at 5.15 CST., and sponsors 
report that the new time has greatly 
increased listening. audience, and re- 
turns from the offer of a war map 
has amounted to several hundred 
pounds of dimes on each airing: Map 








'a dime. 





Leonard Nason, the short story 


| 


exceeded expectations, and an en-| 


is mailed to each listener sending in | 


enport, from CBS so that the station 
could join the NBC-blue network 
have reached an impasse. Dr. B. J. 
Palmer was in New York on this 
errand last week, but found that Co- 
lumbia was not inclined to tear up 
the affiliation confract with WOC 
until the network. first obtained a 
substitute outlet. CBS has ap- 
proached WHBP, Rock Island, on the 
proposition. WHBF is now affiliated 
with Mutual. 

Palmer interests also own and op- 
erate WHO, Des Moines, which is 
| affiliated with the NBC-red link. 





‘offer of an extensive lineup for the | writer who has been military ex-| Columbia’s contract with WOC has 


two nights that 
Swing on the air. 


White Owl 


has 


pert on WOR, N.Y., will do @ tac- 
| tical series for Look Mag. 


two and a‘ half years to go. The 
| Rock Island station is a 1,000-watter. 
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* Good Will— Better Spirit 
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RADIO'S EX-WALLFLOWER 


SUSTAINER NOM 
VALUED BY BIZ 


Public Interest Type. Pro- 
gram Introduces New 
Values of Publicity and 





of Production Personnel— | 
Part of Cost Borne by 
Pressure Groups 





CREDIT SARNOFF 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Not the least important of the 
radio developments of 1940 is the 
growth of the once-derided, neglect- 
ed and apologetic sustaining pro- 
gram into a promising asset of the 
radio industry. At a time when 
broadcasters wish very heartily to 
be well regarded, when self-con- 
scious bids for public applause are 
made by the industry’s trade asso- 
ciation, when consumer and social 
criticism is more articulate and ‘bet- 
ter documented than,ever before, it 
seems odd, but indisputable, that ‘the 


layoff set to music,’ as the sustainer 
used to be called, should re-emerge 
in a new prestige role. 


The fact is, that more and more 
the industry’s best foot turns out to 
be the old limping Cinderella hoof 
of the sustainer. The transforma- 
tion has been brought about by su- 
perimposing the dainty slipper of 
public interest upon the said hoof, 
thereby converting an entertainment 
wallflower into a good-will wow. 


Of course the ‘public interest’ or 
‘educational’ program is still only 
one part of -the total program sched- 
ule of sustainers (nearly 70% of all 
radio time is non-commercial), but 
the public interest program is im- 
portant because, unlike the run-of- 
mill sustainer, it creates powerful 
alliances for the industry, because 
the programs are aimed at selective 
audiences made large by attention- 
callers marshalled by cooperating 
pressure groups, 


Another bright aspect of the new 
tangent of the sustainer is that some 
part of the out-of-pocket expenses 
of the public interest program can 
be, and is being, absorbed by out- 
side sources who cooperate with 
radio and appreciate that the pub- 
licity value of the breaks radio gives 
them is worth a cash investment. 
In exchange for free time, the ‘co- 
sponsor’ group is willing to assume 
all, or part, of the production over- 
head. Thus, for the first time, the 
sustainer does not represent a dead 
financial lost to the broadcaster's 
own treasury. 


Sarnoff Hired Dr. Angell 





om quite dissimilar: 
follows the practice of collaborating 
with outside organizations, and, 
taken together, these tieups (scores 
of them, culminating in hundreds 
of broadcasts) have created cordial 
relationships in those places where 


cordial relationships are all-im- 
portant to an industry based upon 
revocable public licenses. ‘ 


Sustainers’ New Dignity 
Reflected in the Staffs 


Meantime, the changed status of 
this kind of sustaining program, due 
to its important mission in life, has 
had its due influence on the per- 
‘sonnel of the network program de- 
partments. First, the greater need 
for programs produced in ‘co-spon- 
sorship’ to be entertaining, and not 
just time-fillers, has stimulated a 


But each! 





search for new production ideas and 
methods. The old let-it-lay atti- 
tude was part of the stigma of the 
sustainer. Favorable attention, in 
and out of the network, is now fo- 
cused upon production individuals 
showing skill or promise. Praise has 
spurred pride, with the result that 
some, if not all, of the old hangdog 
so-what attitude of sustaining 
writers and directors has been elimi- 
nated. 

An incidental result of the snap- 
pier atmosphere at NBC, for one, is 
a reported (and recent) insistence 
that the cliques of the same old 
voices be broken up. A compara- 
tive newcomer, Albert N. Williams, 
now does the "casting. This was a 
drastic blow at workaday directors 
who, out of lazy habit, fear of un- 
knowns, or stark fayoritism, end- 
lessly repeated their own stock 








company of actors to the detriment 
of sustaining program quality and 
freshness. 

(Columbia meantime is usually 
more liberal than NBC in allowing 
air credit and build-ups to its pro- 
duction personne!). 

There is another by-product of the 
new place in industry defense 
strategy occupied by the public in- 
terest program. Both major net- 
works and many local stations are 
now open-minded to experiments in 
production techniques. At the mo- 
ment all sorts of program innova- 
tions, ran[ing from lectures-with-off- 
stage chants to frolics in the echo 
chambers, are bobbing up. Radio 
City is apt to break out in a rash of 
Greek choruses any minute. More 
pointedly, those sustainers that have 
been framed with the hope of attract- 
ing sponsorship are themselves tinged 


today with ‘educational’ or ‘social’ 
influences. Columbia’s ‘Pursuit of 
Happiness’ was rather amazing in 
this regard and is the best known 
example of the overlapping. 





CBS Program Is Aiming 
At 1% Highbrow Crowd 


Right now both the commercial 
broadcasting industry and the in- 
structional professions are watching 
with keen curiosity the current ex- 
periment of the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System entitled ‘Invitation to 
Learning,’ which now occupies the 
Sunday 4:30-5 p.m. ‘spot vacated by 
‘Pursuit of Happiness.’ At the sug- 
gestion of the network’s own adult 
education council, this program is to 
be frankly highbrow. It aims at, and 


(Continued on page 32) 














FORT WAYNE, inpiana... 


Another I ntegral Part of LW-Land 





Population, 1930 





And That Started Plenty | 


The revised and streamlined sus- 
tainer of 1940 is making friends and 
influencing people. It is rapidly 
being recognized as the smartest 
kind of public relations and pub- 
licity by the networks and by the 
local stations. Most informed ob- 
servers see the new ‘social view- 
point’ development as about two and 
a half years old. In general it seems 
to date from about the time Dr. James 
Rowland Angell, former president 
of Yale University, was hired by 
David Sarnoff to become NBC's 
Educational Advisor in one of the 
smartest (generally considered) de- 
fensive steps ever taken to allay so- 
cial and educational criticism of an 
industry. The immediate effect of 
bringing in Angell in 1937 was to 
dramatize to the outside world, es- 
pecially to the ever-present pressure 
groups, the recognition by the RCA 
high command of the public interest 
consideration. 

At that time and since both NBC 
and CBS apparently indulged in 
some basic re-evaluations. Each 
neiwork has its own individual the- 
ory. Their programs are, on the 
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Retail Sales, 1938 
Wholesale Sales, 1938 


(trading area) 
Radio Homes 
(Alten County) 





FORT WAYNE, IND. 


@% of Nation's Buying Power 


* Estimated by Sales Management 


114,900 
$48,427,000* 
$37,179,000* 

816 





THE NATION’S 
most ‘‘Merchandise-Able”’ 


Served for years by WLW, listeners in this thriving 
Indiana city have naturally acquired the habit of 
tuning in the Nation’s Station. That this listening 
habit has promoted a preference among Fort Wayne 
consumers for brands advertised on WLW is well 
appreciated by tradesmen in this city. To them, 


WLW-advertised means well advertised. 


NAT'L REP. - TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING & TELEVISION CORP. - NEW YORK - CHICAGO 


STATION 
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Copies of AFRA Transcription Code — 
In Hands of Recorders, Agencies 


ee 


Copies of the American Federation | 
of Radio Artists proposed transcrip- | 
tion code were sent out this week to | 
officials of the networks, transcrip- 
tion companies and advertising | 
azencies, and negotiations will prob- | 
ably begin bv the end of this week | 
or beginning of next. As previously 
reported, indications are that an 
early agreement will be reached, al- 
though one or two AFRA proposals 
may prove stumbling blocks. 

Under the code, two classifications 
_ of transcriptions would be set up, 
with different wage scales and work- 
ing conditions for each. Class A/| 
would include all ‘custom built’! 
platters. plus any ‘open end’ discs 
used on a single station of 50,000 | 
watts or over, or used on any four | 
stations or more by a single sponsor | 
for a single product. Class B would 
include any ‘open end’ recordings | 
not coming under the Class A speci- | 
fi¢ations. ‘Custom built’ transcrip- | 
tions are those with the commer- 
cial already included; ‘open end’ are 
those with an open space for a sub- | 
sequent sponsor to dub in his own 

commercials. 

“Question of setting a different 
scale for the two classifications has 
delayed for nearly a year AFRA’s 
effort to reach a transcription code 
satisfactory to all its locals. Present | 
formula of basing the classification | 
on the question of wattage is be- 
lieved to solve the problem, although 
the Los Angeles local may still feel 
the proposed scheme might react 
unfavorably to Coast transcribers. - 

One clause that may be a hitch 
in the forthcoming negotiations has 
to do with the transcription makers’ 
and networks’ present inventory. If 
accepted, it would bar the use of 
previously-made platters except on 
the payment to the artists involved 
ef the difference between tl > 
* amount previously paid and the pro- 
posed AFRA transcription scale. 
AFRA’s aim with this clause is to 
put all platters on a uniform basis, 
but the transcribers and networks | 
are expected to oppose that phase of 
the code strenuocusty. 

The actual wording of the 
Is as follows: 





clause 





‘Any recordings or other form 





Ex-Wallflower 


Continued from page 31 t 


| 
professes, that it will be gratified if , 
achieving a ‘1% audience.’ 
The ‘Learning’ series starts off 
with three intellectuals as a perma- | 
nent nucleus, to which will be added 
a different fourth, or guest speaker, 
each week. The four will discuss 
‘from Washington, D. C.) some great 
document or book that influenced the 
Founding Fathers. The first discus- 
sion last Sunday (26) concerned the 
American Constitution. Plutarch, 
Sophocles, Thucydides, Homer, Plato 
and the Federalist essays are to be 
taken up cn successive weeks. 
Columbia has selected String- 
fellow Barr, of St. John’s College, 
Annapolis; Huntington Cairns, a 
Treasury Department attorney, and 
Andrew Chiappe, Columbia Uni- 
versity instructor, on a basis of their 
‘knowing their stuff’ rather than 
their being radio personalities, ac- 
tually or potentially. The program, 
which is under the production super- | 
vision of CBS’ Leon Levine, will do | 
it the hard way. There will be no | 
talking down to the public. It is 
hoved the public library sisterhood 
will get behind and push. Helen 
Miller, economist with the National 
Policy Committee, was the first 
guester. CBS hopes for H. L. 
Mencken, Archibald MacLeish and 
others of that ilk to follow. 


Since the Angell appointment first , 
, dramatized the new trend perhaps 
200 stations affiliated with NBC, 
CBS and the Mutual networks have 
appointed educational directors. 
Some 80-odd NBC stations also have 
women’s activities directors. In | 
scores of inland cities and towns the 
public interest program newly re- 
,ceives intelligent consid eration. 
Everywhere the smart radio opera- 
tors tend to acknowledge the im- 
|!portance of the’ sustainer, once 
brushed aside. It’s the added com- | 
‘munity and social factors that have | 
a sizeable local budget on KIRO for ™de the difference obviously. The | 
: ; local stations, in turn, are im- 
various programs, will circumvent creasingly disposed to make room on | 
talent outlay this summer by put-. their schedules for the public in- 
ting ‘Romance Time’ in moth balls terest stuff offered to them from net- 
during the hot months and substi- W0Tk headquarters. Voluntary hook- | 
‘ ‘ ups during the season just ending 
tating & pubtic Serum. ‘have reached new highs. Columbia's 
Program director Tommy Thomas | School of the Air, for example, had 
has started an essay contest built | 119 stations. : 
around ‘what do you want.to do checks - ? 
when you leave school?’ to be an- Panag ees” a ae 
swered by high school students. | 














of mechanical reproduction made 
prior to (date to be fixed), may 
be released and/or used in radio 
broadcasting up to but not later 
than the (date to be fixed), and on 
and after that date the producer 
and manufacturer agree to with- 
draw all such recordings from use, 
and to distribute and release only 
such recordings as are made in 
accordance with provisions of this 
code. Upon application to AFRA 
and upon payment of fees as speci- 
fied in this code to the artists 
appearing on such recordings, re- 
cordings made prior to ‘date to 
be fixed). may be released for use 
in accordance with terms and con- 
ditions of this code.’ 
Proposed scales for Class B tran- 
scriptions appear elsewhere. 
proposed scales for Class A discs 
were printed in the May 14 issue of 
Vaniery. In general, the Class A 
scales more or less parallel the reg- 
ular scales for live commercial 
broadcasts. While this would pre- 
sumably raise the cost of transcrip- 
tion production tin the case of larger 
groups of singers the increase might 
be as much as 300%), certain net- 
work and transcription officials have 
privately indicated their belief that | 
the business could absorb the boost. 
However, application of the code 
would be expected to place a severe 
strain on the minor transcription 
companies, some of whom might rot 
be able to operate at all under the 
increased costs. 


KIRO’s Summer Forum 


Seattle, May 28. 
Ben Tipp, local jeweler, who has 


eo 



































' one full number, he shall be paid at soloist rate. 


‘sion will hold the second of 
| planned series of regional meetings 
|May 30-June 1 


MINIMUM FEES FOR CLASS B TRANSCRIPTIONS 


———— 





Actors and Annowiacers 
1. Length of Program: 


Fee 
S eatin OF THUR iv dee «0085s dees cvcccceee $2.00 
Over 1 minute and up to 2 minutes......... 3.00 
Over 2 minutes and up to 5 minutes........ 5.00 
TS WINES. 545000 0000s ene pig ieata gtaanacets ecssee 10:60 
16 to. 30 mintstes...:c.ccnsssoces Keeeheeeeenees — a 
Ey 8 ere re a ee » +740 


If program runs over 60 minutes, excess shall be computed in units of 
15 minutes or part thereof and be paid for at rate of 15-minute programs, 

2. Rehearsal: $3 an hour, one hour of rehearsal required on each record; 
thereafter rehearsal shall be paid at rate of 75 cents for each 15 minutes or 
part thereof. Individual compensation shall be on basis of time set forth in 
call, and number of programs contracted for, and additional rehearsal time 
may be requested, and if agreed to, paid for at regular rehearsal rate. 

3. Auditions: Every transcribed audition or audition for transcriptions, 


i whether commercial, sustaining, library service or of any other kind, shal] 


be paid for at not less than one-half the applicable program plus the full 
rehearsal fee, with one hour of rehearsal required for each record of 15 
minutes or mrore. 

4. Sound Effects Men: AFRA reserves the right to establish rules and 
resulations governing minimum compensation and minimum working con- 
ditions for sound effects men engaged for transcriptions, slide films, 
phonograph records or any other mechanical devices covered by this colle. 
AFRA agrees to afford signatories 30 days notice of the establishment of 


' such rules and regulations. : 


Library Service for Singers 
For transcriptions of 15 minutes or less: 
9 or more voices........ oa reecees 
B-to § voices, Inclusive. ...sveseece 
2 to 4 voices, inclusive..........2. 40 per person 
Soloists 50 per person 
If a soloist is a member of a quartet and steps forward as a ‘soloist’ for 
Rehearsal rates to be 
same as for programs of 15 minutes or less for Class A transcriptions. 
Library service recordings shall in no case be used for any purpose after 
six months from date of recording and in no event’as part of commercial 
broadeasts. Recordings may be licensed for a further period of six months 
by payment of additional fee to artists equal to original fee, 


_sses texas weETG "BOT ES’ RADIO 
IN ENGLAND 


Gather—University as Host 


$20 per person 
32 per person 











NBC's public service program divi- | 
its | 


in Austin in co- 
operation with the University of od 
Texas. About 250 teachers and edu- 
cators will be present for a gather- 
ing of their own and about 75 broad- 
casters will meet both separately 
and with them. 

Dr. James Rowland Angell, Frank- 
lin Dunham, Walter Preston and 
W. S. Roberts will be the delegation 
from the home office of the network. 
The Texans arranging the affair are 
A. L. Chapman, Howard Pumpkin 
and Arthur L. Brandon. ‘ 


London, May 14, 
Propaganda got added and novel 
coverage from last week on with 
BBC alloting two eight-minute pe- 
riods each week for the sponsorship 
by the Polish Government of pro- 
grams arranged by Radio Polski, 
designated as the ‘legal’ radio or- 
ganization of that country. Airing is 


via the 9:30 (G.M.T.) builetin every 
Wednesday and Saturday on BBC 
shortwave transmission, 























in. yy ———£_ | Bewey Weng, WSAI, Cincinnati,| Move is seen as the right kind of 
= | “inn aaa,.......... 85 | general manager, was elected Thurs- | way to get the right kind of views 
| Medicine in the News’ - *# day (23) te the Cimcinnati Advertis- | both into captured Poland and to 
Ce eee eetes &3 lz Club’. boa d a . . : 
Tel Malone's Poetry see esesecreeseeres - SR | ing s r 8 directors. her native sons outside. 
Chicago Reund Pable..........ccccecee K2 | > —* 
National Vempeets. .-. 1. cccccccuccccececce RO a 
‘Music for Young Listeners’..........-. G2 |} 
Wi ME 0:0 eda ng Se se ends seeeewonees 6 | 
a ee eer er rrr rer te 2 my @ 
- ‘Message of Isrmel’..........csccsccvese 2 | 
‘How Do You Know?’ ......ceceee coo C2) 
Cqenat SesrcitugeEr.. ...ccccvececcorccvces 61 | | € O € 
‘The World Is Yours’....<........c.c06 BY +] 
oe re en 8 | 
RD Mii ons. 0s tee 6000560 beveswed Be | | 
i EE QE ono-s0:s0n<000652500 ~~ £2 
| ‘Art Tor Art’s Sake’......ccce ° Mm 
| <Stery for All of Us’......... ae) YOUR NI ARE ST 
4 :; radio ek yl een om. ae 
The best-known couple in daytime ! ‘Bright Iden Club’............ ........ 28 
| ‘June Hynd's Guest Book..........¢.-s 14 


“Betty and Bob! "resto 


NOW AVAILABLE IN NEW RECORDED SERIES 


This new recorded ‘Betty and 
Bob”’ series follows the same pro- 
gram style that made the network 
series such a smashing success for 
General Mills—with a// new plot 
sequences. It is a five-a-week, 15- 
minute show. .. features an all-star 
cast of name talent. ..is authored 
and directed by the same writer 
and same producer who ‘brought 
the network show to the highest 
rating in eight years on the air. 


Highlights are: Specially ar-_ 


ranged orchestral theme music— 
Several types of opening and clos- 
ing theme and announcements on 
separate record — Maximum time 
allowance for commercials— 
Comprehensive merchandising 






National Broapcks1inc Company 
4 Radto Corporation of America Service 


RCA Bldg., Radio City, N. Y. ¢ Merchandise Mart, Chicago « Sunset and Vine, Hollywood 


Even a casual comparison with the | 
| hook-ups for last season illustrate 
| the new attitude of the affiliated sta- 
|tion. The 62-station web for Prof. 
|Harold Lasswell’s discussions of 
‘Human Nature in _ Action’ “is 
not only _ significant in _ itself, , 
but doubly so in view of his jump 
from an original hook-up of only 12 
stations. Cesar Searchinger of the ' 
American Historical Association 
(who follows’  Lasswell Friday 
nights) has similarily spurted from 

12 to 61 stations. 


| 


| While Walter Damrosch’s Music 

Appreciation hour has been more or 
less of a must for years, the promi- 
;nence of a Toledo Museum program, 
‘Music for Young Listeners’ (72 sta- 
tions) is also symptomatic. 


There is another sustainer lesson 
of the 1939-40 season. First, active | 
organizations can accomplish small | 
miracles in persuading stations to 
take programs! A good example of 
this is the Office of Education's suc- 

, , eee ‘cess in getting its ‘Gallant American | 
Here see for Spot use | women’ series on 85 stations. Sec- | 
by regional advertisers in every sec= ond, the present network rule per- | 
tion of the country. W rite for pres-¢ Mitting delayed transcriptions (with- 

oe Bee ee . 'in 24 hours) allows the local station 
entation, availability and prices. ‘i cee Mees tek aomtenion | 
'and helps a lot. Organizations that | 
really get behind and do their part 
|have also been quick to discover 
that for around $200 (cost of discs) 
they can sometimes add another 30 | 
| stations on a spot placement basis to 
the list of ‘stations on the network | 
hook-up. (Hawaii takes a consider- | 
able number of NBC and CBS pub- | 
lic interest programs through the | 
transcription method.) 





plan. Every detail has been care- 
fully planned to give the program 
all the flavor and character of a 
“‘live’’ show, including the finest 
recording—NBC OrTHACotsTIC. 
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_ May 29, 1940 


ONE RECORD AFTER ANOTHER! 


































4 Singing Star of "Tune-Up Time" . . . Since his addition to this magnificent 
musical program the accepted and authoritative popular radio survey 
shows a threefold rise in ene audience ... A new all-time record for 
a class musical radio show .. . Program sondindes June 24. 


Currently appearing at the NEW YORK PARAMOUNT for the 
, THIRD SUCCESSIVE engagement within one year . . . and for the 
. third successive time a sensation. .. acknowledged by Bob Weitman, 
Managing Director of the theatre, as the greatest single boxoffice 
attraction in America and already booked for next season.... 


Signed by Art Childers for the ROYAL PALM CASINO, 
MIAMI, for a week-end engagement and remained for the entire 
season, breaking every existing record . . . Nick and Arnold 
immediately brought him to the VERSAILLES, NEW YORK, for 
a two-week engagement, where he broke every record ever 
established there . . . Just signed for a return engagement at 
this smart supper club for one entire month (first time an at- 

| traction has been signed for this length of time) .-.. Opens 
= June 9, 1940. 


Jack Kapp renewed contract for DECCA RECORDS 
. « - Although only recording for one year, his platter 
sales have hit the 100,000 mark again and again with 

such hits as "BLUE WORLD”, “INDIAN SUMMER", 
| "SOUTH OF THE BORDER", “BEGIN THE BEGUINE", 
"CARELESS" , .. tin pan alley's Number One song 
salesman. 






Just placed under long term contract by 
Louis B. Mayer for METRO-GOLDWYN- 


siictahhans Pictures. 





Under Personal Contract to 


NAT C. GOLDSTONE 


9121 SUNSET BLVD. 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
OXFORD 1131 
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TELEVISION RULES REVISED ASFCC 


ISSUES REPORT, CONDEMNS RCA ‘HASTE 





. ‘ ; ° - » 
FCC Concern Is With Guarantees for Equality of ''s unfettered technical develop 


Competition—Some Suspicion of Film Industry 


| justified chiefly by reference to the 
‘reports of the Television Committee 


Is Also Apparent 





Washington, May 28. 
Revision of the television rules, 
dropping the intermediate stage 
of ‘limited commercialization’ and 
promising full opportunity to begin 
charging for visual program time as 
soon as the engineers have agreed 


what system should be used, was'| 


voted Monday (27) by the FCC. Re- 
port took numerous raps at Radio 
Corporation of America, with the 
regulators announcing the future 
policy will contain several innova- 
tions designed to forestall any 
monopoly. 

As expected, the Commish said 
the wide disagreement within the 
industry over basic principles makes 
it undesirable to standardize on a 
method of operation at this stage. 
Consequently, the licenses will con- 
tinue indefinitely to be of an ex- 
perimental character—this forbid- 
ding any money-making—and addi- 
tional plants will be authorized to 
accentuate research and develop- 
ment. j 

Probably the most important fea- 
ture of the latest order was the em- 
phasis placed upon competition. Be- 


the number of outlets which any li- 
icensee may have—thus knocking on 
| the head the NBC idea of imme- 
diately setting up a relay system 
—and will adopt special regulations 
governing chain transmission, There 
will be no ‘squatters’ on the video 
frequencies the still-irate FCC as- 
serted. 


sion’s suspension of its former rule 


commercialization, chiefly at RCA’s 
expense. Rest of the industry ob-! 





‘implied promises ‘to go ahead with 


viously doesn’t share the RCA-NBC, 
enthusiasm about television having | 
arrived, the regulators declared, re- 
buking RCA for not carrying out 


general research. The order noted 
that after the January hearing RCA 
decided to confine its experimenta- 
tion to the possible improvements of 
its own technique, without continu- 
ing to exploit alternative ideas. 
While the RCA advertising cam- 
paign was the reason for the reopen- 
ing, the Commish asserted again it 
was not trying to regulate trade 
practices but instead, was merely 
endeavoring to carry out its statu- 





sides granting tickets for more sta- 
tions, the Commish said it will limit 


dics Variety: 


You're wrong 
but right on 


“Record Reviews”, March 13th Variety. 


ARDON our quibbling, but the name is 

Plehal. Their music, however, is terrific 
and definitely different. Tom and Ed Plehal 
have been WCCO artists for three years. 
Right now, in addition to working their 
recording contract and making personal 
appearances, they are featured on three WCCO 
all sponsored by successful 


programs, 
advertisers. 


The Plehals are 





tory obligation of seeing that there 


On the name 
the facts 


The report justified the Commis- | 


| Association) system. Apparently in 
and somersault on the matter of) 





ment.’ 
The conservatism about green-, 
lighting commercial operation was, 


'and the philosophy expressed in the 


February order. Past warnings that | 
there are many angles still to be 
explored before the handcuffs are! 


‘removed were repeated with added | 
| emphasis. 


Some encouragement was given 
Allan B. DuMont, although the Com- | 
mish declined to accept his proposed 
‘flexible standards’ just as it frowned 
on the RCA—(Radio Manufacturers’ 


the latter connection the regulators 
kept their fingers crossed because 
of whispered and open accusations 
the motion picture industry wants 
to put a broomstick between tele- 
vision’s legs. 

Broken faith was charged against 
RCA. Quoting the testimony given 
in January, Commish said it felt as- 
sured there would be no attempt to 
freeze standards but that the atti- 
tude and actions, notably statements 
by David Sarnoff, reflected a ‘per- 
sistent determination of RCA to 
move forward commercially. ..as in- 
dependent of industry opinion and 
of the Commission’s attitude on 
standards and commercialization.’ 
Conclusions were -based on letter 
RCA delivered to the RMA Televi- 
sion Standards Subcommittee Feb. 29 
—day the ‘limited commercialization’ 
rule was promulgated—announcing 
plan to proceed on the basis of the 
RCA system and the idea that pro- 
ponents of changes in the standards 
would ‘bear the burden of proof’ that 
improvement could be obtained. Sar- 
noff’s opposition to Philco’s move to 
re-open the standards also was cited, 
including his threat to resign if such 
a course were followed. Further- 
more, the Commish pointed to Sar- 
noff’s comment that ‘we live on ob- 
solescences...I think it is rather 
silly to argue about obsolete appa- 
ratus under those circumstances.’ 

The failure to emphasize that the 
art still is undergoing development 
and that only limited service is avail- 
drew more frowns. Referring to 
the ‘forceful’ promotion and sales 
drive, the report said: 

*Yet, on March 20, 1940, pursuant 
to RCA’s earlier announced inten- 
tions to the industry, an intensive 
promotional campaign was launched 
by the Company, the effect of which, 
if continued and successful, would 
in the opinion of the Commission tend 
toward the freezing of television 
broadcasting standards to the single 
system. Although regular program 
service by RCA’s broadcasting sub- 
sidiary, NBC, was promoted and em- 
phasized in extensive and varied 
pubic announcements, no mention 
was made of the experimental char- 
acter of television broadcasting op- 
eration, or of the fact that only the 
NBC station was on the air in New 
York City, that such station operated 
a program service irregularly for 
two or three hours per day but not 
on all days of the week, or that fu- 
ture stations employing alternative 
systems of transmission might not be 
received by the sets offered for sale.’ | 

Cities likely to get added facilities | 
—not including New York, appar- | 
ently—are San Francisco, Los An- | 

| 














geles, Chicago, Washington, Albany, 
Cincinnati, Boston, and others. In- | 
vitation was given for responsible | 
applicants to file the papers, with re- | 
minder that each must do ‘a sub- | 





just two of many WCCO 


artists who are outstanding in their fields 
of entertainment. They are just one of many 
features on WCCO programs, all of which are 
different and tailored for special appeal 





to the people of the Twin Cities and the 





Northwest. 





That's the way WCCO programming has been 
handled for sixteen years. And that's why 
WCCO is in the unique position of having 
had the bulk of the Twin City-Northwest 
audience during all that time. 


WC C 0 50,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS THE MOST 


MINNEAPOLIS -ST. PAUL 


Owned and operated by “he Columbia Broadcasting 


System. Represented 
Chicago - Detroit - 
Carolina »* 


St. Louis - 
Los Angeles ° 


by Radio Sales: New York 
Charlotte, North 


San Francisco 


stantial job of research’ and that | 


| since radio is part of the public do- | 
| main ‘there is no room for squatters | 
| and there can be no pre-emption in | 
| this field.’ 





G. E. Lamps Blurbing | 


General Electric's lamp division is | 
placing a concentrated spot an-| 
nouncement campaign on 54 stations | 
through B.B.D. & O. | 

Schedule calls for 13 blurbs, all to | 
be run off during the week of June 3. | 


Jack Kofoed Sponsored 


Miami, May 28. 
Jack Kofoed, Miami Daily News 
scribe, is newly bankrolled by Pabst | 
Blue Ribbon beer, for a thrice | 
weekly chatter series over WIOD,) 
incorporating his local column ‘The | 
Miami Story.’ 
Kofoed is a former New York | 














| Sports columnist, and has been on 
| WHN and WOR in Manhattan. j 


‘McCarthy, NBC _horsecaster, 


SARATOGA SETUP 


Possible Gillette or Atlantie May 
Sponsor—Field on Track Mike 








Saratoga Springs, N. Y., May 28. 

Bryan Field, turf editor of New 
York Times and broadcaster of races 
at New York State tracks for five 


‘years, first over WOR-Mutual and 
' then via CBS, will not mike from 


Saratoga during the August meeting. 
Instead he will man public address 
system daily for each event. Clem 
will 
describe the big stakes. He has not 
been heard from Spa in the past. 
Gillette may buy some of feature 


‘races for NBC blue outletting. Also 


Atlantic Refining may angel. 
Remodeling of historic Saratoga 


/course for pari-mutuel setup—with 


278 windows—is moving at a rapid 
pace. Scheduled for completion first 


| week in July. 





Group Spokesman Banned 
Commercially by KIRO, 
But Gets Donated Time 


Seattle, May 28. 

Howard G. Costigan, executive 
secretary of the Washington Com- 
monwealth Federation, who has 
been sponsored by a local credit den- 
tist as commentator on political and 
economic subjects in 15 minute daily 
periods, has been barred from KIRO 
(CBS) in adherence to the code of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters because of his discussion of 
controversial issues. H. J. Quilliam, 
boss of the outlet, said that outfit 
represented by Costigan will be 
treated in the future like other po- 
litical and religious organizations 
to which time is given without 
charge when they have a program of 
public interest, or one that gives 
their side of a current controversy. 

In absence of Costigan, Terry Pet- 
tus, editor of the Federation’s week- 
ly paper, said he was authorized to 
state: ‘We feel that the program was 
removed from the air as a result of 
a somewhat belated application of 
the broadcasters’ code adopted near- 
ly a year ago. There are several net- 
work programs that appear to us, 
to deal with controversial or politi- 
cal matters, but each station deter- 
mines the application. 

Pettus said that Costigan is ar- 
ranging a new program that will 
comply with the code. Five local 
stations belong to NAB. Quilliam 
closed the controversy with the 
statement ‘we have arranged to do- 
nate the Federation 15 minutes of 
free time every Tuesday.’ 











COL. McCORMICK 
BEHIND WGN’S 
- SPURT 


Chicago, May 28. 

Fostered by the ‘World's Greatest 
Newspaper,’ the Chicago Tribune's 
WGN has embarked upon a cam- 
paign to make itself the ‘world’s 
greatest station’. Given the go-sign 
by Col. R. R. McCormick himself, 
WGN is now in the midst of an ex. 
ploitation campaign, and is spending 
lavishly to obtain big air shows, 


WGN brought in Bill Bacher to 
produce three 60-minute operettas 
for the ‘Chicago Theatre of the Air’ 
and imported such names as Marion 
Claire, James Melton, Jan Peerce, 
Igor Gorin and Michael Bartlett to 
sing the top parts in ‘Bittersweet,’ 
‘Student Prince’ and ‘Blossom Time’, 
Now the Chicago Theatre of the Air 
is readying to present a series of 
musical comedies. The operettas had 
been under the musical direction of 
Henry Weber, WGN musical chief 
and artistic director of the Chicago 
City Opera; the musical comedies 
will be batoned by Harold Stokes, 
light music conductor for WGN. 


On its ‘Fifth Row Center’ program, 
a half-hour weekly drama_ show, 
WGN has had practically every top 
name that played in Chicago during 
the season, and imported others. 
Plans are now under way to con- 
tinue ‘Fifth Row Center’ through the 
summer though the loop theatres 
will be dark and therefore not in a 
position to afford a steady supply of 
fresh names. For the summer series 
WGN has already signatured Elissa 
Landi and is now negotiating for a 
male lead. Has been negotiating for 
Burgess Meredith, Walter Huston, 
Philip Merivale among others. 


Regular ‘Symphonie Hour’ has 
been refurbished and _ brightened 
with Bill Bacher sitting in to bring 
out highlights. Col. McCormick him- 
self appeared on one of these broad- 
casts, playing the part of himself by 
repeating part of a speech he made 
several years ago at the dedication 
of the War Memorial in Cantigny. 
John T. McCutcheon, famous Trib- 
une cartoonist, came to the WGN 
mike during one of the ‘Symphonie 
Hour’ programs for a short personal 
talk tagged ‘Sounds and Smells’. 











weekly performance. 


“Put It Up To WGAR!" 








We didn’t stop with turning out the 


“SCRIPT OF THE MONTH!" 


“MOST OUTSTANDING SCRIPT of the Month” (April) 
was the honor rating bestowed by Vincent Edwards & Com- 
pany on a new program produced by WGAR. Titled ‘‘Gas- 
lights and Bustles,”’ the script was designed to recreate the 
gay atmosphere of the music halls of the nineties. 


NO STOPPING PLACE, however, was the mere script. 
Planning and producing the program in co-operation with 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn for its client, The 
Leisy Brewing Company, WGAR furnished all dramatic 
and musical talent... set up merchandising activities... 
engineered systematic checking of dealers and listeners 
--. built a show so popular that it continues to draw 
studio audiences of more than a thousand at every 


“PUT IT UP TO WGAR” has become the answer for ad- 
vertisers and agencies who want live talent local shows in 
the Northern Ohio territory. WGAR carries twice as much 
national spot program business using live talent as any 
other Cleveland station ... its total of this type of busi- 
ness amounting to more than the combined hourage of 
all other three Cleveland stations on the same type of pro- 
grams (according to survey, week of February 25,: 1940). 


COMING INTO CLEVELAND? Your agency, representa- 
tive or branch office will find a capable and helpful partner 
in Cleveland's Friendly Station. Or, if you have no com- 
pany representative here, you'll find it pays to directly 


WGAR 


THE FRIENDLY STATION ¢ CLEVELAND 


Basic Station—Columbia Broadcasting System 
John F. Patt, Vice President & General Manager 
Edward Petry & Co., Inc., National Sales Representatives 


























Wednesday, May 29, 1940 


VARIETY 





—_— 


. PEFPHOHHPP IPSS PESTS OTH OF 


Payroll Traffic 


town, O.—Cowboy Jack 
ani his. Canyon Riders, hillbilly 
group on WKBN, Youngstown, O. 
Group recently with WSPD, Toledo, 
and WADC, Akron. 





Birmingham.—Joe Ford, vet an- 
cer at WSGN, has resigned 


un 
ann the local station to hunt 
greener fields. Two new announcers 
employed are Thomas _ Severing, 


rmerly with NBC, and William H. 
aoe, ex-spieler at WGNY, New- 


burgh, N. Y. 





New York City—Changes in the 
personnel of WOR brings Arthur 
Whiteside, manager of the outlet’s 
Newark, N. J., studios to the N. Y. 
offices as assistant production man- 
ager. He'll replace Frank Knight, 
who goes back to announcing at his 
own request. 

Tom Statler, another announcer, 
succeeds Whiteside at Newark, and 
George Hogan comes in as a new 
spieler. 





Dayton, O.—Hal Mulligan has be- 
come an announcer at WING, Day- 
ton, O., succeeding Kirby Brooks, 
who resigned to accept a job with 
an orchestra. 

Josephine Fisher has joined WING, 
Dayton, O., in the traffic department. 





Fort Wayne, Ind.—Robert Hewitt 
new spieler at WOWO-WGL. For- 
merly with WSAL, Rochester. 

Evelyn Magley has joined conti- 
nuity staff at WOWO-WGL. 





Des Moines—Paul Elliot has been 
added to the sales staff of KSO- 
KRNT, Des Moines. He replaces 
Leo Fitzgibbons who has been named 
commercial manager of WOC, Dav- 
enport, Iowa. 





Regina, Sask.—Bill Walker is the 
latest addition to the CJRM, Regina, 
announcing staff. 





Lincoln—Chuck Miller, who came 
the route from junior announcer, 
Was named program director this 
week of KFAB (10,000 watts) and 


eral manager Don Searle. 





EE 








| 


b | 


* 
44444444. 
KFOR (250 watts), both in Lincoln. 


programming assignment, 
continuity chief. 

Gretchen Lee, long timer in con- 
tinuity, is out. All moves by gen- 





Cleveland.—Bill Forman, formerly , 
at WHBC, Canton, has joined the 
WGAR staff of announcers. 





New York—Howard L. Schreiber | 


work production staff to Radio Sales, | 
Inc., as sales service manager. } 





Akron—Jerry McKierman of WJW 
to Detroit to join selling staff at 
WMBC, now being managed by, 
mae Melrose, his former WJW | 
OSS. 





Wichita—Lester Weatherwax, for- 
mer insurance salesman here, has | 
joined sales staff of KFBI. | 





Robert S. Slighton, telegraph edi- 
tor of the Wichita Evening Eagle 
for past four years, is now news 
editor for radio station KSD, St. 
Louis, 





Canton, O0.—Carol Trees from con- 
tinuity to commercial at WHBC. Her 
place taken by Barbara Bivenour. 

Bill Forman, announcer, to WGAR, | 
Cleveland, 








Harry Dennis, engineering, to! 
WMAN at Mansfield. 
East St. Louis—New faces at. 


WTMV include Don Tolliver, gabber; 
Randall Decker, continuity writer, 
and Gene Hogan and Mary McKeen, 
news reporters. 





Philadelphia—Larry Thomas has | 
been added as announcer at WDAS. | 


| 
} 





Big Springs, Tex.—Hardy C. Har- 
vey, formerly with the KFJZ, Fort 
Worth sales department, is the new 
manager of KBST, Big Springs, 
Texas. Station is outlet for Texas 
State web and Mutual. 





‘actually buying the product 
Jiggs Miller, formerly on KFAB’s; Wholesale lots and reselling the, 
becomes | Product at cutrate with the wrapper | 
/or boxtops missing. This, they point 
‘out, could be done with much profit.) ° 
The Eggleston list, for instance, of- | middle of a feud between town’s 
‘fers any dental cream carton for 7c.; two leading dailies, morning Post- 
Small tubes of some of the latter 
brands 
wholesale price is 8c. 
|can get 7c for the carton alone it 
| should be able to do as well with a/|‘local advertising lineage, claiming a 
|tube of the product, so that it can) 


has been shifted from the CBS net-| Come Out of the deal with a profit 


easy to imagine refuse collectors, if 
not 
| selves, lending themselves to the col- 
| lection or saving end of this service 
for the compensation that these new 
enterprises provide. 





Boxtops For Sale 
Continued from page 27 


are getting their boxtops,  etc., 
through the scavenger process or by 














while the 
If Eggleston 


retail at 10c, 


f 6c. 
As for the scavenger angle it is 


smalltown consumers’ them- 


Recently Procter & Gamble, the 
No. 1 contest holder of American 
business, figured that in the past five 
years gave prizes to 42,000 persons. 
persons. ° 





Revise Radio Awards 
rhiladelphia, May 28. 

WFIL’s ‘Radio Awards’ (in which 
free Farnsworth sets were given 
away via random phone calls) which 
was stopped by order of the Federal 
Communications Commission _ six 
weeks ago on ‘lottery’ charges is 
being revived in a modified fashion. 
Instead of using telephone calls, 
listeners are asked to send in an- 
swers to three questions concerning 
programs on the station plus a letter 
telling which they liked best. Five 

sets are given away each day. 





Boxtop Counts As Vote 


San Antonio, May 28. 

A new half-hour Spanish amateur 
hour is being presented each Mon- 
day evening through KONO here. 
Program contents is entirely done in 
Spanish. 

Program is aired for H. & H. 
Coffee Co. which ties in its product 
by inviting listeners to vote for fa- 





2 Newspapers Quibble and WWSW 


in | 
in | 


Loses Its Daily Program Listing 





Pittsburgh, May 28. 
Station WWSW is right in the 


Gazette (Paul Block) and afternoon 
Press (Scripps-Howard). Started 
month ago with Press’ release of 


loss for Post-Gazette in 1939, a 
charge which a.m. sheet promptly 
refuted, presenting facts to allege 
the p.m.’er was hitting low. 

Prior to P-G’s statement, Press had 


reduced size of program listings to 
tiny agate for WWSW, which is con- 
trolled by Post-Gazette, and station 
manager Frank Smith protested to 
Press Editor Ed Leech, pointing out 
WWSW’s cooperation in Press-spon- 
sored Milk Fund broadcasts and its 
reputation as a testing ground for 
local talent, a cause which Press 
radio editor Si Steinhauser has long 
espoused. 


Leech told Smith he had ‘a lot 
of crust’ in the light of the Post- 
Gazette communique charging Press 
with ‘foul play,’ said WWSW’s small 
coverage and lack of network af- 
filiation did not justify its listing in 
any form and immediately dropped 
even the agate and eliminated all 
mention of the station from his 
newspaper’s columns. 


Smith then prepared an announce- 
ment which he has had broadcast 
over WWSW at regular intervals. It 
reads as follows: ‘Your attention, 
please. You will find news and list- 
ings of this station’s programs only 
in your morning newspaper, the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and your 
afternoon paper, the Pittsburgh Sun- 
Telegraph. These are the only two 
daily newspapers which show no un- 
fair discrimination against this sta- 
tion, its programs and its artists.’ 

Post-Gazette-Press battle now rag- 
ing on other fronts as well. Press 
came out with page one box last 








vorites, one vote per boxtop. 








week claiming that all the day’s war 
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news appeared in its last edition; 
Post-Gazette countered with similar- 
ly-placed box claiming that zero 
hour in Europe was 11 p.m. in Pitts- 
burgh, time when entire P-G staff 
was at work on last few editions. In 
meantime, Smith told the Press gang 
off the record that ‘I’ve just begun 
to fight’. 

In presenting importance of sta- 
tion’s rating to Leech, one of Smith’s 
chief arguments was the fact that 
WWSW this year had won VariEtTy’s 
plaque for sports showmanship. 


F-M LICENSE 
REALLOCATION 


Washington, May 28. 
House-cleaning of present fre- 
quencies and reallocation under the 
new frequency modulation system 


was ordered last week by the FCC 
in a cancellation and recall of ap- 
proximately 150 licenses. 

Instructing the secretary of the 
Commish to notify licensees of its 
action, the Government body an- 
nounced that tickets of certain ex- 
isting transmitters will be called in 
‘in accordance with the conditions 
contained in said licenses providing 
for cancellation thereof without no- 
tice or hearing,’ and that pending 
applications would be disposed of 
by Jan. 1 next year. New applica- 
tions must wait from 4 to 6 weeks, 
it was said, until new forms can be 
readied by the Commish. 

As of Wednesday (22) 30 days 
was given for filing of formal op- 
position notices by commercial 
broadcast stations, after which trans- 
mitters ‘shall be deemed, to have 
consented to the change in such 
frequencies as provided in this 
order.’ 
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Follow-Up 


Comment 





Fred Waring tossed off one of his 
college song programs last Friday 
night (24), including a piece writ- 
ten specially for Arizona State 
Teachers college. Composition was 
hardly a masterpiece, but as judged 
on a single hearing it stacked up as 
at least average for a college march- 
ing song. Whole collegiate idea 
seems a natural, particularly for the 
Waring outfit. 





Robert Kintner and .oseph Alsop, 
authors of syndicated column, ‘The 
Capitol Parade,’ and of the fast- 
selling ‘American White Paper,’ gave 
the Washington lowdown on the na- 
tional defense problem, in a guester 
from D. C. on ‘We, the People.’ Ma- 
terial was better than delivery. 
Newspapermen were obviously read- 
ing, and their ‘pickups’ were stilted. 
Kintner’s voice sounded rather flat 
and inflexible. Alsop’s had a little 
more color, his accent being on 
cultured side. Revealed some in- 
teresting angles. 





being the other man. 


ture in football terms, 


making few, if any, fumbles. 


Miles, an ex-gun-totin’ sheriff, and 
an Indian chorus as guests. It was 
bright entertainment, with incidental 
goodwill value for Royal Crown Cola 
in that region, although the produc- 
tion was rough. Believe-it-or-not 
yarn about General Lew Wallace 
was needlessly elaborate as to pro- 
duction, and it had a couple of dead 
spots, with one bad pickup. Both 
Ripley and the guy became tongue- 
tangled on occasion. The wild west 
sheriff was a succulent touch, how- 
ever, and Lina Lee’s vocalizing of ‘Te 
Quiero Dijeste’ was a solid click as 
usual. 





‘Beat the Band,’ with Ted Weems’ 
orchestra Sunday nights over NBC 





Alma Kitchell ‘published’ her | 
‘Streamlined Journal’ over NBC blue | 
(WJZ) last Tuesday (21) from a) 
United Airlines plane flying over 
New York City. And although it 
was technically imperfect, it pro- 
vided a definitely clickish session for 
the femme audience sought. Noise of 
the plane motors was much too loud 
in the early part of the program, but 
that was corrected after a time and 
thereafter added realistically vivid 
scene-setting. Mrs. Kitchell sang one 
song, with Irving Miller’s house or- 
chestra accompaniment cut in from 
the studio. Guests on the nlane in- 
cluded Mary Lewis, stylist and 
fashion director of the N. Y. World’s 
Fair; Mrs. Jessie Wiley Voils, in a 
gushy sightseeing spiel; Ellen Church, 
supervisor of nurses at the Mil- 
waukee County hospital and the 
original air stewardess (she was 
flown to New York for the broad- 
cast), and Miss Gadabout (Amelia 
Umnitz), NBC’s roving femme re- 
porter, who remoted breathlessly a 
Gee-Whiz-Girls bit from Pittsburgh 
about the local preem of ‘Lillian 
Russell.” Broadcast crammed con- 
siderable meat into the 30 minutes. 


Theodore Krause is another NBC 
miker recently broadcasting from 





red (WEAF), continues to be one of 
the better examples of the quiz for- 
mula. It’s bright, lively and easy to 
follow, but would be further im- 
proved if some way were figured out 
to establish the identities and per- 
sonalities of the Weems band mem- 
bers. Kix commercials are some- 
what super-salesmanish. 





Mrs. Janice Murrow broadcast, on 
a CBS transatlantic from London, a 
picture of food situation in England. 
Mentioned that bombing in Nether- 
lands had disclosed one thing which 
surprised Allied authorities: it tended 
to ‘dry up’ cows, making them un- 
productive. 





Ford Summer Show has smoothed 
the technical flaws evident in its 
debut stanza, but there are still large 
blank spaces between musical num- 
bers. As caught Sunday night (26) 
in its second edition, the program 
apparently would be improved by 
continuous, soft orchestral back- 
grounding during the between-songs 
spiels and in some instances a mu- 
sical sweep would bridge the num- 
bers more impressively. Ingredients 
remain clickish, with Jessica Drag- 
onette, James Newill, Leith Stevens 
and the orchestra and chorus, and 





Berlin, William C. Kerker usually 


Budd Hulick and Linton Welles all 
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Directed by J. DONALD WILSON 





On one shot, 
Krause described the military pic-|yoice of Josephine Antoine and a 


tabbing | student oboeist, Joseph Ritzo, from 
Adolph Hitler as ‘quarterback’ and 


Bob Ripley originated his show 
from Santa Fe last week (24), with | piendable was the local Pittsburgh 
Governor of New Mexico John E. 









Continuity... Buckleigh Oxford 
Dramatic Salute...True Boardman 
Historic Research. .Virginia Barber 
Original Score...Edward Kay 


. 
Production Under Supervision of 


HARRY DAVID FIELDS ’ 





’ gighted, registered and fully pacteoms ok 








satisfying. It’s still just a matter of 
polishing. Commercials again force- 
fully compressed. 





Raymond Paige’s orchestra of 110 
men (Westinghouse) was nicely sup- 
|ported last week by the operatic 


the New Elgland Conservatory of 
Music. These elements blended 
logically and well with the orches- 
base of the half-hour. Less 





| tral 


chorus, which has yet to display a 
satisfactory raison d'etre in big time 
radio terms. Oddly not himself, too, 
lis Deems Taylor, who on some ses- 
‘sions is assigned the incredible (for 
| Taylor) task of reading poetry and | 
'on this hearing had a plea for the 
Red Cross. Westinghouse, or the | 
producer, seems to be cramping 
Taylor’s style—but bad. Paige’s or- 
chestrations and novel musical ef- 
fects remain arresting and show- 
manly. The spoken script needs 
only to be as lively and as pro- 
fessionally sure as the music and this 
program will be in the clear. 








NBC’s Town Hall (sensing a pos- 
sible loss of its peak popularity) has 
resorted on several occasions this 
season to various expedients to vary 
the straightaway production pattern 
of the program. The stunt used last 
Thursday (23) fairly screamed of 
‘frame-un.” Before the meeting 
started two speakers, syllable-perfect 
and assured, popped up with ques- 
tions. Although wholly out of 
order, and_ transparently plants, 
George Denny recognized them. It 
was a moment that must have sug- 
gested to many listeners that Denny 
probably had dinner with them be- 
fore the meeting. It would seem 
probable that any adventure in 
showmanship that conveys, or might 
convey, a suspicion that a serious 
forum is pre-arranged rather than 
spontaneous is likely to destroy au- 
dience confidence and plant fatal 
seeds of doubt. On the other hand, 
purely as a radio trick, Denny’s idea 
of using provocative questions flung 
at the meeting and the speakers be- 
fore either starts is okay—the bad 
stage management is in trying to 
kid intelligent listeners that anything 
so dramatic is a bona fide audience 
question. Let the prolog be properly 
identified as a prolog. 





Peggy Woods’ Quilting Bee, over 
NBC blue, brought an absorbing dis- 
cussion by three femme guests of 
‘Youth in Crime,’ with special at- 
tention to juvenile delinquency and 
child training. Making this program 
a bit difficult to follow is fact the 
women not only speak rapidly but 
frequently do not address one an- 
other by name. With voice differ- 
entation not too marked (although 
Miss Woods’ can be spotted easily), 
it’s sometimes hard to know who is 
talking. Toward the end, names 
were prefixed more regularly, on last 
week’s shot. Lydia Banning, Lady 
Armstrong, and Sally Louise Jean, 
president, were guests. Juvenile 
problem will be further explored on 
future Bees. 





Jack Mulcahy, 20th Century-Fox 
p.a., was a ‘Question of the Week’ 
participant on Fred Allen’s program, 
for second time in recent months. | 
First time was when in New York 
to publicize personal appearance of 
Louella Parsons’ crew. Last week 
it was to ballyhoo ‘Lillian Russell.’ | 
Allen, referring to fact Mulcahy beat 
drum for comedian’s previous pic- 
ture, cracked that he managed to 
get Allen in obituary column of a 
Pasadena paper, thus letting many 
people know ‘I had died, artistically.’ 





Maybe because it’s the Sabbath, 
but the bands all through the day 
sound better over the air. Due. of 
course, so far as abstract audible 
values are concerned, to the mod- 
eration of the rhythms. For ex- 
ample, Xavier Cugat as this past 
Sunday’s Show-of-the-Week combo 
(Howard Clothes), made an excel- 
lent interview, aided by his song- 
stress-wife, and besides which the. 
emphasis on the Latin tempos was 
colorful and distinguished. Leon 
Keller from Chi was likewise svelte. 


HENRY AINLEY 
‘Enter Fanny Kemble’ 
With Ann Casson, and cast 
Dramatic 
40 mins. 
Tuesday, 10.25 p.m. . 
BBC, London 

Way story went the great Fanny 
Kemble had no wish to act; the way 
broadcast went the equally favored 
Henry Ainley should refrain from 
radio unless provided with a better 
script and a more professional stand- 
ard of production. Listeners expect 


{something of a name such as his. 


Both story and star merited finer 
treatment than this patchy job 
loosely directed. 

Radioplay discussed an incident in 
the life of the famous Miss Kemble 
around 1830 when a theatrical par- 
ent prodded her into achieving last- 
ing esteem on the English stage. 
Ainley had the parent role. Ann 
Casson, also of legit, voiced as the 
then-young aciress, Scripter used a 
narrator for scene pointing, but not 
throughout, only in the most un- 
expected places. Music broke it up 
elsewhere, and to make it even more 
difficult to follow some scene shifts 
were drifted straight in. Interpola- 
tions of Shakespeare in precisely 
the same tempo as the play itself 
added to the confusion. 

Milady Kemble was one of the 
theatrical greats of the early 1800's; 
Henry Ainley held somewhat s‘mi- 
lar rating for early 1900’s. He re- 


and a voice with the qualities of fine 
music. 


‘CARTUN-O’ 
With Bill Anson, Pierre Andre, 

Harold Stokes orch. 

45 Mins. 
NATIONAL TEA STORES 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
WGN, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 

‘Cartune-O’ replaces a_ similar 
show for National Tea tagged ‘Mu- 
sico.’ Orchestra plays a tune and the 
listener must identify the title of the 
song through a cartoon which indi- 
cates the title. Each ‘Cartune-O’ 
card contains 25 such cartooned 
titles. 

Cards can be obtained free at the 
National Tea stores, and the first 
5,000 cards with tunes properly iden- 
tified are worth grocery prizes. Also 
on each card the femme writes her 
name and a 10-word slogan, and from 
these cards the sponsor selects 
four cards which are worth from 
$50 to $200 when the names are read 
over the radio. Only hitch is that 
the person whose name is read must 
phone in within seven minutes to 
claim prize. It’s all pretty com- 
plicated but there is sufficient money 
and prizes to keep the listeners’ at- 
tention. 

There is*plenty of action on the 
show, names being read, tunes being 
played, Anson humming and hinting 
at titles, gongs banging, bells ring- 
ing, telephones being answered. It’s 
pretty much a three-ring circus but 
no One can say the program is slow 
or dull. The 45 minutes move fast, 
the titles are simple enough and the 
show is a cinch to garner listeners. 

Handling the Show are three cap- 
able Chicago personalities; Bill An- 
son as m.c., Pierre Andre for the 
commercials and the Stokes orches- 
tra which turns in a particularly fine 
job of making entertainment out of 
the short choruses of pop tunes as- 
signed to them. Gold. 





WNAX Feeds Show 
To Omaha, Shenandoah 


Yankton, S. D., May 28. 
WNAX is feeding a quarter-hour 
musical show for the Quaker Pe- 
troleum Co., Friday nights to KOWH, 
Omaha, and KMA, Shenandoah. 
Herb Howard, of WNAX, is the 
m.c. and the rest of the cast consists 
of a six-piece novelty orchestra, the 
Flying Arrow vocal trio and George 
B. German, cowboy ballad singer. 


tains ‘presence’ even through a mike, |- 





GRAND VARIETY GALA 
Rawicz and Landauer, Arthur Ask 
Anne Ziegier and Webster Booth’ 
Stanley Holloway, Ben Lyon and 
Bebe Daniels, Frances Day, yj 
Oliver, Teddy Brown, Flanagan 
and Allen, Florence Desmond Ma 
Miller, Gracie Fields —— 
Variety Artists Benevolent Fund 
Sunday 8 p.m. (May 5) 
BBC, London 
Two hour romp aired from th 
Palladium theatre had topsters 9 
vaude ranks in stuff old and new 
pleasing the house and providing 
good listening over air. 
Piano team of Rawicz and Lan. 
dauer opened. The big city must be 
developing Hollywood traits in that 
latecomers provided the next act, 
Arthur Askey, with most of his mae 
terial, radio comic bowing each ong 
of them in with a sting. Romantig 
duetists Anne Ziegler and Webster 
Booth were on for two numbers, fol. 
lowed by Stanley Holloway, north 
country dialect comedian. He held 
to his ‘Sam Small’ recitation for one 
bit, following with an ‘Old Soldier’ 
rhyme built on a willowy theme. 
en Lyon and Bebe Daniels did 
one of their matrimonial sketches 
that clicked impressively; pair are 
stand-out favorites here, apart from 
the topicality and excellence of their 
material. On this occasion femme 
war work was their satire and Lyon 
frolicked through the sketch as hen- 
pecked, housekeeping husband. 
Songstress- Frances Day used her 
posey-tossing routine to ring audi- 
ence in on chorus singing of olde 
timers; she soloed with ‘My Love For 
You.’ First half of the show closed 
with Vic Oliver, inveterate gagster 
who cracked that he was traveling 
by bus these times to save money: 
‘in a year he ought to have cnough 
to go and see ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Teddy Brown, xylophonist, was on 
when airing was resumed, giving 
way to Flanagan and Allen in one 
of team’s customary zaney acts. 
George Black, presenter of the show, 
was cut-in at this mark to appeal for 
listener contributions to the Fund. 
Continuity resumed with travesty 
mimes of Florence Desmond; she in- 
cluded a ribbing of Frances Day, 
appearing in the show. Max Miller, 
his billing in London lingo being ‘the 
cheeky chappie.’ makes an art of the 
blue-tinted stuff to a point where 
audience does all the deciding—and 
they love it. Show was closed by 
Gracie Fields. Star’s material at this 
frolic was unusually straight, to a 
degree that performer herself com- 
mented on the absence of comedy 
stuff, explaining she was being Sun- 
day-ish. 


‘YOUR VOICE AND YOU’ 
With Elsie Mae Gordon 
Educational 
30 Mins. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
‘Your Voice and You,’ written and 
produced by Elsie Mae Gordon, falls 
into classification of self-improves 
ment programs. Carries touches of 
showmanship. Notably when pere 
sons in studio audience—women pre- 
dominate but some men, including 
collegians, are present—come to the 
mike and have flaws or good points 
in their voices pointed out. A Dr. 
Fleischman, voice teacher at City 
College, New York, did a particu- 
larly smooth job on this, in intere 
viewing studioites and picking par- 
ticular sentences which he thought 
they had or had not uttered with 
sufficient force. Made them repeat. 
He led up to the point casually but 
skillfully, via questions on occupa- 
tions, hobbies, etc. Program is not 
rigidly staged; there is a certain 
amount of informality. Jaco. 





Ralph Edwards’ Renewal 
Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ show on CBS for Ivory 
Soap has been renewed for a second 
13 weeks effective June 22. Aijrs 
Saturdays, 9:45-10:15. 


Compton’s the agency. 

















Even the Village Barn, a Greenwich 
Village nitery, belied its bucolic 
billing with Jack Denny’s swinging | 
strings, a new style being featured 
by that vet batoneer, including 
plenty of special arrangements to 
point up the style. Another mid- 
west band, in the Latin school, is 
Carlos Molina’s, not exactly a Cugat 
road company, but possessed of its | 
own individuality. And one of the. 
best, also from the Pacific coast, is | 
Ray Noble’s crack combination 
emanating out of Frisco. 





Alan Dinehart, star and co-author 
of ‘Separate Rooms,’ at the Mans- 
field, N.Y., guested Sunday night 
(26) on ‘Take It or Leave It’ over 
CBS. He and Bob Hawk were kinda 
cute in working in a plug for the 
legit comedy, Hawk reminding the 
former film actor that they couldn't | 
mention the show on a commercial 
program, adding that if they did the 
sponsor would put them in separate 
rooms. Also managed to work in 
the rest of the pertinent info. 





Alexander W. Dannebaum, WDAS, 
Philadelphia prexy, back at his desk 
after recuperating from injuries suf- 
fered when he fell from his horse 
i two weeks ago, 











Well Balanced! 


WFIL’s increasing listener au- 
dience is based upon a well 
balanced radio fare. 


Free 





“. .. WFIL probably the 


—_ outlet in town 
with somewhat balanced 
schedule.” 


—Phila. Record. 
“...WFIL... only stae 
tion that may be able te 
balance its schedule.” 

-—-Billboard, 





from long hours of serials, 
hours of baseball or hours of 
recordings, WFIL’s listeners 
enjoy well balanced entertain- 
ment with NBC Blue and 
Mutual networks. Philadel- 
phia’s best buy. 


560—THE 


FAVORABLE SPOT 


ON THE DIAL 
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‘ WBOAT’ 
sang Hugh Studebaker, Marlin Hurt, 

Virginia Verrill, Dick Todd, Bob 

Stro orch, Bob Trendler orch, 

Del King 
Music and Comedy 

Mins. 
pROWN & WILLIAMSON 
Friday, 8 p.m. 

WMAQ, NBC, Chicago 
(Russel M, Seeds) 

This show used to be known as 
‘Home Town, Unincorporated,’ but 
even under that title and before it 
started the plan was to make it as 
much like the old ‘Maxwell House 
Showboat’ program formula as pos- 
sible. Instead of having it spotted 


- on a showboat, it was at first spotted 


in a hotel in a small town. That was 
about the only difference in setup. 
Basically, the two shows were 
identical. Later it was found that 
the title ‘Showboat’ was available 
for the ether and the sponsor 
snapped at the opportunity to make 
the carbon 100%. 

In the rain, program adheres to 
convictions Freeman Keyes has de- 
veloped (very successfully) for all 
the Brown & Williamson tobacco 
frolics: plenty of home-spun humor 
and songs that everybody knows. 
Keyes fears nothing more than a 
gag that is smart, or a tune which 
might be above the lowest common 
denominator in the radio audience. 
And results have evidenced the 
rightness for his accounts of this de- 
cision. 

Marlin Hurt plays himself, for 
instance, and has a_ventriloquial 


character, a colored mammy tagged | 


Beulah. Hurt and Beulah know 


pre-date Joe Miller, but that is okay, | 
Hugh Stude- | 


according to Keyes. 
baker has been doing the Cap'n, but 
Studebaker is leaving radio for a 
rest, and will be replaced on future 
shows. He does a nice homey job 
of tying the show together. 

Virginia Verrill is the class of the 
show with her exceptionally fine 
popular warbling. She possesses fine 
vocal style, and puts over a song in 
great fashion, coming through the 
loudspeaker warmly. She rates as 
the top potential for big recognition 
on this program. Dick Todd is a 
erooner and has a good voice for the 
general mob of popular tune listen- 
ers. 

Bob Trendler’s music gives partic- 
ularly fine support to the —, 

Gold. 


MISCHA KOTTLER ORCHESTRA 
Music, Songs 
15 Mins.—Local 


MICHIGAN CONSOLIDATED GAS | 
co 


6:30 p.m., Tues., Thurs. 
WWJ, Detroit 

This is one of several shows 
emanating from WWJ’s radio the- 
atre, which seats around 350. It’s 
built around Mischa Kottler’s band 
and familiar type of music, plus 
work of coupla soloists. As a din- 
ner-hour program, it’s a pleasant 
auditory massage. 

Commercials are constrained. 

Pete. 





WPEN, Philadelphia, last week 


signed an agreement with the Jewish 
Morning Journal and the Jewish 
Daily Forward for a 
swap. 


space-time 



















ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 








‘INVITATION TO LEARNING’ 
with Stringfellow Barr, Andrew 
Schiappe, Huntington Cairns, 
Helen Hill Miller 

Discussion Group 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining . 

Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York. 

The radio industry's several alert 
(socially) groups have been, during 
the past year, disposed to try out 
new ideas and formats in the realm 
of the so-called educational or pub- 
lic interest program. This ‘Invita- 
tion to Learning’ (originating at 
WJSV, Washington, but with CBS 
New York staff producer, Leon Le- 
vine, in charge) is admittedly and 
obviously a tentative enterprise sub- 
ject to change and recasting as need 
suggests. The first program was 
hardly more than another, although 
perhaps a trifle more * highbrow, 
‘People’s Platform.’ It was reason- 
ably engrossing as a group discus- 
sion by four educated minds. And 
that—speaking for the first program 
—was about all that it represented. 


Program idea is to examine the 
books of classic antiquity, which in- 
fluenced the founding fathers, and 
the first discussion revolved around 
the Constitution itself. CBS, by its 
own admission, has no illusions. This 
is an extraordinary difficult assign- 
ment if anything really new is to be 
achieved. Its a case of having to 
reserve judgment on the general 


plan, on the involved personalities, | 


and on the ultimate significance, if 
any. Land. 


‘THE SPEECHMASTER’ 
With Maurice C. Dreicer 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tues., Thurs., 2:30 p.m. 
WOV, New York 


This self-improvement stanza by 
Maurice C. Dreicer is the kind of 
show with which small stations can 
best compete with the networks. It 
offers definite value and is presented 
in appealing style. 
click, and particularly as a haven 
from the soap opera serials on most 
major outlets during the day. 


Dreicer takes a couple of guests 
on each of his two-a-week shots, 
has ’em read sample sentences from 
a kind of exercise paper, then cor- 
rects their speech. He has a slight 
Yankee twang, not too studiously- 
perfect diction, apparently an intel- 
ligent approach to the problem and 
a clear way of expressing what he 
means. On show caught (23) he 
dealt with two fundamentals of cor- 
rect speech—clarity of utterance and 
concentration on the meaning of 
what’s being said. Since he made 
the reasons clear in each case, his 
dicta were convincing. Hobe. 


FRANK EDWARDS 

Film Chatter 

WHEATLEY MAYONNAISE CO. 

15 Mins.—Local 

Daily, 10:30 a.m. 

WGRC, Louisville-New Albany 
Local commentator has’ okeh line 

of gossip on Hollywood film person- 

alities, Also gives out some info 

culled from trade papers on film 

capital doings, and at airing caught 

did some editorializing on the film 

extra rackets in Hollywood, as well 

as comments on the censorship ac- 

tidns of the Detroit police, in con- 

nection with ban of ‘Primrose Path’ 

and other pics. 


Edwards plugs the local first-runs, 


and dishes out about 150 words on 
each of the downtown film house 
programs. This plug is cuffo for the 
film houses, who contribute 30 passes 
daily, to be given to the first 30 per- 
sons who phone in and repeat a sen- 
tence read at the close of the pro- 
gram, extolling the merits of the 
sponsor’s product. 

Edwards sustains a smooth-running 
style of comment and has prepared a 


daily script which should interest | 


Not satisfied with our B.T.A. 
WOR long ago took its 50,000 watts and directed, multiplied 
and concentrated them. Today, to its B.T.A., WOR can add 
(the best available). | 


the housewives. 






Livel 
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WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 
in the . 


Theat el bev 
MARKET 


KDYL. 


The POPULAR Station 


Salt Lake City 





Decidedly a 


| ALFRED LUNT, LYNN FONTANNE | 
Excerpt, ‘There Shall Be No Night’ 


WJZ, WABC, WOR, New York 


It took the Red Cross Sunday last | 
| (26) and the eloquence of Eddie | 
'Cantor to get Alfred Lunt and Lynn} 
|Fontanne to relax their traditional | 
Cantor } 
said that they were uncertain of the | 
medium, an absurdity, if true, for! 


lantipathy to broadcasting. 


they quickly revealed that those rich 
voices of theirs come through the 
loudspeakers like the proverbial 


with the index finger. 

Lunt spoke first in explanation 
and introduction. Miss Fontanne 
|then read the heart-breaking post- 
| humous letter which she receives in 
;the Robert Sherwood anti-dictator 
{play “There Shall Be No Night.’ It 
| was beautiful and moving stuff. 
| Lunt and Fontanne are unfair to 





{organized radio sufferers in with-;qd 


|holding the charity of their art. 
Land. 
/ 
| GABRIEL HEATTER 
| News Commentator 
15 Mins. 
LIBERTY MAGAZINE 
| Thurs., Sat., 9 p.m. 
| WOR-Mutual, Newark 
(Erwin-Wasey) 
Gabriel Heatter has chore twice 
| weekly of mixing war news com- 
| ment with much mention about the 
| contents of the mag’s current issue. 
'In other words, Macfadden and 
| Oursler have hired themselves some 
one whose judgment about such con- 
| tents should prove quite effective 
‘since in the listener’s mind there's 
/something associative about a com- 
;mentator and a critical faculty. 
| Heatter spreads the clinches and 
| platitudes with his usual abandon. 
'A good example of Heatter’s flair 
'for sensing the bend of the mass 
| mind was the tact he used in open- 
jing his initial broadcast (23) for 
| Liberty. He remarked that listen- 
/ers had for days been deluged with 
the black side of the Allies’ cause 
and that he was going to pass up 
the harrowing details of what Eng- 
land itself was facing and instead 
' he would tell about the hopes, mea- 
gre as they are, that the English 
can cling to. 

The ringing of a low-timbred bell 
marks the opening and close of the 
program. There’s a chance of this 
thematic device being confused with 
that of Pall Mall’s. With the latter 
| it’s the Big Ben motif. Odec. 





crystal goblet when gently bonged ! 


| 
| 
t 


| WOAL, TQN, San Antonio 


A foretaste of the morale-building, 
|funds-raising, public-rallying func- 


600,000 was highlighted by what used | 
to be called a galaxy of talent. It 
was aé_esuper-everything full-hour | 
program at 2 p.m. New York time, 
and it delivered in one compact! 
package two big impressions, one} 
eep pathos, the other sock comedy. | 
Eddie Cantor, who had most to do | 
with organizing the program and a) 
lot to do with broadcasting it, was) 
more than a comedian and more than | 
a showman when the hour was over. 
He was a national personage. It was 
undoubtedly one of, the most success- 
ful entertainments in the caase of 
charity ever broadcast on a nation- 
wide, all-neitwork basis. 

Here, for once, comedians making 


GARY GRAY 





Notes, 


With The Three David 
Byrn, Gene Baugh and his orches- 
tra (9) 


15 Min.—Regional , 
CUSTODIAN TOILETRIES 
Thursday, 8:45 p.m. 


. (H. W. Kastor) 

Program is built around vocal 
efforts of Gary Gray, who has a 
pleasing romantic voice. The Three 
Notes, a girls trio, is used for back- 
ground effects while Gray warbles 
the tune. Style is similar to Dick 
Todd. Girls have nice harmony and 
blend in very well with the music. 

Gene Baugh and his crew of nine 
handle the musical background ably. 

Dave Byrn is program announcer, 
who does a nice job throughout, both 
on the commercial and as m.c. 

Commercials stress the fact that 
there is no finer face powder than 
Custodian and that it may be pur- 
chased at all types of stores. Also 
there is a complete line of toilet 
articles and aids with the Custodian 





label. 
Show is well produced. Andy. 





Laughs, Heart-Tug, Music Merged 
In Ist of Big War-Time Programs 


‘benefit’ appearances showed up with 
good material. That was especially 


tion of radio should war come to the|true of Edgar Bergen, but Cantor, 
United States was given Sunday (26) | Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Jimmy Du- 
when the Red Cross drive for $10,- | 


rante and Jerry Colonna were also 
in nice stride. Very.funny, too, was 
a spoof on ‘Information, Please’ in 
which Walter Huston had Clifton 
Fadiman laid out in perfect forma- 
tion like a butterfly under glass. 
Cantor, Durante and Hope helped 
along this high-spirited burlesque. 
Musically the program had a fine 
gloss. Frank Black was on the stick 
in the east, and David Broekman 
from Hollywood. The Lynn Murray 
chorus was whammo in N. Y., and 


| Judy Garland ditto in L. A. There 


were several novelty touches. A 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ reading by Vivien 
Leigh and Laurence Olivier was fol- 
lowed by a hoke exchange between 


| Cantor and Gertrude Lawrence. The 


snapper after the crossfire was Miss 
Lawrence’s response to Cantor's ef- 
forts to get praise for his love-mak- 
ing and the English star cracking, 
‘I'd do anything for the American 
Red Cross!’ 


The occasion also gets a double- 
check historically for the presence 
of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
(see separate review), who allowed 
their feelings about this European 
mess to crush a prejudice against 
broadcasting. 

The appeals for the Red Cross were 
poignant, forceful, and convincing, 
without being hysterical or meloe 
dramatic. The introduction by Nor- 
man Davis in Washington was a gem 
of its kind, and Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt came through with a talk 
that could be used in speech classes 
as a model of simplicity in the grand 
manner. There was also a pick-up 
from Paris of Wayne Chatfield- 
Taylor, Red Cross exec, but reception 
wasn’t very forte. 

The Army has no doubt already 
made a note of this show as a good 
example for filing under ‘Civilian 
Morale; techniques for achieving 
same.’ Land. 




















 - B.A. 


not dead-space. 











We've taken a post-sraduate 
in POWER! 


For, by means of a directional antenna and unique over~ 
water approach, WOR's power-full 50,000 watts are concen- 
trated on population centers—cities where people listen, 


WOR skillfully tucks its power away from the ocean on 
the East and the thinly populated portions of those 
states on the West. WOR has specifically designed its 
power to reach the greatest group of markets in America 
with the most power. 


Such an advantage is a major reason why 
more national advertisers are using WOR 
in more ways—at less cost-—more often. 


that power-full station — 


(better than average) power, 
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VARIETY 
Spotlight on— 


—_—_ —- 


WJR, Detroit 


Guests Run Program 
Detroit. 

Mrs. Page program, a purely com- 
mercial show aired 15 minutes daily 
for the past 10 years over WJR here, 
this Saturday (1) take on a new tack, 
with 12 women listeners taking over 
as ‘Mrs. Page for a Day’ while Mrs. 
Page (Ruth Grane) goes on vacash. 
Femmes will be brought to Detroit, 
all expenses paid, given an extra $10 
for broadcast as well as a recording 
of their program. 

Idea belongs to Owen Uridge, as- 
sistant general manager of WJR, who 
decided he’d like to find out listen- 
ers’ reaction to a program, in which 
every household hint and woman's 
problem discussed is advertising, 
pure and simple. Miss Crane di- 
vulged the plan to listeners last 
week, asked them to submit scripts 
for their own idea of how program 
should be conducted, and in one 
week was swamped with over 400 
‘extraordinarily well-written’ scripts. 

In addition to the 12 women picked 
to conduct the program on different 
days, at least 50 others will receive 
$5 each for entering scripts, thereby 
giving Mrs. Page right to use ’em in 
future broadcasts. Program has had 
long waiting list of advertisers for 
several years. 














For the Kiddies 


San Antonio. 

The First Federal Savings & Loan 
Co. is presenting a new series of 
programs on WOAI. Title is ‘Through 
Childhoods’ Looking Glass.’ Poems 
will be read by Pat Flaherty while 
Ted Brown is at organ. 

Audience participation angle: lis- 
teners are invited to submit the wise 
sayings of their offsprings. Hoyt 
Andre will handle this side of the 
program. 





Peps Up Peoria Forum 


Peoria, Ill. 

Discussion of questions and com- 
ments telephoned in by listeners 
during the program is giving new 
interest to ‘The People’s Forum,’ 
weekly 30-minute informal round- 
table series over WMBD, Peoria. 
Idea developed spontaneously, but is 
now a regular feature of the show. 

Four representative local residents 
are invited to participate in discus- 
sion of timely questions, usually of 
local and controversial nature, for 
the weekly stanza. 


et 


Hypo Gals’ Sports Interest 
Milwaukee. 
With a view to future commercial- 
ization of a program that is currently 





| sustaining, WTMJ began Monday 
| night (27) to build up women ap- 
| peal for Charley Nevada’s nightly 
| 10:30 15-minute sports broadcast. Not 
| only will women in sports be given 
more attention in the nightly resume, 
| but a contest angle has been evolved 
to intrigue femme interest. 


Women listeners will be asked 
each night to finish a sentence be- 
ginning for instance with ‘Kay Stam- 
mers is, or ‘Bill Tilden is’ or some 
other sports star is, to be finished 
in five words all starting with the 
same letter. Nine best replies each 
night will be awarded nine like 
prizes—a culinary device known as 
a Nesco casserole, which is a ‘de- 
sirable’ addition to any housewife’s 
cooking equipment. 

Quantity of replies received will 
be a factor in determining how valu- 
able the program might be to time 
buyers. 

Advance listener interest has been 
built up by~having Charley Nevada 
burst in on distinctly women’s pro- 
grams during the past week to an- 
nounce a ‘Nine Every Night’ gift for 
women hearing his sports broad- 
east starting Monday. 


PHILLY’S MAYOR 
SNUBS RADIO'S 
‘OPEN HOUSE’ 


Philadelphia, May 28. 

Philly radio execs are burning 
over Mayor Robert E. Lamberton’s 
open snub of the coming ‘Open 
House Week’. First Hizzoner ig- 
nored their request that he issue a 
proclamation informing the citizens 
of Philadelphia of the event. Then 


he turned them down cold when they 
asked that announcement of the cele- 
bration be placed in lights on the 
side of City Hall in line with cour- 
tesy given to other quasi-public 
events. 

To the latter request Mayor Lam- 
berton replied that the electric signs 
were restricted only to events ‘af- 
fecting the public intefest’. ‘ 

It was this reply that forced the 
blood pressure up along Radio Row. 
Broadcasters pointed out that only a 
couple of weeks ago all four sides of 
City Hall announced in electric lights 
the opening of the Flower show—a 
private enterprise for which 75 cents 
admission was charged—while the 
radio ‘Open House’ was an educa- 
tional and good will gesture to the 
public entirely free of charge. 











Theme For Call Letters | 


Richmond, May 28. 
WRVA has inserted a novel 
touch in its station-identification 
announcements. While announcer 
is giving call letters, piano in 
background does ‘Carry Me Back 
To Ole Virginny’. 
Stunt has earned favorable 
comment from many listeners. 


BIG TALENT RALLY FOR 
DETROIT WAR RELIEF 


Detroit, May 28. 
One of most pretentious benefits 
ever offered here, lasting over three 


hours and highlighting raft of name 
entertainers, netted over $6,000 for 
Red Cross war-relief fund last Tues- 
day evening (21) over WWJ. Show 
emanated from three spots, WWJ’s 
radio theatre, Jefferson Beach out- 
door dance spot and Saks nitery. 
Arrangements permitted  enter- 
tainers in various sections of Detroit 
to hit ozone between regular skeds 
at local amusement spots. With Ty 
Tyson, WWJ’s vet announcer, han- 
dling, Jefferson Beach roundup pre- 
sented Carroll »nd Gorman, Marc 
Ballero, from Bi:ssom Heath; Carl 
Bonner’s band, Preston and Blake 
Lamber and Avis Kent, from Club 
Royale; Alvino Rey’s band, Four 
King Sisters, Skeets Herfurt and 
Dick Morgan, from Jefferson Beach; 
Wanda Warren and Frank Reynolds, 
from Club Lido, and Monnie Drake, 
from Club Palm Beach. 
From Saks were heard Carlton 
Hauck’s band, June Kemp, Don Har- 
ris, and Lee Mason. Broadcasting 
from WWJ’s studio were Ted Lewis, 
then at Fox theatre; Maxine Sullivan 
and Jimmy Raschel’s band, from 
Colonial theatre; Vic Abbs, Four 
Californians, from Book Cadillac’s 
Motor Bar; Harry Richman, from 
Bowery nitery; Amos Jacobs, from 
Club Morocco; Carmen Cavellero, 
from Hotel Statler Terrace room. 
In addition, the following WWJ 
artists took part in benefit broad- 
cast: Ole Foersch’s band, Vera Rich- 
ardson, Paul Leash, Rosemary Cal- 
vin, Norman Ruvell, Merle Clark, 
James Barrett, Mischa Kottler, Vic- 
tor Linfoot and John Morris. Talks 
by Detroit News staffers including 
S. L. A. Marchall, Russell Barnes, 
Anne Campbell, H. C. L. Jackson 
and George W. Stark plus Mickey 
Cochrane former manager of the 
Detroit Tigers baseball teams, helped 
link long chain of music and enter- 
tainment, 

















Lake-Spiro-Cohn, Ine. is the 
agency on the Plough Dixie Jam- 
boree which clears over the South 
Central Quality Network Saturday 
nights. Programs are aired from the 
Memphis Municipal auditorium and 
there’s an admission charge. Out- 
lets consists of WMC, Memphis; 





KARK, Little Rock; KWKH, Shreve- 
port; and WSMB, New Orleans. 
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ANOTHER WKY ADVERTISER SAYS IT IN EXACTLY 25 WORDS! 





OKLAHOMA CITY 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA 
PUBLISHING COMPANY -<K REPRESENTED 
NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


@ Eighteen spot announcements a week over WKY 
tell Oklahomans about Skinner’s Raisin Bran and 
Macaroni products. The record book reveals a sales 


story which Skinner’s 


that to my knowledge 


representative reports as “an in- 


crease in my Oklahoma territory on Raisin Bran sales 


is a better showing than has been 


made in any other territory.” WKY has had a regular 
place in Skinner’s sales plan for 18 months because it 
has demonstrated power to do a big sales job. 





CLUBWOMEN CONVENTION 


More Radie Is Their Goal—Dupont 
Show a Highlight 





Milwaukee, May 28. 

Radio, pictures and the drama all 
came in for attention as 4,000 women 
gathered in the Milwaukee Audi- 
torium for the national convention 
of the General Federation of Wo- 
men’s clubs, and Caryl Morse Kline 
of the University of Wisconsin urged 
that pressure be exerted upon the 
radio networks for more educational 
and cultural programs. 

‘Radio is the greatest force in the 
world today,’ said Mrs. F, H. Clau- 
sen, chairman of the federation’s de- 
partment of American citizenship. 
‘We used to ask for time on the air 
and when we got it we didn’t know 
what to do with it. Today, however, 
we make a thorough study of radio 
technique, select competent speak- 
ers and insist upon worthwhile sub- 
ject matter for we appreciate radio’s 
tremehdous value and every minute 
before the microphone must count.’ 

Mrs. Arretus F. Burt of Missouri, 
chairman of the federation motion 
picture division, warned the club- 
women to be on guard against for- 
eign propaganda pictures. describing 
them as ‘a most malignant cancer 
endangering our national peace.’ 

Ethel Rockwell of the University 
of Wisconsin emphasized America’s 
need to stimulate regional drama. 

Ace attraction for the clubwomen’s 
big meeting was Dupont’s ‘Cavalcade 
of America’ making its regular 
Tuesday night historical broadcast 
from the convention hall with Helen 
Hayes here in person to dramatize 
the life of Jane Addams of Chicago's 
Hull house. 


Ed Kirby Praises Radio 
Script Exchange Of 








The National Association of Broad- 
casters, under the signature of Ed 


ested in educational broadcasting,’ 
calling attention to the jeopardy fac- 
ing the Office of Education’s radio 
activities. Congress, points out Kir- 
by, has eliminated the $40,000 appro- 
priation okayed by the Budget Bu- 
reau and left the O. of E. high and 
stranded, and with a further handi- 
cap in the form of a clause denying 
WPA to make any radio projects. 

Kirby urges that friends rally to 
save the Office of Education activ- 
ities through appeal to the last re- 
sort, the Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee. Importance to all educational 
radio and also to small commercial 
stations of the Script Exchange main- 
tained by the Office of Education is 
stressed by Kirby. 

Congress has been tearing into the 
Government bureaus using radio and 
an aftermath to the bad publicity 
of the Interlor Department’s ill- 
starred ‘What Price America’ attack 
on the petroleum industry, which 


against private industry. 





Hospitals and Flowers 


Peoria, May 28. 

Station WMBD proclaimed ‘Lilac 
Day’ for May 17 and listeners sent 
in several truckloads of the flowers. 
Staff members spent the day deliver- 
ing the lilacs to local hospitals and 
shut-ins. 
Short-wave remotes of the de- 
livery scenes were broadcast by the 
station, 





Peoria—Oliver H, Mackley, of 
WMBD's engineering staff, has be- 
come a factory rep of RCA, specializ- 


has been denounced as unfair tactics | 





| 
| 
| 


U.S. Office of Education 





ing in police radio systems. 


MARMOLA FINDS 
STATIONS 
SCARED 


Street & Finney agency is en. 
countering difficulty in getting sta. 
tions to accept its latest spot an. 
nouncement campaign on Marmola. 
While it’s sgenerally admitted that 
the copy itself is  inoffensively 
phrased the majority of stations ap- 
proached recall the wholesale wrist- 
slapping administered by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
some years ago on the subject of 
plugging Marmola and in conse- 
quence thumb down the bids for 
time. Stations that have accepted 
the transcribed announcement cam- 
paign total 15 to date and in alli 
cases the markets are small. 

The product went on the FCC's 
unofficial frown list in 1935 after 
the Federal Trade Commission had 
issued a cease and desist order. The 
manufacturer of Marmola, the Rala- 
dam Co., fought the case up to the 
USS. circuit court of appeals in Cin- 
cinnati and obtained a favorable de- 
cision. 

A sample of the copy used by 
Marmola in its current minute tran- 
scriptions follows: 

Announcer 

The transcribed answer to a 
weighty problem. Mrs. Brown visits 
her next-door neighbor who seems 
quite upset... 

. Mrs. L 

Oh, Mrs. Brown, I don’t think my 

husband loves me any more. 
Mrs. B 

Oh, nonsense! 

Mrs, L . 

No, it isn’t. He said I’m getting 
too fat—that I’m not the slender, 
beautiful girl he married. 

Mrs. B 
Why don’t you try to lose that ex- 





Kirby, has circularized ‘those inter-/| tra fat? 


Mrs. L 
How will I do it? I simply can’t 
bear .the thought of strict diet and 
strenuous exercises. 


Mrs. B 
Then why not investigate the 
Marmola way of losing excess fat? 
Announcer : 


A brilliant suggestion! Life takes 
on a new glamour if you lose ugly 
fat the Marmola way—that is eat 
sensibly and take Marmola, under 
the conditions and according to di- 
rections on the package, During the 
past thirty years more than twenty 
million packages have been sold. 
Marmola is only for adult fat per- 
sons who are otherwise normal and 
healthy and whose fatness is caused 
by a thyroid deficiency. No diag- 
nosis is attempted. Consult your 
physician for that purpose. Why 
don’t you try to lose that ugly fat 
the Marmola way? 





Mexicans Get War News 


San Antonio, May 28. 
Radio Station KMAC is broadcast- 
ing war news in Spanish. 
Sponsored by the Mexican Cham- 
ber of Commerce of this city. 
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BALTIMORE 


(WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, ome 





Network Leeal Natienal Total 
Units Units Spet Units Units 
7,895 5,141 2,386 15,422 
7,832 5,463 2,331 15,626 

4+0.8% —5.8% +2.3% —1.3% 


Some slight pick-up here on net- 
work and national spot count, but 
offset in drop in local units. 

WwCBM 


Home schedule ef Baltimore Ori- 
oles for Wheaties and Atlantic White 
Flash. 

WFBR 

Gulf Spray, through Young & Ru- 
bicam, two quarter-hours weekly. 

Fels & Co., through Young & Ru- 
bicam, daily 15-min. newscast, ‘Com- 
munity News and Views.’ Program 
originally set at neighborhood news- 
cast for participating sponsorship 
will continue with strictly localized 
news and will drop commercial spots 
for lone plug by Fels. 

Dodge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
announcements. 

DeSoto, through J. Stirling Get- 
chell, announcements. 

° WBAL 


‘True or False’ program was given 
a public broadcast at the Auditorium 
theatre here Monday (27) by WBAL. 
Team representing a ladies’ bowling 
league was pitted against a coterie of | 
Oriole ballplayers. | 





CHICAGO 


(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 








Network Lecal National Total 
Units Units Spet Units Units 
9,385 5,198 10,099 24,682 
9,385 5,155 10,089 24,629 

bg +0.8% +0.1% +0.2% 





* No change. 
Business continues slack. 
WGN : 

Nelson Bros. Furniture stores, 
through Hartman agency, 30 min, on 
Sunday, four weeks. 

Linco Products, through Gourfain- 
Cobb, three quarter-hours. 

General Foods, through Young & 
Rubicam, daily 15-min. quiz show. 

Kroger Grocery, through Ralph 
Jones, two daily quarter-hour waxed 
serials. 


| 


ee 





Walter Eha agency, 25 announce- 
ments. 
Sportland, 13 one-min. spots. 
Lehn & Fink, through Wm. Esty. 
five announcements. 
KOA 


Denver Dairy Council, through 
Bob Betts agency, 12 quarter-hours 
of ‘Singing Milkmen.’ 

Miller Furs, through Max Gold- 
berg, 26 announcements. 

KFEL 


Baptist Pastors’ Quartet, 13 half- 
hours. 

Each of the following signed for 10 
announcements: Foster Auto Supply 
Co., Dever’s Tropical Inn, Royal 
Crest Dairy, Colorado Lace Cleaning 
Co., Pig Parlors, E. M. Olmstead 


—-—-—---—----— 4 a 





Realtor, Home Building & Loan As- 
sociation, and The Shanty. 


' 


romema 4 
DES MOINES, 
| 





( 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,440 3,120 4.711 15,271 | 
7,440 3,115 4.735 15.290 | 

_ 40.1% —0.5% —0.1% 





| 
*No change. 


———— 
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DETROIT 


(CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC. 





' 





WWJ, WXYZ) 

Network Leeal National Total | 
Units Units Spet Units Units 
8,033 11,614 4,454 24,101 | 
8,323 12,090 4.621 25.034 | 

—3.5% —31% —3.9% —3.7% | 


General sluffing off in biz contin- 
ues, but it’s considered purely sea- | 
sonal and not alarming. Bad weath- 
er, which has cancelled Tiger base- 
ball games of late, has been a big 
factor in the dip of national-regional 


! 


| biz at WWJ. 


Long-range view on local biz here | 
is that Detroit automotive plants, 
holding key to U. S. defense plans, | 
will soon be going full blast turning 
out war materials for both U. S. and 
foreign powers. Officials expect | 
hefty influx of out-of-town workers, | 
since shortage of skilled mechanics ! 
is acute here. | 


eee _—o _—oe_ ee eee 
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CINCINNATI 


_— 
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Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
4,515 8,248 5.999 18,762 | 
4,425 8.334 6.006 18,765 | 
+2% —1% —01% —001% | 

WSAI 


Gulf Oil Co., through Young & 
Rubicam, ‘Jack Berch & His Gang,’ 
transcribed series of twice-weekly 
quarter-hours. 

National Biscuit Co.. through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, six ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom’ half-hours weekly, 13 
weeks. 

Mabley & Carew, Cepartment store, 


} 


| 
(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) | 


HARTFORD 


WDRC, WTHT, WTIC 


ee 


ee aie 





Network Local Natienal Total | 
Units Units Spet Units Units | 
7,259 1,999 1,621 10,879 
7,029 2,058 1,399 10,773 | 
—0.8% —2.8% +15.8% +0.9% | 
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KANSAS CITY 


(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC,} | 








30-min. interview program. 
WKRC 


Swift & Co. through J. Walter | 


Thompson, ‘Sales Meeting of the Air.’ 


Spot announcements for Sternber- | 


ger’s Clothing, Cincinnati 
Dealers, Thompson Heating Co. 

Citizens Republican Club of Cler- 
mont County, 15 mins. 


‘oe piss oi i aaa 
DENVER 
(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) } 








- ce ce ne 





Network Lecal National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

7,548 4,350 1,304 13,202 

7,303 4,309 1.229 12,841 

+3.3% +1% +6.1% +2.7% 
KLZ 

Armour & Co. (Treet), through 


Lord & Thomas, 156 quarter-hours. 

Merchants’ Biseuit Co. through 
Ball & Davidson, five temperature 
announcements daily, 52 weeks, 

Joe Alpert Clothing Co., through 
Ted Levy, two 10-min. and one 15- 
min. programs weekly, 52 weeks. 

Sileco Tire & Oil Co., through Bob 
Betis agency, 26 100-word spots. 

Miller Furs, through Max Gold- 
berg, 26 announcements. 


Kendrick Bellemy Co., through 


Dodge | ticeable upping in national spot biz 


| Club Plantation, new night 


WDAF, WHB) | 

Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,445 6,697 7.021 20.163 
6,475 6,622 6,786 19,883 

—0.4% +1.1% +3.4% +1.4% 


Trend toward steadiness evidenced 
in past few weeks continues with 
only minor changes in billings. No- 


| due to KITE upping this department 
over two full hours: KMBC and 


| KCKN also stimulated this depart- ; 


ment. 

KCKN 
spot. 
| using baseball scores nightly follow- 
| ing K. C. Blues play-by-play. 
| 


| —— eee 








'} LOS ANGELES 


| 
| (KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 


Nee 











| KMPC, KNX) 

—_ — tl ee | 

| Network Lecal National Total | 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
10,671 11,564 1,742 23.977 
10,572 11,381 1.848 23.801 
+.9% 416% —5.7% + .7% 


front the past week, the total show- 

ing a slight rise. Only two stations 

reported any appreciable new biz. 
KNX 


Packing Co., 





Morrell] through 


|) (WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR. | 


| to WMCA’s broadcast of the first N.Y. 


| Justice Samuel C. Coleman in the New York city court last week. 
| Barker who had filed the origina] suit for commissions he alleged was due 


| ings. 


Not much of a stir on the home | 


RADIO 


RADIO BOXOFFICE REPORTS 








i rets), through M. H. Hackett, partici- 
pation in ‘Cinderella Hour,’ quarter- 
hour nightly. 

Shubert Theatres, through Blaine 

' Thompson, anns. 

Manco Breads, Inc., participation 
in ‘Polly the Shopper, three quar- 
ter-hours weekly 

WNEW 

Cushman Bakery, through Samuel 
C. Croot, 28 announcements. 

Krueger Beverage Co., through A. 
W. Lewin, six quarter-hours weekly, 
David Lowe's ‘Sound Track.’ 

Dodge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 


How Units Are Figured 


Dollar volume is omitted from 
these reports. So, too, are the 
breakdowns of individual sta- 
tions. Grouped market figures 
only are given. 

One minute of commercial 
time is figured as one unit. 
Thus a sponsored hour is 60 
units, a half hour 30 units, and 
so on. 


Chainbreaks, time — signals, 
spet announcements in partici- 
pation programs are counted us 








. 25 anns 
one unit each. a 
Gulf Oii, through Young & Rubi- 
cam, two quarter-hours weekly, 





| ‘Jack Berch and His Gang’ discs. 

Henri, Hurst & McDonald, 65 five-| Watchung Lake, through Radio 

minute ‘Top News Stories.’ ' Adv. Corp., 75 announcements. 
Langendorf Bakeries, through Leon Magazine Repeating Razor Corp., 

Livingston, 10 time signals. | through J. M. Mathes, participation 
Hillman used cars, through Ted’ in ‘Make Believe Ballroom.’ 

Dahl, 78 participations in newscasts.| Ruppert Brewery, through Ruth- 
Royal typewriter, nine one-minute rauff & Ryan, 12 announcements 


discs. weekly. 
KFWB | WMCA 
Pepperdine Foundation, 26 half-| Eastern Wine Corp., through H. C. 
hours. , Morris, 60 announcements weekly, 52 


National Schools, through McCarty | weeks. 
Co., five five-min. programs weekly. Sally’s Furs, Inc., seven half-hours 
Goldbloom Distributing Co., 104; weekly, featuring Win: Shaw, Jack 
announcements. ' Eigen, and Lee Grant's orch, 

+ Klinzmoth Chemical Co., through 
~\ | Klinger Advertising, 11 five-minute 
| newscasts weekly. 

Christian Science Committee, re- 
: newal of 52 Sunday quarter-hours. 
| Cushman’s Bakery, through Sam- 
, uel C. Croot, one-min. spots. 
| Roma Wine Co., through Berming- 








| 
| NEW YORK CITY 


WQXR) . 
| ' 




















Network Local National Total nouncements weekly, 52 weeks 
Units Units SpotUnits Units; podse through Ruthr: , Penn | 
‘ao 9575 15.917 96.242 | ne ge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
750 9,596 15,776 . 26,122) — 
* -02% +409%  +04%! ) eta a 2 





SAN ANTONIO 


KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 


| j 
* No change. } 
Rise in national spot, due mainly ' 
\ 
\ 


) 


Giants ball game, helped total units WOAI 
show another small gain. ee ny ee ee ee ae 
WHN | wee 
A. B. Campbell Cleaning Co.,| Netwerk Lecal Natienal Total 
through A. B. Landau, 24 announce- | Units Units Spet Units Units 
ments weekly. | 5,683 7.414 2,376 15,473 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery, through} 5,646 7.344 2,280 15,270 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, station breaks. +6.0% +09% +42% +1.3% 


Riggio Tobacco Co. (Cort Ciga-' Biz this past week took a slight 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Associated Music Publishers, Inc., got a judgment of $1,540 against Jacob | 
H. Barker, Jr., sales agent for its transcription library in Australia, ginrd 
It was 








him from Associated, but the latter countered with a claim of its own. 

The court allowed Barker $1,748 as due for his services in selling the | 
library to Australian stations and getting renewed contract and upheld 
Associated’s counterclaim against Barker for the sum of $3,288. It was 
disclosed that Barker got 40% on the original contracts with stations and 
during the trial Associated agreed to increase that remuneration by $500 | 
to cover the contract renewals. 





After putting on but one installment of the series, WOR, Newark, has | 
camphored the morning program framed around Tommy Dorsey's record- | 
The program was tagged ‘Midnight in the Morning’. es 
Reason given by the station was that it wanted to await and see what | 
action the American Federation of Musicians would take on the question | 


of broadcasting phonograph records at its Indianapolis convention next | 


j}ham, Castleman & Pierce, 60 an- | 


| 
i 


bie 


| upeming in all departments.- with 
| greater gains expected in the next 
| several weeks. 

| WOAI 

Interstate Theatres, through Thom- 

‘as Conroy agency, announcements 
| for 52 weeks. 
| California Fruit Growers Ex- 
change, through Lord & Thomas, an- 
; nouncements, 


Kruschen Salts, through Erwin, 
| Wasey, five announcements weekly. 
General Electrie, through BBD&O, 
| 13 one-min. spots. 
| Durham Business Institute, six 
| announcements. 
| Procter & Gamble (Camay), 
'through Pedlar & Ryan, ‘Women in 
ae daily waxed quarter-hour. 
Procter & Gamble (Dreft), through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, daily 15- 
min. ‘Lone Journey’ transcriptions. 
First Federal Savings & Loan, 
‘through Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead, 
| Through Childhood's Looking Glass,’ 
| quarter-hour weekly. 
| Joske’s Men's Store, through Me- 
Cabe agency, renewal of announce- 
| ments, 
| Armour & Co. (Treet), through 
,Lord & Thomas, ‘Your Treat,’ three 
| quarter-hours weekly. 
KABC 
| Daily announcements for Tropic 
| Dry, Victory-Wilson, Trafton Tile & 
| Marble Co., Solo-Serve Dept. Store, 
| Triple A Travel Co., Dr. Rumm (‘op- 
| tometrist), Blue Room, Joske Co. 


| 


a. 
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SALT LAKE CITY | 


KDYL, KSL, KUTA 


' 


—_— 


1 


eg ce 


| Network Lecal Natienal Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,401 2,806 1,419 10,626 

6,511 2,932 1,345 10,788 

—1.8% —4.2% +5.5% —1.5% 
KUTA 


Fisher ‘Baking Co., direct. ‘Patty 
| Jean’s Health Club’ a 15-min. re- 
| corded exercise program. 
| Announcements for: 

Thompson Indian Trading Co., 360. 
| Star Kist Tuna, 52. 
Axelrod’s Furniture Co., 300. 
| Blue Moon Night Club, 52. 
| Midget Speedway, 52. ~« 
; Saltair Beach. 


eee eee 
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' SAN FRANCISCO 


(KRFC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 





— ee ee 


ee ere 


KSFO) 
Netwerk Leeal Natienal Tota) 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,505 3,206 1,813 13,524 
8,430 3,267 1,830 13,527 
+0.8% —1.8% —0.9% —0.02% 
KFRC 


Riggio Tobacco Co. (Regent Ciga- 
rets), through M. H. Hackett, 52 
broadcasts of ‘Bulldog Edition of the 
News’ with Mark Goodson, 


Towne Talk Company (sauce), 


week. Also that Dorsey was angling for an NBC wire out of his present | through Milton Weinberg, 39 quar- 


spot, the Astor hotel, N. Y., in place of his present Mutual release. 





Lennen & Mitchell is talking a five-year deal with Walter Winchell for 
Jergens, with the usual annual options of course, but the idea is to cir- 
cumvent any seasonal parleys on coin, conditions, etc. A consideration 
also would be permission for Winchell to broadcast from Miami up to 16 
weeks each winter, instead of eight as now, the sponsor paying the wire | 
charges. Gross value of such longtermer, if fully exercised, would aggre- | 
gate $1,300,000 to the columnist. 

Eddie Rickenbacker, airline exec and World War ace, last week turned 
down a request from Mutual to do some comment on aviation defense | 
needs for the country. 
matters to sit down and make a thorough analysis and intepretation of the ! 


ter-hour participations on ‘Morning 
Hostess.” 
S. F. Peninsula, Inc., through 
Gerth-Knollin, @ one-min. E. T.’s. 
Charles Brown .& Sons, throvgh 
La Bess Eisen, nine 100-word spots. 


KSFO 


Key System (ferry serviee te 
Treasure Island), through Tom- 
aschke-Elliott, eight announcements. 


Dodge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 


He explained that he has been too busy with other | fve 100-word announcements. 


I. Magnin Co. through Erwin- 


situation, and gave Mutual assurances that if at anv time he decided to! Wasey, three announcements 


broadeast on the subject he would do it over that network. j 


Pinky Hunter, co-announcer of Cleveland Indian baseball games via 


WCLE and floored early in spring with pneumonia, is back home after a | 


lengthy hospital stay and is slated to go back on the job early next month. 
Bud Richman, station program director, has been working with 
Graney during the Hunter absence. 





_ Lawrence Klee is now scripting ‘Young Widder Brown’ serial for Bayer | 
aspirin over NBC red (WEAF). 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert is the agency. 
Author is a son of the late Mel Klee, vaudeville blackface comedian. He 
appeared for a time with his father. He’s been writing for radio for some 
time. 





Wallace, the ‘figure control’ (gymnastic) spieler, is being used by Saraka | 


through Mutual for only the east and the west coast. The Beatrice Cream- 


ery Co, has’ him tied up for 18 midwest stations with WGN, Chicago, in- | 


cluded. 





Roberta Semple, daughter of Aimee Semple McPherson, who got her 
original radio job doing research for Hobby Lobby, is now an assistant to 


Carol Irwin, who has charge of daytime programs for Young & Rubicam. | 


James Cox, commercial manager of WAVE, Louisville, is this week cb- 
serving his 12th anniversary with the station. 


Southern Pacific, through Lord & 
Thomas, renewed two announce- 
iments daily. 


| Folger Coffee Co., through Ray- 


Jack ¢mond R. Morgan, renewed guarter- 


| hour weekly program. 


Acme Breweries, through Bris- 
'acher, Davis, renewed four weekly 
| 10-minute newscasts. 


| Crowell Publishing Co.. 
| MeCann-Erickson, renewed 


| quarter-hour. 


through 
weekly 


SEATTLE | 
(KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) } 
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Network Lecal Natienal Teta) 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,520 10,121 886 15.527 

| 4,580 9,893 761 15.234 

—).3% +23% + 1€.4% +19% 
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40 MUSIC 
15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
(Week ending May 25, 1940) 

Playmates ......ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsecccecs Santly 
Woodpecker SONG ..ccccccccccescesccscrresscsssevens Robbins 
Singing Hills ...... cae chee be ore Pvcahbodnete sar een Santly 
A Lover's LullaDy.c....e cece cece r eee ee eee eeeeeeenes Jewel 
NOD ince sdbdbndhnd +685 65 046 sar ers 46eeeeenes ABC 
With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair........... Paramount 
eis I Eg foc ntalek od is died weg reeserete BVC 
*Say It (‘Buck Benny Rides Again’).................. Famagus 


*Little Curly Hair in High Chair (‘40 Little Mothers’). Feist 
*When You Wish Upon a Star (‘Pinocchio’).......... Berlin 


*Alice Blue Gown (‘Irene’)....... 


ee ne Os A deavisicies cs bes ee oeeeeee Berlin 
*Angel in Disguise (‘It All Came True’)...........--- Witmark 
ee eT Tene eee ree Tere Miller 
Apple Blossoms and Chapel Bells..............--++: Remick 


* Filmusical 




















Band Reviews 
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WALLY WALLACE ORCH (10) 
Pla-Mor Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 


A blondish, wiry, jump-enthusiast, 
Wallace features himself as a bound- 
ing bandstand personality, and uses , 
rhythmic jive-warbling at the mike. | 

Essentially a band for the young | 
crowd, Wallace is enjoying a ‘throw- | 
back’ popularity in this territory. | 
Most of the other bands have given | 
up the beat-down style, have turned | 
to sweet, so where he was once just | 
another swing-banc, he now has the | 
field covered by the Schroeder office 
almost to himself. 

He’s the focus of interest on the | 
rostrum, and the band boys fulfill a | 
strict playing mission. The rhythm 
section is jammed up front with the 
band, the bass, fingered by Harold 
Donovan, being almost on top of the 
mike, and Larry Herman, piano, and 
Hal Norton, drums, pounding out the 
count backing up. Brasses are Wen- 
dell Lester, Bill Bilek, and Shay 
Benenito, and the reeds include 
Woody Oslund, Milton Lewis, Bill 
McMullen, and Max Richards. 

Wallace is strictly for the dance- | 
hall trade, and makes bid for no} 
other type of business. In his field, 
he gives them what they . . ; 

Tt. 





BUDDY FISHER ORCHESTRA (11) 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 


This orchestra is a comeback for | 
Buddy Fisher, who left MCA after 
long association, joined CRA, and 
then dropped from the baton side of 
the music trade altogether to make 
a stab at the agency biz. Office did 
a brodie, and there was a pile of 
litigation between himself and CRA, 
so he’s now trying again fronting a 
band. It’s little more than a month 
old, mostly recruited from A.F.M. 
locals -in Texas. 

Fisher is dreaming up novelties as 
he goes along, but is having none too 
easy a time getting the wheels roll- 
ing again. Skedded for two weeks 
here. rehearsals have been heavy 
and steady during that time. 

His idea is substantially the fram- 
ing of a band which can seek long 
stays in class and semi-class spots. 
Most of the arrangements are sac- 
charine, contributed by saxist Fran 
McCarthy, and Nick Musolino, trom- 
bonist, and, even though he now has 
four saxes, he’s planning to add an- 
other which will line up five reeds 
against two brasses and the three- 
manned rhythm section. 

Bonnie Ruth Garrett is of low reg- 
istry all the way around, a low voice 
and low on ability to charge up in- 
terest in her numbers. Her songs 


TED 














| here, 


‘Famous Door, N. Y. 


four or five years ago, but subse- 


are pleasant enough on the ear, but 
there’s nothing arresting about them. 
She was in on limited reperioire 
which gave her an_ unfair 
chance to show, however. Besides 
the Fisher clowning, he has a three- 
some labelled the ‘Spanish-American’ 
trio, composed of Jose Hernandez, 
Ernest Labordie, and Paul Uriaz, all 
of good voice. 

Band personnel includes 
Jones, Kay Carter, Hernandez, and 

cCarthy, saxes; Uriaz, trumpet, and 
Musolino, trombone; Labordie, piano; 
Loring Read, bass; and Johnny Har- 
per, drums. Dedicating his outfit to 
the playing of music pleasantly, with 
some whoop-de-do on the band stand 
late in each program, Fisher, ad- 
mittedly up to his eyes in the job 
of bringing the boys up where he 
wants them, has’a possibility of de- 
veloping okay. Art. 


RED NICHOLS ORCH (13) 
With Bill Darnell 


Red Nichols was, along with Ben 
Pollack, one of the pioneers of 
swing. He and his band of that day 
and the well known Five Pennies 
cut a wide swath in the band world 


quently were eclipsed by the speedy 
rise of the Benny Goodmans, Tom- 
my Dorseys, et al. As a result 
Nichols was shoved far into the 
background until today he’s a little 
known quantity among the younger 
swing addicts. However, with the 
band Nichols is currently leading at 
the Famous Door, a comparatively 
small group of 12 pieces and him- 
self, it shouldn’t be long before he’s 
right back in the middle of the pres- 
ent popularity sweepstakes. 


His is a group that’s different and 
exceptionally good. Outfit provides 
a wealth of listening and dancing 
appeal, plays swing in the modern 
style, yet doesn’t confine itself to 
being just an up-to-the-minute 
bunch teeing off on ballad or hop 
tempos. Nichols leads ’em_ into 
either one of those beats with ease 
but also takes ’em into smartly and 
smoothly played dixieland. 

Arrangements, all fresh, are 
neatly colored. They never become 
tiresome, some imbued with a tinge 
of jazz not wild enough to pass over 
the head of an average hearer, 
others strictly in the popular idiom 
employing Duke Ellington’s alter- 
nately clear and muted horns. The 
playing’ itself is socko. It’s a clean- 
looking and _ exceptionally clean- 
playing bunch composed of four 
strong, sure saxes and the usual four 
rhythm that kick up a solid base for 
the saxes and brass. Latter include 
two trombones and three cornets, 











including Nichols’ own horn. 
Nichols’ leading and playing go 
far in furthering the good impres- | 
sion of the group as a whole. His | 
playing style doesn’t conform to the | 
popular conception. of modern horn | 
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men, but that’s what provides its | 
attraction. With the other two or) 
soloing (he alternates between front | 
and back, joining the two horns or | 
leading), or just maestroing. Nichols 
|is a finished performer. The Five 
Pennies aren’t used often, but when 
they are, the same impression of 
hard work and extensive rehearsals, 
gathered from the work of the group 
|; as_a whole, is relayed. 
| Bill Darnell vocals but is not from 
the band. On the basis of one or 
two numbers heard, he’s okay. 
Wood. 


1 
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HAL LEONARD ORCHESTRA (11) 
King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 

Hal Leonard was leader of the 
twice-national champ high school 
band of Mabel, Minn., several years 
ago, and was music instructor for a 
year at Winona (Minn.) State Teach- 
ers College before he took to the 
road with his present territory 





crew. Music background is such 
that he knows, more than many of | 
the small-fry band leaders, what to 
do about his outfit to make it bet- 
ter. As result, the band has been 
a consistent climber, and is especial- 
ly favored by the younger groups. 
Featuring an easy basic rhythm. 














the boys go in for versatility, all 
the way from hide-wearing special- 


Rotary stomps that the grand-pap- 
pies ceua pl with. Adaptability 
of his library keeps him in demand 
for dates, because he fits any place 
in the one-nighter field. 

He puts his lip in with the brass 
section on trumpet, which gives him 
three trumpets and a_ trombone, 
lined up against four sax men, and 
three rhythm boys. Trombonist is 
Herbie Peer, who is also the band’s 
only vocalist, and the other brass 
men are T. Thompson and Bob An- 
drews. Billy Lee and Rollie More- 
house are the altos, and Tom Pope 
and Harold Krolow, the tenors, in 
the reeds, with Stanley Armoskus, 
bass; Ralph Houvert, a shiner on 
drums, and Bernard Dillon, piano. 

Dillon and Leonard's _ brother, 
Harold Edstrom, are the arrancers. 
One of the main attractions about 
the outfit is the triple-tonguing 
trumpets, Leonard, Thompson, and 
Andrews ganging up to produce a 
flashy musical going-over often on 
requests. Art. 





BILL BARDO ORCHESTRA (13) 
Hotel Mueb'ebach, Kansas City 
This band puts out a flash and a 


'show along with its dance music, 


and aims as much at being enter- 
taining as at playing for dancers. 
Bardo has rounded his 12 men and 


| 


| 
} 





a girl into a musical organization 
that clicks on both counts. | 
General tendency of bands in this | 
higher priced spot is to concentrate 
on furnishing music equal to the 
tariff, but the Bardo band goes in 
for utilizing the intimacy of the 
room and breaking the ice. Nightly 
a brace of shows is offered, each in- 
cluding a number or two in which the 
gal customers dance with the band 
members and everybody gets friend- 
ly. Novelty numbers by crew mem- 
bers, a glee club, and a Capello choir, 
a quartet, specialties, hillbilly and 
range songs add variety to the half 
hour shows. Band almost makes a 
night club out of a supper spot. 

The leader was formerly an ar- 
ranger with George Olsen and has 
a comparatively young band about 
two years old. Members were most- 
ly recruited from the universities 
and colleges around Chicago and all 
but leader and a couple of instru- 
mentalists are under 24 years of age. 

Arrangin® is handled by Ted Phil- 
lips and Adolph Gurak of the sax 
section and by Bill Newton of Chi- 
cago. Sax section of four is com- 
pleted by Harold Kabus and Lee 
Knight. Trumpet trio is composed 
of Marvin Hamby, Milton Hubbard 
and Al Halin, and brasses are round- 
ed out by Jesse Vance on the trom- 
bone. Rhythm is filled out by Frank 
Pich] on drums, Ory Pesci on guitar, 
Hugh Waddill at the piano, George 
Biller at the string bass, and leader 
on the violin works frequently as 
an instrumentalist. Vocally, blonde 
Esther Todd is featured, and Pesci 
and Vance handle novelty and lyri- 
cal tunes respectively. Bardo also 
takes a turn at piping ballad type 
songs. 

Besides a large supply of novelty 
songs Bardo has a swing library of 
200 arrangements and a sweet library 
of over 185 numbers, thus being 
equipped for one-night ballroom 
stands, hotel dinner spots, clubs or 
theatres, although it has filled com- 
paratively few of the latter two to 
date. From its work here crew is a 
comer. Quin. 


ALL BAND OFFICES 
AT A.F.M. CONVENTION 


All the major -band booking of- 
fices will have representatives at 
the annual convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians at In- 











dianapolis beginning June 9. Tommy 
Rockwell, of General Amusement; 
J. C. Stein, of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica; Charles Green, of Consolidated | 
Radio Artists; Willard Alexander, of | 
Wm. Morris, and Bill Fredericks, of 
Fredericks Bros., will be on tap. 

It’s expected the session will pro- | 
duce several legislative slaps at! 
booking offices and their methods. | 


| 





Frankie Masters at Taft, | 
Ben Bernie Goes Touring | 


Frankie Masters orchestra, which | 
closed a long stretch in the grill of | 
the Hotel Roosevelt, New York, | 
last week, replaces Ben Bernie at | 
the Taft hotel, N. Y., June 22. He’s | 
in for four weeks. Roosevelt’s room | 
stays closed for the summer. 

Bernie starts a tour of one-night | 
stands immediately after bowing out | 
of the Taft. 
22 date, starts one-nighting. 





HINES B.0. OK IN B’HAM | 
Birmingham, May 28. _ | 

More than 2,200 Negroes turned | 
out to greet Earl (Father) Hines and | 
band in the municipal auditorium | 
here Tuesday (21). Attendance was | 
boosted by city authorities lifting | 


party groups gathered. | 
Motherel Bonner, booker, consid- | 


ered draw of $1,400 good in view ~ 


ties of the hammer down type, to! long siege of sultry weather. 


Masters, until the June time and deserves ‘it. 


Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weelend and 





holiday price.) 
Covers Total 


Band Hotel Fisyed Wont ome, 
Charlie Barnet....Lincoln (225; 50c-$1).............. . 4 475 2,125 
Larry Clinton*....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....... - 3 1425 3.850 
Del Courtney*....Park Central (375; 50c-$1).........- - 3 800 2275 
Jimmy Dorsey...Pennsylvania (500; es) 7 1,100 5,045 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)......ccccccccscce 1 72,725 2,725 
Eddy Duchin*.... Plaza (350; $1.50-$2.50)............. 7 650 5,300 
Sleepy Hall.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 14:15 4,075 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... - 2 1,100 2,900 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. +5 days. 


COLLEGE RHYTHM | 


The ninth of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gaurds dance music and dance bands. 
The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 




















| have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 


whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur- 
ther instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear as 
the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions being 
their own. “4 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 
trade. This is a continuation of a series originated by Variety in 1935. 


UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 


By Saxon Miller, ’40 


(Washington ‘Columns’) 





Seattle, May 28. 

Way up here in the farthest northwest corner of these United States, 
where the big trees and the big crews and the little Injuns grow, the 
musical constellation has a fanatical following of nearly 10,000 student fans. 

With Glenn Miller carrying the biggest torch for the past school year, 
those in the know predict that Eddy Duchin, one of the steadiest of the old 
favorites, will be tuned in on more sorority and fraternity radios than any 
other orchestra in the very near future. 

Washington favorites are a queer combination of the old and the new, 
the steady and the meteoric. We still like Artie Shaw but he’s going the 
way of a lot of other better-buried champions about this point. 

In no preferred order we list Benny Goodman, to listen and wiggle to, 
but not to dance to; Raymond Scott for the music with a laugh; Fred 
Waring for danceability and novel, but still recognizable arrangements; 
Phil Harris for that throaty muttering we laugh at but still enjoy; Kay 
Kyser to dance to and just plain like; Jan Savitt for one of the best of 
the newer bands and for his very musical rhythm; Bob Crosby as one of 
the most consistently good, and the Dorsey brothers ag a pair of old favor- 
ites we still will like for a long time to come. 

When we talk about musical preferences here at Washington, we think 
we're pretty average. There’s the group that big-apples, shags, balboas 
and now jitters, and there’s the far bigger group that listens to hot jive, 
but dances to sweet swing. 

We all stumbled around to the Big Apple and pretended we were having 
one heck of a good time being awkward and hot and, when it came right 
down to it, also very silly. So when the shag and the balboa and, to date, 
the jitterbugs came along, we were more than content to stand in one cor- 
ner and watch the other guy and the other gal indulge in their setting-up 
exercises for the evening. 

Campus’ Hot Club 

On the Washington campus there has been organized a jitterbug club 
which has about 300 members and which has been called, much to the 
dismay of our deans of men and women, the Hot Club. They give us jive 
concerts for good listening and sweet swing for good dancing. 

Due to the fact that Washington is so far away from all civilized centers 
of this country, at least to a great many minds, it is difficult to engage the 
better orchestras for all-school dances. The name bands we do get are 
those which happen to be touring the Coast. A little hard luck dogged us 
year and the only combo we had was Eddie Fitzpatrick for our Junior 

rom. 

However, our school dances have been more than a success because of a 
few local campus bands which are in the vernacular, ‘plenty sweet’. Give 
us Center Case, Gay Jones or Jimmie Crane and we're happy. 

Seattle is not exactly a dinky dump and there are plenty of places to 
dance. The better spots have given us some pretty fair music this year, 
and among the best are Archie Loveland, Jimmie Lunceford, Ken Baker 
and Duke Ellington. 

With 23 sororities and some 30-odd fraternities on the campus, and each 


| with innumerable phonographs and radios, the music stores have a fairly 


heavy run on their recording supply. And along with Greek Row we 
might mention the musical appetites of those who eat on the ‘ave’ or in 
the campus coffee-shop and keep the Wurlitzers blatting loudly over all 
noon conversations. 

Always tops with us are the Andrews Sisters in almost any of their ar- 
rangements, Also there’s nothing like the throb of Glenn Miller’s ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’ or ‘In the Mood’ to give us itching feet or to make a book that's 
12 inches from our collective nose recede into that fiery place where all 
textbooks belong at such times. 

For sheer rhythm we still like Artie Shaw's ‘Begin the Beguine,’ 
and we'll also take Glenn Miller's ‘Sunrise’ or ‘Moonlight Serenade’. For 
a good novelty record we like Raymond Scott's ‘Business Men’s Bounce,’ 
and on the back, his ‘Peanut Vender,’ which is one of the niftiest items 
extant. And speaking of novelty items, we'd like to add our combined 
chorus of 10,000 voices to the fanfare for that delightful little Scott emul- 
sion in wax, ‘The Huckleberry Duck’. 

For a month or so we liked ‘Wee Bonnie’ Baker singing ‘Oh Johnny’ 
and ‘You'd Be Surprised,’ but at the present writing, the campus finds her 
more and more nauseating. When we listen to a recorded program on the 
radio, of which we have a plethora on Seattle, we like Bing Crosby sing- 
ing anything anytime. Here is a lad who has been a favorite for a long 


Among other things we take to Charlie Barnet's ‘Love Grows on the 
White Oak Tree,’ Eddy Duchin’s ‘All the Things You Are’ and Jan Savitt's 


| *720 in the Books’. 


(Next week: Duke) 





small combo he uses to turn out his | 
one Bluetird record a month the | 
ban on use of stage for tables where , Clambake Seven us he did when they ' 
were just part of the big band. Tags 

‘em the Sentimentalists. 


sides, ‘East of the Sun’ and ‘Head on | 
My Pillow’ released this week. 


+ 
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Tommy Dorsey doesn’t call the. 








PROMOTION MANAGER 


to direct activities of Chicago Ball- 

room and amusement center. Must 

have successful record. In reply 

state fully experience, qualifications, 

uge and salary expected, 

WRITE—WIRE—BOX 51 
Variety, 54 W. Randolph St., 

Chicago, Ill. 


First two 
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FREAK LEGAL)" "2% ences 
JAM OF BAND 
LEADER 


—_——- 


Detroit, May 28. 

Just 40 feet and a legal injunction 
kept Danny Demetry from conduct- 
ing his band during its stay at East- 
wood Park. In order to cross that 40 
feet of space and licorice stick his 
musicians, Demetry would have’had 
io lay $25,000 on the line, 

The case of the missing maestro 
grew out of a lawsuit in which 
Henry Dombrowski, a Detroiter who 
got his leg busted in an automobile 
accident, brought a civil suit for 
$25,000 against Demetry for damages. 

Then arose the legal peculiarity by 
which the band leader was kept 
from conducting. While the damage 
suit was pending, Demetry was 
placed under $1,000 bond which stip- 
ulated he remain in Wayne County 
while the suit was awaiting hearing. 
Although most of Eastwood Park lies 
in Wayne County, the ballroom hap- 
pens to be just over the line, in 








Unable to return to England when 
his passport was revoked by the 
U. S. Consulate at Sydney, Australia, 
Roy Fox has returned to New York 
to build a new band. Fox, an Ameri- 
can citizen, had been leading an out- 
fit in England since 1930. New 
group, which will be handled by 
General Amusement Corp., goes into 
rehearsal next week. 

Following the passport revocation 
in Aussie, where Fox was visiting, 
he came back to this country via a 
Pacific passage. Jack Harris, also a 
U. S. citizen who has been leading a 
band in England for years, is in the 
same position. He came over two 
weeks ago for a visit and will stay. 
Billy Bissett, Canadian, ex-leader at 
the Casino de Paree, London, is also 
| stymied. He’s already built a band 
on the Coast. 


OPERA-ON-TOUR 
FILES APPEAL 














€acomb County. In fact, the band. 
stand was just that short distance of 
40 feet from the boundary placed on 
the maestro. 

Not being willing to shuck out 


Opera on Tour, Inc., has filed an) 
|; appeal to the New York Court of | 
|Appeals from a judgment against it | 
1D, . rendered by the appellate division of | 
$25,000 for the privélege of standing | the supreme court. Opera on Tour 
in front of his band, Demetry stayed lost its suit against Joseph N. Weber, 
on safe grounds and listened to them | president of the American Federa- 
outside the ballroom. . ; _ ., | tion of Musicians, and George E. | 
The full irony of the thing lies in| Browne, president of the Interna- | 
the fact that the orchestra leader | tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
had sold his car 19 days before the | Employees. 
accident and it was a 15-year-old 
parking lot attendant who is reputed | py the supreme court in May, 1939, | 
to have been driving the car when | was in the plaintiff's favor, but sub- | 
it hit Dombrowski. The latter had sequently the higher court reversed | 
brought suit after the license num- | the decision. 
ber of the car had been checked up | Decision upheld the defendant's | 
and the machine was found to be/yignt to bar stagehands and other | 
still registered in Georgia under| employees from working for the 
Demetry’s name. He is a resident of | pjaintiff, on the ground that the lat- 


Atlanta. ., | ter used ‘canned music’ instead of | 
But even after he produced wit-| jive musicians. Plea for an injunc- 
nesses in court that the car had been ltion against the defendants was de- 
sold far in advance of the accident | nieg 
and the title turned over to others, 
the court. was hard-boiled and kept 
Demetry within bounds and his 
orchestra out of bounds. 
The band got through the week all 


right. 











Eddie Durham Files 


Albany, N. Y¥., May 28. 

Eddie Durham, Inc., has been | 
chartered to conduct a business in | 
organizing and managing orchestras | 
and entertainers, with principal of- 


BOB ALLEN’S PAUSE FOR 
NUP TIAL IDENTIFICATION yg bea ee stock | 


: é ; | Directors are: Eddie Durham, at- | 
Bob Allen, vocalist, with the Hal torney Frank T. Rainer and Blanche 
Kemp orchestra, finishes the current 


|Migden, N. Y. City. 
date with the band at the Chicago| © : y 
theatre, Chicago, tomorrow night | 
(Thursday) and jumps_ to 




















In-| 


éell, a non-pro. Immediately after 
the ceremony Allen and his bride 
fiy back to Chicago to enable Allen 
to work with the band that night at | 
the Trianon Ballroom. j 
Allen’s last vocal with Kemp's | 

band for Victor Records was Hoagy| after a meeting between owners 
Carmichael’s tune ‘I Can't Get In-| 5¢ wNEW, New York, and Jimmy 
diana Off My Mind.’ | Walker, ex-mayor of N. Y. and now 

. | president of the National Association 
of Performing Artists, the recordings 
of some 100 orchestras and singers 





Baron Elliott Quits Radio 


For Career in Dancedom recorded shows last week, including 


Pittsburgh, May 28. | Martin Block’s Make-Believe-Ball- 

Baron Elliott band, staff crew at| room. Platters banned are those 
siation WJAS, pulling out of local) made by artists listed as members 
CBS set-up next month for build-up! of the NAPA. Walker demands that 
as strictly a dance band under one users of the discs for broadcasting 
of the booking organizations, under-| purposes must get permission from 
stood to be MCA. Elliott has been a | NAPA at an annual sum not yet 
local name now for several years,| fixed. WNEW will not use them 


were pulled off the station’s various | 


al 
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| stock. 
| Robbins 


ABELES DENIES 


RUBBING DEAL 


| Music Lawyers See Broad- 


cast Music, Inc., Strategists 

‘Using ‘Fifth Column’ Tac- 
tics Against Solidarity of 
Publishers—Many Get Of- 
fers, Then the Story Slips 
Out 


—_—_—_——_ 


OTHER ANGLES 





Julian T. Abeles, copyright coun- 
sel for Metro, last week denied the 
report that he was engineering a 
deal with Sidney Kaye, CBS law- 
yer and vice-president of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., involving the Robbins 
music group. Abeles admitted that 
he had been approached, the same, 
he added, as Kaye has approached 
other major firms allied with 
ASCAP, but there had never been 
any actual negotiations. 

Abeles stated that even if Broad- 
cast Music could produce the money 
for a buy he couldn't see how the 
Metro-Robbins catalogs could be as- 


| signed away from ASCAP without 


Metro-Robbins violating its contract 
with other film companies, such as 
20th Century-Fox and Universal. 
Film exhibitors would still have to 
get licenses from ASCAP and by 


The first decision in the suit, made | Putting these catalogs in the hands 


of broadcasters Metro would be 
making things more complicated for 
its No. 1 source of income, the pic- 
ture theatres, Abeles added. 

It is assumed in the trade that if 
any deal was entered into with 
broadcasting interests it would be 
predicated on Metro being able to 
deliver 100% of the Robbins group’s 
Outside of Metro and Jack 

this stock is held by 
Domenico Savino, Jack Bregman, 
Bernie Prager and Stephen Levitz, 
all former or present employees. 
The firms in the group are Rob- 
bins Music Corp., Leo Feist, Inc., 
and Miller Music, Ine. 

Suspicious 


Music lawyers credit BMI with 
using smart tactics in causing doubt 
and suspicion in ASCAP circles. Ma- 
jor publishers are approached about 
a sale and in a short while word 
drifts out of BMI about pending 
deals, with the result that publish- 
ers within ASCAP’s ranks begin to 


| wonder whether some of their im- 


—— 
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Orchestra Leaders 








Job Not Steady 





Providence, May 28. 
Waning popularity of theatre 
organists finally hit Maurice 
Cook, who has played at Loew's 
State here since 1930, 


He took his final bow Wednes- 
day (22). 








MERGER TALK 


Report is up again about a deal, 
pending between the General Amuse- | 
ment* Corp. and. Consolidated Ra- 
dio Artists, Inc. Proposition re-' 
ported to be under discussion be- | 
tween Tom Rockwell, of GAC, and 
Charles Green, of Consolidated, in- | 
volves a merger of the two com- | 
panies, with the former putting up | 
quite a chunk of coin to facilitate | 
the adjustment of certain artists and | 
organizational obligations. 
Talks of interlocking their inter- | 
ests have been held by Rockwell and | 
Green from time to time during the | 
past year but they never got be- | 
yond the preliminary stage. 





portant co-members are engaged in, 
‘fifth column’ activities. 

Commenting on the rumor last, 
week, Irving Caésar, president of | 
the Songwriters Protective Associa- | 
tion, declared that he was puzzled 
as to how Abeles expected Metro to 
get away with any tieup with broad- | 
caster interests unless the group was 
to remain in the ASCAP ranks. The 
writers allied with this group's cata- 
logs, Caesar pointed out, have ex- 
tended their contracts with ASCAP 
and under the circumstances the 
group could not, unless it was 
courting a legal battle, permit these | 
writers’ performing rights to be 
cleared by any organization other 
than ASCAP. 

BMI last week obtained the per- | 
forming rights to another standard | 
catalog, namely, Hinds, Hayden & | 
Eldridge, Inc. The deal, explained 
BMI, will give it thematic music. 








carmots gg be peries S| MAPA Forces WNEW to Drop Discs; | 
Local 802 Backs Maestros’ Showdown 


Jack Rosenberg, president of the; sors Block’s M-B-B on 20 out of 


New York musicians union 
802), declared yesterday (Tuesday) 
that he and the union’s executive 
board propose to force a showdown 
in connection with WNEW’s action. 
He stated that if WNEW withdrew 
the recordings of some bands 
would be called upon by the union 


| 





it | against 


(Local | town outlets via transcription, has 


assertedly taken out a NAPA license 
permitting the use of recordings of 
NAPA members. It’s not only to 
avoid any legal complications for it- 
self, but also to ward off any suits 
the stations carrying the | 


transcriptions out of town, which |} 


to withdraw the recordings of all | NAPA allegedly advised NBC would 
union members. Rosenberg said that | be included if any court proceed- 
| the union would not permit WNEW 


to be arbitrary about whose records 


| should be played, and that anyway 


really coming into his own this sea-| again until the situation is straight- | 


€0n with flock of nitery and college | ened out. . 
dates in this territory, doubling from} List of NAPA members whose re- 


the union intended to drive another 
wedge into the situation by enforcing 
the legend carried on dise 
which forbid the records use for 


, broadcasting purposes. 


the radio job. 'cordings are normally used on | 
During Harris-Senator’s brief fling | WNEW and now yanked from usable | 
at vaude last winter, Elliott was the| files include: Abe Lyman, Bob | 


date following. withdrawal from |-nett, Louis Armstrong, Mildred 
WJAS will be at Jefferson Beach in| Bailey, Henry Busse, Cab Calloway, 
Detroit, where outfit opens month’s| Eddy Duchin, Shep Fields, Benny 
engagement June 21. | Goodman, Jan Garber, Glen Gray, 
| Erskine Hawkins, Richard Himber, 

Ben Young opened two-week en- | Hal Kemp, Wayne King, Guy Lom- 
agement Monday (27) at Kenny- | bardo, Vincent Lopez, Red Nichols, 





With the union obviously backing 


| NAPA, the executive board has al- 


} E or act} 19] 
house band there.. First out-of-town | Chester, Will Osborne, Charles Bar- | ready arranged to take action against 


those leaders who have advised 


| WNEW that, regardless of NAPA, it 


wood Park, Pittsburgh, replacing | Jan Savitt. Some of the above claim | 


Mitchell Ayres outfit. the are not members of the NAPA. 


is okay for the station to play their 
records. 
slated to be cited before the board is 
Will Osborne, who, according to 
union advices, has isued a clearance 
to WNEW. 

National Biscuit Co., which spon- 


labels | 
| Decca had completely banned the 


One of the leaders who is | 





ings were started. 

Forcing certain recordings off 
WNEW’s wavelength comes only a 
few weeks after the product of | 
Decca and Victor Records was un- 
conditionally released for air use. | 


playing of its platters for months, 
while Victor had begun a licensing | 
arrangement which was dropped 
after Decca about-faced. Columbia 
and U. S. Records never quibbled 
about platter broadcasting. 

Charlie Barnet’s band cut the re- 
corded version of the ‘Make-Believe- 
Ballroom’ tune which Block uses as 
a theme for his broadcasts. Hur- 
riedly written okay was obtained 
from Barnet himself to continue its 
use and it continues as Block's 
theme. 


_ Compensation, officials have 
|-According to the ruling the orches- 


tra leader was cited as having com- 
plete 


'ROCKWELL-CRA 


gerald orchestra Friday (24). 


Responsible For 


State Unemployment Tax in Ohio 


ve eee eee 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Columbus, May 28. 
Employers of orchestras in Ohio— 
clubs, radic stations and the like— 
are exempt from contributions te 
the Ohio Bureau of Unemployment 
ruled, 


control over member musi- 
cians, therefore being responsible for 
compensation taxes on the individ- 
uals. 

B. U. C. made reference tc A. F. 
of M. regulations which state there 
can be no employe-employer rela- 
tionship between orchestra members 
and the employer of the orchestra. 
Request for clarification of the law 
as pertaining to the situation was 
made by WSPD, Toledo, station dis- 
claiming responsibility for the tax. 

Ruling in effect will be an answer 
to the declaratory judgment suit 
filed against the bureau several 
weeks ago by the Cat and Fiddle 
club, Cincinnati, asking for a ruling 


'on the same matter. 


Mobile’s Big Auditorium 
Won't Recognize Unions; 
Gray Plays Smaller Hall 


Mobile, Ala., May 28. 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orchestra, 
booked here for May 29 at the Fort 








| Whiting national guard auditorium, 
| with a seating capacity of 3,000, must 


change over to the Battle House au- 


| ditorium with a capacity of about 


700, due to refusal of the Fort Whit- 
ing building commission to recog- 
nize the union, The local musicians 
union, stagehands and _ operators 
joined in an appeal to the commis- 
sion to employ union labor at the 
auditorium. The commission re- 
fused on the ground that they could 
not dictate to various organizations 
which use the Fort Whiting audi- 
torium. 

This means that many traveling 
bands, artists and stage shows will 
probably skip Mobile. 


LAKE ERIE HOOFERIES 
FORESEE LUSH SUMMER 


Buffalo, May 28. 
Up and down the shore line, Lake 
Erie danceries are unshuttering for 
presumably boomish year. J. G. 
Cameron opens his Celeron Park at 
Jamestown with George Duffy orch 
one-nighting Memorial Day (31), 
with Wil] Osborne dittoing June &. 
Crystal Beach, Ont., ballroom will 
play Harold Austin’s band plus 
Canadian outfits. Spot has gotten 
$1,500 ygoing-over, which includes 
new acoustical ceiling. Stewart 
Scott, back from WPTF, Raleigh, 
N. C., moves into Lake Shore Manor 
June 1. 





Babe Wallace on Baton 
For Ella Fitzgeraldites 


Babe Wallace, color:d song and 
dance man and m. c. who was cast 
in several ‘Blackbird’ musicals and 
Cotton Club, N. Y., floor shows, took 
over leadership of the Ella Fitz- 
Date 
was the June German hop at Raleigh, 
N..C., which started the Fitzgerald 
group on a tour ef’Southern one- 
nighters. Addition of Wallace as 
leader was the only change made 
in the group. Teddy McRae remains 
to rehearse, etc. Band stays under 


| Miss Fitzgerald's name, and she 
continues vocalling. 
Deal was coOMing several weeks 


ago to have Benny Carter drop his 
own band and take over leadership 
of the Ella Fitzgerald bunch. He 
| would have been included in the 
| billing of the outfit. Inability to ar- 
| rive at a salary with Moe Gale, the 
‘band’s manager, stymied Carier’s 
. joining. 
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On the Upbeat 


week-end. Tommy Van played Sat- 
Mart Kenney and His Western Gen-| urday (25), Chic Herr played Sun- 
tlemen for a one-nighter at the Tri-| day, and Ross Halamy’s collegiate | 
anon ballroom, Wednesday (22).|band on Monday, featured as ‘Scotch | 
Pasteboards retailed at $2 a couple Night.’ 
and 425 pairs were on hand. After | 
a recording session in Montreal the} Joe Reichman’s stay at Cocoanut | 
Kenney band will play another solo! Grove, Los Angeles, extended to | 
stand here, at the Hotel Saskatche- | July 1. His third engagement in the | 
wan, where the band got its start, | same spot. 

on June 1 and will then go to the, 
Banit Springs hotel, Banff, for the: Starry Owens and his Royal He- 
summer. Return date will also be| 


: | waiians signed for a musical short at 
handled by the Kinsmen club. | Universal. 





Kinsmen club, Regina, sponsored 




















Clyde Hurley, trumpet, replaced | 
by Charles Frankhouse, and Leigh | 
Knowles, also trumpet, replaced by 
Zeke Zarchy with Glenn Miller. 


Tommy Carlyn’s Pittsburgh orch | 
| set for opening two weeks at Doc 
| Perkin’s Lake Breeze Pier, Buckeye 
Lake, O., beginning Memorial Day. 
'To be followed by Carl ‘Deacon’ 
Moore, in for indefinite stay. 





John Ryan on Varsity records 
with dialect and other novelly tunes | 
is really Joe Rines, ex-bandleader | 


“! | Basil Fomeen, after 10 months at 
and current operator of the Club ‘the Belmont-Plaza hotel, N. Y., g0- 


Evergreen, Bloomfield, N. J. 





Helen O’Connell is to be outfitied | 
with skirted uniforms matching | 
Jimmy Dorsey's men for the band’s 
stay on the Pennsylvania hotel, 
N. Y., roof. 





Bernie Mayer now arranging for 
Bobby Byrne. Charles DiMaggio re- 
placed Jack Torchin on sax with 
Byrne last week. 





Yvette, chanteuse now at Le Mar- 
tinique, N. Y., signed by RCA-Victor 
for recordings. -What label not yet 
definite. 





Blug¢ Drake joined Sleepy Hall as 
vocalist. 





Gloria Dale replaced Judy Abbott 
as vocalist with new Saxie Dowell 
band. 





Eddy Brandt band signed by Fred- 
erick Bros. last week. Goes into 
Sunset, Baltimore nitery, June 6 for 
10 weeks. Brandt recently enlarged 
to full size. 





_Rudy Bundy hops into Idora Park, 
Youngstown, Ohio, for two weeks 
dune 1. 





Herbie Holmes does a stretch at 
Buena Vista, Biloxi, Miss., starting 
June 26. 

Joe Higgins, Columbia Recording 
exec, celebrates his 30th anni in the 
music business in June. He'll be 
tendered a testimonial dinner now 
being cooked up. 





Pete Palladino, Pittsburgh drum- 
mer, has joined Glen Gray for sev- 
eral weeks while Tony Briglia,; Casa 
Loma’s regular skin-beater, returns 
to New York for sinus treatments. 





Ace Harris replaced Robert Ben- 
son as pianist accomp with Inkspots. 


' following week’s stand at Stanley 








Basil Fomeen bows out of the 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., this week after a 
10-month stand. 





Betty Allen, who’s Mrs. Gus Bi- 
vone, doing the singing with Bivone’s 
new band at the Post Lodge Inn, 
Larchmont, N. Y. 





Craig Beach, near Youngstown, O., 
opened May 25 with a different or- 
chestra playing each night over the 


ing to Hollywood with his band. 





Fausto Corbello, maestro-composer 
at La Martinique, N. Y., going under 
MCA touring-engagement. 





Glen Gray doing 12 one-nighters 


theatre, Pittsburgh, and then goes 
into Hote! Roosevelt, New Orleans, 
for a run, 





Milton Karle, p.a. for Johnny 
Long’s band, has left Pittsburgh to 
rejoin outfit following its two-week 
swing through the south. Long 
plays Kennywood Park, Pitt., for 
two weeks June 24. 





Bruce (Bubbles) Baker’s orchestra 
moved into Rainbo Room of New 
Kenmore hotel, Albany, for a brief 
stand before opening at Totem Lodge, 
Burden Lake, back of Troy. Unit 
played New Kenmore last season and 
later filled summer engagement at 
Totem Lodge.. Allen and Nate Leafer, 
maitres at Rainbo Room, have taken 
over Totem Lodge dining room, 
which will be open to the public. 
Allen Leafer is a one-time orchestra 
leader. 





Gus Arnheim opens at the Wilshire 
Bowl, Los Angeles, June 26, suc- 
@eeding Phil Harris, who takes his 
orchestra on tour during the sum- 
mer layoff of the Jello air program. 





Matty Malneck’s six-week booking 
has been extended by the Beverly 
Wilshire in Bev Hills. 





Rudy Bundy played a one-nighter 
at the Pla-Mor. ballroom, Kansas 
City, Saturday (25). Fred Liddy’s 
orch also played a mid-week one- 
nighter at the Pla-Mor. 





Jeter Pillars and his orchestra and 
floor unit up from St. Louis to open 
the Club Plantation, Kansas City, 
last week. 





Bill Bardo out of the Terrace Grill 
df Kansas City’s. Hotel Muehlebach 
last Wednesday for hotel dates in 
Houston and Dallas. 





George Mirror played for the first 
‘fraternity jamboree’ at Fairyland 
Park in Kansas City last Friday. 








| Will Osborne and vocalist Dick 
Rogers turned out a tune called 
‘Pompton Turnpike.” The Osborne 





band is currently at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., which is on the 
Pompton Turnpike. 





Burt Massengale’s orchestra in as 
resident band at Tootie’s Mayfair 
club, Kansas City. 





Johnny Randolph’s orchestra at 
Mary’s on Wornall Road south of | 
Kansas City. 





Mike Riley (‘Music Goes Round’) 
and orchestra went to Arcadian | 
hotel, Detroit, after an engagement 
at New Kenmore hoiel, Albany. 


Oliver Naylor orchestra at Club 





Forest Inn, Birmingham, for the 
summer. Lellon Holt does the vo- 
calizing. 





KSD, St. Louis, originating weekly 
30-mins. programs of dance music 
for the NBC red from the Meadow- 
brook Country Club. First was 
Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis followed. by 
Buddy Rogers. Other band inked 
for stand are Ted Weems, Happy 
Felton, Anson Weeks. 





Nick Stuart will follow Phil Le- 
vant at Plantation Club, Dallas. 





Dick Barrie goes into Mission Inn 
near Pittsburgh tonight (29) for a 
week and will be followed there on 
June 7 by Charlie Agnew. 





Johnny Baker in at new Starlite, 
open-air spot, Dallas. 





Dick Stabile to be platter tested 
by Columbia Records. Starts cutting 
test sides this week. 


WOOD'S WIDOW SUES 
ANEW OVER 2 SONGS 


Gertrude Wood Bernstein filed an 
amended bill of complaint in N. Y. 
federal court yesterday (Tues.) 
against Joseph J. Denton, William R. 
Haskins, doing business as, Denton 
& Haskins Music Co., Isabelle C. 
Haskins, and Denton & Haskins 
Corp., seeking an injunction, ac- 
counting of profits and damages 
against the defendants’ publication of 
two songs, ‘Somebody Stole My Gal’ 
and ‘That’s What God Made Mothers 
For,’ written by her late husband, 
Leo Wood. 

The plaintiff claims that her hus- 
band assigned the songs to the Meyer 
Cohen Music Publishing Corp., whose 
assets were acquired by the defend- 
ants in 1929. Since 1930 it is claimed 
the defendants have refused to pay 
royalties on the soags which were 
written in 1918. The plaintiff claims 
she cancelled the agreements be- 
tween herself and the defendants in 
November, 1938, her right to do this 
being invested in her as executrix of 
her husband's estate. A court decree 
declaring the songs hers, an injunc- 
tion, damages, and accounting of 
profits is sought. 


Clark’s MCA Suit Kayoed; 
Involved Sissle’s Band 


Suit of Andrew J. Clark, as as- 
signee of Noble Sissle and the Noble 
Sissle Orchestra, Inc., against the 
Music Corp. of America for $25,000 
was dismissed yesterday (Tues.) in 
N. Y. supreme court by Justice Louis 
A. Valente. Reason for dismissal 
was failure of the plaintiff to prose- 
cute. 

Clark claims that the defendants, 
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SINGING HILLS! PLAYMATES! 





From the 
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Charm of Spring captured 


SINGING HILLS! 





BING CROSBY New Universal 
“If | Had My Way” - - ~ Songs by Burke and Monaco 
KkKkKKkkkkkkik 


| HAVEN'T TIME TO BE A MILLIONAIRE 


Philosophical ballad of “Pennies from Heaven” Type 
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MEET THE SUN HALF WAY 


Rhythm song, gay! In the “Pocketful of Dreams” groove 
% KRKKKKKKKKKK 


APRIL PLAYED THE FIDDLE 
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THE PESSIMISTIC CHARACTER 


(With @he Crab Apple Face) Rollicking novelty 
KeKKKKKKKkhk 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, Inc., 


JACK MASS, Prof. Mgr. 


Picture, 


iSTTIH ONISNIS 


IiSSLVWAV 1d 


in song; tender love ballad 


1619 B’way, New York City 
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according to an agreement made in 
, December, 1933, agreed to pay Sissle 
' $1,800 net on any road or theatre en- 
gagement. It is claimed that $15,000 
{is due on this count. The second 
| cause of action claims that over $10,- 
000 in deductions were made from 
the orchestra leader’s net, which 
should not have been. Action was 
\filed in April, 1939. 


If It’s Music, That’s Mine 


| Hollywood, May 28. 
| Artie Shaw signed a revised deal 
' with the Boris Morros-Robert Still- 
man production company, giving 
him complete charge of the musical 
elements of the picture, ‘Second 
Chorus,” for which he had originally 
signed to appear with a band. 
Johnny Mercer is due in from New 
York to work with Shaw on musical 
numbers. 











Mercer’s Benny-Allen Pic 

Johnny Mercer leaves Saturday 
(1) for the Coast to discuss with the 
Paramount studio a proposition to 
write some songs for the forthcom- 
ing Jack Benny-Fred Allen produc-- 
tion. 

He also has a commitment with 
RKO which supposed to start 
June 23. 


is 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. to1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the weet: from 
Monday through Sunday (May 20-26). Total . represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am. Symbol * 
denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 





GRAN 

TITLE PUBLISHER ToT. 
Too Romantic (13)...*Road to Singapore............. Paramount .... 49 
Where Was I? (8)...*’Til We Meet Again............. Remick ....__ . 35 
Bene “Down: the Biers. CD) eid vosacccscoveencocede son's a o0's we 34 
WODGGOONOD Bane CIO) oo wkicse veces hoes d cave sacoeken Robbins ....... 33 
Say It (7)...*Buck Benfiy Rides Again............... Famous ....... 29 
Where Do I Go from You? (6).............csccccccece Mercer 28 
Yours Is My Heart Alone (4),..+Land of Smiles...... SS ee 28 
SOD Perr FE CO) ovis coke ci escs ces ccccocviveens Robbins ....... 27 
ee NISE RIRTNEE (CGR. s o.65.0-0:5.4 44 0 0 ov ooo coos oaewad i — an 26 
I uNINMNE MRAM EET, SUBIR ooo. Su ai tr non) $19: oie 6 6 dia: Oo4.gv0'9.84.9) 9% trdiare od RE i644. dee 23 
MOOI COD fos coire 6 ilk oo Wetec dveees od Rar aeeieedna ee 20 
IT Can't Love You Anymore (4).........cccsccceces PS 20 
Little Curly Hair (6)...*40 Little Mothers........, a Eee 19 
Meet the Sun Half Way (3)...*If I Had My Way......Santly ........ 19 
eM MATE CE ee cc dhe hiarg Ril ARs vo 90 6 hla bo Chee Yl. 18 
My! My! (8)...*Buck Benny Rides Again........¢. oOINOUS 455... 18 
With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (15)...... ..Paramount .... 18 
iss obs oi boa aes Whee — ae 17 
Angel in Disguise (9)...*It All Came True.......... .. Witmark ...... 15 
NN MES oF6 ooi6. 5.6.6 asia sis 8G BSE Eee L OSs 64 ORE American ..... 15 
Tennessee Fish Fry (2)...+*American Jubilee.......... Chappell ...... 15 
Pe ee A EEE OOD. os koe sews so nvesdceceesceces Ye area 14 
COPS Teele PORCT (GB) occ vec cc osdovncesccecswoee 14 
ae 16s waigreve sais d Gale 60d RS SON ORO ORRED Shapiro ....... 14 
eee EE END OUD 5 5/55 5'6'6'5 Si b-0 6.4:0.0.40.5 ben 0 wba eae Robbins ...... 13 
WO PO Te LIE ib occ cteccevh ses ave ctseeewes SS ee 13 
BNGe Bite Howo. (9)... IPONG se oi ec ccc cen cscccsecees UE aes :0.6.0 12 
ee EE EOD 5 vce dig ooo mind's © Stwle x bow eo Oe el 12 
When You Wish Upon a Star (19)...*Pinocchio....... Berlin ........ 12 
Blue Lovebird (2)...*Lillian Russell............. | ae 11 
From Another World (9)...+Higher and Higher.......Chappell ...... il 
BUY Game FUP Ae MOSIE OL) oS nas vac e cc aciege vives Pore lll. ee 11 
How High the Moon (18)...+Two for the Show........Chappell ...... ll 
SN UN I aoa ag. 556 & gcse» 0b 0105'S 6 Aine rei areles ee ll ee 11 
UNA, SUPER) AOD 556 dost ccsscsiccce vastness cece ~»esouthern ..... 11 
You're Lonely and I’m Lonely (2)...+La. Purchase....Berlin ........ tl 
Apple Blossoms and Chapel Bells (13).............. se MOMOION ...... 10 
Castle of Dreams (9)...*Irene................06- ae eee 10 
Oe TO elie 8D 66a s 6070550000 0 occa eines ee C60 CEEEEUBE J cecccs 10 
iho yp ge ae YE 2 er eres CesT besos sca 10 
Haven't Time Millionaire (1)...*If Had My Way......Santly ........ 10 
5 Love You Much 100 Much (2) .......0sccccccnceves ooo Leeds ........- 10 
Bee Re ee GO CLO) 64 cies o09:09 0s 60s 00.5 e808 0608 ee) ee 10 
Polka Dots and Moonbeams (2).........cscecccccees eee 10 
Se CS SE ee Pe rrr er rrr en eC .Witmark ...... 10 











MEYER DAVIS OPERATES 


Band Bookings ROSS FENTON FARMS 


Lou Breese, July 28, week, Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City; Aug. 5, Asbury Park, N. J., May 28. 
two weeks, Kennywood Park, Pitts- | Meyer Davis, has taken over the 
burgh. , operation of Ross Fenton Farms in 

Will Bradley, June 11, Auditorium, | Wanamassa. The spot will open 
Asheville, N. C.; 17, Valdosta, Ga.; June 28 following the completion of 
13, six days, Dancing Campus, N. Y. | alterations. 

World’s Fair. ‘ | Davis will make his summer head- 

Duke Ellington, June 15, Mystic , quarters at Newport, R. I., where his 
Knight Club, Youngstown, O.; 11, | orchestra is skedded to play several 
Aud., Asheville, N. C. of the most important social affairs. 

Ted Lewis, June 1, Lake Milton, 
Palmyra, O. 

Ray Noble, July 2, Park Highlands, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Ranny Weeks, June 29, four weeks, 
Claridge hotel, Memphis. 

Bob Zurke, June 8, Sunnybrook 
B., Pottstown, Pa.; 11, Iren Club, 
Dalias, Pa. 














LARRY TAYLOR LEAVES PAR 


Larry Taylor, vocalist, with the 
Charlie Barnet: band, was forced out 
of the Barnet show at the Para- 
|mount theatre, N. Y., last week by 
ja stomach ailment. He played the 
|first day’s performance and one of 


ithe second before dropping out. 
George Olsen, June 1, Strand, the- Barnet opened her Wednesday 
atre, Cumberland, Md.; 3-4, Columbia | (59) a eres 


theatre, Erie, Pa.; 7, week, Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit; 26, Colonial Hotel 
B., Roesester, Ind. 

Ray Noble, June 30, Trocadero, 
Wichita, Kas.; July 2, Forrest Park 
Highlands, St. Louis, Mo. 

George Hall, July 7, Elberta Beach, 
Cleveland. 

Slim Gaillard, June 7-8, Arcade 
theatre, Salisbury, Md.; 11-12, Plaza 
theatre, Milford, Del.; 14-15, Strand 
theatre, Cumberland, Md. 

Henry Busse, June 29, Paramount 
theatre, Hammond, Ind. 


Late last fall Taylor was on his 
way to audition for a singing job 
with Johnny McGee’s band when a 
motor crash knocked him into dis- 
| card. 











THE SONG 


IF | HAD MY WAY 


Obviously must be great to be 
featured concurrently in both 
these * * * films. 


RKO beets Now 








SUIT IS SETTLED 





Consolidated Action Vs. Morris In- 
volved Russ Morgan 








Consolidated Radio Artists’ suit | 
against the Wm. Morris agency for 
allegedly submitting Russ Morgan’s 
band for bookings without the sanc- 
tion of CRA was settled out of court. 
Morgan is under contract to CRA, 
who objected to Morris agency’s 
booking of a date for Morgan at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago. 

Peacemaker amounted to a written 
agreement by Wm. Morris not to 
concern itself in any way in the fu- 
ture with any of CRA’s outfits. 





MERLE OBERON 
GEORGE BRENT 


PAT O'BRIEN 
‘TIL WE 





KENDIS’ RECORDINGS 


Sonny Kendis who has only a sex- : 
tet at the Beachcomber, N. Y., nitery, | 
comprising himself at the piano, and 
two reeds, one brass, traps and bass, 
is also rehearsing with a larger band 
for recording. 

Kendis has arranged for many 
Victor bands and his past associa- 
tions with Eli Oberstein, when at 
RCA Victor, may take Kendis into 
the Varsity-Royale brands for wax- | 
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Hint of a Hit Defers Lombardos’ 
Disposition to Sell Olan Music Co. 





Guy Lombardo and his family 
partners in the Olman Music Corp. 
have withdrawn the publishing firm 
from the market after having talked 
terms with such prospects as Jack 
Robbins and Henry Spitzer. The de- 
cision not to sell was made when 


the Lombardo family discovered that 
it had a possible hit in the house, 
namely, ‘I Can’t Love You Any More 
Than I Do.’ 

The partner contingent, which: in- 
cludes Mrs. Guy Lombardo, were 
yeiting tired of consistently shelling 
out for the support of the firm when 
suddenly some substantial orders for 
‘TI Can't Love You’ started to drift in. 
Last week the sales reached the 2,- 
000-copy point and it was agreed 
that the time not to sell was when 
a gusher showed signs of coming 
home. 





Sylvia Suarez of Cuba 
In New York Learning 


Tune Ballyhoo Tricks, 





Sylvia Suarez, head of Jack Rob- 
bins’ new ‘Havana firm, a seperate 
entity called Robbins Music Co. of 
Cuba, which publishes not only his 
but the Miller and Feist stuff in that 
country, is making her first business 
visit to N.Y. She is studying the 
Robbins Music business setup and 
especially in relation to filmusic ex- 
ploitation, as and when it arises in 
Cuba. In Havana, she makes her 
headquarters in the Metro exchange, 
thus closely tieing in with the pic- 
ture end on that phase of it, since 
Metro controls the Robbins-Feist- 
_ Miller music interests. 

Title song from ‘Balalaika’ is her 
first venture. Native lyrics were 
written especially by Julio Brito, 
bandJeader at the Eden Concert, 
Havana nitery, and a brother of Al- 
fredo Brito, Latin maestro known in 
New York. Former Brito will do 
special wordage on all Robbins songs 
for the local editions. 


BROWN & HENDERSON 
BILLING IS CLEAR 


Lew Brown and Ray Henderson 
have obtained release of their cor- 
porate name, Brown & Henderson, 
Inc., from Max Dreyfus preliminary 








to their entry into the publishing | 


business. Bernard L. Miller is doing 
the incorporating for them. 

Brown & Henderson tag was con- 
trolled by the Crawford Music Corp., 
which was _ originally DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson. The B & H 
setup remained dormant in that it 
never took out a copyright or pub- 
lished a song. 





Grier Opens Saltair 


Salt Lake City, May 28. 

Jimmy Grier with his orchesira 
will open the season tonight (29) at 
Saltair Beach Resort, 20 miles from 
here. Grier’s one-night stand opens 
a season of touring bands. Starting 
May 30, Sterling Young will begin a 
short engagement. 


Policy has been established of free | 


admission to all ladies arriving at 
1esort by electric train. This does 
not include the dance concession, 
however. 





YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


LOVER COME 
BACK T0 ME 





ONE KISS 


Both featured in the score of 
the M-G-M Film “New Mcon” 
with Jeanette MacDonald and 
Nelson Eddy. 


HARMS, INC. 


RCA Bidg. New York, N. Y. 








Muggsy Spanier to Crosby 


Muggsy Spanier drops his small 
jazz combination within the next 
week to join the Bob Crosby band. 
He'll replace trumpeter Howard 
Smith. 

Currently at the Blackhawk Cafe, 
Chicago, Crosby is replaced there 
Saturday (1) by Blue Barron. 


NEBRASKA LAW 
APPEAL LIKELY 


Lincoln, May 28. 

Before July 1 it is expected the 
appeal to the U. S. supreme court 
| from the Federal court decision find- 
ing Nebraska's anti-ASCAP legisla- 
tion of 1937 inoperative, will be 
made. Atty. Gen. Walter Johnson 
said this week the possibility is very 
| strong that appeal will be made, and 


it is known that his office is pres- 
,ently busying itself with the case, 
readying it to lay before the high 
bench for review. Early in July, 
the 90 days allowed after the Federal 
district court decision, to take ac- 
tion, will expire. 

When the William Hotz-conducted 
state case went in favor of ASCAP, 
there seemed almost no chance that 
this particular anti-ASCAP legal 
struggle could go further, for the 
reason that the same 1937 legislature 
| which passed it and made it a law, 
iforgot to lay aside enough money 
| to protect it in the clinches with 
|the courts. However, Johnson made 
ja trip to Washington not long ago, 
; studied the utterances of the high 
court in the Ethyl gasoline patents 
|and copyright case, presumably se- 
;cured Justice Department interest 
jand money, and now says there’s an 
,80-20 chance of the appeal. 
| In spite of the presence of many 
;other anti-ASCAP measures on 
| State statute books, the Nebraska 
|case was first to be tested on its 
‘merits, and the point in taking it on 
up. if unable to secure a reversal 
on the lower court, is to find in the 
‘Supreme Court’s opinion just how 
|far a state legislature may go in 
furthering radio against the music 
;copyright pool. 

Hotz, after the decision, filed for 
new trial, taking issue with the 
istand of the three-judge court— 
|Munger, Gardiner and Donohoe— 
claiming they read into the bill the 
|} meaning that the legislature was 
|seeking to rob copyright holders, 
|which, he claimed, was erroneous. 
He submitted affidavits of 22 legis- 
|lators of the 1937 who voted for it, 
,in which they claimed to have been 
concerned only with ‘monopolistic’ 
practices. Judges, saying each por- 
; tion of the bill was worded to lean 
on other portions to the extent that 
no part of the Nebraska law could 
stand without some other part, ruled 
it inoperative and unconstitutional. 




















‘Between’ Song In Suit 
Between Writers and MG 


A $50,000 song plagiarism suit 
against Metro, on file for over a | 
year in N.Y. sttpreme court, but| 
heretofore not disclosed, was re- 


vealed Monday (27) when the plain- | 
tiffs, Mabel Wayne and Neville Flee- | 
json, applied to the court to examine} had been under the impression that 


the defendant through a responsible 
officer, before trial. The application 
will be heard June 5. 

The song involved is ‘Betwixt and 
Between,’ written by the plaintiffs in 


November, 1937, for Judy Garland. | 


It is claimed that after an agreement 
had been reached with the defend- 
| ant to use the song, the director of 
ithe picture,» which is not named, 
' wrote a song called ‘In Between’ us- 
ing similar lyrics, which was used. 
| Metro's defense claims that the 
plaintiffs’ song was not original. 





Teddy Wilson’s 14 Now Six 
Teddy Wilson's rebuilt band which 
' has shrunk from 14 to six pieces may 
| go into Kelly's Stabies, New York, 
| for its starting date. 
| It’s composed of Ernie Powell, 
|sax: Jimmy Hamilton, clarinet; 
Frank Galbraith, trumpet; Eddie 


| 
| 


Doughtery, drums; Pop Foster, bass, | each of these spots by the Weems | 


‘and Wilson on piano. 


| Ay,’ rated as one of the more val- | 


| writer's 


he Get Milwaukee 
_ Union to Lift the Rule 


Milwaukee, May 28. 
That a group of determined wo- 
men generally get what they go 
after, even from the hardboiled Mil- 
waukee Musicians’ association, Local 


No. 8, AFM (AFL) was demon- 
strated Wednesday (22) when the 
union permitted an organist to play 
for a fashion show at the Milwaukee 
Auditorium in connection with the 
national convention of the General 
Federation of Women’s clubs. Union 
rule is that no less than 11 musicians 
may be used at a time in the big 
hall, and the officials notified Miss 
Francis Bemis, director of the show, 
that Lyman Nellis, an organist she 
had engaged, would not be per- 
mitted to play unless 10 additional 
musicians. were also employed. The 
clubwomen appealed to Mayor Carl 
F. Zeidler, and Volmer Dahlstrand, 
head of the union, was finally pre- 
vailed upon to let the organist play. 

‘We're just as civic minded as any- 
one,’ said Dahlstrand, ‘so we agreed 
to let the organist go on, although it 
violated our agreement.’ 

A month ago, however, the union 
refused to break its rule for the in- 
auguration of the mayor and the 
program of organ music planned for 
that occasion had to be omitted. 


MUSIC PLUGS 
NOT IN TUNE 
WITH WAR 


Plugging end of the sheet music 
business is going through one of the 
worst disappointment periods in re- 
cent years. Professional managers 


say that the past two weeks has been 
doubly depressive to them. The av- 
erage person may have been plunged 
into an indigo mood by events in 
Europe but songpluggers have had 
not only this to dishearten them but 
the circumstance that one scheduled 
plug after another has been knocked 
by special broadcasts having to do 
with the war. 

If it hasn’t been a suddenly booked 
program dealing with some phase 
of the war, it’s been a broadcast on 
the subject of defense or some poli- 
tician with a party-angled point of 
view on this or kindred topics. That 
has meant the elimination of many 











previously scheduled dance band 
broadcasts. 
One professional manager last 


Monday (27) was informed that seven 
plugs on two new numbers that he 
had set for that day had become 
void because of sudden shifts in 
schedules. 


E. B. Marks Diverts Old 
Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-De-Ay’ 








Carl Fischer Reduces 


Albany, N. Y., May 28. 

Carl Fischer, Inc., New York, has 
reduced its capital stock from $400,- 
000 to $300,000. Instead of a total of 
23,000 shares, with 20,000 common at 
$5 par value, and 3,000 preferred at 
$100 par value, new figure is 22,000 
shares. A decrease of 1,000 preferred 
shares has been made. 
Gilbert & Gilbert were filing at- 
torneys. 


ASCAP SEIZURE 
HEARING TODAY 


Argument on the motion by the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers to quash the 
subpoena issued by the anti-trust 
division of the U. S. Department of 
Justice for the Society's files and 
records will be argued today (29) 
before Judge Henry W. Goddard in 


the N. Y. federal court. The pro- 
ceedings will be confined to the 
judge’s chamber. 

Judge Goddard is conversant with 
the principles involved in the 
Justice Department move since he 
presided over the trial of a Govern- 
ment action against ASCAP in 1935. 
Counsel for the Department shelved 
this one while in the middle of the 
presentation of its case. 


Alberti, Ex-Berlin Music 
Pub, Now in Australia 


Victor Alberti, refugee music pub- 
lisher from Berlin, who tried it for a 
while in Amsterdam, with little suc- 
cess, is now in the literary agency 
field in Melbourne, Australia. He 
arrived there recently with his wife 
and their younger daughter. 

In former years Alberti was an in- 
fluential music publisher in Germany 
and his contacts with the American 

















Actor Ed East, With 12 Plugs a Week, 
Is Courted by, and Kids, ASCAP Firms 














































An oddity in song plugging history 
has beeen created by Ed East’s pres- 
ent contract with the Pepsi-Cola 
company whereby he does two sep- 
arate five-minute musical programs 
en WJZ and WEAF, respectively, six 
nights a week, or a total of 12 plugs. 
This circumstance alone has kept 
East’s own song, ‘Good Evening,’ on 
the most played list for the past 11 
weeks and meantime he is much 
courted by the music houses because 
he also plays a minimum of 12 cur- 
rent numbers weekly. And has other 
programs on NBC besides his Pepsi- 
Cola pair, 

East has been good naturedly 
complaining to contactmen for 
ASCAP firms that approach him for 
plugs as he has been repeatedly 
turned down for ASCAP member- 
ship. Meantime Robbins has just 
taken his 15th number, ‘The Nickle 
Man,’ written in collaboration with 
Harold Adamson. Starting Monday 
(20) he replaced ‘Good Evening’ 
with ‘Nickle Man’ as the signature 
song on his Pepsi-Cola program. 
East kids the pluggers that he’s good 
enough to help them with their 
ASCAP point ratings, but not good 
enough to be an ASCAP member. 


DEMAND 50¢c 
DISCS PAY 2c 
ROYALTY 


Several major publishers have dee 
cided to stop issuing licenses for the 
50c-record put out by the Columbia 
Phonograph Corp. unless a royalty 
of 2c is forthcoming. Latter has 
been paying the same royalty, 1%se 
for the 50c brand as applies for the 
35c disc. 
Warner Bros, group some time ago 
insisted upon this 2c royalty, but 
when the rest of the trade continued 
to accept 1%c it abandoned this 
stand. 














Johnny Caseales changing his pro- 
fessional name to Johnny Richards 
and moving into the Casa Manana, 





music execs were important. 


Culver City, Calif., June 7. 
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From Vogel’s Control 





Jerry Vogel has lost the sales and | 
| other rights to “‘Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-De- 
uable plug tunes from an older | 
generation. 
was about to expire, E. B. Marks got | 
in touch with the estate holding the | 
copyright and with the aid of a $500 
advance obtained the rights to the 
song for the rest of its copyright re- 
newal life. 

For a long time the music trade 





i this number was in the public do- 
main. Vogel quietly conducted a 
|check in Washington, traced the 
estate and suddenly in- 
| formed the industry that he held an ' 
exclusive sales contract on ‘Ta-Ra- 
| Ra-Boom-De-Ay.’ 





| 
| Weems Airs From Road | 


| Chicago, May 28. | 
| Ted Weems orchestra goes out for | 
some road work and the ‘Bezt the 
‘the Band’ broadcasts for General 
| Mills will be aired from Eastwood 
i Park in Detroit on June 2, and from 
| Cedar Point, Ohio, on June 9. 

Garry Moore, m.c., announcer Ford | 
'Pearson and producer Lloyd Harris . 
| will make the weekly jaunt for the | 
air show which will be coupled with 
ithe dance dates and week stands at 


| orchestra. 


While Vogel’s contract |° 
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Night Club Reviews 





| Pirates’ Den, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 24. 
Don Dickerman’s pirate crew of 
40, Max Fiddler's Orch (6); $2 min- 








RIVIERA 


(FORT LEE, N. J.) 


Fort Lee, N. J., May 23. 


‘Maid in America’ staged by Ches- 
ter Hale; features Mary Raye 
Naldi, Danny Kaye, Tamara, Ames 
& Arno, Chester Hale Girls (16) 
Leo Reisman and Pancho Orch; 
minimum or cover. 





As sure as spring, comes Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera to bejewel the Jersey 
end of the George Washington 
Bridge. Its opening (23) has be- 
come a yearly May event, but un- 
fortunately its floorshow production 
also appears to be following a set 
formula. This naturally’ invites 
comparisons—and this year’s show, 
staged by Chester Hale, falls short 
of last year’s. 

Its shortcomings are all the more 
surprising, too, because the pattern 
is almost exactly the same. The one 
difference is this production's deuc- 
ing Ames and Arno, mixed comedy 
team, who evidently also spell the 
difference in the show's compari- 
tive impression. Usually surefire, 
the knockabout team is either mis- 
spotted in this layout, or else was 
working much too slowly opening 
night. They almost murdered one 
another, but waited for laughs be- 


tween each act of mayhem or pratt- - 


fall instead of following through for 
concurrent results. 

It's also possible that Ames and 
Arno are a little too lowdown in 
comedy to follow the classy opening 
toe routine of the 16 Chester Hale 
dancers, although it’s figured the 


surprise element should counter this. | 
The chorus, incidentally, is fully up | 
to the beaut standards this spot set | 
'seems to have improved since last ' 
| caught by this reviewer at the Para- | 
| mount theatre, N. Y.. is bidding for 
dancing patronage during the Iater 


in the past, besides beimg an ex- 
pertly trained terping unit. They're 
on for three routines, all very well 
costumed, and the strongest is the 
closing conga, which evolves into 
four of the femmes dancing with 
male Latin partners. 

Danny Kaye, young comedian- 
graduate from the borscht circuit, 
continues his momentum to the top 
here. He was first recognized on 


and recently clicked at the intime 
La Martinique on 57th street (N. Y.). 
This is his first test in a spacious 
nitery and he’s coming through with 
flying colors, the opening night mob 
forcing him into several encores. 
He’s a zaney-type comic, using 
special material written by his wife. 
who accomps on the piano. 
fectious life-of-the party stuff and 
done with a seasoned finesse that be- 
lies Kaye’s apnarent youth. Two 
specials particularly stand out, the 
impression of a stuttering Russian 
concert singer, suffering from a cold, 
singing ‘Dark Eves,’ and that about 
the protese of the Russian director 
Stanislavsky. 


Mary Raye and Naldi are hold- 
overs from last year’s presentation 
here and apparently just as wel- 
This ballroom team is now 
rated one of the best in the business 
it’s not phoney approbation. 
They've got the stuff, both in looks 
are 
flashv and graceful, with the dancing 


come. 
and 
Their 


and dancing. tricks 


_ bidding for some of the popularity of 


$3.90 | coosation the spot, took over, 


| leading days, and so is no novice at 


| plenty roomy. F 


| Rochelle, N. ¥. Long driveway is | ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
‘shared with the Forest Hill Field beaten path and last was tenanted 


Broadway in ‘The Strawhat Revue’ ‘Un from some of his excellent writ- 


It’s in- | 


‘imum Saturday, $1.50 other nights. 

Don Dickerman knows his Pirates’ 
Dens and has been successful in 
their operations in the east. But 
Holiywood is a strange critter and 
isn't so gullible to such shenanigans 


Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook at 
nearby Cedar Grove. 

The three spots are pretty much 
in the same area, no more than five 
miles separating 'em, the Evergreen | 


being that distance closer to N. Y- as are provided by the synthetic 
and along the same route taken tO buccaneers. On opening night part- 
the Meadowbrook. Until Joe Rines, ner Rudy Vallee ‘there's a dozen of 


currently 
the 
place was owned and run _ spas- 
modically by a local moneybags who 
is said to have sunk some $100,000 
or more into it over a period of 
years. Rines, who ran restaurants 
in Boston, ete., prior to his band- 


ex-bandleader, who's them) let the customers know that 


Dickerman doesn't like the idea of 


neon tubes. If he can put it over 
he will have pervormed some kind 
of a miracle. Cinematand is made 


tertained by 
least. 


; S ; names, 
nitery operation, is fronting for a 


syndicate. Van Alexander, = cur- The estab, as is, is full of novelty 
rently featured, waxes for U. S. and pirate gags. That should bring 
Record. them in for a time, but what of the 

Situated atop a hill, with large repeaters? After all they're the 


spenders, and just blase enough not 
to keep coming back for the same 
the place is bound to draw atten- old thing. It’s fun of a rowdy sort 
tion from motorists passing on the but the beach resorts are full of 
Belleville Turnpike below. Too, it!such gimmicks and they get small 
will be serviced with Mutual, CBS play from the coterie of folding- 


electric signs and trees decorated 
with clusters of colored light bulbs, 


and WMCA, N. Y., wires. Spot seats money prowlers. 

approximately 450 and is laid out That crew of 40 pirates and six 
somewhat along the lines of the dames in garish’ getup’ (mostly 
Meadowbrook except that the for- | waiters and other menials) run up 


no small nut. Spot accommodates 
350 and most drinks go for 50c. 
Dinner play is negligible in this 
| kind of a layout. To come out okay 
Though reminiscent of Meadow- | Dickerman will have to keep the 
brook in the interior, the entrance, | arKeeps plenty busy. Another item 


mer has no balcony. Plans are be- 
ing made to enlarge eventually to a 
1,000-1,200 capacity. Dance floor is 


/varking field and canopied walk to , 20t to be overlooked is the location. 
the building itself are almost identi- | SPot has opened and closed more 


cal with Glen Isl : |times than a borrowed copy of 
n Island Casino, New is on dee 
Club, golf course which has been the | by the White Elephant, which was 
scene of the Metropolitan Open golf "0 ™Msnomer. , 
tourney this week. | ee ne a ie 
> 5 ‘ship may help for a while bu e 
Alexander's orchestra, which type attracted by this lure will be 
scared off by the two-bueck mini- 
mum. And that’s the gang that does 
its howling on Saturday night. 


“ : é J ‘Dickerman first interested his 
hours, while Rines is turning out an \‘protege,’ Vallee, in the enterprise, 


draw a more monied dinnes rower |crooner talked it up to many of his 
Alexander’s group of three rhythm, | sige Me wl in ge Ig hows 
four sax, three trumpets and one 
trombone turns out some pretty 


solid stuff under arrangements that | MacMurray, Tony Martin, Joumy 


| Weicsmuller, Errol Flynn, Ken Mur- 
pees - |ray and Vic Erwin. For the open- 
saa” ae a = potiry a eng ite | ing only Vallee and Murray were on 
rhythm stuff and is flexible enough a oo on recht —— 
to swing to the other extreme. to the belief of the night owls tha’ 
Butch Stone, saxist, is plenty per- | tie beys haven't got enough att 
sonable on song novelties, cutting up | the > + tt pA on he yoo 
| all over the bandstand in an easy | aan ee ripe ganon 
|assured maner to set him in solid celebs plunked se 
with listeners. Phyllis Kenny han- ba > he ae, vn “tha pte ‘old 
dles pops, ete. She's a neat looker ickerman is using the sa 
with an okay styl Wood gags that he’s employed in his other 
Yee oe. dens. Dames are tossed into the 
brig’ and mock hangings are staged. 
Off to one side, for a quarter, one 
can toss six ginger ale bottles. at 
dummy pirates. Out on the floor 
pirates rassle and go through other 
forms of hossplay. Room is so full 
Chicago, May 24. of posts that neck-craning becomes 


Charles Baum Orch (12), Don! to tiresome for what 

tage oe ae 4 ie —<- | o_o the layout and 
arines : > i 

ye es 3), Bob Dasend, "Gass tossing a posy at Dickerman for giv- 


Stone, Merriel A ing him his first big break, Vallee 
sa wae Seeere SENS. told of the partnership of’stars. Said 


EMPIRE ROOM, CHI 


(PALMER HOUSE) 














ae ‘ latter unabashed ‘°. and then I 
Dignity and sober entertainment | approached nine other important 
make the Empire Room a safe place |people. Was that a slip? He’s 


to offstaze disked choral singing and | th | your aunt for dinner or sup-| still the master showman, however, 


a recitation of ‘Svlvia’ sans music | 
Opening night 
they were forced to encore time and 
exhaustion 


being very striking. 


again, appearing near 
when they finally bowed off. 
Tamara carries the show's 


to pay attention. 
‘Say It,’ 


Eyes,’ which she 
ing and clattering abate. 


an encore, ‘Imagination.’ 


as 


revertoire, 


Leo Reisman’s orch is plaving the 
with Pancho’s 
Both 


show and doubling 
con’a crew for the dancing. 
bends turn in excelent jobs. 


Ovening nicht'’s tan here was $7.50 ftom ‘New Moon.’ Miss Bradley tries | 
per nerson for the dinner, but from 
there on the minimum is consider- 
; There is ro cover. Every- 
thing about the place makes it an 
evening well snent. esnecially in the Arnolds, who make good with a solid | 
wermer months. desvite the >fore- 


ahly less, 


mentioned foults, - Scho. 


CLUB EVERGREEN 


(BLOOMFIELD, N. J.) 











Bloomfield, N. J., May 24. 
Van Alexander Orch (12) 
Butch Stone, Phyllis Kenny. 





One of the newer spots in north- 
New Jersey and Westchester, 
N. Y., that have sprung up with |!" 
name band policies, the Club Ever- | With a conga. 
have too much 


ern 


green ‘ shouldn’t 


vocal 
end, but had a tough time getting 
the noisy opening-night attendance 
i Her first number, 
doesn’t seem’ to suit her 
style especially and this may have 
been the reason she didn’t fully hold 
the crowd. A French tune followed, 
but not until ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
mtroduced in 
‘Roberta’ on Broadway, did the talk- 
It won her 

A looker 

with a fine voice. Tamara should fit 
me this snot nicely after readjusting her 


with | 


harles Baum orchestra fits\ and were his name stuck out front 
perfectly with that atmosphere; his is| as appearing nightly the spot would 
a society band, playing for upper-| have no worries. But he’s going east 
crust functions and the older and soon with his radio show and that 
more solid folk. {isn’t gonna help any unless the 
Tunes are not too new. not too! others drop around occasionally. 
brash; Viennese waltzes, show tunes| Murray can’t do it all while Vallee 
of many years’ standing, played with | is away. 
plenty of softness, background the! Music is by Max Fiddler, who has 
outfit. For such places as the St. been in this spot before. Mostly 
Regis (N. Y.), the Palmer house, and trick stuff, as for instance his lead- 
the Mark Hopkins (Frisco), Baum’s| ing the crew while rocking in a 
band is highly suitable. In smaller | chair. Jackie Cooper was on hand 


‘cities, or in so-ealled lower-class for the opening so that meant the 
spots, Baum would have to unloose!tegular drummer wasn’t _ over- 
a few peppier chords, step out with worked. Helm. 
some fresher populars to ‘make ica aaaiae 2 

friends with the dancers. But es- HOTEL ASTOR ROOF 
sentially Baum has a band that is a 

pleasure to listen to. Leader pianos (NEW YORK) 





neatly, too. | 
Singing Marines (eight) warble| .Tommy Dorsey Orch (16), with 
‘Road to Mandalay’ and croon back- | Connie Haines, Pied Pipers (4), Top 
ground harmony for Blanche Brad-| Hatters (2) Callahan Sisters (2), 
‘ley, who scores best with a medley | Frank Sinatra; Hibbert, Burr and 
LaRue; 75c. and $1 cover. 
Arturo Toscanini is a longtime 
friend of F. A. Mueschenheim, 


extremely hard and exhibits satis- | 
factory pipes, though her high notes 
tend towards screech. 


From vaudeville are the Three 


maintains an apartment there as a 
Bata agg doing especially well | etre a "le Gaieie in pee 
Dt : eir three-high work. Bob at Tommy Dorsey's preem atop the 
onree as og Biren jveger, 'Astor Roof. Latter reverentially 
Manin _ in tals type of room. ! asked Tosky, ‘What do you think of 
anipulates clubs, bouncing balls! our music, maestro’, to which Tos- 
eee oa up with novelty bit, jug- canini is said to have replied, ‘I 
/siing a plate, rolled napkin and an jike it very much, excepting that it’s 
; apple which he nips during the rota- , too loud.’ ‘ 
‘tion until it’s entirely consumed. Which about sums up the situa- 
Garry Stone mcs well enough. | tion, certainly more expertly and 
Merriel Abbott Dancers continue to, authoritatively than any VARIETY 
| be one of the youngest and freshest | criticism. 
looking groups of girls in show busi-| Dorsey seems have gone almost 
ness. On show caught they turned | completely jazzband. Instead of ‘the 
in a sailor acro number and finished | sentimental gentleman of — swing’ 
: that he was rightfully proud to bill 
In view of the Latin terp fad, the | himself, his five reeds, three trom- 


trouble catching on. Along with the | Empire Room now has a rhumba_ bones (not counting his own inter- 


Chatterbox, which started a similar band as the second orchestra. 


It’s mittent contributions), four trum- 


policy two weeks ago with Dick | Don Francisco’s, and it plays excel-| pets, traps (Buddy Rich), bass and 


Stabile’s orchestra—tatter is being 
replaced Wednesday night (29) by 
Harry James—the . Evergreen. . is. 


j lent dance and music sessions though piano really blare it out. True, the 
| it’s only a four-piece aggregafion. |far reaches of the elongated Hotel 
; Nay Gold. (Astor Roof in Times Sq. call for no 


‘vee “ee, 


"Inside Stuff—Music 


Well wishing jokesters got in several good innings at the Tommy Dor- 
sey opening at the Astor Hotel, N. Y., last Tuesday (21). While Dorsey 
was making an announcement over the p.a. system four telegraph mes. 
senger boys brushed him aside and began singing ‘Happy opening to you, 
ete.—from Brother Jimmy. It was sent by Billy Burton, Jimmy Dorsey's 
manager. Latter’s band is currently at the Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 

Shortly after Jack White, Pat Harrington and Frankie Hires, quartet 
of gag men from the Club 18, eased themselves in front of the same mike 
and did a takeoff on the messenger boys but reversing the lyrics to read 


i 








a floor show in the den, and he’s the | 
headman, both in the grotto and the | 


‘Happy closing to you, etc.—from Rockwell-O’Keefe to you.’ 
P.S. Latter org books Jimmy while Musie Corp, of America books 
Tommy. 


For sentimental and reasons of merit, two posthumous works by Dr. 





up of names and they like to be en- | 
of a sort at) 


Will Grosz the was ‘Hugh Williams’ when tunesmith:ne in London 
before coming to America about a year ago), are getting extensive 
radio and other performances. They're ‘In An Old Dutch Garden’ (Chap- 
pell) and the last thing he did, ‘Make-Believe Island’ (with Charles and 
Nick Kenry) for Miller. é 

The Kennys are under a $200 weekly drawing account from Feist, but 
the Robbins-Feist-Miller setup permits their stuff to be shifted into any 
other catalog, as occasion warrants. Thus, this time was slotted into Miller 
to bolster that catalog. 

Robbins Music just paid Metro another $40,000 installment, advanced at 
the time of the Miller Music acquisition. Latter firm embraces a number 
of catalogs, including Sherman-Clay and Vincent Youmans, Inc. Within 
the past year Robbins has paid back $180,000 all told to Metro, this inttud- 
ing a $100,000 installment on the Fest purchase and a previous 40 grand 
for Miller. The second $40,000 makes $80,000 and paid off on Miller, with 
$20,000 yet to go. 

Robbins Music Corp., as the parent company, owns the Leo Feist, Inc. 
and Miller Music, Inc. firms. Metro, in turn, owns 51% of Robbins, 





Both Mary Martin, for Decca, and Lee Wiley, for Liberty Music Shops, 
have gotten out special albums of Cole Porter songs. Both comprise eight 
sides on four 10-inch disks, the songs also being nearly the.same selections. 

Musical accomp for Miss Martin’s series was Ray Sinatra, and Paul’ 
Wetstein, arranger for Tommy Dorsey, batoned for Miss Wiley. 





Dave Franklin, whose novelty songs including ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke 
Down,’ ‘Not Yet,’ ‘Must See Annie,’ etc., usually has some horse owner 
name a nag after these pops, and just as usually they come in winners. 
Franklin's latest, ‘Not Yet,’ had a2 starter the other day and automatically 
Franklin placed a bet on it, forgetting until the bookmaker advised he’d 
won. 








the effort | 


owner of the Hotel Astor, and also | 


Riding the crest of the congarumba vogue, Enric Madriguera, who 


' switched his band away from the Latin, on the theory it was handicapping 
| him and limiting his field, is now back into that ‘continental’ idiom, finding 


|now carries the names of Jimmie | it to be an asset. 
| Fidler, Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Fred | Th 2 Dae 





subtlety, but the sitter-outers don't muted brass, soft saxes and easye 
need the cacophony, and the active rhythm, and provides plenty of in- 
| hoofers on the floor have long since centive to dance. Holding in doesn’t 
| evidenced their endorsement of the seem to bother the playing either. 
| Dorsey style of sweet swing. Some bands sound stiff and off their 
| Management. has surrounded the feed when held down. ; 

Only time the outfit lets go is 
during broadcasts. It looses the 
reins with a pre-broadcast apology 
and explanation by Chester that it’s 


i band with a generous show, some of 
it, of course, culled from Dorsey’s 
own stock company. The Pied 
Pipers (4), three of them boys, open 
with ‘Oh Johnny’ in versions to end necessary for good pickup: and_bal- 
all ‘Johnny’ revivals, including ance. A sax-playing leader, Ches- 
Scotch, Dutch and Russian. ter seems to have passed up soloing 
The Top Hatters (2) are a whirl- in front of the outfit, to run his 
wind skating combo, with some dar- playing into ensemble with the other 
ing up-side-down work on the roll-| four horns. Its @ good move. 
ers. Betty’s handkerchief pickup | Strengthens the unit to a powerful 
trick is a bit of a thriller and they , five that impress as one of the clean- 
make their four minutes count ail est and best around. Three trume 
the way. pets, two trombones, a solid section, 
Connie Haines’ swing-singing cycle and fouc rhythm complete the setup, 
starts with ‘Little Brown Jug,’ thence _ Dolores O’Neill handles the vocals, 
‘Boog It.’ But Dorsey has yet to get Voice is okay enough, but she’s ine 
a vocal-interluder to par his origi- | clined to bite off lyrics, which some- 
nal girl, Edythe Wright. times makes her stuff not as clear 
| Callahan Sisters (2) with hard- and understandable as it should be. 
|shoe taps.are a mediocre interlude. Joe and Betty Lee, dancing. pair 
| Dorsey gives Frank Sinatra a big Offering ballroom terps of a caliber 
| buildup as a vocal potential but his beyond their apparent lean years, 
'‘Say It’ and ‘Imagination’ are con- | were in here for one night, at the 
| ventional tenoring. Sinatra has a Bob Chester orchestra's press open- 
nice face, and with poise and ma- ing Friday, (17), and because of 
turity, should begin to emulate his the impression they made may stay 
patron’s fond hopes Yor him. The Nn. Besides a series of fairly pol- 
Pied Pipers quartet join Sinatra for ished routines, team has an enor- 
'Tll Never Smile Again,’ good new Mous appeal in its fresh, youthful 
ballad, wherein Dorsey's mellow ®@ppearance and an obvious liking 
trombone first asserts itself. for the work. Both are heavy on 
Come Hibbert, Bird and LaRue 800d looks and costuming enhances 
(New Acts) with the first good ; Datural appeal. Girl decked out in 
switch on the hokum ballroomology floor length red evening gown and 
|cycle, chalking up a neat personal boy in evening clothes. Wood. 
score. Buddy Rich, another Dorsey pari ag rae 
protege, who is featured at the LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 
| drums, is given a solo spot up front 











| at the portable traps, with Sy 
Oliver’s arrangement of ‘Quiet Jerry Lester, Yvette, Carol King, 
Please.” That’s what the customers Val Olman (8) and Fausto Cor- 


keep telling them down at the of-. bello (6) bands; $2 and $3 minimum. 
| fice, but the title is a rank misnomer. 
| It hasn’t been exactly ideal Roof 
weather but the Astor has been do- 
{ing fairly well since Dorsey 
| preemed. He'd do better if he put Danny Kaye as chief funster, and 
the muffler on. Abel. ¥vette, Olman and Corbeilo hold- 
ing over. Latter are the bands; 


‘Yvette a blonde chanteuse, and a 
CASINO-ON-THE-PARK sent was ones much a 
| ae comedy, etc., on the strength of her 
(ESSEX HOUSE, N. Y.) | NBC and now this nitery yoo Fw 
——— | Lester is quite a contrast to Kaye. 
Latter was 99 44/100% pure; Lester 
_is neo-sawdust. But that’s no handi- 
‘cap to his funstering excepting that 
Kaye hit the sophisticated Mar- 
_tinique customers with the force of 
never resorting to anything off-color. 
Lester is Rabelaisian 52d street, with 
| & seesawing effect of being extraordi- 
|narily clever and then militating 
_ against the fine impression just built 
|up. He’s versatile to a degree, doing 
everything from acrobatics to vocal- 
izing. 
f Carol King is a nice dancer, as an 
Group is one of the better newer hors d’oeuvre; Yvette sings in French 
ones, having been formed only last 'and English, in fine mike stance. 
' summer. Since then it has come a, Then Lester, foiling deftly with 
| long way. Though originally a drive maestro Olman. Alternate band, 
| outfit of no mean proportions, though batoned by Fausto Corbello from the 
it did handle ballads in a compara- | keyboard, is one of the best Latin 
| tively soft likeable style, unit has rhythmed combos around. Corbello 
| never been as flexible as the confines is also quite a tunesmith. Running 
the room with Dario is Jimmy + 


| of this room has forced it to be. It 
‘plays smart arrangements with | non, also an ex-dancer. Abe 





Dario’s La Martinique is winding 
up the season in al fresco manner, 
with m.c. Jerry Lester succeeding 





! Bob Chester 
| Dolores O'Neill. 


Orch (14) with 





| Putting an outfit of the type and 
| size of the Bob Chester group into 
'the Essex House’s small room is 
unusual, but it works out. Chester's 
is ordinarily a fairly loud band, and 
i= a spot about half the size of the 
'run of rooms in New York there’s 
| plenty danger in bombing the ears 
off patrons. However, with the ad- 
| dition to the band’s books of softer 
ballads, that fear is eliminated. 
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A.C., Basing Estimates on Florida, 
Looks for Biggest Season in Years’ 





Atlantic City, May 28. 
After a miserably poor winter and 
a series of four pretty bad summers, 
amusement men here expect a big 
season this year. Harvey N. Ander- 


son, theatre operations manager of 
the Wieland-Lewis chain and a con- 
servative fellow, calculates the 1940 
season will be best since 1935, and 
probably exceed that summer. 

He, like others, bases calculations 
on Florida’s season, which was pros- 
perous and unusually long. Local-. 
ites, whose annual life constitutes 
two months of hurry and 10 months 
of worry, have a rather unoriginal 
saying which so far has held good: 
‘As Florida goes, so goes Atlantic 
City.’ 

Another hopeful element is elec- 
tion of energetic new mayor, Tom 
Taggart, who has seized control of 
police, ordered them be more polite 
to visitors, and demonstrated he is 
determined and able to bring town’s 
bickering business and political fac- 
tions together in harmony. In in- 
augural address Tuesday (14) he 
proclaimed town would be _ kept 
liberal to attract visitors, but ‘clean, 
nevertheless.’ 

Taggart will try to induce theatres, 
piers and niteries to keep open 
through September in an effort to 
extend season beyond Labor Day. 
Thinks this can be done in view of 
curtailed European travel, plus 
planned advertising campaign to 
‘Stay for September.’ 

Meanwhile, A. C. officially opens 
for summer Thursday (30), with 
most spots expecting good harvest 
from four-day Decoration Day week- 
end. 

Piers’ Lineups 


Frank Gravatt’s Steel Pier opens 
Thursday with Johnny Green’s orch, 
a few unannounced acts of vaude- 
ville which will depart after first 
day, some Hawaiian divers, and 
Alex Bartha’s band, which will re- 
main all summer again. 

George Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier will open his third summer sea- 
son here with Phil Spitalny’s femme 
band on Thursday, Teddy Powell’s 
orch on Friday and Jan Savit’s on 
Saturday. Eddy Morgan’s band will 
be summer-long standby, as _ for- 
merly, Hamid provides no vaude- 
vile for opening weekend—just 
films in Hippodrome room. 

Max Malamut’s Ritz - Carlton 
Merry-Go-Round bar will continue 
to offer Dick Kuhn’s orch with Mar- 
bella Hendricks. They came down 
from N. Y. Astor hotel last week 
and have been drawing good. Ileana 
(Mrs. Stan Laurel) will headline 
President hotel’s Round the World 
room, with Whitey Varallo’s orch 
and Armen Camp on bill. Swanky 
Traymore plans to elaborate its 
weekend programs, starting Friday 
night (31) with 35-voice choir under 
Joseph Lilly, and highbrow rendi- 
tions by Bill Madden’s orch. 

Hotel Chelsea and Esquire bars 
are basing their summer hopes on 
the ‘Zombi,’ an 11-inch drink that 
costs $1 and is designed to ossify. 
Paddock International expects much 
from an all-gal revue topped by 
Renee DuBois, and its new Oriental 
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chef, Toga Yama from the Miami 
Royal Palms. 

Dude Ranch, vast mass-production 
Boardwalk nitery (nothing over 25c) 


opens for summer Thursday (30) 
with 13-piece cowboy band. The 
proprietor, Tom Endicott, whose 


famed daily newspaper ads are in 
the form of editorials—‘I never drirk 
a drop myself and hope my son 
never does’—will serve as his own 
m.c. again this year and has brought 
two Sioux indians from the west as 
helpers, 


Billy Van’s orch will remain at 
new Music Bar, which had success- 
ful opening last week. Club Nomad, 
one of few hot spots open all year, 
will begin fifth summer season with 
‘Bare-evities of 1940.’ Babette’s 
niterie, run by Danny Stebbins and 
wife, who have just returned from 
Florida season, opens here with Earl 
Lindsay’s All-American Revue and a 
return engagement of the Mac- 
Arthurs. Joseph Briglia’s band and 
Ovanda rhumba orch will alternate 
with continuous music, 


Globe Burlesque house, only one 
in town, will remain dark until late 
June, as will the Garden Pier (legit), 
the Bath and Turf Club, and 500 
Club, 


ARA, AGVA MEET 
TODAY ON PACT 


Artists Representatives Assn. of 
New York held a general member- 
ship meeting last night (Tuesday) at 
the Edison hotel, N. Y., to acquaint 
the organization with-the details of 
ARA’s negotiations thus far with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Both groups entered into a. basic 
agreement a couple of months ago, 
but it’s claimed by the agents that 
AGVA is not fully operating the 
agreement. 


Another meeting is scheduled for 
today (Wednesday) between an ARA 
committee and representatives of 
AGVA regarding means of enforcing 
the basic agreement, which set up a 
system of franchising agents by 
AGVA. 


Last week, for the first time, 
AGVA started recalling franchises it 
is said to have issued indiscrimi- 
nately before the basic agreement 
was reaehed. All agents who signed 
for these were asked to return them 
to AGVA and apply for new ones 
under the ARA agreement. How- 
ever, the matter of AGVA charging 
those agents outside ARA a license 
fee of similar amount to ARA’s dues 
appears to be stalemated. 


ARA agents are becoming insistent 
that AGVA enforce the rule in the 
basic agreement which prevents acts 
from -doing business through un- 
franchised agents. These reps claim 
they are meeting with unfair com- 
petition from the unlicensed 10- 
percenters, who are not bound by 
the agreement to charge only 10% 
commissions and live up to other 
regulatory measures, 


Sherman’s (N. Y.) Broke 


The Sherman Catering Corp., op- 
erators of Sherman’s and Club Lit- 
tle restaurant and nitery, 12 East 
54th street, New York, filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in the 
N. Y. feaeral court Monday (27), 
listing assets of $2,254 and liabilities 
of $39,545. The bankrupt has been 
closed since January 13. 

Of the liabilities $13,855 are se- 
cured and $25,690 unsecured, with 

















wages due totaling $528 to kitchen 
help, waiters, bartenders, etc. 
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WATSON’S ACCIDENT 


Huberts Also Out of Fair’s ‘Paris’ 
Through Iliness 








Milton Watson, in the cast of 
‘Streets of Paris’ at the New York 
World’s Fair Music Hall, was hit 
by an automobile Friday evening 
(24) near Flushing and injured 
enough to put him in Flushing hes- 
pital. Coincidentally, the car was 
driven by a friend of his. He'll be 
out of ‘Paris’ for several days, his 
role being played by one of the 
chorus boys. 

Another disaffection in ‘Paris’ is 
the Frank and Jean Hubert team, 
which dropped out about the same 
time because of the illness of Frank 
Hubert. Paul LaVarre and Booth 
are replacing until Hubert recovers. 


HOTEL N. YER 








American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists reached an agreement Monday 
night (27) with the New Yorker 
hotel, N. Y., for the ice show there. 
It is the first such pact negotiated 
with a hotel. Joe Ehrlich, hotel or- 
ganizer, acted for the union and the 
hotel was represented by General 
Amus, Corp., which books the shows 
there. 

Pact calls for minimums of $75 a 
week for principals, $60 for chorus 
skaters and $45 for chorus dancers. 
Permits two shows nightly, seven 
nights a week, 

AGVA cooperated with the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians on two different 
situations last. week. Agreement was 
concluded ending a brief strike 
against the Barrel of Fun, N. Y., 
after the musicians, who had pre- 
viously settled their own dispute 
with the nitery management, walked 
out again until the spot also settled 
AGVA demands. Management agreed 
and made arrangements to pay off 
the amounts involved, so both strikes 
were ended Saturday (25). 

Other joint action taken by AGVA 
was with the stagehands against the 
President theatre, Bronx, N. Y. Spot 
uses vaude once a week and agreed 
to sign a contract with IATSE after 
AGVA requested the agents with 
whom it has contracts not to book 
the house. In addition to settling 
with the IATSE, the management 
agreed to negotiate a contract with 
AGVA. 

Agreement was also reached Mon- 
day (27) with the management of 
‘Through Forbidden Tibet,’ at the 
World's Fair, after AGVA lodged a 
complaint with the NLRB over the 
alleged discharge of two of its mem- 
bers. Actual terms of a contract 
are to be set this week. 


Sally Rand Wanted 
By Billy Rose for His 
N. Y. Fair Barbary 


The New York World’s Fair is a 
disappointment to at least one fac- 
tion, the cast of Billy Rose’s Bar- 
bary Coast, which folded its nostal- 
gic show Saturday night (25). Abe 
Lyman’s band has also received its 
notice, but continues playing the spot 
until June 6 at least, with the only 
other entertainment being a Ben 
Yost male quartet, dancing and a 
new circular bar. 

Folding of the show because of the 
Barbary Coast’s poor b.o. thus far 
came as a terrific blow to the per- 
formers, who included Joe E. How- 
ard, Fritizi Scheff, Tom Patricola, 
Willie Solar, Clyde Hager, Emma 
Francis, Lucille Johnson, Herman 
Hyde and Co. and Rose Blaine, and 
expected a full summer’s run at the 
Fair. They had moved over intact 
from Billy Rose’s Diamond Horse- 
shoe in N.Y., where they had played 
for 18 months without interruption. 
If not for the Fair, some of ’em feel, 











they might yet be playing in the 
Horseshoe—and perhaps for another 
| year or two to come. 

| Rose is due in from Frisco today 
| (Wednesday), where he went to 
open an Aquacade on Treasure Is- 
land, and will then decide the Bar- 
| bary Coast's future policy. One re- 
| port has it that he’s angling for Sally 
| Rand to top a new show opening 
| around June 15. “It’s possible he may 
|re-engage some of the performers 
| from the old layout, but in any event 
| it won't be nostalgic. So far as he’s 
' concerned, the old-time days don’t 
| spell profits on the Flushing Mea- 
' dows. 


AND AGVA SIGN 


Vaude Acts’ Motor 


Points Up Hazards Of 


Tragedy Again 
Auto Jumps 





L. . LIDO SETS NAME 
LINEUP FOR TEEOFF 








A blowout of a rear tire on an 
old car carrying a vaude troupe to 
a one-night stand at Loew's Globe, 
Bridgeport, Conn., last Saturday (25) 
resulted in the death of Jay Bee 





Following this Memorial wetl~ 
jend’s teeoff for the season, the Lido | 
Club, at Lido Beach, N. Y., will have | 
a $1,500 talent budget exclusive of | 
its bands. For the occasion of the! 
preem under Frank Seiden’s man- | 
agement, however, Jane Pickens, 
Georgie Tapps, Benny Fields, Enric 
Madriguera’s band, Cross and Dunn 
and Don Budge, in a tennis match, is | 
‘the opening series of attractions. 

Preem tomorrow night (Memo- 
‘Trial Day) gives the show an extra- 
long weekend. Henceforth, Milton 
Seiden, of the management family, 
will book two or three acts a week 


via William Morris, MCA and any- 
body else. 


AGVA, TOOTERS 
IN CLOSE TIEUP 


Philadelphia, May 28. 
The Philly unit of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists continued its 
drive to co-operate with locals of the 
American Fedgration of Musicians 
by citing five niteries on their ‘unfair 
list?’ when they found that the spots 
were employing non-union bands. 
The AGVA officials notified the 
owners of the Wagon Wheel and 
Magee’s, both of Darby; Red Hill and 
McLean’s, both of Pennsuken, N. J., 
and the Paddock Club, Atlantic City, 
that unless AFM bands were hired 
all AGVA acts would be forbidden to 
work in the spots. 

The action was in line with the 
campaign carried on by AGVA in| 
Philly spots. Both unlons are work- 
ing in unison. Last week AFM mem- 
bers were ordered to refuse to re- 
hearse any act that didn’t carry an 
AGVA card. : 














(Shriftman), 21-year-old performer, 
and serious injuries to four of the 
other five troupers in the car. One 
of the latter, Max Maurice (and Vin- 
cent) is in such serious condition in 
Stamford hospital that, a checkup 
yesterday (Tuesday) revealed, he is 
not expected to live. 

Maurice’s partner, Vincent, whose 
real name is Abraham Horowitz, is 
also in a critical state in Norwalk 
General hospital. He suffered a 
broken rib, which punctured his left 
lung, and a fractured collarbone. 
Natalie Boyle, dancer, is in the same 
hospital with spinal injuries, a brain 
concussion and numerous lacerations. 
Paul Gerson, also in the Norwalk 
hospital, received a cut head and a 
dislocated shoulder, They were rest- 
ing well on Tuesday, according to 
the hospital. Estelle Shurry, singer 
and sixth member of the troupe, was 
only shaken up and went home. All 
were from New York. 

The accident occurred near New 
Canaan, Conn., with state- police 
trooper George W. Cote venturing 
the theory that Horowitz (Vincent), 
who was driving Maurice’s car, was 
too slight to handle the heavy car 
when the blowout came. The car 
turned over several times and Jay 
Bee, who was sitting in the front 
seat between Horowitz and Maurice, 
received a fractured skull and 
broken neck, dying in an ambulance 
en route to Norwalk. The other 
three were in the back seat. 

Jay Bee was 21, though billed as 
around 17, and had been a profes- 
sional ever since early childhood. 
He is reported to have been the sole 
support of his family, his father be- 
ing an invalid. 

The accident once again points up 
the transportation of vaudeville 
units for nearby N. Y. dates via cars 
owned by actors. Among the one- 
night bookers it’s a known fact that 
many acts are booked only because 
they own automobiles, and it’s not a 
question of how good these acts are, 
but how good the cars are, or how 
many passengers they can carry. 
The act that owns the car usually 
gets a few dollars extra, but never 
more than $10, for transporting the 








Reis Drops 1006 Libel 
Suit vs. Sophie Tucker, 


Suit of Bernard J. Reis, account- 
ant, against Sophie Tucker for $100,- 
000, claiming libel in the Sept. 1, 
1939, issue of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors’ Reporter, was settled 








in N. Y. supreme court. 

Article claimed that Reis made 
misleading and erroneous statements 
concerning the AFA, which he de- 
nied. 


named nationat treasurer 


show. Few are ever licensed as 
common carriers, especially neces- 
sary in interstate commerce, but 
only when a tragedy occurs is this 
brought out. 


Dunn Vice McKee 


and) was 
of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 








Henry Dunn (Cross 


|'by the union’s board Monday (27). 
and discontinued yesterday (Tues.) |He replaces Alex McKee, who took 


the post temporarily when the or- 
ganization was first set up by the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America last summer. 

Change will be effective at once. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(16) with 
Martin, 





Charlie Barnet Orch 
Mary Ann McCall; Tony 
Danny Kaye, Franklin D'Amore, 
Jane Frazer; ‘Typhoon’ (Par), rTe- 
viewed in Varrety May 1. 





Layout at the Paramount this ses- 
sion is one of those that may be fine 
for the matinee trade with its attend- 
ant jitterbugs, but fails to mesh for 
the adult evening audiences. Both 
Charlie Barnet’s orch and Danny 
Kaye are destined to please the 
younger set almost exclusively as 
routined at present. Popularity of 
Tony Martin, on a Broadway return 
engagement, of course, is in no way 
affected by the age of his auditors. 
He’s strictly for the femmes, and | 
there’s none whom he won't please. 

Barnet, his 16-man crew doubling | 
from the nearby Hotel Lincoln, in a 
last-minute substitution for Xavier | 
Cugat, is using virtually the same. 
musical routine he employed when 
caught on the Brandt N. Y. time re-, 
cently. Further handicapped by the 
absence of vocalist Larry Taylor, 
currently ill, there are far too few 
ballads, too much emphasis being on | 
jivey tidbits as ‘Comanche,’ ‘Chero- 
kee’ and “‘Tappin’ at the Tappa. It | 
is now so much cacophony. And 


that’s all the maestro seemingly 
has to offer. More melody is an es- 
sential for a ‘theatre date. It's 


hot only the choice of tunes that’s, 
in error, but the ear-tearing arrange- | 
ments. The drummer, for instance, | 
backgrounding every number with a 
continuous welter of jangling cym- 
bals. Cymbals, it seems to have been 
forgotten, are the punctuation, not 
the story itself. 


In the absence of Taylor, entire 
vocal job is left to Mary Ann Mc- 
Call, songstress with the band. She 
qualifies in only a minor way, oOffer- , 
ing little in eye-appeal and not much | 
more in canarying. Much of the lat- | 
ter is not so much her defect as the | 
super-jived arrangements. She does | 
‘120 in the Book,’ ‘My Blue Heaven’ | 
and ‘Wandering Blues.’ 


Martin does ‘Woodpecker Song,’ 
‘Tonight,’ ‘Say It,’ ‘Let There Be, 
Love’ and ‘Beguine. He also con-| 
tributes a neat bit of virtuosity on| 
the clarinet. His pipes, however, | 
doen't seem to be quite up to the old | 
standard, unless it’s the result of | 
some temporary condition. That’s | 
not the worst, though. Somewhere | 
between his last appearance in New 
York and this he seems to e 
picked up certain clowning manner- | 
isms that, with a little thought and 
ceaching, could be avoided. 


Kaye, who comes to the Paramount | 
out of borscht, sired by the ‘Straw | 
Hat Revue’ and godfathered by the 
La Martinique nitery, N. Y., knocks | 
7em cold with laughs in the mat | 
shews, but clicks considerably more | 
mildly after sundown. He's a nat-| 
ural comic, especially in the use of | 
his hands, but a lot of his material | 
is shoddy. That opening bit of wav-| 
ing the mike up and down is not} 
only very old, but wasn't very funny | 
when the original guy thought of it. | 
It’s also bad in teeing him off to a/| 


i 


dead silence, out of which it takes a | 


t look much more promising. 
next-to-close 


In his 
spot he gets a few 
iaughs on hokum hoofing and clown- 
ing. 

Lucienne and Ashour are smash 
in their 
the girl taking a beating until the 
off her 


finish when she polishes 
partner and the floor. Pair were last 
seem ii ‘Folies Bergeres’ here. 

Deep River Boys, four colored 


singers and pianist, deserve a better 
spot than the No. 2, but they get a 
whammo reception to varied tunes 


which include ‘Sweet Cherokee,’ ‘I 
was a Fool.’ ‘Shadrack’ ‘a good 
showoff number) and ‘Sweet Potato 
Piper.’ Boys’ interpolate sweet 


potato toots to good effect and on 
the whole their arrangements. voice 
blending and stage presence are tops. 

Farrell Foursome open the bill 
with some precision taps that hold 
interest. working up to a good chal- 
lenge session. A military precision 
is their encore, in which they do 
some tricky unison stuff. 

The Four Windsorettes, all girls, 
close. Two femmes are outstanding 
in a Circus-like balance turn on a 
vertical rope. Hanging by their 


‘legs, they win frequent gasps and 


One girl does a solo con- 
trol-contortion bit. with a cigaret- 
smoking trick as climax. Resting on 
her forearms, she throws legs over 
her head, holds the cigaret between 


applause. 


| her toes and draws it up to her lips 


for puffs. Act opens and closes with 
standard fast tumbling. 

If re-routined, this week's lineup 
would impress more, but as pre- 
sented at opening show, the three 


| best acts are bunched with nothing 


Fox. 


capable of following. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 25. 


Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore Orch with 
Marge Hudson, Chartey Timmins, 
Bob Wertz. Russell Sessions: Lester 
Harding. Lorna Wolfe, Roseanne 
Giles, House Line; ‘Chump at Ozx- 
ford’ (UA). 





This is a case of h@ving so much 
available material that selection of 
the necessary ingredients for a 


snappy show is difficult. Result is 
60 minutes of varied novelties inter- 
spersed with work by the house 
regulars, but as a pacey stage show 
it doesn’t jell. Too much of the 
stuff is raw and in poor taste, cut- 
ting far into the time in which the 
band might have shown its more 


clever entertainment. | 


Leadoff by Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore 
as a hillbilly preacher would be -a 
happy thought without the heavy 
play on Sears Roebuck catalogs. 
Shuffling, drawling deacon is okay 
for an opening bit, although Moore 
could have taken a lesson from 
Herb Williams along the line. Since 
it’> maintained as the m.c. style 
throughout, it slows the show. A 
rangy medley offered by the band, 
including a neat vocal of ‘Cecilia’ by 
Charley ‘Timmins, gives a bare 
inkling of what the crew could do 
musically, but orchestra numbers 
aren't made a part of the show ex- 


couple of minutes to stir the audi-| cept at the jive curtain. 


ence. | 


| 
Singing a number in which he pro-| pl 


nounces ‘Dinah’ as “Deenah’ likewise 


hardly qualifies as humor; nor put-| tainment. 


In contrast to the heavy horse- 


contains some clicko straight epter- 
House line does one of 


Apache toss-around, with | 


| over. 


, well liked here. 


' singing 


ay fore and aft. center of the show | 


ting his hands in front of his face. | its better efforts, a swingy highland 
removing them and saying ‘Hello.’| fling to ‘Loch Lomond.’ Bob Wertz 
Something more adult is needed.| contributes a lyric tenor version of 
There's also too much Russian idiom, | ‘Sylvia’ which is highly acceptable. 
more variety being called for. 


fied (he’s presently doubling at Ben | ‘Philbert,’ on his right hand while 
Marden’s Riviera over in Jersey),for| he fumbles a horn with his left. 
some of the material that would un-| More of this type of entertainment, 


doubtedly rock the rafters when|of which the band evidently has | 


coming from a gay spot’s m.c., doesn’t | plenty in the felio, instead of the 
quite ring at all from a presentation | bawdy gags, would lift the show 
house stage. where the lack of in-; immeasurably. 

timacy because of the theatre's size) yorna Wolfe is on for a tap sole 


tends to detract from such material. | and shows herself to be capable, but 
Standard turn, seen on Broadway 


; : ay chooses a difficult task in her tap 
several times recently, is Franklin | interpretations of rhumba rhythms. 
D'Amore. It’s strong with its sur-/| 


Band has a playful time ‘going out 


_Per-| Moore then reclaims himself with | 
haps Mr. Kaye has been too nitery- | clever manipulation of a pet puppet, | 


prise in one of the pair ef ragamuf- | 


fins turning out to be quite a blonde 
looker. 
using the gal as the objet d’lift. Jane 


™ Frazer (New Acts) is a comedy tap- 


stress. Herb. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Bosten, May 24. 
Phil Farrell foursome, Deep 
River Boys (5), Lascienne & Ashour, 
Oscar Davis, The Four Windsorettes, 
Larry Flint House Orch; ‘Mysterious 
Mr. Reeder’ (Mono) and ‘Gaucho 
Serenade’ (Rep). 








Opening smartly with .a peppy. 
youthful dance team (Phil Farrell 
Foursome), perking with some swell 
swingeroo singing by the Deep River 
Boys and building to a show-stopping 
climax with Lucienne and Ashour, 
Apache duo, this week’s bill then 
tapers to a damp finish. 

Oscar Davis, m.c., billed as ‘radio’s 
newest comedian’ interrupts the 
generally smooth show with some 
old matefial. Spasmodically, Davis 
spouts some fairly good comedy, but 
hesitant delivery and over-exuber- 
ance add up to a rapid-fire jumble 
that can’t be grasped. Most of his 

trouble is in the transitional lines 
between gags, 


licked this handicap, Davis should | 


Male does strength stuff, ; 


to lunch’ just as Jeader calls on them 
for support, and registers some bet- 
ter comedy. Marge Haidson, 
Missus, gets her vocal inning and 


is unirapressive in a couple of torch | 
in the | 


| songs. Her low voice is 
| groove, however, coon-shouting ‘Old 
| Man Mose’ as an encore. 

y Discovery-night winner is Rose- 
| anne Giles, juve, who offers an ac- 
ceptable rube eccentric dance. 
| Lester Harding, the regular house 
im.c., gives out with a medley of 
Stephen Foster songs, and, then leads 
the line in a production based on 
| the number, ‘Half of Me Wants to 
Be Good. Hilda Crandell of the 
| line makes the most of a brief bit 
to speak the verses of the number. 


, Moore again is in the spotlight, 
|getting some laughs out phoney 
magic, and puts over a corny ver- 
|; sion of ‘Ding Dong Daddy from 
| Dumas,” which he authored some 
years ago with Bill Baxter. Russell 
Sessions, of the crew, is clicko with 
| his baby-talk version of ‘Oh Johnny,’ 
| despite the unnecessary knee-buck- 
ling and belly-holding and an out- 
| landish costume. 

| For future vaude dates 
| would do well to play up this bit 
along with his ‘Philbert’ and some 
| better straight musical numbers, 
'thus lifting the standard of his en- 
ltertainment and relegating his 


ashcan, where it belongs. 


Quin. 


the | 


STATE, N. Y. 


{ 





Block & Sully, Ch 
'Siegal with Joan Merrill, Clyde 
McCoy Orch (13) with Bennett Sis- 
‘ters (3), Wayne Gregg, Dave Gray; 
‘It’s a Date’ (U) 





Running around 70 minutes, the 
State layout could be shaved a bit 
this week to speed it up, but other- 





ristianis (6), Al) homa’ 


| 
| 


| 


wise it presents a fairly diverting | 
show which, coupled to the Deanna | 


Durbin starrer, ‘It’s a Date,’ should 
account for okay biz. Supper show 
when caught (Friday) did lightly at 
the b.o., with threatening 
outside. " 
Jesse Block m.c.s throughout, ring- 
ing in his dumbbell partner, Eve 
Sully. during the opening bit and 
also including her in their specialty 
turn next to closing, ahead of the 
'Ciyde McCoy band. His starting 
stint, studded with gags, 
which he manages to drive home, is 
coupled to a bit of flagwaving in the 


some of | companiment is new. 


weather | 


form of the tune ‘Are Ya Havin’ Any | 


Fun,’ fitted with original lyrics 
apropos current world happenings. 
Opening is rather cold and makes it 
tough for some of his material to get 
Would be better 
Christianis troupe warm ‘em up. 
Standard turn composed of five 
males and a femme, the Christianis 
have little trouble clicking. It’s a 


fast turn of tumbling and teeter- | 


board work, neatly costumed and 
Consists of two and 
three-high shoulder stands off the 
springboard and a four-high as the 
finale flash. Spanking one for miss- 
ing a mount is neat showmanship. 

Joan Merrill. another singing 


_protegee of Al Siegal. who piano ac- 


comps her here, can’t miss moving 


up. Warbler uses a wide variety of |~ Gai 


tunes that show off the excellent 


with excitable, likeable qualities. 
She may be devoting a bit too much 
attention to enunciation in a desire 
to clearly interpret lyrics, as occa- 
sionally there’s too much emphasis 
on certain syllables, but it’s negli- 
gible. She goes over with a bang, 
‘Alice Blue Gown,’ 


‘Miss | 


‘enough to hit home 
to let the 


Rep. Jack Nichols, look and act gen- 
uine and their a capella warbling of 
‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe, ‘In Old Okla- 
and ‘Home on the Range,’ in 
which, audience joins, was solid hit 
at show caught. , 
Curtains open on house line in 
snappy precision tap and kick, fol- 
lowed by cold appearance of guy 
billed as just Max. Tux-clad Chap’s 
solo acrobatic hoofing is obvious let- 
down to audience, but when he 
brings out his four fox terriers for 
follow-the-leader clowning and flips, 
he builds steadily, especially with 
the false starts to fool the pups. 
Cyril Smith takes it next, getting 
smart hand on few bars of ‘Sow 
Song,’ tickling house with his well 
known recitative of ‘Albert and the 
Lion,’ holding ’em via Cockney puns 
and closing strongly with ‘Gladstone’ 
bit, showing ‘how fights start in 
saloons.’ Latter is standard here 


through recording, often played on | 


air, but his drunk pantomime ac- 
Gray Fam- 
ilv, five gals and man, romp through 
miniature song ‘n’ dance revue with 
plenty of costume changes, all ade- 
quate and ideal for second-string 
nitery. but packing no climax strong 
in bigtime 
vaude. 

Ventriloquist Frank Gaby walks 


|out in cap and gown, standing at tall 


; table and ringing bell 


to ‘open 


school.’ Aide appears dragging in 


‘dummy, also in c. and g., making 


| peeping through dormitory keyholes | 


ito ‘sing solo’ while Gaby puts an. 


‘ 


| 


| 


range of a deep voice that's packed | pack as 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Johnson Phones Again: Today.” ‘Say | 


Si Si’ 
smacks of a Negro spiritual. 


and another original that , 


Block changes from a business suit 


to dinner jacket for his regular turn 
with Miss Block. 
between-acts bits there’s an un- 
billed Block stooge who wanders on 
and off stage fo help. Pair’s stuff 


| gets brighter as it moves along. Con- 
| sists of reminiscmg over their nine 


| years of marriage (Block tells audi- 
ence its their ninth anniversary), 
‘and incorporates a parodv on the 
| tune, ‘Have You Forgotten So Soon.’ 
| Bowoff is to “Thanks for the Memo- 
Ty’. allright in itself, but Bob Hope 
|and Co. arrive at the State tomor- 
|\row (Thursda 
theme. 

McCoy and his corn-fed trumpet 
,open the closing part of the layout 
| with the maestro's ‘Sugar Blues.’ 
| Follows with the inevitable ‘Tear It 
|'Down.’ His outfit is composed of 
|four sax, three trumpets beside his 
'own, one trombone and four rhythm. 
| Group uses arrangements that more 

often than not throw it off balance, 

a svstem that keeps the saxes idle 
| while the trumpets are blowing clear 
and loud and the brass idle while the 
saxes unleash. Makes for thin- 
sounding writings that don’t impress, 
through thev’re not always in effect. 
Even then the horns override every- 

thing. Otherwise it’s a good enough 
| outfit, fairly flexible and entertain- 
ing. 

Bennett Sisters’ harmony kicks up 
little reaction on the several tunes 
they use alone and in campanv with 
Wayne Gregg. Do ‘Ma He’s Making 
Fves.” ‘Playmates’ and. with Gregg, 


y) and the tune is his 


‘Mutiny im the WNurserv.”’ Latter | 
soloes easily ‘Where Was T’ and 
‘Say It” ‘I Want My Mama’ spot- 


lights leader’s muted trumneting, 
with a band chorus in hack. Does a 
nice job and it’s well liked. He 
handles himself and the band with 
little trouble. Wood. 


| CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, May 28. 
Marjorie King, Art Brown, Okla- 
homa Redheads, Max and His Gang, 
Cyril Smith, Gray Family, Frank 
Galby, Helen Denizon, 16 Rhythm 


Rockets; House.Orch with Sam Jack | 


Kaufman; ‘20 Mule Team’ (M-G). 





House hits something of a new 
high in production effort this week 
‘and it’s paying off handsomely via 
!word of mouth. Both overture and 
weekly audience sing have special 
guest stars and finale is elaborate 
‘Joan of Arc’ pageant all extra 
| added, with a good straight-vaude 
_ bill in between. 

Overture, dedicated to Decoration 
| Day, is complicated arrangement by 
|;maestro Sam Jack Kaufman, open- 
| ing with European strains, ‘to help us 


| appreciate those poor folks on the | 
/other side of the Atlantic,’ and fin- | 
|ishing with patriotic tableaux, fea- | 


,turing soprano marjorie King, as 
America.’ Total gets top applause 
|!of any overture this season. Com- 
| munity sing, led as usual by organist 
Art Brown, is highlighted by har- 
monizing of Oklahoma Redheads, 
four farm youngsters who came east 


and once having | abundance of shady material to the to appear on Major Bowes’ hour last 
Kids, sponsored by ' 


'Thursday (23). 


In the preceding | 


| 


clever setting for unusually smart 
patter around arithmetic, spelling, 


and some_ delicious 
Charlie McCarthy. 


ribbing of 
Aide comes out 


coat, hat and lights cigaret, and 
stooge’s exit. leaving Gaby to carry 
on alone, got him three bows at this 
S 
als troupe on in plumes and 
doublets for fencing drill, falling 
Helene Denizon appears in 
silver armor atop real white horse 
ala Joan of Arc. 
ballet finds her clicking in sword 
dance and spectacular adagio bit 
with ‘executioner.’ Colorful finale has 
ee NS scaffold and burned at 
stake. 





Biz fair. Craig. 
APOLLO, N. Y. 
Count Basie Orch (18) with 


Jimmy Rushing and Helen Humes, 
Walter Green, Willie Jackson, 
Tommy & Al, ‘Hotcha’ Drew, Alex 
Lovejoy, Ralph Reno, Vivian Harris, 
George Wiltshire, House Line (18); 
‘Outside 3-Mile ‘Limit’ (Col). 





Count Basie’s band, with surround- 
ing stage numbers and skits 
dental. Basie engagement bolstered 
by ballying guest appearances of 
other band leaders. , 

is 


ago, in the groove with this 


only 75 minutes, which is compara- 





| Miss America,’ singing ‘God Bless . 
Moore 





|and its singers, Jimmy Rushing and 
|; Helen Humes. 

Basie’s aggregation features better 
| arrangements than usual and less of 
'his piano soloing. ‘Toe much blast- 
|ing hurts some of numbers while 


| the typed routine of instrumental | 


soloists makes for sameness. ‘Easy 
Does It,’ recently recorded by Basie, 
| is the strongest arrangement offered 


'but is dragged out too long for the- | 


|atre use. ‘Flying Home’ 
| neatly. Organization’s drummer is 
| nifty m his closing solo. But he 
| should be saved for this appearance 
| instead of being spotlighted as fre- 
| quently as he is. Basie fails te an- 
|nounce many selections and sluffs 
others so that it’s difficult to under- 
| stand. 

Rushing rotund, balladeer, again 
solidly clicks with ‘Baby Please 
Come Home’ and ‘After You're 
Gone.” requiring two encores. Miss 
Humes, fave with Apollo gang. is 
| okay with ‘It’s a Blue World,’ but 
slurs enunciation. 


Elaborate pageant | 


Apollo show depends heavily on, 


inci- | 


Colored outfit, here a few months | 
crowd. Even though the show runs | 


| tively little for this theatre, bulk of | 
| Stage time is occupied by the orch | 


is done | 


Walter Green, tapster, on in front | 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Hilda Eckler, Nicholas Daks, Corps 
de Ballet, Frank Condos, Allen 
Stanley, Geo Meyer, Choral En- 
semble, Rockettes, Jan Peerce, 
Symphony Orch under direction 
Erno Rapee; ‘Irene’ (RKO), reviewed 
in Variety April 24, 








atom a production standpoint this 
biN is a minimum effort, apparently 
because ‘Irene’ is a light boxoffice 
draw and will remain only a single 
week; therefore the house is hold- 
| ing down the budget. If the outlay 
{is physically light, however, the 
' show has been excellently conceived 
; and executed. It’s one of the Hall's 
more entertaining presentations. 

| Orchestral opener is the premiere 
| performance of ‘Marinka,’ by Rich- 
| ard Mohaupt, who until his arrival 
in the U. S. seven months ago was 
a ranking composer on the conti- 
nent. Piece is modern and listen- 
able, glinting contrasts in mood and 
skillfully built through a series of 
climaxes. It’s expressively orches- 
trated. 

Show proper has a Down South 
| theme, and much of it is in black- 
| face. Opening number, weakest of 
| the bill, has Hilda Eckler and Nicho- 
las Daks dancing an old fashioned 
| routine with the corps de ballet 
| backgrounding. Costumes and back- 
|drop are merely so-so. Opening 
day (23) Anna Neagle, starred on 
the screen in ‘Irene,’ appeared for 
'a short routine to wind up this 
|number. Did a simple waltz grace- 
{fully with an unbilled: male part- 
| ner, but was hampered by an un- 
| suitable, unbecoming gown  (ap- 
| parently selected because she wore 
| it in the picture). 

‘Goodbye Jonah,’ previously done 
a couple of times at the Hall, fol- 
lows fairly effectively. Frank 
Condos does a knockout clog num- 
| ber, then Allen Stanley and George 
Meyer sing the leads, with the 
choral ensemble lending unusually 
vivid support by avoiding its usually 
wooden groupings. Same effective 
fluidity is agreeably present in the 
ensemble’s subsequent appearance in 
support of Jan Peerce in the final 
number, ‘That’s Why Darkies Are 
Born.’ Sets and costumes for both 
numbers are imaginative and deco- 
rative. Rockettes have an obvious- 
| Ty-contrived, applause-getting rou- 
j tine for their customary, contribu- 
| tion. Costumes are neat, however, 
| and the-lively routine cleverly high- 
| lights their unique precision hoof- 
ing. Hobe. 











LYRIC, INDPLS. 

Indianapolis, May 24. 
| ‘Vodvil Cavalcade’ with DeCardos 
(6), Lester Cole & Debutantes (7), 
Charles Kemper & Ken Nichols, 
| Bernard Bros. & Fraday Girls (9) 
| George Lyons, Smith, Rogers and 
Eddy; ‘Earthbound’ (20th). 





House has again refused to believe 
the obit notices on vaude and is 
| proving it this week with six hand- 
| picked acts playing to good houses 
with little help from the picture. All 
acts, which consume a long 72 min- 
utes, are topnotch, and large num- 
ber of people in some of them lend 
| weight which is often lacking in 
standard vaude bills. 

The DeCardos 


open with tradi- 
tional acro act, winning nice mitt- 
'slaps with their antics on teeter- 
| boards. Five men do the tricks with 
|; One woman acting as barrel-holder. 
|Have breath-taking finish when one 
| member of troupe does a blindfold 
| lean into a barrel from stack of 
| tables setting in motion entire com- 
| Dany in series of flip-flops. Followed 
= George Lyons, who does a single 
with the harp. Strums the strings 
;nicely on ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
| Eyes,” ‘Margie,’ ‘Nola,’ ‘St. Louis 
| Blues,” ‘Ma’ and finishes by playing 
|and singing ‘When Trish Eyes Are 
Smiling.” Gets a few laughs by 
| Speaking in feigned heavy accent 
which is absent on Ivrics. 





Smith, Rogers and Eddy are regu- 
lars at house. Two deadpan comics 
;get giggles with their eccentric 
|dances, being joined by a girl later 
| for some pantomime courtship gags. 
| All three have dancing finish. 


of the band, has innate stepping | 
ability but not sufficient routine for 
an act yet. Tommy and Al, also tap 
dancers, are in much same category 
; although ——e up brief appear- 
ance with splits and tumbles. 
Reno, white tramp bicyclist "lene Lester Cole and his Six Singing 
ofay on bill, has been around. and Debs appeal to the eye as well as 
gets neat returns. : |the ear. Femmes are lookers and 
Vivian Harris, George Wiltshire, |Cl€ please as m.c. for act. With 
Alex Lovejoy and Willie Jackson |™®8"Y solo spots in their arrange- 
| Offer two comedy skits, neither orig- | ments. they do ‘Pretty Girl,’ ‘This 
inal but built for broad comic twists. | C2" t Be Love,’ ‘All Things You Are’ 
Besides the show starter, the house #4 a medley of Victor Herbert 
chorus has only one other appear- | tunes. It's 12 minutes of neat enter- 
ance besides the shvuffle-on for the | t#inment. 
climax. ‘Hotcha’ Drew, femme,|_ Charles Kemper and Ken Nichols, 
leads several chorus singing-dance | ®fter long seasoning in niteries and 
numbers but none too well. New | Vaude, have their turn timed for 
chorines are hard workers and com- | Stfong chuckles all the way. Kemper 
paratively attractive. Wear. |is the former Cecil Simoson stooge 
|of the Tommy Riggs radio program, 
— pad from the piano and is 
e ° 9 author of part of the material. The 
Liquor Rap Nixes Curly’s combination proves zingy and has 
,'em laughin long and hard. 


Minneapolis, May 28. 
ills ae y .._, Bernard Bros. and Fraday Girls 
ng a conviction for selling | (9) have new anproach to dancing 


liquor after hours, the city council | ¢ - i i 

| oe S, th | for close. Six girls and three boys 
has revoked all the licenses of Cur-|do ballroom routines, splitting into 
ly’s, one of the loop’s largest and trios and duos without a break in 
‘most elaborate niteries and one of ;Tunning time. Boys take most of 





, the few that still have been offering | the spotlight with a series of rhythm 


floor shows. | and precision dances that are ballet 

Establishment now is closed and |‘" flavor rather than standard vaude. 

only can reopen if a new owner is | an third gg Fi seen. day, Friday 

able to secure the necessary licenses. | co's weet ee lower floors were 
: -essary licenses. | about three-quarters filled. Kiley. 
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~ STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 24. 


Jan Savitt Orch (15), 3 Sailors, 
& Wing, Bon Bon, Allan De- 





4, George Auld, Johnny Austin, 
Russ Isaacs; ‘40 Little Mothers’ 
(M-G), 





House is given back to the jitter- 
bugs this week after feeding the 
customers Wayne King, Guy Lom- 
bardo and Glen Gray in succession. 
It’s up-and-coming Jan Savitt, the 
ex-symphony fiddler turned scat, 
who's currently drilling his brass 
and blare into the jive hounds. And 
they're eating it up. Less ardent 
followers of the modern idiom may 
find his music noisy and strident, for 
Savitt doesn’t do it half-way and his 
tooters blow their lungs out. 

There must have been a moment 
or two, however, at opening show 
when Savitt might have wondered. 
That was when he stepped out, vio- 
lin in hand, and dipped back into 
his symph training to come up with 
a nifty solo, only to realize that mob 
would have no part of it. They cat- 
called and stomped, and_ tophat 
maestro didn’t even wait for any 
applause from those who might have 
appreciated his number, going right 
into his announcement of a drum- 
trumpet duet of ‘Top Hat Shuffle.’ 
Too bad, because Savitt is really an 
ace string man and makes the in- 
strument talk, but in light of the 
style he’s fostering, it might be wise 
for him to give his demonstration 
on something more popular. 

Savitt has the personnel to make 
it hot and loud, four saxes, three 
trombs, three trumpets, drums, bass, 
guitar and piano, and they beat it 
out right from the start on ‘Wonder- 
ful World’ and ‘Tuxedo Junction.’ 
There’s a change of pace then with 
arrival of Allan DeWitt, who bari- 
tones ‘Isle of Man,’ ‘Wish Upon a 
Star’ and ‘Too Romantic’ in a voice 
that’s just fair though possessing an 
occasional quality of fineness. May- 
be it’s the way DeWitt does them— 
rather flatly. On the other hand, 
crew has a vocalist in Bon Bon, 
colored, who fits the Savitt style 
like a glove. He’s outstanding and 
could have stayed on forever ap- 
parently, even after conking across 
720 in the Book,’ a WPA lament, 
scorchy ‘Old Man River’ and ‘Pickin’ 
Papers in the Park.’ That WPA 
number ,with Savitt coming in as a 
oneman Greek chorus, is a sock 
novelty and over big. 

Bon Bon’s on again at the curtain 
in ‘Wham’ to send orch off in an- 
other burst of savage rhythm, an 
okay finish. Savitt himself, who has 
made rapid strides in last couple of 
years, is a personable chap who has 
a nice, engaging manner and the 
type that makes friends easily across 
the footlights. Might wisely diver- 
sify his arrangements a bit for stage 
purposes and inject some sweet stuff, 
which would also give him a better 
chance to demonstrate his fiddling 
wizardry. As it is, there’s too much 
solid blare; even the most advanced 
swingeroos are getting away from 
that these days and going into those 
counterpoint off-harmonies. ‘Top 
Hat Shuffle’ is of latter variety and 
band could use more like it. 

Show carries only two outside 
acts, could easily use a_ third. 
Toy and Wing, counle of cute Chi- 
nese hoofers, are clicko with their 
neat ballroomolgy, topped off by 
some fast toework by femme and an 
acrobatic obligato by partner. Other 
turn is the standard 3 Sailors, still 
show-stoppers, lack of new material 


notwithstanding. 
Max Adkins’ house crew, in the 
pit, overtures. several _ specially- 


arranged ballads, sparked by ‘Love 
Come Back to Me,’ nicely done. 

Biz pretty good at getaway despite 
downpour. Cohen. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, May 25. 
The Virginian (6), Billy House 
(3), Six Hoffmans Winfield and 
Ford, Phil Lampkin House Orch; 
‘My Favorite Wife’ (RKO). 








Okay 51 minutes of variety here, 
with Billy House splitting his stint 
into two portions to facilitate play- 
ing. Made up of standards, layout 
plays smoothly from opening niche 
held down by the Six Hoffmans. 

Club swinging sextet works swift- 
ly, mixing in some tumbling, hoop 
tossing and a strong, flashy closing 
trick of two-high stands on ladders. 

Winfield and Ford, in the deuce, 
contribute some good hoofery on a 
large drum. Tall member of col- 
ored twosome previously worked as 
part of Tip, Tap and Toe in similar 
routine and is _ obviously more 
familiar with tricky possibilities of 
stepping on and off the centered 
prop. Make matters right for House 
to announce The Virginians after a 
session of gagging in his halting, 
comic style. 

Singing sextet of nice appearing 
lads give out with ‘Senorita.’ ‘Glory 
Road,’ a medley of marching songs 
and a nice workout of ‘Asleep in 
the Deep.’ Latter starts as a bass 
solo and winds up in swingy rendi- 
tion,. good for encore of ‘Siboney.’ 
Lads have the vocal equipment and 
appearance but have taken on such 
corny interludes as the spiritual and 
army songs which they’ wisely 
eschewed before. A _ return to 


Swingy arrangements of pops would 
take the act out of the welter of be- 
uniformed and strutting combos. 
House closes with his collection of 
stooges working out front and on 
stage to considerable laughs. Rotund 
comic knows his way around and 
times to good effect, Interrupted 
vocal and session of comic hoofery 


bends, ending in a_ well-rencered 


bit of poetic philosophy, nicely timed 
for present-day response. Burm. 


EARLE, WASH. 








: __ Washington, May 28. 
Eileen Ritter, Ruby Ring, Ben 
mort Sa oa vee and Van, 16 
ae oster irls; ‘Torrid Zone’ 
Cae). i one 





It’s the house line that walks off 
with top honors again this week, 
opening and closing the bill with 
sock novelties. Opening gag, wan- 
dering microphone stunt, is conduct- 
ed by Eileen Ritter alone, but she’s 
still a member of the spot’s hoofing 
troupe and shows up in her regular 
spot in the ensemble numbers. 
Finale finds gals riding unicycles, 
which has had swell build-up in 
papers. 
tions of any act this season. 

; Community sing idea is entitled 
Sing a Song with Mike’ and varies 
little from tradition except that it’s 
done by a femme. Gal, well known 
locally for her line specialties, leads 
warbling cleverly, walks up and 
down aisles and, when she spots a 
loud customer, yells ‘Hold it, Joe!’ 
and brings discovery down front to 
take over. Guy in balcony also in- 
terrupts proceedings when he gets 
anybody good. Four soloists were 
snagged at show caught. Only one 
tune is used, words being flashed on 
screen first time. This week it’s 
a Out the Barrel’ and they howl 


_ Show proper gets going with line 
in bright cheerleader tap with mega- 
phones, gals falling back as Ruby 
Ring, blonde in white short skirt, ap- 
pears for acrobatic hoofery. Spins 
and walkovers are okay, but what 
puts her across with a wallop is 
walking up and down staircase on 
hands, followed by slick contortionist 
routine atop platform, standing on 
hands and putting on hat, picking up 
handkerchief, etc., with bare toes. 
Ben Beri follows with fast, varied 
juggling, toned up with smart com- 
edy always just this side of slapstick. 
He works with three tennis balls, 
then four, followed by five; then 
three Indian clubs, including effec- 
tive rhythm slap business, and closes 
sock with complex tossing of three 
tambourines in Spanish tempo. 


ballet bit, setting mood for Yola Gali 
to enter warbling ‘Blue Danube 
Waltz.’ Attractive blonde, in light 
blue net, packs nice coloratura and 
knows how to sell it, especially in 
‘South American Way,’ which she ex- 
Dlains ‘I had the honor of introduc- 
ing in Brazil,’ and in ‘Russian Rag- 
time Rhythm,’ which gets her off to 
strong hand. Ward and Van stumble 
out next with harp and fiddle. Tramp 
comics, in battered top hats, maintain 
inevitable ripple of giggles through- 
out sour playing of ‘Oh Johnnv’ and 
‘Humoresque’; harpist wins heavy 
applause on straight soloing of ‘Whis- 
tle Your Blues Away,’ and they finish 
smartly with ‘Waltz Bluette,’ done 
seriously with dope breaks. 
Craig. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
There’s no letup in the belliger- 
ence of Europe at war in this week’s 
newsreels, and while the clips in 


commonplace, this session sees a re- 
versal of form in the excellent shots, 
particularly by Paramount’s Arthur 
Menken, 


Menken, while there’s no denying 
his creditable job in nabbing the 
| battle between the German bombers 
land British convoy in Norwegian 
waters, is inclined towards annoying 
immodesty, but that, however, doesn’t 
pilfer from the reels their startling 
| effect. 

Pathe goes behind the German 
lines in Norway, showing the Nazis 
rebuilding bridges they had destroyed 
earlier, while Universal has a stir- 
ring clip showing Belgians fleeing 
the Nazi bombing raids and advanc- 
ing infantry. Other tragic results of 
the latest Nazi blitz show victims in 
the Holland royal family, including 
} neg Wilhelmina, arriving in Lon- 

on. 

The talk by President Roosevelt of 
America’s need for the manufacture 
of 50,000 planes yearly for its own 


phasizing the American lack of pre- 
paredness. Alf Landon’s speech in 


dacy of President Roosevelt as the 





'price for GOP aid in the New Deal 
| defense program, smacks of bureau- 
cracy. 

Raymond Gram Swing is boring in 
his weekly war resume especially 
prepared for the Embassy. There’s 


ration, with the use of the war map, 
and his analysis fails to go beyond 
those of the dailies. 
leaning more and more towards an 
lelocutionary stylism. 





garner good returns and a series of | 


It gets one of biggest ova- | 


Line back for brief nice looking 


other weeks have been more or less | 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, May 25. 
Blackstone Unit (8), Milt Britton 
re : (13); ‘Take This Woman’ 


Blackstone does half the show 
with his magic group and Milt 
Britton’s hoke comedy band mops 
up the second half for a generaliy 
entertaining hour. Indications point 
to profitable b.o. week. 











out with fully 45 minutes of bang- 
up stuff. He’s a master showman, 
handles an audience with . skill 
throughout, is suave when the oc- 
casion suits and gets laughs easily 
when laughs are rated. 

_He does mostly big sight stuff in- 
side of hand manipulation. Plenty 
of disappearing and reappearing 
femmes, Many cabinets hidden with 
girls, men, flowers, etc. Particularly 
good are his Hindu rope trick, the 
girl in an automobile tire, the girl 
on the electric spikes and the finale, 
in which Blackstone switches cos- 
tumes instantaneously on the stage. 
In between he has a little rabbit 
trick for the kids and a fine paper- 
cutting bit. He could have stayed on 
stage all day according to the ap- 
plause and reception from this mob. 

Britton’s comedy band had a 
couple of fair laugh bits, but the 
act needs real comedy and routining 
if it hopes to continue playing the 
better houses. Britton is offering 
nothing new and the turn lacks 
showmanship at all times. His girl 
dancer, Dorothy Pammer, doesn’t 
belong while Tommy Hazgerty, 
comedy hoofer, insistently does the 
same slip-stumble step over and 
over again. He also comes up with 
- impersonation of Charlie Chap- 
in. 

Britton’s group continues to swing 
selections of classic composers, with 
each member of the orchestra wear- 
ing a mask representing the com- 
poser. Finish with a knock ’em-out 
melee which is funny in spots. This 
should be the end, but at supper 
show on Saturday (25) Britton in- 
sisted on making a vacuumous 
speech. Gold. 











New Acts 











HIBBERT, BIRD and LaRUE 
Comedy Dancers 

6 Mins. 

Hotel Astor Roof, N. Y. 


This is a good switch on the hokum 


ing introduced first as a two-act, 
opening conventionally, until the 
comedy stooge, in  dinner-jacket, 
starts breaking it up. He entrances 
from the audience, and if the illu- 
sion of being a pseudo-stew from 
among the cash customers were car- 
ried out a bit further, it would be 
even more effective. While such 
vagaries fool few, if any, still there’s 
no point in telegraphing it too hard. 
The comedian, therefore, in business 
suit, contrasted to his partners’ for- 
mal attire, might be a production 
thought. 


Anyway, once the discovery is 
made, the ensuing hokum is basically 
funny. It’s not satire stuff, and bur- 
lesques nobody. Instead, the three 
evolve into a good comedy terp 
combo, she maintaining poise and 
the straight man especially good. He 
looks like the maestro, Larry Clin- 
ton, slender and mustached, con- 
trasted to the shorter male come- 
dian. They clicked here, and are 
okay for any cafe or rostrum book- 
ings. Abel. 








| JANE FRAZER 

| Dancing 

| Six Mins. 
“> N.. ¥. 


Miss Frazer is a tapstress reminis- 
cent of Joan Davis in both appear- 
|ance and manner of working. She 
adds comedy to her expert footwork, 
|via facial expression and excellent 
fuse of hands and shoulders, while 
{Miss Davis indulges in heavy slap- 
|stick. Her slidesteps are particularly 
lstrong in a varied routine of top- 
notch, clear tapstering. 


Her only drawback, and this is| 


| slight, is perhaps her dress. It seems 
‘either too formal or not formal 
;enough, but doesn’t jibe with her 
comedy type of terping. Neverthe- 
| less she’s a good bet for both niteries 
_and stage show. Herb. 


| BARBARA LONG 

' Songs 

Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 

| Hot singer works something on the 
|order of Martha Raye, only more so, 
\if that’s possible. She has a sock 
|personality, plenty of sa. knows 


| to get by very nicely. Miss Long is 
/one of those uninhibited scorchers 


ence a real workout. 

She’s all over the floor, throwing 
‘her legs and arms in every direction, 
‘beating the mike to a frazzle, cajol- 
‘ing it one minute and shaking it to 
| pieces the next. Gal is rowdy but 
| never offensive, and she’s a natural 
for niteries. Might even be okay for 


little that’s informative in his nar-| theatres, considering the pallid de-| 


livery of most warbling femmes. 
Over big here with the ringsiders, 


He seems to be | who never let her get away with less 


1 


i than half a dozen numbers. 
j Cohen. 


Blackstone headlines and stands | 


ballroom dance teams, the trio be-| 








015 YEARS AGOe5e 


(From Variety) 











' WVauders were using a new gag to 

get dates. Many were shifting to 
| medicine shows, particularly in the 
' midwest. 





Willie Howard was studying law 
|}and announced that he might quit 
| the stage to devote all his time to 
' getting a legal diploma. 





'over a Shavian series of plays for 
| presentation over several seasons, 





Despite a neat cast that included 
Raymond Massey, Clare Greet and 
Sybil Thorndike, ‘The Round Table,’ 
| opening in London, looked like a 
| dud. However, Noel Coward’s new 
show, ‘On With the Dance,’ pro- 
| duced by Charles B. Cochran, looked 
like a click in the West End. 








Warners was grooming two fu- 
ture stars, sisters, Helene and Do- 
lores Costello. The latter was imme- 
diately lent to William Fox and for- 
|mer set for a pic opposite Sid 
| Chaplin. 





Of 73 actresses tested for the title 
part, Belle Bennett was signed for 
‘Stella Dallas’. Lois Moran, the child 
actress, recently discovered by Sam 
Goldwyn, was to play the daughter. 





‘Old Home Week’ looked like a 
good film b.o. bet. Thomas Meighan 
starred, Lila Lee featured. 





George S. Kaufman was taking a 
leave of absence from his dramatic 
editor’s desk on the New York 
Times to complete two plays, ‘The 
Butter and Egg Man’ and ‘The Inner 
Light’. Herman Mankiewicz was to 
be acting editor, with Sam Zolotow 
his aide. 





An impending marriage between 
'a well known Jewish songwriter 
and the daughter of a millionaire 
received the Pope’s sanction, though 
the girl's father was very much op- 
posed. 


VAUDE REVIVAL MULLED 
BY PAR FOR HUB'S MET 


Paramount is again discussing a 
revival of stage shows at the Metro- 
politan, Boston, which is operated 
for the circuit by Mullen & Pinanski. 
House has been in straight pictures 
for nearly two years. 

Primary difficulty at present is 
getting a deal with the musicians 
union, If the house does come back 
on Par’s stage books, its policy will 
be similar to the chain’s key house 
on Broadway, namely  topflight 
bandshows. 

Return of the 7fetropolitan in the 
Hub may also force RKO, which has 
been playing vaude only three days 
a week at Keith’s there, to rein- 
state a full-week policy. 


Dempsey Vice Amron 
In B’way Restaurant 














At a meeting of stockholders of 
Jack Dempsey’s Punch Bowl, Inc., 
corporate name of his Broadway es- 
|tablishment, held Saturday (18), 
| Dempsey was placed in charge of 
active management, succeeding Jacob 
| Amron. Understood Dempsey, who 
iholds title of president of Punch 
Bowl, Inc., being re-elected at the 
| same meeting, has 300 shares of 
| stock while Amron controls 100. 
| Dempsey’s Broadway place differs 
| from his restaurant on Eighth av- 
enue, in that it caters to the popu- 
|lar-priced trade. 

Amron filed suit in Supreme court 
Monday (27), seeking to set aside 
the action taken at the buard meet- 
ing and threatened that he may take 
his money out of the Eighth avenue 
restaurant, in which he controls a 
majority of the stock. One report is 
‘that Jack Kearns, Dempsey’s former 





‘use is brought home by Par in em- | how to sell and has enough of a voice boxing manager, may take over ac- 


tive management there. 
|. In Amron’s suit, he alleges that 


Topeka (Fox), wherein he urges the | who gives both herself and the audi-| the election held at the meeting 
withdrawal from third-term candi- 


'on the Broadway place, re-electing 
| Dempsey and others, but ousting 
'Amron as director-manager, was il- 
legal. Directors in the Bway res- 
| taurant, in addition to Dempsey, are 
,Kay Sheridan, Louis I. Brooks and 
|Max Waxman. 

Amron charged that his ousting 
was spite work and that Dempsey 
/has not spent three hours at his res- 
jtaurant in the Jast six months in 
i violation of existing agreement. 


The Theatre Guild was taking | 


Unit Review 


‘Barn Dance in Swingtime 
(NEBRASKA, LINCOLN, NEB.) 





Lincoln, Neb., May 25. 


Frank Rondas, St. Dennis Sisters, 
, Pioneers (‘Don Freeland, George 
| Evans), Hillnellies (Gerry Knox, 
'Una Neal), Dick Parker, Theo Pen- 
| nington, Palmer Twins, Carl Mollis- 
ton; Murray and Fayne; ‘Free 
Blonde and 21’ (20th). 








Suffering a bit by having under- 
gone a major operation which re- 
moved Carl Mollison (Uncle Ed) 
from the cast, ‘Barn Dance in 
Swingtime’ was making 10 days, in- 
cluding this three-day date, without 
him. Mollison, afflicted by the high 
altitudes coming this way from the 
Coast, rejoins in Hannibal, Mo. (26), 
ani will continue to function on the 
eastern portion of the tour as m.c. 


As the unit now stands, the barn 
dance flavor kept present at all 
times by Mollison is almost com- 
pletely yanked out, and a dude, 
Harry Fayne, of the act Murray and 
Fayne, does the interlude gabbing. 
Outside of the Pioneers and Hill- 
nellies, who double up their efforts 
late in the show , d the Palmer 
Sisters, a duo of Kentucky caperers, 
remainder is strictly a vaude unit 
and dressed accordingly. Fayne is 
a gaggist, who takes occasional lib- 
erty with good taste, but doesn’t 
overstep often enough to arouse the 
ire. A lot of his material lacks new- 
ness, too. 


After an everybody-on-stage start, 
first to greet the house alone is 
Frank Rondas, unicyclist, who does 
nothing hard, but opens the show 
okay. St. Dennis Sisters, strobolite 
hoofing, continue in leading the unit 
out of the barn locale, both in cos- 
tume and dancing style. Lighting is 
best about the turn, but it satisfies 
as a whole. Pioneers Don Freeland 
and George Evans, guitarists, jerk 
it back for a moment with a couple 
of hilly pipes, topper being ‘Rhythm 
of Range.’ 

Insertion of comedy comes here, 
with Fayne stretching from his in- 
troductory speech for the next act 
by doing a weak Ted Lewis clown- 
ing bit. Makes way for the Hillnellies, 
Gerry Knox and Una Neal, whose 
harmony is such as to _ indicate 
bravery rather than talent. Dick 
Parker, a 14-year-old, sings with a 
band medley at this juncture; then 
comes back on his own. Has a typi- 
cal kid choir voice, and ballads all 
but one number. 

St. Dennis Sisters, returning for a 
waltz, make it their best appear- 
ance, and, attractively gowned, their 
presence is neatest in the show. 
Theo Pennington, operatic soprano, 
another of the unexpected things 
developing behind this ‘Barn Dance’ 
title, puts. three numbers across 
handily, and is followed by sharp 
contrast with the bounding Palmer 
twins, who rip off a trio of fast 
Ozarkisms in tunes. Activity is a 
bi~ help for them, by which their 
act differs from the usual in this 
vein. Murray and Fayne, closers, 
are crossfire patterers, with the 
blowoff being a presentation of a 
singing Mexican hairless pooch, who 
howls offkey with the band, Laughs 
ar: generous all the way. 

Running time is 50 minutes. Biz 
fair to good. Unit is owned, booked 
and presented by Bill Arms, who is 
re-doing territory he used to date 
for the now defunct Wilbur Cush- 
man time, Not strong enough for 
the big keys, ‘Barn Dance’ should be 
able to play the smaller spots. It’s 
almost wholly a west coast cast, so 
none of the radio acts, as most of 
the barny ones are, mean anything 
out this way. Art. 


VOCALS WITH CUGAT 
AFTER AFM REBUFF 


Miguello Valdez, top disc-maker 
in Cuba, was brought up,by the Wil- 
lim Morris office ostensibly for Ben 
Marden’s Riviera, in Jersey, which 
opened for the summer Thursday 
(23), but the musicians union 
wouldn’t permit him to organize a 
rhumba band per the Riviera’s plans. 
Valdez. worked for Marden at the 
Havana Casino last winter. 

With the union balking his Riviera 
deal, Valdez instead shifted over toe 
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, New 
York, as vocalist with Xavier Cugat’s 
orch. 











Goodman in Seattle 


Seattle, May 28. 

Benny Goodman’s one-night stand 
last Friday at the Trianon, John Sav- 
age’s ballroom, at $1 per, was near 
capacity. Around 6,000 passed 
through the turnstiles, 

Goodman also played in Tacoma 
and Spokane. 





Sam Weiss installed as manager of 
Music Holding Corp. office in Holly- 
| wood following resignation of Artie 
' Schwartz to look after his own mu- 
| sic interests. 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 29, 1910 








Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (May 24) 
NEXT WEEK (May 31) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 


State (30) 
Bob Hope 
Dolores Reade 
Jerry Colonna 
Brenda & Cobina 
Gomez & Minor 
. Trixie 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (31) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Juvelys 
Cass Daley 
St Clair & Day 
Caroll & Howe 
Helene Denizon 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (29) 
Chas Barnett Orc 
Tony Martin 
Frankiyn lb’ Amore 
Danny Kaye 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (31) 
Fred Sanborn Co 


Connie Boswell 
Herzogs 
Nirska 


State Lake (31) 
Sally Rand Co 
DETROIT 


Michigan (31) 
Orrin Tucker Orc 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (31) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Diamond Bros 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Rita & Ed Oehman 
Meymo. Holt 





WASHINGTON 
Karle (3!) 
4 Sidneys 
JI & M Mulcay 
Don Rice 
16 Gae Foster Gis 
Ginger Harmon 


l.os Ojedas 
Dolores Laurell 
Don Casanova 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissie Orc 
Den McGrane Ore 
Blanche Ring 
Gilda Gray 
Eddie Leonard 
Julian Eltinge 
Pat Rooney 
Harland Dixon 
Prof Lamberti 
Wini Shaw 
Lane Bros 
Horton Spurr 
Dave Mallen 
Fi Chico 

Hugo Mariani Ore 
Dorina del Sol 
Belin Estrella —. 
Dorita & Valero 
Carlos Salazar 

El Morocco 
Dick Gasparre Oreo 
De Marcos 
Lois Elliman 

Famous Door 
Red Nichols Ore 
Doris) Rhodes 
Bee Kalmus 
Glen Island Casino 
(New Rochelle, NY) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Diana Del Rio 
Ruth Kidd 
Mary Jane Brown 
Linda March 
Frank McCormick 
Sylvia Barry 
Havana-Madrid 


O De La Rosa Ore 

Juanito Sanabria Or 

Alberto Torres 

Lita Moya 

Mona Lisa 

Luis Rijos 
Hickory House 

Joe Marsala Orc 

















PITTSBURGH Zoska 
Stanley (31) (24) 
Funzafire U 16 Gae Foster Gls 
(24) Ward & Van 
Jan Savitt Orc Ruby Ring 
3 Sailors Ben Beri 
Toy & Wing Yola Galli 
- caderieecniaal 
PRESENT PLAYING 
2 WEEKS 
HIPPODROME THEATRE 
BALTIMORE 


WINFIELD 


Via: MARK J. LEDDY 


and FORD 











ex RENNER CR Ie SERPS 





—— 


Independent 











NEW YORK CITY 


Masie Hall (30) 
Georgia Graves 
Walter Cassel 
Helen Leitch 
William Horne 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 

Rexy (31) 
Tucielle Page 
Shyrettos 
Ben Yost Co 
Jeanne Lanier 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Ore 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Steel Pier 

(2 only) 
Flaine Arden 
Barry Wood 
Lew Parker 
(2 to fill) 
(1 only) 
Bob Zurke Ore 
(30 only) 
4 Sidneys 
Arnaut Bros 
DeVal, Merle & Lee 
Cass Daley 
7 Uyenos 
Johnny Green Ore 

BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (31) 
6 Hoffmans 
Winfield & Ford 
Billy House Co 
6 Virginians 


Co 


State (2-5) 
Jerry & Lilyan 


May & Shirley 
4 Co-Eds 
(30-1) 
Joe Smith Coe 
Al Ferguson 
6 Canestrellis 
CHICAGO 


Oriental (31) 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Paul Remos 
Sinclair Sis 

HARTFORD 

State (30-2) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Vie Hyde 
Jack & June 
Val Setz 

NORFOLK, VA. 


Blair 





Granby (1-3) 
Maud Hilton Co 
Helen Reynolds Co 
(3 to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (30) 
King & Arlina 
Elaine Arden 
Carr Bros 
Lew Parker Co 
(One to fill) 
WILLOW GROVE 

Willow Grove 


(2 only) 
King & Arlina 
Carr Bros 


Al Ferguson 
5 Canestrellis 
(One to fill) 














Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Frank Mandella Or 
Pedrito Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 


Barney Gallant’s 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carier & Bowtle 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Billy Cascade 
Russell & Farrar 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Strickiand 
Gus Wicke 
Ethel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 

Bernie Grauer 


* Cafe Society 
oe Sullivan Ore 


azel Scott 
Albert Ammons 


Chateau Moderne 


Trent Patterson 
Mile Jaqueline 
Toni Wood 
Dorothy Tanner 
Internationals 
Gabriel 

Club Caravan 
Joe Collins Ore 
Arthur Barnett 
Rita Renaud 
Ruth Wintor 
Chiquita Venezia 

Club Gaucho 
Don Miguel Orc 
Marie dei Carmen 
Nedra Madera 
Jacqueline 





Cotton Club 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
June Richmond 
Vie Terell 
Allen Drew 
Tommy Wilson 
Edna Holley 
Sister Tharpe 





Pete Johnson 
Joe Turner 


| Larry 


| Hibbert, 


Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 
Siry Ore 
Vincent Bragale Or 
Rosalean & Seville 
Hotel Astor 


Tominy Dorsey Orc 
Sande Williams Ore 


| Callahan Sis 


Top Hatters 
Byrd & L 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Basil Fomeen Oro 
Robinson Twins 
Grace Drysdale 
3 Musicalooas 
Hotel Belvedere 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Sleepy Hall Ore 
Oscar Day Ore 
Corinna Mura 
Blue Drake 
Phyllis Jeanne 
Johnny Cook 
Paul Dillon 
Ford Harrison 
Artini & Consuelo 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Brevoort 
yeo Lioyd 
Palomo 
Sam Ray 
Vera Sanoft 
Hotel Edison 
Gray Gordon Ore 





Hotel Essex House 
Bob Chester Ore 
Dolores O'Neill 
Al Stuart 
Jack Kerr 

Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Orch 
Honolulu Maids 

Hotel Lincoln 
Charlie Barnet Ore 

Hotel MeAlpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 

Beachcomber 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Faith Little 
Juanita Rios 
Chavez Orc 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore. 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Marion Wilkins 
Hotel New Yorker 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Belita 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Farley 
Ross MacLean 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Del Courtney Ore 
Mara & Marilynne 
Helene Standish 
‘Scat’ Powell 
Charley Bourne 
3 Ross Sis 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Helen O'Connell 
Ray Eberle 


Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Frankie Masters Or 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 





Beverly Wilshire 
Matty Maineck Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 


Carol King 
Gywnne 





Caban Casino 
Consuelo Moreno 


George Wendt 


Nelson’s Mario’ettes i 


Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Zinn Arthur Ore 
Tommy Taylor 
Hotel St. Morits 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Emile Boreo 
Gonzalo & Christine 
Margaret Scott 
Glenn Pope 

Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Waldos'no Rhumba 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 
Carolyn Cromly 
Kay Snell 
Elizabeth Dow 
Rita Lupino 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Woods 


Hotel Taft 
Ben Bernie Ore 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 


(Starlight Roof) 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 


Hurricane 


Eddie Bush Ore 
Armando Castro Or 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Romo Vincent 
Pancho & Dolores 
Alma Ross 


La Conga 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Ciro Rimac 
Juanita Juarez 
Geo Negrete 
Rosita Rios 

La Marquise 
William Palermo O 
Muriel Welch 
Frances Connolly 
Jeanne Jordan 


La Martinique 


Val Olman Orc 
Fausto Curbello Or 
Carol King 

Jerry Lester 
Yvette 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Tisdale 3 

Carine 

Le Ruban Blea 


Rasha & Mirko 
Paula Laurence 
Sylvie St Clair 
Morley & Gearheart 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 

Lou Martin Ore 
Emil Colono Bd 
Rosita Royce 
Caryl Gould 

Lee Sullivan 
Tondelya & Lopes 
Una Cooper 
Geraldine & Joe 
Jack Hilliard 
Estabrook & Farrar 


Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Ray Morton Ore 
P & G@ Hartman 
Christina Lind 

Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Oro 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Oro 
Kay Parsons 
Carol Dennison 
Consuelo Flowerton 
V McNaughton 
Juanita Miller 
Easterbr’k & Farrar 

Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 
Ben Cutler Ore 
Fritz Prospero Orc 
Beverly Whitney 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Fernandez & Montes 
Paul Rosini 
Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, N.J.) 
Leo Reisman Orc 
Valdez Orc 
Raye & Naldl 
Danny Kaye 
Tamara 
Ames & Arno 
Rassian Kretchma 
Dora Boshoer 
Sergei Ignatenko 
Klobotchnik 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Voledia Katov Ore 


Stork Club 


Ernie Holst Ore 
Ann Kiess 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Ann Francine 
Carmen Miranda 
Village Barn 
Jack Denny Ore 
Elaine & Barry 
Cass Franklin 
Albenice 
Jo Ann 
Sons Purple Sage 


LOS ANGELES 


Grace Poggi 

Yor 

Petch & Deaville 
Rudolf Frim! Orc 


Cafe La Maze 


Greta Keller 
Bill “Hoffmaea 





| Mary McIntyre 
| Tommy Howard 


| Club Balt 


Bruz Fletcher 
Nellie Iutcher 


Cecoanut Greve 
Ice Vanities 
Juve Reichman Ore 


Earl Carroll 


' Bob Bromley 

' Bob Williams 

| Red Dust 

Miller & Reading 
| Sterner Sis 
| Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 
Zelaya 

Jean Tighe 
Frakson 

Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Orc 
Florentine Garden 
NTG & H'wood Kev 
Beb Ba'asco Orc 
Geraldine Ross 
Faith Bacon 
Taylor & Ress 
Chiquita 
Sugar Giese 
Elinor Troy 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 
Joe Frisco 
Enters & Borgia 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Sammy Wolt 
Jeffrey Gill 
Johnny Black Ore 
it Cafe 
Daryl! Harpa Orc 
La Conga 
Ernesto & Talya 
Paul Neighbors Or 
Phillip l.opez Ore 


Paris Ina 
Norman & Beverly 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Reom) 
Fabian Andre Ore 
Virginia Hayes 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Hadiey Gis 

Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Noll & Nolton 


Blackhawk 


Bob Crosby Orc 
Marion Mann 
Vicki Allen 

Orrin & Betty 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Dale Evans 
Pliner & Earl Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Reem) 
Florence Schuman 
Cecile Pittman 
Joan Baylor 
Vito Mancini 
Bill Blacido 
Broadmont 
Jack Farrell 
Patsy Gale 
Jane LaVonne 
Joan Talbot 
Danielle 
Herb Rudolphs Orc 
Chez Paree 
Georges & Jalna 
Sophie Tucker 
Everett West 
Evans Gis 
Mimi Kellerman 
Lou Breese Orc 


Club Alabam 


Ethel Brown 
Marion Moore 
Sadie foore 
Bernard & Henrle 
Bernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ors 
Dorothy Dale 
Edaie Roth Ore 

Club Minuet 
Patsy Mac 
Betty Saxon 
Mickey Sheridaa 
Jeanne Bell 
Sherry Wynn 
Phyllis Nobles 
Annette Kennedy 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 

Colony Club 
Carmen Mirando 
8 La Playas 
Bobby Ramos 
Carlos Molina Ore 


Colosimos 


Jack Prince 

Billy Gray 

Jerry Bergren 

Inga Borge 

Weber Sis 

Prona ph Gis 

Club Delisa 

Dorise Bradley 

Sam Theard 

Marion Abernathy 

Wesley Long 

Chippie Hill 

6 Jitterbugs 

Rhythm Will'e 

Charler Isom 

Partelle Gl. 

Red Saunders Oro 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 

Johnny Banga Oro 
(Peacock Km) 

Joe Vera 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


ote 

(Beach Walk) 
Fred Martin Ore 
R & Verna Pickert 
Clyde Rogers 
Glenn Hughes 
Doreen Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Don Aria Orc 
Pura Kayes 
Johnny Honnert 
Franke’s Casine 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Don & Lee 
Kay Karrol 
Helen Fox 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 00's 
Harriet Norris 
Tonya 
Juanita Willis 
Gloria Knight 
Ginger Woods 
Bob Danders Jr Or 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Kam) 





Hal Munroe Ore 


Mason & Page 

Dorothy Heller 

Dominic 

Marg'rite & M'rtines 

Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 
Seven Scas 


Hawk Shaw 
Harry Baty 
wiliian Gibson 
Bob Mathews 
Buddy Silvec 
Miss Avalon 
Puanani 
Sam Koki Ore 
Slapsy Maxtie’s 
Lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessy 
Maxie Hosenbicom 
Roy Sedley 
Jerry Brandow 
John Scott Ore + 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Una Wyte 
3 High Hats 
Lou Satlee Ore 


Swanne Ina 


Cleo Brown 
Charlie Evans 
Topsy’s 
Clyde Lucas 
Dolores Gay 
Hendrickson’'s 
Joe Bow 
Joe Barros Bd 
Jan Garber Ore 
Victor Hugo 
Henry King Orc 
Jerry Lester 
Dwight Fiske 
Wilshire Bowl 
Don & Heverly 
Phil Harris Ore 





Ruth Robins 


CHICAGO 


Wynn Faire 
Nord Richardson 


Harry’s New York 


Raiph Cook 
Margie Kelly 
June Glory 
Hart & Allison 
Alan Rogers 
Dorothy Johnson 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gis 


Willie Shore 

Mary McCormic 
Mary Grant 
Conway. Sis 
Kersten Gls 

Jimmy Cassidy Orc 


Ivanhoe 


Rit Kat 4 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 
L.’ Aigton 

Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdt 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 


Jack Chapman Ore 
Liberty Inn 


Valerie 

Roma 

Ann Heim 

Idolita 

Jack Taylor 

Don Dunn 

Jimmie O'Neil! 

Earl Wiley Ore 
Millstones 

Flo Whitman 

Nyra Lou 

Sharone Stringer 

Patsy Du Brae 

Genevieve Val 

Muriel Joseph 

Rae Cullis 

Bob Wray Ore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Manfrea Gotthelf 

Old Heidelberg 
Oid Heidelberg Co 
Murray Octett 
Raoul Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Helen Westbrook 
Herbie Orc 


Palmer House 
Empire Room 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Smoothies 
Roy Davis 
George Taps 
Bob Allen 
Janet Blair 
Jack le Mars 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Koom) 
Ben Pollack Ore 
Alice Kavan 
Alex & Santos 
Bill Russell 
Armide 
Jitterbugs 
Glaria Faye 
Carl Marx 

Silver Cloud 

Jimmy Ames 
Lou Folds 
June Vail 
Mignon 
Babette Gls 
Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gis 
Joan Dare 
Lili Dawn 
Maxine De Shon 
Carol Chappelle 
Roberta Roberts 
Joel & Annette 
Bernice Lind 
Don & Betty Lynne 
Sharone 
Boots Burns 
Dolly Sterling 
Alyse Serf 
‘Carrie Finnelle 
Sol lake Ore 
Tripoli 8 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Kuum) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Walter King 
Bob Kirk 
Buddy Marino 

Suzie ‘Q’ 





Dick Buckley 


Mill Dewitt 
Crystal Cook 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 
Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gis 
Thompson’s 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 


Arcadia 
Shannon 
Kida Vernon 
Motter & Davis 
Montez & Marie 
Frank Juele 
Johnny Curlin Ore 
Burguady Koom 
Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel 
Dick Wharton's Orc 
Fred Niedland 


Cadillac Tavera 
Tom O'Boyle “d 
Faddie Thomas 
Smiles & Smiles 
Grace O'Hara 
Chadwicks 
Darlene 
Hlendriques & A 
Billy Hayes Orch 


Cedarwood Cable 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Pat Provelll 

Nikki Nilkolat 

Betty Williams 

Frankte Scniuth 

Walt Temple Ore 

Cleb 15 


Dolmadenrs 

Dick Thomas 
Kiki Roberts 
Billy Meck 

Joe Emythe 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Club Bali 


Maurice & Cordova 
6 La Conga Danc 
Nat Brandwynne 
Henny Youngman 
Dr Grovinni 

Don Rinatdo’s Orc 


Cotton Club 


Bobby Evans Ore 
Reds & Curley 
Lovey Lane 

Otto Easton 
Rhythm Maniacs 
3 Loose Nuts 
Jimmy White 
Eddie Coles 

Jelly B’an Anderson 
Wendell Mason 


Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. Jd.) 


Joe Kraft Ore 
June Eldiidge 
Starke & Dorne 
Beryl Walker 


Dutkin’s 
Rathskeller 


Jose & Julie 
Marlyn Maynes 
Frankie Richardson 
Dave & D Cvoper 
Betty Mann 
Irving Brasiow Ore 
Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Sue Carlyle 
Betty Carlyle 
Mildred Fenton 
cliff Hall 
Adele Norville 
Florence Vestof 
Judy Barrett 
Billy Maples 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Carmen Montoya 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Blance Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
lita Rose 
Kay Allen 
Romero & Rosita 
Dorothy Max 
Jerry Toman 
Jimmy Raye 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Locust 
Pola Montoya 
Beth Challis 
Muriel Harrison 
Sue & Pepper 
Helen Wilson 
Bubbles Shelby 
Evelyn Bradley 
Betty Stone 
Betty McKee 
Kay Laverly 
Kings of Swing Or 
Hotel Ben Franklia 
Garden Terrace 
Val Ernie Orc 
Gay 20's 
Chie Wi!l'lams Ore 
Princesse Minnola 
Count Thomas 
May Joy 
4 Knights & Lady 
Covan & Covan 
Gruber’s Hof Brau 


Johny Bauer 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 
Monya Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 
Henrli’s 

Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne's Ore 

Hildebrand's 
Leslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 
Pete Hays 
Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 
Abe Sherr 
Maurice Beimont 
Bobby [ee Ora 
Hildebrand 8 


(H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 


Bill 


Jimmy Blake 
Herbie Pubrow 
Joe Lewis 

Koy Benson 
Helen Heath 
Leon & Mace 
Hob KHussell 
Kuster Shaver 


Olive & George 
Haroness Cichiny 
Glamour Gin (14) 
Nel! Fontaine Ore 
Jam Session 
Joa Varrecchia 
Vreddiea Kornfeld 
Tommy Packer 





Bernie Lowenthal 


Steve Stutland Oro 
Di Novi Twins 
Louise Shannon 
Thelma Marland 
Pat Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 


Yar 


Doriss Wittich Ore 
Janina LaBoda 





Claudia Coralll 


PHILADELPHIA 


Max Spector 

Jim Thorpe 

Hotel White Way 
(Atoo, N. J.) 


Page & Cody 
Garvay 

Dottie Small 
Johnny Kraus Ore 
Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ore 
Kleanor Obold 
Vinda Steehan 
EKvelyn Lauchain 
Joanne Sherer 


Lexington Casino 


Charlie Gaines Orc 
Rube, Johnnie, Ed 
Cashie Costello 
Lousie & 4 Clubs 
Frank Ponti 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Pete Hayes 
Wilford Mae Trio 
Lexington Trio 
Mike Jaffree 


Lido Venice 


Joe Joseph Orc 
Jule Ello 
Takayama 
Frank Hall 
Betsy King 
Shaw & Meade 


Little Rathskeller 


3 Paganos 
Jerry & Turk 
Renee Villon 
Joan Woods 
Frances Faye 
Jackie Miles 
Victor Hugo Oro 


Minstrel Tavern 


Bella Belmont 

Ed McGoldrick 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Leftus 
Marriott's R’m Orc 


Wayne & Kenon 
Crosetti Sis 

Grant Family 
Jack Hutchinson 
Dianne Rochell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 
New Leader Cafe 


Virginia Lee 
Maxine Scott 
Peggy LaMarr 
Bill Mayo Oro 
Lenny Burkie 
Johnny Flynn 
Rose Gillan 
Open Door 
Larry Wyle 
Romaine & C 
Niles & Joanne 
Illeana 
Jerry Vance 
Ted Oliver Ore 


Old Covered Wagon 


Leo Zollo Orc 
Palth Eastman 
Mildred Rogers 


Palumbo’s 


Howard. Reynolds 

Ben Perry 

Hal Raymond 

Mae Raymond 

Mazzone & Abbott 

Kippee Valez 

Valez Dancers 

2 Tones 

Black birds 

Bonnie Stewart 

Lawlor Sis 

Philadelphia Room 

Hayes Watson 
Purple Derby 

Powells 

Jackie Bvans 

Kay Terry 

Jackie & Jo-Ann 

Irvine 

Morty Burk’s Ore 

Jean La Mar 

Billy Newsome 

Nan Getty 

Margie Mealy 

Betty Mealy 

Aiice Gormley 
Red Lion Ina 

Day Sis 

Kd Chambers Oro 

Kitty Smith 

Jack Griffin 
Sansom House 

Milt Myers 

Ed Stanton 

Buddy Nugent 

Joe Dougherty 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 

Beale Street Boys 

University Trio 


Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Pinky Tomlin 
Sally La Marr 


Stork Club 


4 Modernettes 
Billy Daniels 
Billy Beck 
Ed & Morton 
Bob Carney 
Jean & Roberta 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Alan Gale 
Frances Deva 
Stamp's Trio 
Harlem Rythmanes 
Nora Williams 


Silver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 
Fonda & St Clair 
Marlene Chester 
Suzanne Brown 
M Familiant Orc 
George Reed 
20th Century 
Sonny Tufts 
Ginger Lynn 
Kalan’s Hoosiers 
Gray 
Wharton Sis 
Rillie Deck 
Terry James 
Stan Fritto 
Venice Grille 
Rose Venuti 
Tanya Garth 
Lolita 
William Lynn 
Geo Hamilton 
Ka Scarry Gavin 


Beck 





Viola Klaiss 


Viking Cafe 
Hughie McGinness 
Lorraine Donn 
Jim Naegra Ore 
Betty Stone 
Dimas & Anita 


Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


Jules Flacco 
Bob Merrill 
Maxellos 
Ted & M Taft 
De Martins 
Pat Sullivan 
Ted & Julia 
Jack Smith 
Dave Peterson 
Elmer Seltzer 
Leonard Cook 
Doris Elliott 


Ore 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Orc 
Maynard Deane 
Nita Norman 

Arlington Lodge 


June Gardner Orc 

Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Dave Lucas 
Frannie Rago 

Bill Green’s 
Everett Hoagland O 
Don Burke 


Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Reggie Dvorak 
Max Simon 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Dennis & Sayres 
Tubby Rives 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maples Orc 
Beverly Bennett 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Evergreen Gardens 
Frank Jay Ore 
Daisy, the Horse 
Wally Hamilton 
Ona 
Arnold Aris 
Mile Yvonne 
Lyken Sis 
Hotel Roosevelt 
3 Suns 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Orc 
Carol Mansfield 
Hotel Wm. Pena 
(Chatterbox) 
Lang Thompson Or 
Peggy Nolan 
Foo Martin 
Chuck Eaton 
(Continental 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al DiLernia 
Kenny wood 
Ben Young Ore 


Bar) 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Spec & Spot 
Karin Zoska 
Latasha & Laurence 
Mildred Smith 
Myron Ryan 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Alrway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Mabel Scott 
Monette Moore 
Bullfrog Shorty 
Billy Nightingale 
Cellege Inna 
Norman Brill Ore 
Bonnie LaVonne 


Eddie Rau 
Gloria Vale 
Lois Miller 


Freddie’s Cafe 
Kathryn King 


Francine 
Eddie Barnes 
Barbara Long 


6 Brucettes 
Gourmet Club 
BE Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 
Hanna Grilie 
Joy Robinson 
Lenny Colyer 
Pat Ryan 
Rubertino 


Hotel Allerton 
Grant Wilson 

Hotel Cleveland 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark O1e 
(Motor Bar) . 
Vie Abbs Orc 
Blossom Heath 
Carrol & Gorman 
Blois Adair 

Harl Smith Ore 
Bowery 
Mickey Cubertson 
Sophie Tucker 
Julio & Jean Tudell 
Marsha Wayne 
Jitterbugs (8) 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Blue Lantern 
Elton & Rita 
Jack Terry 
Freda Lazier 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Temple 

Lee Walters Oro 
Corktown Taverna 
Dick Haviland 
Beiva White 
Aloha Dean 
Yorke & Lewis 
Burns Canary Cir 


ae 


Syd Golden 
Rethe'r Eldoradiang 
Wilson's 

Joe Hough, me, 

8 Guardsmen 
Serge Flash 
Micky Familiant o 
Gayle Arden 
Rush Bros 
Vincent & Lane 


Yacht Club 
Jimmy Evans 
Lillian Russe 
Teddy Forrest 
Deane Collier 
Carmenchita 
4 Music Hall Gig 
Carol de Amore 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holtz 
Jane Patterson 
Mary Navis Ore 





PITTSBURGH 


Ginny Braynarad 
Youngsters 
Powers Klephants 
New Pean 
June Gardner Ore 
Dave Rose 
Carl & DeBay 
Betty Benz 
Betty Greenwood 
Roy Howard 
Nizon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
McNaltHe Sis 
K Behney Glia 
Varo & Korda 
6 Whirlwinds 
Angelo Di Palme 
Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosekoft 
Bishop Bros 
Whacky Wayne 
Joe Klein 
Mood Walson 
Alice Brooks Ore 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Howard Becker Or 
Mac Harris 
Bob Stahi 


Riviera 
Will Good Ore 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Sim psons 
Barbara Long 
Jackie Heller 
Clim Conrad 
Doris Dupont 
Shirley Heller 
Dance Cocktails 
Sky-Vue 
Cyril Woistman Or 
Helen Young 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hall 
Michele Bertoia 
West View 
Fran Bichler Ore 
Flying Beehees 
Willows 
Bob Millar Ore 





, CLEVELAND 


Frank Flynn 
Candy Candido 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Oro 
Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Nan Blakstone 
Val Voltane 
Kean Sis 
Romany Three 
Hotel Statler 
Manny Landers Ore 
Nelson Pressely 
Jack & Eddie’s 
Broadway Billie 
Rubertino, Roberls 
Bebe Sherman 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Orc 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Una Mae Carlisle 


Rey Raysor 
Pearl Delucca 
Judy Praston 


Harold Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Ruby Cummins 
June Bentley 
Bob Opitz Ore 
Meunds Club 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Three Idlers 
I.es Rhumberos U 
Jeanne Traverse 
Ohio Villa 


Terry Lawler 


Jackson, Stone, R 
Troy & Lynn 
Pal Mar Line 


Southern Tavern 








Eddie Jardon 





Lee Allen Ore 


DETROIT 


6 Vesters 

Eddie Bratton Ore 
Hund’s 

Greeno Trio 

Ann Dhyne 

Tweedy Schwartz ® 

Londen Chop House 

Pura Reyes 

June Nelson 

Ray Benson Ore 


Lido 
Rogers & Morrie 
Wanda Warren 
Frank Reynolds 
Worthington Twins 
Mark Fisher Ore 

Mayfair 
Gil Raye 
Stanley & Mac 
Lewis & Bradley 
Geo Dooley 
Joe Bankett 
2 Swifts 
Phil Olsen Oro 
Morocce 
Amos Jacobs 
Curtiss & Claira 
Emerson Frome 
Diana Davis 
Geo Alfano Ore 
Nebiole’s 
Curtiss & Clair 


(Continued on page 52) 
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-(BS’ GUARANTEED ROAD 


Managers Comply With New York's 





Ticket Law; Start Printing Notices 


* 


In compliance with the new state 
law, managers are starting to print 
a notice on tickets that the maxi- 
mum premium chargeable for or- 
chestra and box seats is 75 cents, if 
resold by an agency. The wording 
is rather confused, but sets forth 
that for any other location the 
amount over the boxoffice price 
shall not be more than 50 cents. 
First attraction to come under the 
new statute is ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ 
Broadhurst. Theatres and agencies 
are still waiting word from license 
commissioner Paul Moss that the law 
is actually in force. 


Surprise move in the ticket field 
came with the application of the 
Acme agency to come in under the 
code. It had been contesting the 
right of the League of New York 
Theatres to enforce the code and 
sought a restraining order last year. 
Court turned the argument over to a 
referee and the latter ruled against 
the ticket people, judge accepting 
the opinion in no uncertain terms. 


Code enforcement board will act 
on the Acme application and indica- 
tions are the offer to comply with 
the rules will be accepted. City 
agency, operated in the 21 Club, 
signed the code after being outside 
for a year. Reason for Acme’s 
change of front is ascribed to the 
adoption of the new law and the ap- 
parent difficulty in securing tickets 
for the hits. 

Another angle is the recent ques- 
tioning by the board of several 
brokers and boxoffice men doing 
business with unaccredited agencies, 
of which Acme was one. One 
broker accused of over-charging 
was checked up and it was found 
that he is allotted eight tickets 
nightly, but that all had been re- 
turned to the boxoffices. That im- 
plied he was not going outside the 
code, or was getting other tickets 
from an unknown source. Under- 
stood that he will lose the locations 
unless proving he can dispose of a 
reasonable amount of tickets. 


US. Legit in Mexico | 
City in Anticipation 
Of Bullish Tourism 


Mexico City, May 28. 

With Mexico anticipating the big- 
gest tourist season in its history be- 
cause of the European embroilment, 
a group of U. S. and native legit and 
film players has organized an Eng- 
lish-language theatre here in hope of 
cashing in. Organized along stock 
company lines, it has leased the | 
American theatre. 

Initial show, slated for June, will | 
be ‘The Bad Man.’ It will be fol- | 
lowed by “The Guardsman’ and a new 
play, ‘Gallery Gods,’ by Ed Meyer- 
son, researcher for a New York ad- 
vertising agency. Schedule is not 
set beyond that. Co-directors are 
Lillian Schoen, of Chicago, and Ale- 
jandro Fernandez. 


Abbott and Holm Want 
Betty Field For Play 


During his current stay on the 
Coast, George Abbott is conferring 
with Betty Field about playing the 
femme lead in his first Broadway 
production in the fall, John Cecil 
Holm’s ‘And One for the Lady.’ How- 
ever, she has already been offered 
the lead in the new Paul Vincent 
Carroll play which Eddie Dowling 
is to present. 

Abbott, who is producing-directing 
‘Too Many Girls” at RKO, and Miss 
Field, now making ‘Victory’ at Par- 
amount, have been associated in 
several shows, including Holm’s 




















Gibberish to Gillmore 


During a recent session of the 
Asociated Actors and Artistes 
of America, an Equity militant 
or progressive remarked that he’d 
like to see all the a.k.s off the 
association’s eouncil. Frank Gill- 
more asked what the expression 
meant. 

An element in the council was 
also referred to as bigots after 
the petition nominating Tallulah 
Bankhead for council was filed. 
It singled out Sam Jaffe as her 
opponent, but he was elected. 


Sam Harris Group 
Acovires Lyceum; 


Takes Over June 4 











{ 
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10 WEEKS’ TIME 
VIRTUALLY SET 


35-Week ‘Circuit’ Seen Pos- 
sible in Three Years, 
Shorter Route Gets Going 
Next Season — Web to 
Finance Shows, Paying 
Royalties to Managers 








VIRGIN TERRITORY 


The creation of 35 weeks of guar- 
anteed road dates 
within the next three years. For the 
coming season 10 weeks of such time 


is virtually assured for two or three 
standout attractions. Later more 
shows would be required. It is vir- 
gin territory which is impossible to 
play under ordinary conditions. 


But | 


is anticipated | 


Bert Lytell Ticket 


In at Equity; 


Union's Assets of $487,000 Surprises 





Equity’s annual meeting and elec- 
tion at the Astor hotel, New York, 
| Friday (24) was an orderly event 
which saw the naming of the regu- 
|lar ticket headed by Bert Lytell. 
| Most interesting to the membership, 
attendance of which considerably 
under expectations considering the 





association despite unusual outlays | 
during the fiscal year which term- 
inated March 31. 

Cash on hand totals $218,800. Total , 
assets were placed at $487,000, as_ 
compared with $456,776 the previous 
year. Net income was $18,000 and 
| would have been $10,000 more had 
,the arrangement with the Screen 


Guild, Farmer Settie 
Tiff on “Sth Column’, 





| 


| 


fact that leaders were placed in of- | 


Actors Guild not terminated last fall. 
‘SAG paid over to Equity the equiva- 
lent of its annual dues from legiters 
,in Hollywood studios, that income 
| ceasing because the Coast contingent 
| withdrew from the association. One 
of the major cost items is out, how- 
ever, as the president receives no 
| Salary. Frank Gillmore used to get 


fice for a three-year term, was the $13,000 annually and is paid that 
excellent financial condition of the | 


the report, it to be separately ac- 
tors and Artistes of America. 

The Equity building has a book 
value of $99,000, but probably would 
not bring more than $60,000 at this 
time. It cost around $135,000, includ- 
ing remodeling the property. On 


. hand, too, are securities and mort- 


gages totaling $80,000. Pointed out 
that as of March 31 the market quo- 


‘tation on bonds was but $1,500 un- 


der the levels at which the securi- 
ties were purchased, although the 
values have probably dropped si~we 
that date. 


| Among the assets are monies due 


Acquisition of the Lyceum, N. Y.,’ 
last week by Sam H. Harris and as- | 
sociates was something of a surprise. 
along Broadway, but the deal will | 
not be consummated until June 4,/| 
when title to the property will have | 
been cleared. The Harris group, | 
which includes Marc Heimann, | 
Max Gordon, Moss Hart and George 
S. Kaufman, sought to obtain the) 


Martin Beck, but that veteran de-| 


Newest road proposal, known to be 
highly favored by showmen to whom 
it was broached, has been put forth 
by the concert bureau of the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System. It had 
been reported that chain and Na- 


tional Broadcasting Co. had tabled | 


plans to use legit shows, but the idea 


is very much alive, particularly on 
the part of CBS. 


It had been stated that a year’s 


‘from affiliate unions in the Four A’s, 
|including the parent union, totaling 
| $35,500, and including a recent ad- 


Charges Withdrawn 
‘vance to the American Guild of Va- 


Matter of Frances Farmer versus |: : : 

: : _riety Artists, which owes most of 
the Theatre Guild over her with- the coin. Counted in, too, are 
drawal from ‘The Fifth Column’ dur-  World’s Fair bonds, that investment 
ing rehearsals has been settled, and, being $10,000, but those bonds 


- dropped over two-thirds in value. 
h $ : 
charges agains{ the actress that she Chae Equity also loaned AGVA 
breached a run of the play contract money, but that is not included in 





clined the bid, saying he did not | preparation would be required to ob- 
wish to retire from show business.| tain subscribers, but that does not 

Lyceum, which was built in 1903,/ apply so far as the CBS plans are 
has been on the market for several | concerned. Proposal is so attractive 
years and was considered a realty| from the managerial end that there 


not come on from Hollywood, 
where she is doing picture work, | 
her attorney Arthur B. Krim mak-| 
ing the adjustment. | 


will be dropped. Miss Farmer did the report, it to beseparately ac- 
counted for by the branch. 
1,342 Withdrawals 

Significant was the membership 


Understood the actress has agreed data. There are slightly less than 


| with offices 
| probably keep his own office in the 


bargain. House cost $646,000 and_| is little doubt the new bookings will 
the property was assessed at $450,000! start next fall or winter with a 10- 
recently, that representing the, week season for a starter. 


ground value which originally was} 
$229,000. 


understood to be $40,000. 


Property was in the possession of | 
the Bowery Savings Bank, which| 
took over ‘because the first mort-| 
gage of $225,000 was foreclosed. It} 
was Fented about four years ago by | 
the late Spencer Bettleheim, of} 
Harris’ Music Box ticket staff, and) 
Otto F. Diehl, chief electrician for) 
the producer. They did fairly well! 
on operation until shortly before 
Bettleheim suicided. Diehl arranged | 
the purchase and is turning the 
Lyceum over to the Harris interests, 
probably retaining a share. 

In addition to the investment pos- 
sibilities of the Lyceum, house will 
provide another outlet for the Har- 
ris attractions, which have been} 
berthed in other theatres when the| 
Music Box is occupied. Longer en- | 
gagements will be possible with the! 
house and show under the same 
management, also better chances for 
profit. 

Theatre proper on west 45th, 
street, but site extends into 46th 
street, that part being a narrow strip, 
above. Harris will 


is 


Music Box, with the staff moving to 
the Lyceum. 





John Emery Replaces 


Donald Cook in ‘Skylark’ 


Unusual procedure was followed 


by John Golden in engaging John | 
Emery to replace Donald Cook in 
‘Skylark,’ which ended its season at | 
the Morosco, N.Y., Saturday (25). | 
Emery played the final three per- 
formances and his entrance into the 
cast at that time was figured to save 
rehearsals prior to the play’s open- 
ing out of town. Both he and Cook 
were under salarv. Vivian Vance | 
rejoined the show for the fina] week, | 
having been out to appear in the 
short-lived ‘Out from Under’ and 
will go on tour. 

At the request of Gertrude Law- 
rence, who stars in ‘Skylark,’ it will 
play the first week in July at the. 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. It 
then trains for the Coast, opening 


Plan, which appears more advan- 


Sale price was $240.000| tageous than the several other road | 
and the amount of cash required is ideas now in the discussion stage, | 


has been put forth convincingly by | 


Ralph Colin, a young attorney, of 
the CBS bureau. Latter has con- 
tracted a flock of small communities 
for concerts and recitals along ‘picl:- 
age’ lines and that makes it possi- 


ble to use some plays to inject va- | 


riety to the presentations. Ward 
French, also of CBS, who is familiar 
with the ‘new territory,’ is in charge 


, of details. 


CBS Financing 


CBS is to finance production in 
entirety, but the manager is to have 
complete charge of casting and di- 
rection. Royalty to the manager is 


| to be paid on an agreed gross level, 


determined on the takings of concert 
attractions up to now, and royalties 
to authors similarly arranged. 


As outlined, the manager cannot | 


lose and is guaranteed a profit with- 
out investment in shows sent over 
the CBS circuit. Figures presented 
show amazing attendance in remote 
communities. Even in towns with 


'a@ population as low as 1,500, capa- 


city attendance has been the rule, 
showing that concerts draw from 
other communities. Stage plays 
would be on a six-nights weekly 
basis. with the top not higher than 
$2.20. 
Musicals 
large casts 
tions are not feasible for the CBS 
time. Explained that interest in the 
presentations made so far has been 
whetted by local radio broadcasts, 
which would naturally apply to 
legiters. First attraction likely to ac- 
cept the radio chain’s bookings is 
(Continued on page 50) 


‘LIFE WITH FATHER’ 
WINS MEGRUE PRIZE 


The Roi Cooper Megrue prize for 
the best comedy of the season has 
been awarded to ‘Life With Father,’ 
at the Empire, N. Y. Selection was 


and shows 








voted Monday (27) by the council of | 
It is the first | 


the Dramatists Guild. 
time the prize has been given since 
Arthur Kober’s ‘Having a Wonder- 
ful Time’ won it in 1937. 


requiring , 
and expensive produc- | 


to pay $1,009 in settlement. Orig- 
| inally she offered $500, part of which 
| was an advance received on salary. 
| Guild end, which includes Billy 
Rose, who had a piece of the play, 
which recently closed on Broadway 
until autumn, asked for $1,500. 





Katherine Locke replaced Miss Far- | 


mer in the cast. 


When Miss Farmer suddenly 
walked and turned up on the Coast, 
it was explained that her hasty 
' action was the result of an emotional | 
shock. It was then revealed, too, 
that she separated from her hus- 
| band, Lief Erickson, now appearing 
'in ‘Higher and Higher, Shubert, 
Ny. 


MANAGERS ASK EASE 
ON SUNDAY SHOWS 


New move to ease Equity’s restric- 
j tions on Sunday performances has 
‘been made by the League of New 
| York Theatres. ‘In view of the 
| present situation in the theatre,’ the 
|producers-theatre Owners organiza- 
tion has asked the actor union to 
permit Sunday performances at the, 
isame pay as weekday shows, with’ 
another night: off to be substituted 
for the Sabbath performance. Equity 
council yesterday (Tuesday) re- 
ferred the matter to its committee on 
unemployment. 


Subject of Sunday shows has 
arisen several times in the last few 
years. Such performances were, 
made legal a couple of seasons ago 
| by the State legislature, but Equity’s | 
,regulations requiring double pay for | 
|Sabbath shows has discouraged the | 
practice. It has been tested several | 
‘times, but never proved profitable | 
'at the upped rate. 


Alan Hewitt was named yesterday | 
| (Tues.) by the council to the va- 
|cancy in that group created by the 
recent election of Augustin Duncan 
to the third vice-presidency of the 
!association. Hewitt will serve until 
the next general election in May, 
194), 











} 





Coburn Quits H’wood 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Charles Coburn shoved off by 
plane yesterday (Monday) to re- 
sume his summer job as director of 
the Mohawk Drama Festiva] in up- 


2,500 in good standing out of a total 
!membership of around 4,300. Dur- 
ing the year there were 1,342 ‘hon- 
orable withdrawals,’ the largest nume- 
ber in-the history of the association. 
‘That total was reached largely 
through the mass withdrawal of the 
Coast membership when the SAG 
'deal stopped, number dropping out 
from there being over 900. With- 
drawal means severance from Equity, 
but those in that category may re- 
turn in good standing by payment 
of the regular dues ($18 yearly) 
without initiation fee. Balance of 
players not paying dues at this time 
have excuse cards, meaning they are 
unemployed and not liable for dues 
until getting engagements. 

There was an impressive list of 
| membership losses by death, promi- 
nent stage and screen names being 
read off. However, there were 616 
new members admitted. Idea of one 
big union did not receive considera- 
tion, it being a Four A’s matter. 
From the floor, however, came a 
' proposal that Equity go on record as 
favoring neutrality. The chair put 
_the clamp on the motion because of 
its political nature and those present 
were told that there are any num- 
ber of peace organizations to which 
they may subscribe. 


Higher Minimums Back to Council 


Proposal to raise minimum salaries 
from $40 to $50 weekly was dis- 
cussed after a committee’s report 
on the move was read. Report rec- 
ommended that it be given further 
consideration because of other an- 
gles involved. The plan to raise the 
minimum was sent back to council 
for that reason and may not be 
threshed out again until autumn. 
That would indicate that there will 
be no boost during the coming sea- 
son. If the move were decided on 
by referendum it is believed it 
would be voted in. 

Should the minimum be raised, it is 


| 


|almost certain to be accompanied 
iby the upping of Equity initiation 


‘fees from $50 to $100, or more. 
Higher minimum pay would attract 
membership applicants from other 
fields. Another development would 
be the establishment of a new class 
of membership, who would be 
apprentices, probably getting half 
the minimum for at least a fixed 
period. Argued that new members 
should not receive as much as ex- 
perienced players, since it would be 
unfair to the latter. 

A junior ctassification still is in 





‘Three Men on a Horse,’ as well as! July 15 at the Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
‘Boy Meets Girl.) ‘Room Service.’| Tour is booked into next February 
‘What a Life,’ ‘Primrose Path’ and| with Miss Lawrence due back on 
‘Ring Two.’ Broadway in a new play thereafter. | 


Award goes to the two authors of 
‘Father. Russel] Crouse and Howard 
Lindsay. It’s the eighth award 
10 specified in the Megrue will 


of | 


force Originally, juniors got $25 
weekly minimum, but this was 


(Continued on page 50) 


istate New York. 
His last picture role was in ‘The 
Captain Is a Lady’ at Metro. 
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Plays on Broadway 





KEEP OFF THE GRASS 


schngzzola profile doesn’t make the 
,grade in spots. In one sequence 


Mood’ (more dancing accomp_ by 
Betty Bruce, Daphne Vane, Jose 
Limon and Henry Dick; Limon and 
Vane, as Ealanchine protegees, are 
given generous opportunities) fol- 
lowed by Shakespeare’s-a-Poppin, in 
'the Olsen and Johnson manner. 
Ilka Chase, as Juliet, has bello s up 
her skirts for laughs, and Durante, 


Shubert revue starring Jimmy Durante, | Durante seems downright ashamed | ,. Romeo, is also from hunger. 


tay Bolger, Jane Froman, Ilka Chase, with 
om Bruce, Nan Rae, Maude Davis, 


Larry Adler, Virginia O’Brien, John Mc- 


Cauley, Sunnie O'Dea, Jack Gleason, The | 


DeTuserins, Jose Daphne Vane, 
Robert Shackleton, Sid Walker, Peanuts 
Bohn, Hal Neiman, Emmet Kelly, Mar- 
eery Moore, Dodson’s Monkeys. Music, 
James Mcilugh; lyrics, Al Dubin and How- 
ard Dietz; sketches, Mort Lewis, Parke 
Levy and Alan Lipscott, 8S. Jay Kaufman, 
Panama and Frank; dances, George Bal- 
anchine; staged by Edward Duryea Dowl- 


Limon, 


ing; costumes and scenery, Nat Karson; 
orchestra, John McManus; arrangements, 
Hans Spialek, Don Walker, Anthony R. 


Morelli 
rangements, 
music, Vernon Duke; interpolated scene, 
Reginald Beckwith (with Mort Lewis); 
femme choir, 9; 16 ponies; 8 boys; opened 
May 23, '40, at Broadhurst theatre, N. Y., 
$6.60 top opening; regular scale, $4.40 top. 


Virginia O'Brien's are 
Wilson; interpolated 


(vocal); 
Art 





The Shuberts’ new revue, ‘Keep 
Off the Grass,’ starts out like a 
whirlwind, with a sock first act, and 
goes Fanchon & Marco in the second 
half. The result is one of bewilder- 
ment—wondering why the redistri- 
bution of wealth wasn’t obvious, and 
also why and how the producers 
didn’t see the equally obvious faults. 

Replete with talent, it’s misdirected 
fin some spots, to the degree that at 
least one of the four co-stars, Ilka 
Chase, is almost completely wasted. 
The bits she does could be handled 
by any minor girl, and it’s a wonder 
this excellent legit comedienne, 
marking her musical comedy debut, 
stood for it. The other femme co- 
star, Jane Froman, is overworked 
vocally to such an extent that she 
starts to pall. It parallels what the 
Shuberts have done to Virginia 
O’Brien, a Broadway newcomer, who 
proved the surprise hit opening 
night with her deadpan swing-sing- 
ing. She is given four spots, when 
two would be socko. After the third 
you start hating her, through no 
fault of her own. 

Jimmy Durante and Ray Bolger, 
completing the stellar quartet, are 
better than their material, which is 
saying plenty for their talents. 
Durante works in yeoman fashion, as 
does Bolger, but after the latter’s 
prolonged ‘Raffles’ ballet routine he 
is carrying a good thing too far. 

With a battery of sketch authors 
and the Dubin-McHugh songs, it re- 
mains for a couple of Howard Dietz 
lyrics (interpolated) and Art Wil- 
son’s dandy vocal arrangements for 
Miss O’Brien to really count for 
most. ; 


Appraising ‘Keep Off the Grass’ as 
a@ summer musical entry, it’s not a 
good $4.40 buy. However, the name- 
power should give it a moderate run, 
ho it could have been a boxoffice 
off. 


The negative aspects are chiefly 


| of his assignment, quite obviously, in 
!a panze ‘Hormones’ bit, with magic 
pills (one for strength, the other for 
effeminity), a palpable switch on 
that Joemiller burley bit, the routine 
with the magic flower. 


Jimmy McHugh has turned out a 
tuneful score and, alternately wiih 
Al Dubin and Howard Dietz’s lyrics, 
has a brace of hits in ‘Two In a Taxi,’ 
‘A Latin Tune, a Manhattan Moon, 
and You,’ ‘This Is Spring,’ and ‘Clear 
Out of This World.’ Virginia 
O’Brien, who came to attention in 
the intimate Coast revue, ‘Meet the 
People,’ gets her opportunities in an 
olio specialty each time, swinging the 
ballads, in reprise. It’s her first time 
on Broadway. Her deadpan style is 
deliberately or otherwise a devas- 
tiating rib on Eve Symington and 
that ilk of ‘society singers.’ If Miss 
O’Brien can change pace sufficiently, 


around New York. 


A sextet of park bums weave and 
in out, somewhat too frequently, but 
funny enough when teeing off with 
‘The Cabby’s Serenade,’ and their 
frankly ribald lyrics about the 
‘Horse With the Hansom Behind.’ 
Jane Froman backed by the Morelli 
Singers (9) and danced by Jose Li- 
mon, Daphne Vane, Margery Moore 
and 16 ponies, is next with the first 
likely tune, ‘This Is Spring,’ in a hand- 
some Karson setting, with Balan- 
chine’s first effective terp routine. 
Miss O’Brien whams ’em here with 
her initial vocal swingeroo. 


Durante’s boxoffice potency was 
quite vociferously demonstrated with 
a show-stopping salvo upon his en- 
trance for the ‘Tree Doctor’ scene, a 
somewhat ribald sketch by Mort 
Lewis, radio author. The Schnoz as 
the tree surgeon, diagnosing a sick 
tree, gets in some funny stuff, not all 
of it for the parlor kiddies. 


Ray Bolger’s ‘Crazy As a Loon,’ 
with good dancing assist of Sunnie 
O’Dea, vaude and nitery alumna, 
clicks and also first brings on Larry 
Adler’s harmonica backgrounding. 
Adler later has a solo spot, in tails 
’n’ all, and proves a highlight all the 
way with his mouth-organ virtuosity. 
A not too funny necking scene *be- 
tween Ilka Chase and John Mc- 
Cauley next. Howard Dietz’s clever 
‘Fugitive from Esquire’ lyric has 
Durante as the over-dressed fashion- 
plate with a quartet of valets. Betty 
Bruce’s dancing solo is a_ stand- 
out; then ‘The Fountain,’ so-so se- 


& Co. It’s her most legitimate com- 
edienne opportunity. 


Jane- Froman’s ‘Two In a Taxi’ 
(also a Dietz lyric) is well done by 
her and Shackleton, thence back to 
‘The Old Park Bench,’ with some 
more clever Dietz wordage. Jack 
Gleason (alumnus of Jack White’s 





the fault of poor routining and inept 
script material. The Georre Balan- 
chine production is quite sumptuous. 
His choreography, Nat Karson’s de- 
cor, Edward Duryea Dowling’s pro- 
duction values and the rest of it are 
truly big league. But some of the 
bits and numbers are Gus Sun, by 
way of radio. 


Plussage of dancing is offset by 
excellent individual contributions, 
notably Bolger and Betty Bruce with 
her tiptop taps and terps. Ditto 
Sunnie O’Dea, in double routines. 
The svelteness slows it when the 
highly photogenic Jane Froman, of 
fine carriage and excellent voice, 
with Robert Shackleton a manly 
barytone as vis-a-vis, are given vocal 
interludes at moments that seem to 
halt the progression. Miss Chase is 
a missout, strictly the authors’ col- 
lective fault, and even the great 
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zany mob at Club 18), Adler, Pea- 
nut Bohn, Hal Nieman, Emmet Kelly 
and Sid Walker, all burley and vaude 
graduates, are the tramps, and 
handle the lyrics well. ‘Misinforma- 
tion Please’ satire, with Durante as 
Fadiman, and lLaMotte Dodson’s 
clever chimp troupe as the experts, 
gets over well. Thence ‘Latin Tune, 
Manhattan Moon,’ by Bolger and 
Miss Bruce, with Limon-Vane-Moore 
and ensemble backing them up, for 
another click. 


‘Life With Mother’ satire has the 
Roosevelt clan in red wigs a la ‘Life 
With Father’ play. Apart from a 
question of good taste, it is remiss 
in its haphazard results. Durante 
and Miss Chase are the President 
and Mrs. Roosevelt. Sid Walker, as 
cinematic James Roosevelt, is given 
a few Sam Goldwyn cliches to 
mouth. Adler’s specialty, okay, is 
followed by a poor (and dirty) Rhett, 
Scarlett and Ashley lyric, which re- 
lies principally on a smutty pun on 
how Vivien Leigh’s surname is pro- 
nounced. Durante, Bolger and Miss 
Chase are the trio. ‘Clear Out of 
This World,’ by Jane Froman, et al., 
capped by Miss O’Brien scat-singing, 
finales the forepart. 

Then comes the second act sham- 
bles. ‘Look Out for My Heart’ is a 
type of slow, production and ballet 
routine that could well have opened 
the show, just as ‘World’ would have 
made a better re-introduction for the 
second half. In ‘Heart’ the fencing 
Joanna and Bela de Tuscan scintil- 
late. He was the Hungarian sabre 
champion and Joanna de Tuscan, after 
captaining the last. American 
Olympic fencing team, became the 
world’s professional champion lady 
fencer. She’s also a looker, being 
voted at the last Olympics as the 
most beautiful femme athlete on the 
U. S. team. 

Jimmy Durante’s ‘Museum Piece’ 
(by S. Jay Kaufman and Mort 
Lewis) is funny in spots, made 











‘mostly so bv the comedian’s work as | 


| the guide to the art lovers. Old 
| Jitterbug, wherein Bolger, Sunnie 
'O’Dea and troupe, as AKs, come to 
| life into a 1940 shag routine, is 
Strictly from Leon & Eddie’s, and not 
| $4.40 musical revue. Miss O’Brien 
/again. Thence ‘Birds,’ with Nan Rae 


'and Maude Davis (the vet Clark Sis- | native to the land of Reds. 
Mgt.: WM. KENT ' 


ters, -when in vaude, and latterly in 

revues and on Kate Smith’s show), 

which again slows things up. 
Jane Froman sings ‘I’m in 


she’s a cinch for class nitery work | 


quence between Bolger, Miss Chase | 


the | 


| That’s one for Cain's pronto. But, 
| thus slowed, along comes Bolger's 
| ‘Raffles’ ballet (music by Vernon 
| Duke), a long, drawn-out conceit 
i that's dated basically in style and 
presentation, and hampers the tempo 
at a time when it needs a hypo. 
Bolger’s interpretative terpsichore is 
faultless but the spotting and pacing 
are disastrous. 


‘Old Park Bench’ reprise precedes 
‘Hormones’ by Panama and Frank, 
accredited authors, who maybe never 
heard of Harry (Zoop) Welch, Abe 
Reynolds. Harry Steppe, Sliding Billy 
Watson, Ned (Clothes) Norton, Frank 
X. Silk nor even of Phil Silver. That 
sketch is strictly out of the files. 
More Virginia O’Brien, by which 
time she’s become something of a 
menace, and the finale. 


Call the kid with the scalpel, and 
' he may play-doctor it into a brighter, 
tighter revue. Abel. 


RUSSIAN BANK 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the St. James, N. Y., May 24, ‘40, by 
Theodore Komisarjevsky; written and 
staged by same and Stuart Mims; Jose- 
Pphine Houston, James Rennie, Effie Shan- 
non, Tonio Selwart featured; $2.75 top. 


| 


i 





ST Sarre er reer «--Natasha_ Boleslavsky 
BOOOF 0 6ccsevnseenseeeens Mithatl Rasumny 
Serova...eee ecccccccccvece. Natalie Harrie 
Natasha..... ecececeeesss-dosephine Houston 
PULIONIED. 66.00.0006 eee rere Ty James Rennie 
PAtIOUNOR s 6 06:0:46:0:06 00% eee--Ralph Morehouse 
Madame Denisova.......... Jeanne Palmer 
Meas 505 494000000089 Ernestine Stodelle 
ERAS cbosaeaseerepasenesane Jay Mannering 
Baron Oehere. os.ccsses eee-- Roger Plowden 
Count Malsky....... eocceeee. Gerald Kean 
Grand Duke Nikita.,.........Tonio Selwart 
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Michon, Michel Greben, Arcady Stoy- 
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Boris Belostozky, Alexis Bolan, Michel 
Greben, Feodor Zarkevitch. 
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Something of an oddity is ‘Rus- 
sian Bank.’ In fact it is such a mix- 
| ture of drama that the first-nighters 
wondered what it is about and why 
the show reached presentation. Lit- 
tle doubt, however, that ‘Bank’ is 
negative as diversion. 

Productively it is distinctly bet- 
ter than the story or the acting. 
Theodore Komisarjevsky, credited 
with collaborating on the script, de- 
signed the settings. He is also the 
director and presenter and, given 
better material, may have turned out 


an attraction comparable to his rep 
abroad. 


Play is dated just before and after 
the Russian revolution, mostly in the 
days of the Bolsheviks. First scene 
is the dressing room of Natasha, 
she being the blond toast of the Im- 
perial Opera, in the then-called city 
of St. Petersburg and is in love with 
a grand duke. 


The doorman is made a commissar 
when the upset starts, so Natasha 
becomes his mistress to save her 
noble from liquidation. She has val- 
uables in the bank conducted by 
Americans, but wealth is grabbed 
and the building is turned into a 
guard house. ne of the ‘white 
Russians,’ an ample woman, opens 
up an apartment speakeasy-cabaret 
and it is there that the show is sup- 
osed to deliver some sort of punch. 
t opens the way for music and song, 
supposedly by McCoy former Rus- 
sians, but the scene fails to lift the 
enervating performance. 


All hands come to America and 
the final act is in a tastefully de- 
signed Long Island home. Some of 
the story about the bank re-enters 
at this point, too. Natasha again 
meets the duke, now in the livery 
of a chauffeur. She tells him that 
it’s all over and, after living with 
the other man, they love each other 
too much to be parted. 


Josephine Houston appears in the 
strange part of Natasha. She is the 
looker of the femme contingent and 
has a song or two, one interpolated 
number being ‘Love Is a Cheat,’ by 
Irving Caesar. James Rennie is her 
low-born lover who later blossoms 
out in tails, but his first costume is 
akin to a balloon tire for some rea- 
son. 


Effie Shannon, as the hostess in 
the American home, is charming, but 
the part is comparatively small. 
Tonio Selwart as the disappointed 
duke, only fair for his is not a Mus- 
covite dialect. Natalie Harris, an 
eccentric comedienne draws atten- 
tion as a Bolshy telephone operator. 

Program uncovers a flock of names 
When 
| they gab, the word ‘da’ is frequent. 
|It probably means yes, but the 
| show’s chances are the reverse. 
Ibee. 











Inside Stuff—Legit 





of 15c. 


available for the purpose. 


the Circus,’ originally a Hungarian 


There is a nightly pool at the Mansfield, N. Y., Lep Solomon, treasurer 
of the house, Ben Stein, company manager of ‘Separate Rooms,’ and three 
others around the front of the house putting in two bits each. Winner ig 
the one who guesses the receipts closest. Because the number of two for 
ones varies considerably, it is difficult to call the figure, but the guesses 
have been close enough. One evening, Stein, who is ahead on the pool, 
beat Solomon by one dollar. Another time there was only a difference 


Play had its best gross last week, takings ‘being $6,000. It was originally 
called ‘Thanks for My Wife’ and opened in Seattle. 





When the Players Club entered into a rental of the Hudson, N. Y., for 
reviving ‘Love for Love,’ which opens next Monday (3), Shubert office 
indicated the house would be available for rehearsals in the set this week. 
‘Grey Farm,’ playing the house, held over and it was necessary to obtain 
another rehearsal spot. Harry Sommers, of the National, made that house 


Switch means a double haul of the production, meaning an unexpected 
expense item of between $400 and $500. 





Suit of George L. Bard and Rosalind Mia Copping against Billy Rose, 
Billy Rose’s Jumbo, Inc., John Hay Whitney, Ben Hecht, Charles Mac- 
Arthur, George Abbott, the Texas Centennial, Live Stock & Frontier Days 
Exposition, Inc., was discontinued and settled in N. Y. federal court last 
week. Settlement gives the plaintiffs $500. 

Action claimed that ‘Jumbo’ plagiarized the plaintiff’s play, ‘Queen of 


show. An injunction, accounting of 


profits and damages had been sought. 





Current Road Shows 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Ray- 
mond Massey )—Auditorium, St. Paul 
(27); Davidson, Milwaukee (28-29). 

‘King Richard I’ (Maurice Evans) 
—Geary, San Francisco, 

‘Life With Father’—Blackstone, 

Chicago. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
ly wood. 

‘Merry Widow’—Philharmonic Au- 
ditorium, Los Angeles. 

‘Oscar Wilde’—El Capitan, Holly- 
wood, 








Equity Elects 
| ee, CONtINUed from page 49 


eventually raised to $40 on the 
ground that experienced people were 
discriminated against by some man- 
agers. While the pay is the same, 
juniors Go not have full privileges, 
including the right to vote. 

Tallulah Bankhead failed to be 
elected to council, running on a 
solo independent ticket. Narrowly 
missing nomination by petition at 
the last minute caused a furor 
within Equity, the move being made 
by ‘regulars,’ supposedly of the con- 
servative element. Petition origi- 
nally aimed to have Miss Bankhead 
oppose Sam Jaffe on the regular 
ticket and the petitioners were 
caustically criticized, since it indi- 
cated factional feeling. 


In addition 10 Jaffe. those placed 
On council for five years: William 
David, Audrey Christie, Walter 
Abel, Matt Briggs, Leon Ames, Ruth 
Hammond, John Emery, Sam Levene 
and Kent Smith. Officers: Bert 
Lytell, president; Walter Houston’ 
Florence Reed, Augustin Duncan, 
Peggy Wood, vice-presidents; Paul 
Dulizell, treasurer, and’ John Beal; 
recording secretary. Dullzell con- 
tinues, too, as executive secretary, 
an appointed post. 

There were around 650 present, 
but only 350 were eligible to vote. 
The out of town vote was small, 
partly because of the Hollywood 
withdrawals, total number of votes 
being 462, but 42 ballots were in- 
validated. Highest individual count 
was 414, for Lytell. 


CBS’ Road 


Continued from page 49 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
sponsors of which are known to 
favor the CBS plan. That play was 
claimed to have been secured by the 
American Theatre Society, which is 
also aiming for the small stands but 
along different lines. 


Co-ordination of the several road 
buildup plans is an eventuality, since 
the outlook now is that shows could 
switch from one ‘circuit’ to another. 
Should only part of the road plans 
eventuate, far more time outside of 
New York will be played than in the 
past few seasons, 

One booking outfit, which has been 
surveying the possibilities of opening 
up new territory, concedes that it 
cannot tie up a consecytive string of 
subscription or guaranteed dates. A 
sinking fund of $100,000 is the first 
requirement, attractions to be guar- 
anteed against loss. This plan was 
proposed some time ago, but man- 
lagers have done nothing about it. 




















Others, however, say that a season of 
24 weeks is the objective. When an 
operating loss is registered the red 
amount would be forwarded to the 
management, coin coming out of the 
fund, but it is figured that during 
the season a majority of dates would 
be profitable. 


The National Theatre Academy has 
another idea about rehabilitating the 
road, with Robert E. Sherwood, of 
the Playwrights, active in its fur- 
therance, National received a con- 
gressional charter about four years 
ago, but nothing came of the plan, 
which called for $1,000,000 backing 
but without federal participation. 


Sherwood’s idea in general is to 
troupe plays to be presented at 
prices from 25c to $1.50 top. He has 
communicated with civic bodies in 
many sections, asking whether the 
plan would receive local support. 
Some replies enthusiastically are in 
favor of it, others being skeptical 
because of unsatisfactory road-show- 
ings in the past year, or so. Another 
type of response fears that local 
drama, or little theatre groups, 
would be imperiled, expressions in- 
dicating such communities could not 
support both the local organizations 
and the touring shows. These com- 
munities appear to favor the kind of 
shows they put on themselves. 





Play Out of Town 


SUCH GENIUS 


Los Angeles, May 21. 
Comedy in three acts, six scenes, by 
Hunter Lovelace and Claire Parrish; pre- 
sented by Peggy Cleary at Ben Bard Play- 
house, T.o8 Angeles, May 21, ‘40; directed 
by Ken Thurber. 








Cast: Paul Barrett, Jean Gale, Marjorie 
Philip. Claire Riegal, Julie Ring, Elaine 
Lockridge, Douglas Rutherford, Alexander 
Bell, Irene George, William Adler, Alfred 


Wagstaff, William Barclay, Ken Chavelle, 
Don Grusso. 





Couple of playwrights try to make 
a sucker out of the frau of one of 
them, who has a burning yen to 
write the great American play and 
show up the pros. The cure back- 
fires and the gal’s play clicks, despite 
the connivances of a couple of catty 


dames and attempts of the scribes to 
invest it with sappy cliches. She, 
and not her male collaborators, get 
the Hollywood bid to make it into 
a film. It all makes for a triumph 
of righteousness after pretty much 
of a jerky journey. 


Despite a tenable premise, the 
iece hasn’t enough illuminating 
ines or sock situations to hold out 
promise for bigger things in the 
theatre. An expert play doctor 
might string together the piece for 
better results and smooth over some 
implausible passages. The basic plot 
holds much comedy content, but its 
unfoldment allows for too many 
convenient tangents and _ militates 
against a natural progression of se- 
quence, 


Paul Barrett is a breezy juvenile 
and had the eye of the picture 
scouts. He’s a clean cut chap and 
shapes up as cinema timber, what 
with Hollywood searching high and 
low for youthful talent to relieve 
the pressure on the half dozen or so 
leading men . He ‘handles his lines 
well and moves about with the ease 
and confidence of a vet. 


Jean Gale tops the femme contin- 
gent and is a looker, although lack- 
ing in stage finesse. She’s had a 
fling in pictures so the_ studio 
Booners weren't training their sights 
her way. Julie Ring (sis of Blanche 
and Frances) has little to do, and 
William Barclay is too dead-panny 
and gangling to be cast as a love 
pirate. Best that can be said for 
the others is that they’re adequate 
to their assignments. Helm. 
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Wednesday, May 29, 1940 


VARIETY 











AGMA OPERA SCALE 


Single Minimum 
performances weekly 

Leading tenors and sopranés..., 650 $150 ® performances 
Leading baritones............09 at 150 4 performances | 

ding mezzos and contraltos., 60 50 $ performances 

ading DASBOB. coccccccccccccce 5&0 is § performances 

Stage directors. eeeceeeveeeeeesae ¢ $5 25 8 performances 

Comprimarios eeeeeereresseeses 20 75 6 performances 





FATHER, 146, 
HAS CHI T0 
ITSELF 


Chicago May 28. 

Legit panic is on and at the end 
of this week only one show will be 
left in town. That will be ‘Life With 
Father’ which is going along in fine 
fashion in the Blackstone. 

‘Margin for Error’ called it quits 
Saturday (25) after three poor weeks 
in the Grand and this Saturday (1) 
both ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
after 23 weeks, and ‘Little Foxes,’ 
after six weeks, will end Chicago 


runs. 

In the offing is the Al Jolson-Mar- 
tha Raye-Ruby Keeler’ musical, 
‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ which comes 
into the Grand July 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 

(14th week) (1,200; $2.75). 





Most of 


it is window sale now and off from | 


capacity, but still beaucoup $14,000 
last week. 


‘Little Foxes,’ Selwyn (5th week) | 


(1,000; $2.75). One more session for 
a show which got splendid notices, 
but which failed to kindle trade in 
a town suddenly gone dull. Took 
$8,000 last week. : 

‘Man Whe Came te Dinner,’ Harris 
(22nd week) (1,000; $2.75). Has had 
highly profitable stay and will have 
taken well over $300,000 for total 
run here. One more week. Snagged 
$8,000. 

‘Margin for Error’ Grand (3d and 
final week) (1,300; $2.20). Never 
got started and only ATS subscrip- 
tion saved it during first two weeks. 
Wound up to $4,000 without ATS 
support. 


MUNI; 36,000, 
SLIM IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Light opera season at Philhar- 
monic Auditorium continues to draw 
heavy coin. Festival is now in third 
week, with one more to go. Current 
offering, ‘The Merry Widow,’ will be 
followed by ‘The Red Mill.” Paul 
Muni wound up his tour in ‘Key 
Largo’ with six nights and two mati- 
_ at the Biltmore to just ordinary 

iz. 








El Capitan, from where it goes to 
Frisco, and ‘Meet the People’ con- 
tinues at.slightly slackened pace at 
the Hollywood Playhouse. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Key Largo,’ Biltmore (1,655; $2.75) 
—Paul Muni brought his road tour 
to an inauspicious close here, one 
week being sufficient for this stand 
with a slim $6,000 passing through 
the wicket. 
trude Lawrence moves in 
for two weeks in ‘Skylark.’ 

‘Pinafore’ and 
Philharmonic Auditorium 
$2.75). 
with John Charles Thomas featured, 
brought big $35,000. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ El Capitan. Holly- 
wood (1,560; $1.65) (5th week). 
nut makes the better than $3 
draw highly acceptable. Piece winds 
up (1), then goes north. 

‘Meet the People,’ 


July 15 


Several theatre parties early in week 
Helped for around $6,500, good. 


Road’ 7G in Det. 


Detroit, May 28. 








Low | * . . 
$3.700 committee for alleged anti-union 


activities. Those involved were Max 
|G. Felder, Stockton Leigh and Ben 
Playhouse, 
Hollywood (1,130; $1.65) (21st week). ! 
Bronx film theatres. 


‘LA. PURCHASE’ TERRIF 
$34,000 IN PHILLY 2D 


, Philadelphia, May 28. 

Philly’s legit season for 1939-40 
wound up Saturday night (25) with 
the loudést bang any finale attraction 
has exhibited in many a year. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ hit approxi- 
mately $34,000 in its second and final 
week at the Forrest, the difference 
between that mark and the show's 
first week being largely in the mat- 
ter of standees. First week’s take was 
estimated at $32,600. Fire marshal 
and his aides were over every night 
checking on number of standees. 

Two weeks for ‘Purchase’ repre- 
sent a record for house at $3 top, 
according to management, 








QUERY ON 
IN VA. 


Richmond, May 28. 
Robert Porterfield, director of the 
|Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va., has 
/been commissioned by the state de- 








survey to determine the practica- 
bility of establishing a State Thea- 
tre in Virginia. He is to query 
schools and colleges regarding their 
attitude to such an_ institution, 
which would be the first state-spon- 
sored organization in the U. S. 

Barter theatre, which was opened 
seven years ago, has become estab- 
lished as one of the foremost straw- 
hatters in the country and this 
summer will have three companies 
touring over a radius of 150 miles 
from Abingdon, playing towns in 
| Virginia, N. Carolina, W. Virginia 
|and Tennessee. Figured likely that 
‘if the survey indicates that a state 
i theatre is feasible, Porterfield’s Bar- 
| ter organization will be so desig- 
nated, 








| 
Elsa Vice Alec 
{| Cheryl Crawford is dickering 
| 
‘Wine of Choice’ at Maplewood, 
/N. J., this summer...Auriol Lee, 
| who returned last week from a Ber- 
;muda vacation, will direct at Bela 


|Blau’s Deertrees theatre, Harrison, | 
‘Oscar Wilde’ is in final stanza at) 


Me...Edith Van Cleve will be stage 
director at Harold J. Kennedy’s 
'strawhatter at Amherst college, 
|Mass...Harry Ellerbe will direct at 
ithe McCarter theatre, Princeton, 
N. J...Rudy Vallee is being offered 
for guest dates in ‘Tonight at 8:30’ 
‘for $600 a week plus 20% of the 
gross over $2,000. 


3 TMAT’ers Ousted 


(27). 





House dark until Ger-| 


‘Savey Serenade,’ | 
(2,700; | 
Dual Gilbert & Sullivan bill, | 





At a hearing held Monday 


| three members of the Theatrical 


Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
union were expelled by the ethics 


Braudie, of TMAT’s motion picture 
division. They are connected with 
One refused 
to walk out of a house with which 


|'TMAT has a dispute, another cross- 
ling a TMAT picket line, the third 


‘not being in good standing. 


Charges had been scheduled to be 


| considered last week, but the af- 


Carrying on the current stage sea- | fected members went to court, seek- 


son well past its customary close, 


‘Tobacco Road’ ended a three-week | 
|accounting from Joser’. 
| secretary-treasurer of the union, and 
' Charles P. Carroll, of the picture di- 
| vision. 


stand Sunday at the Cass, winding 
up with estimated $7,000 for the last 
nine performances at $1.65 top. 

It wasn’t a bad finish, coming on 


top of $21,000 sor the first two weeks. | 


ing to restrain TMAT from conduct- 
ing the hearing and asking for an 


Action was dismissed by the 
court, 


STATE THEATRE 


. Mrs. Herbert Witherspoon, 


with Elsa Maxwell to play the Alex- | 
ander Woollcott part in a revival of. 


Silverman, | 


someg GHIGAGO SIGNS, | 
MET PROBABLE 





American Guild of Musical} 
, Artists Recognized—Man- 
agement Contracts or Un-!| 
dercover Agreements by; 
Executives of Opera and) 
| with Singers Specifically 


Outlawed 


| ae 


CLAUSES 


| The American Guild of Musical 
Artists Monday (27) scored its big- 
| gest victory when negotiations with 
the Chicago Opera, second largest 
| organization of its kind in the coun- 
try, came to a successful conclusion 
|with the signing of a closed shop 
contract. For AGMA the negotia- 
tions were conducted by “Ted Carr, 
assistant to the Executive Secretary, 
Henry Jaffe, general counsel, 





while 
| J. C. Thompson, general manager of 
| the Chicago Opera, handled the dis- 
{cussions for the company. 

This is the first time in AGMA’s 
history that it has succeeded in 
securing a closed shop, and while 
| contracts were in existence with the 
Chicago and Metropolitan companies 
| previously, they never were as far- 
reaching as the one now signed. 
Meantime a meeting will be held in 
the offices of Frank Gillmore, presi- 
| dent of the Four A’s, today (Wed.) 
| at 2:30, between Edward Ziegler, as- 


i 
' 


partment of education to conduct a| sistant general manage: of the Met, | 


and the AGMA officials to attempt 
to set the same type of agreement. 
Previous meetings with Met officials 
indicate that a similar contract will 
| be signed with minor deviations 
| where the Metropolitan situation 
varies slightly. 

The salient points in the contract 
are as follows: 


AGMA is recognized by the Chi- 
| cago Opera Co. as the exclusive col- 
| lective bargaining agent for all solo 
{singers and stage directors; all 
{chorus singers; all choreographers, 
‘solo and corp de ballet dancers, in 
all grand opera performances, con- 
.certs, recitals, oratorios, produced, 
staged, managed, owned or con- 
trolled by the company, or any sub- 
sidiary of it. The Chicago Opera 
|Co. admits that for collective bar- 
gaining purposes AGMA represents 
a majority of its artists. 

All artists employed will be mem- 
bers of AGMA in good standing, or 
will become so immediately, and 
will remain so throughout the en- 
gagement. 





Delinquent dues shall be deducted | 


from wages and turned over to 
AGMA. No other deduction what- 
soever shall be’ made from wages, 
except taxes or withholdings as pro- 
vided for by law. 

AGMA agrees to accept any artists 
the company wishes to employ ex- 
cept those not eligible through sus- 
pension or expulsion. 

The company agrees to accept 
AGMA’s minimum terms for artists 
and will pay no one les.. No waiver 
by an artist shall be accepted by the 
company unless agreed to by AGMA. 
Artists may 
not less. 

Any existing contracts with less 
favorable terms shall be modified. 
The contracts will be in triplicate— 
one to the company, one to the artist 
an. one to AGMA. 

Dancers—They are to be employed 
by the week for the full season at 
a minimum of $40 weekly, and $55 
on tour. No more than seven per- 
formances weekly and at the rate of 
one-seventh of $40 for each perform- 
ance over. During rehearsal weeks 
the pay shall be $20, and no re- 
hearsal shall be more than 5 hours 
daily, or 35 hours weekly. Over- 
time is to be paid for ~* the rate of 
$1 an hour. 

During the season 1712 hours of 
rehearsal a week will be allowed, 
or two and a half hours daily for 
a full ballet performance, and three 
and a half for ballet in opera. No 


and | 


?* 


UNIONIZED OPERA LOOMS 








AFTER PIC IN- SEATTLE 


Seattle. May 28. 
| Raymond Massey, in “Abe Lincoln 
‘in Minois’ at the Metropolitan fer 
‘two days last week. did an estimated 
gross of $6,000, considered good. 
The ‘Lincoln’ ‘RKO) film was 
here a few weeks ago and died. It’s 
effect was considered unfavorable to 
the stage production, which was cut 
from three davs to two. 








| 

$5,000 in Mpls. for ‘Abe’ 

Minneapolis, May 28. 

| Winding up the legit roadshow 
here, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ scaled 

,at $2.75, was fair at approx'mately 

| $5,000 for two nights and a matinee 


at the 2,200-seat Lyceum. Play came | 


,directly on heels of film and, con- 
;Sidering generally adverse condi- 
|tions, fared well, although takings 
}were considerably under expecta- 








| tions. 

! 

rehearsal may be called if the 
dancer is to io two operas in the 
!same day. 


| Choristers are to be engaged by 


, the month, and during rehearsal are 
| to be paid $15 monthly and are not 
| to work more than 12 hours weekly 
| or three in any day. Any overtime 
is paid for at 50 cents an hour. Dur- 
ing the season the minimum salary 
jis to be $50 weekly for no more than 
| seven performances a week and any 
‘performances over that amount is 
| paid on a one-seventh basis. 

| Pay day is to be each Saturday 
for those on a weekly basis, and at 
| the conclusion of a performance for 
| those on a per-performance basis. 

| Transportation to the city 
an out-of-town opera is to be given, 
|and back, is to be provided singers. 

Can't Have Angles 


No person who either (a) occu- 
/pies a paid, supervisory, or execu- 
| tive position with the company, or 
| (b) receives compensation from the 
| company and participates in the en- 
gaging, casting or discharge o. artists 
shall be permitted to act as manager 
or personal representative of any 
person in the employ of the com- 
| pany, or receive any fee, commis- 
| sion, or other consideration from the 
lartists in the employ of that com- 
pany. 

Any controversy or claim arising 
, out of disagreement on the terms or 
breach of contract between the 
parties shall be settled by arbitra- 
! tion in accordance with the rules of 
the American Arbitration Associa- 
tion. Hearings may be held on two 
days’ notice and the judgment en- 
| tered is final. 

The contract is to run until Jan 
31, 1943, but on March 15 of each 
j}year it may be reopened with re- 
‘spect to the ‘mprovement of the 
minimum terms and conditions of 
employment. If on April 15 of a re- 
opening no agreement can be 
,reached, the controversy shall be 
'submitted to arbitration. 


secure better terms—|! 


| The engaged artists give the com- 
pany the exclusive right, without 
| payment of compensatio:. to broad- 


‘cast and televise any performances | 


/ the company sees fit. If engaged on 
‘a weekly basis the artist will not 
‘take another engagement to sing or 
|otherwise perform for compensation 
'or gratuitously for himself, or any 
| other company, without the written 
consent of the Chicago Opera Co, 
| That company shall not exact any 
| payment as to conditions in which 
, it will grant an artist the right to 
| perform away from the company. 
There shall >e no rebate, remis- 
‘sion, discount, booking fee, commis- 
‘sion or payment from an artist's 


compensation deducted by the com- | 


pany. This clause will be fully and 
faithfully observed by the company, 
and by all and any of its agents, 
representatives and employees. 


‘last Thursday 


where | 


eather Helps B’way Legit: 
‘Grass’ B.0. OK, 
‘Song’ Fair 106, ‘Animal’, $11,000 


LINCOLN’ GETS $6,000 


Night’ Big 226, 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
‘rerue), M (musical), F (farce), O 
(operetta). 
“At the Streke ef Eight,’ Belasco. 
Taken off Saturday; got very little 
after debut performance; played one 


, week, 


‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(25th week) (M-1,375; $440). Cool 
and cloudy weather throughout last 
— — ae ee for the- 
atres: most shows pic up; 
here topped $25,000. ame 

‘Grey Farm,’ Hudson (4th week) 
(CD-1,094; $3.30). With producer en- 
tiled to share of picture rights if 
sold, continuance after this week 
doubtful; $2,000 indicated; ‘Love for 
Love’ here next week. 


‘Hellzapeppin,’ Winter Garden (88th 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 
connie and takings almost as 
much as anyth on list; quoted at 
more than $24,000. _ 

‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst 
(Ist week) (R-1,142; $440). Opened 
t (23); difference of 
opinion among first-nighters, but 
press generally favorable; lively de- 
mand for tickets reported in agencies 


_afier premiere, with attendance big. 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller (9th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Not getting 
the patronage of earlier weeks, but 


‘claimed to be making some money; 


around $10,500. 

‘Lady in Waiting,’ Beck (9th week ) 
(C-1,100; $3.30). Picked up the slack 
of the previous week a gross ap- 
proximated $10,000; turns operating 
profit at that level. 

‘Leve’s Old Sweet Seng,’ Plymouth 
(4th week) (CD-1,075; $3.30). Op- 


‘erating costs have been ‘reduced; 


moderate money to date, with sub- 
scriptions still counting; over $10,000 
claimed. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (29th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Whole list 
has been off, but here is the excep- 


; tion; standees present right along; 


still over $19,000. 

‘Leuisiana Purchase,” Imperial 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Presented by B. G. 
De Sylva; seore by Irving Berlin: 
book by Morrie Ryskind; touted sure 
— out of town; opened Tuesday 
(28) 

‘Man Whe Came te Dinner,’ Music 
Box (32d week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Estimates slightly more than takings, 
but still away up in the money; some 
improvement last week with better 
than $18,000 the count. 

‘Margin fer Error,’ Majestic (30th 
week) (C-715; $1.65). Has made 
goodly stay and may stick into next 
month; rated around $8,000, which 
gets show by on revised operating 


nut, 
‘Morning Star,’ Longacre’ (6th 
week) (C-1,012; $2.20). One of the 


maybe attractions of spring entry; 
better last week when gross neared 
$5,000. 

‘Russian Bank,’ St. James (Ist 
week) (CD-1,520; $2.75). Opened 
Friday (24) and drew panning; re- 
ported off after three performances, 
but, although Monday night was 
dark, relighted Tuesday (28). 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Mansfield (9th 
week) (C-1,014; $3.30). Around $6.- 
000 last week; best gross drawn to 
date; cutrates, radio plugging and 
two-for-ones all counting; making 
some coin on operation. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (20th 
week) (C-964; $3.30). Some improve- 
ment here as for most of the better 
shows; gross went over $11,000 mark 
and summer holdover ——. 

‘There Shall Be Ne Night,’ Alvin 
(4th week) (D-1,357; $3.30). Still 
leads straight plays in point of gross; 
somewhat off early last week, then 
back to capacity; quoted over $22,000. 

‘Tebacce Road,’ Forrest (346th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Around $3,- 


/000, which is doubtful of an even 


break, although it costs little to op- 


erate. 

‘Higher and her,’ Shubert (8th 
week) (M-1,375; $440). Ran ahead 
of previous pace early in the week 
then eased off; gross again quoted 


around $25,000. 
ADDED 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (130th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Has been off 
for some time; around $5,000, which 
is claimed to be slightly better than 
even break; one month to go. 

‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 5ist St. (24 
week) (1,609; $3.30). Monday nights, 
out and third matinee added; big 
Saturday and strong audience re- 
sponse; again makes operating profit: 
with takings over $15,500. 
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Headliners to Make Awards j 


Awards Committee of National | 
Headliners’ Club meets at the Tray- | 
more hotel, Atlantic City, June 8-9, | 
to determine winners of Clud’s 1940 | 
awards for outstanding newswriting, | 
newsphoto, newsreel and radio news- 
casting work during 12 months end- 
ing June l. 

Arthur Robb, editor of Editor & | 
Publisher, heads committee, which 
includes O. S. Gramling of Associ- 
ated Press; Miles Vaughn, United 
Press; Don Rose, Philly Ledger; 
Charles Gridley, president National 
Press Club, Washington; Jack Mc- 
Manus of PM, new N. Y. daily; Nor- 
man Seagal, radio editor of Cleve- 
land Press; Andrew Bernhard, Brook- 
lyn Eagle; Arthur DeBra, newsreel 
department, Will Hays office; W. P. 
Montague, Paramount Newsreel, and 
-Leonard Kane, Westchester Publish- 
ers, Yonkers. 

Dozen-odd award winners will re- 
ceive plaques at National Headliners’ 
Frolic in A. C., June 28-29-30. About 
200 craftsmen have attended Head- 
liners’ shindig annually since 1933. 





Winchell vs. Greene 


Walter Winchell and Ward Greene, 
King Features syndicate exec, have 
been clashing over the latter’s kill- 
out of occasional gags which Jack 
Lait, N. Y. Mirror editor, okayed 
for N. Y. publication, but to which 
Greene took exception for hinter- 
land consumption. They’ve aver- 
aged about one kill a week during 
the past month and when Winchell, 
inquiring what’s wrong with his 
copy, so that he might not repeat 
anything out-of-order, got an un- 
satisfactory reply he decided that a 
blowoff had to come. 

He feels some of the reasons for 
the kills were radio. He cites a ref- 
erence to a Broadway romance, and 
used the term ‘brusheroo’ as a syno- 
nym for brushoff. Greene allegedly 
thought it meant something more 
invidious. Any crack anent panze 
or whoops gags seemingly also get 
Greene’s blue-pencil; also Nazi 
crack, Lindbergh, etc. 





Combo Ends Competition 


Forum and Century Magazine and 
Current History will end their long 
competition by merging. Combine, 
to go into effect with the July is- 
sue, is to be known as Current His- 
tory and Forum. 

John T. Hackett and E. Trevor 
Hill, to-editors of Current History, 
will retain the same posts for the 
combined pubs, with Henry Goddard 
Leach, now editor of Forum and 
Century, to serve as an advisory edi- 
tor. Other top staff members of both 
mags will be retained, including 
Robert Strausz-Hupe, Roger W. 
Straus, Jr., P. G. Moir and Eleanor 
L. Van Alen. 

Previous combine of Forum and 
Century occurred in 1930. Current 
History, at one time owned by the 
N. Y. Times, was founded at the 
start of the World War. 





Doubleday Sells Educ. Dept. 


Book house of Doubleday, Doran, 
which has previously unloaded all 
its mag properties, has further 
lightened the load it has been carry- 
ing with the sale of its educational 
department. Book branch has been 
acquired by a number of employees 
who have formed the Odyssey Press 
to carry on its activities. 

Edgar Hellweg, who headed the 
Doubleday educational department, 
is boss of Odyssey Press, and others 
in the firm are W. E. Thomas and 
Alden W. Graves. Odyssey has taken 
over the educational titles on the 
Doubleday list, and will add new 
ones, : 





John Chapman Feted 
The N. Y. Daily News bunch fare- 
well-luncheoned John Chapman at 
Coq Rouge, N. Y., last Friday, and 
the printers’ union, as its own ges- 
ture to the departing-for-Holly wood 
columnist, likewise made him a 
member of the craft union. Chap- 
man, having disposed of his Con- 
necticut home by lease for two years, 
motors west June 8 to start as the 
News’ correspondent in the film 
capital, succeeding Ed Sullivan. 
Latter, west for several years, re- 
turns to the Broadway beat. 





Petty Quits Haysians 

Tom Petty steps out of the Will 
Hays office in Hollywood June 1 to 
become Coast film and radio repre- 
sentative for the New York PM. 

Geraldine Espy, his assistant, will 
hold down the publicity job under 
temporary appointment. 





Will Vote on Bargaining 
National Labor Relations Board 
has ordered secret ballot elections 
be held within 30 days for employes 
of King Features and International 
News photo division, Hearst aftili- 


ates, to determine collective bar- 
gaining reps. Voting will determine 
whether the employes want to be 
represented by the American News- 
paper Guild or King’s Employes As- 
sociation, unaffiliated organization, 
State Labor Relations Board has 
fixed June 4 as the date when com- 
mercial department employes of the 
Bronx Home News will vote whether 
they want ANG represehtation. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 


Otto Schmidt, artist on a number 
of leading papers in New York and 
Philadelphia, died May 28 in the} 
latter city. He retired from news- 
paper work in 1933 after serving 17 
years on the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger. 


Franklin Henry Chase, 75, who re- 
tired a year ago after nearly 60 
years of newspaper work, died Fri- 
day (24) in Syracuse. Editor, 
drama crick and historian, he was 
for years managing editor of the 
Syracuse Journal. He authored a 
number of historical books. 


Noel C. Albertson, 63, publisher 
of the West Philadelphia (Pa.) 
Times, died Friday (24) in that city. 
Formerly on the staff of the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin, he had 
been publisher of the West Phila- 
delphia Times for the past decade. 


Col. J. C. Sells, 74, editor and 
publisher of the Cooleémee (N.C.) 
Journal, died May 11 after being 
struck by an automobile. 

Anna Nixon, 59, former woman’s 
page editor of the Cleveland Press, 
died May 21 of a heart attack at her 
home in Zoar, O. 

Frederick C. Fairbanks, 58, pub- 
lisher of Indianapolis News, died 
Thursday (23) in San Diego, Cal. He 
was a son of the late Charles W. 
Fairbanks, v.p. of the U. S. under 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

George Hincken, 86, editor and 
publisher of the old Philadelphia 
Sunday Dispatch, died May 22 in 
that city. He became part owner of 
the paper after the death of his 
father, Elias J. Hincken, one of its 
founders. 





CHATTER 


Marian Spitzer has sold two pieces 
to the Satevepost. 

Dr. Oscar Gruen named editor of 
The American Hebrew. 

John O’Hara has changed pub- 
lishers, going to the new book house 
of Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 

B. A. MacKinnon has quit the 
Conde Nast mags to join The Amer- 
ican Home in an exec capacity. 

National League of American Pen 
Women installed its new prez, 
Catherine Flynn, on Monday (27). 

Bellamy Partridge in N. Y. from 
the Coast to grab an honorary de- 
gree at Hobart College, and then 
scooted back again. 

Mrs. Martha A. A. Beer, mother 
of Thomas Beer, the novelist, who 
died last month, is collecting data 
for a biog of her son. 

Eleventh annual University of 
Colorado writers’ conference at 
Boulder, Col., will take place from 
July 22 through Aug. 9. 

Sinclair Lewis doing his bit to 
help the Allies by foregoing the col- 
lection of his English advance royal- 
ties for his ‘Bethel Meriday.’ 

Second attempt at local weekly 
since the Hearst Bee-News went out 
of business was made in Omaha last 
week with The Public Press, tab. 

Manuel Komroff, author of ‘Coro- 
net,’ has finished a new novel based 
on the life of Paganini, the violinist. 
It'll be published by Harpers in the 
fall. 

New York Turf Reporter, Inc., 
chartered to conduct printing-pub- 
lishing business in New York. 
Capital stock is $20,000, $100 par 
value. 

Clarence Budington Kelland back 
in New York from his Phoenix, 
Ariz., home with new serial bought 
by the SEPost. It’s labeled ‘House 
of Cards’ and has a bridge-playing 
background. 

Dalton Trumbo, the film scenarist, 
who came to attention as a novel- 
ist with his ‘Johnny Got His Gun,’ 
has penned another long work of 
fiction, ‘The General Came to Stay,’ 
and has placed it with Lippincott. 

Fete for Oscar Ameringer, editor 
of The American Guardian, to have 
been held yesterday (Tuesday) in 
New York, to mark the publication 
of his autobiog, was cancelled be- 
cause he was unexpectedly called 
west. 

Otto D. Tolischus, who carried off 
this year’s Pulitzer award for the 
best work by a foreign correspond- 
ent, is doing a book on the war for 
Reynal & Hitchcock. Tolischus is 
now in Sweden, having been asked 





to leave Germany. 
Second and last of the two novels | 
which Thomas Wolfe completed | 


shortly before his death has been 


S 


the fall under the prophetic title of 
‘You Can’t Go Home Again.’ 

Harry Hansen, book critic for the 
N. Y. World-Telegram, has_ suc- 
ceeded John Chamberlain on the se- 
lection committee for the annual 
award of the Society of Libraries. 
Group gives a medal each year to 
the young U. S. scribbler showing 
unusual talent. 


Paris Quilt 


Continued from page 2 


edition is grabbed off the stands 
the moment it is delivered, for 
people want to see confirmed in 
print what they have just heard 
the speaker announce. 

All this, and more, has had a 
particularly disastrous affect on the 
capital’s nightlife. Over is the 
luxury of relaxing completely up to 
midnight in hotspots, legit houses, 
cinemas and eating and drinking 
places, with everything now tightly 
shuttered at 11 p.m. Over is the 
period when officials turned the 
other way while cinemas, theatres 
and musichalls filled every avail- 
able seat over and above the legally 
allotted limit. Over, for the moment 
at leasf, is racing in the fashionable 
setting of the Bois, among other 
sporting fixtures. 


Prelude of What May Come 

All this is a prelude of what may 
come. One single bomb dropped 
on Paris may wipe out the capital’s 
night life altogether. Those who 
lived here during the last war re- 
call that Georges Clemenceau, the 
famed ‘Tiger,’ ordered all places of 
entertainment shut when a shell 
from the ‘Big Beértha’ crashed 
through one of the capital’s churches 
and that he only stayed his de- 
cision at the last moment when the 
late Oscar Dufresne, then president 
oi the Theatre Owners’ Association, 
pointedly asked the premier if he 
would have ordered all the churches 
closed if the bomb had fallen on a 
theatre. Clemenceau saw the point 
and lifted the ban. 

This time, however, the ‘Big 
Bertha’ has given way to destruc- 
tive bombs weighing as much as 
One ton and authorities may have 
no choice but to discourage large 
gatherings of people. Already they 
have threatened to shut all dance- 
halls if the situation grows worse. 
Too, 11 p.m. closing may give way 
to 10 p.m., and after that who knows. 

Many have anticipated the au- 
thorities. Over at the Madeleine, 
where Sacha Guitry is holding forth 
with his ‘Florence,’ the performances 
have been cut to three weekend 
matinees. At the Marigny, where 
Edward Childs Carpenter’s ‘Bachelor 
Father’ is being heard to the strains 
of Oscar Strauss’ Viennese music 
(‘Mes Amours’), performances are 
given over the weekend only and 
the theatre is shuttered the other 
days.. Most of the other houses 
have moved back their opening time 
to 7 and 7:30 p.m., so as to be closed 
by 9:30. People who continue to 
go out prefer to be back in the 
shelter of their homes early in the 
event of an air raid. 

The ABC and Optimistes are play- 
ing to small crowds while the other 
musichall, Pigalle, which only 
opened two weeks ago, is shut. Over 
at the Casino de Paris, where Mau- 

















largest crowds of any house in the 
capital, receipts have fallen also, 

The same is to be said for the 
filmeries, with crowds of 50 and 100 
the rule. Many circuits remain open 
for patriotic reasons only, since it 
is unlikely that they clear expenses 
during some of these performances. 

Ciro’s for Tea Only 

Ciro’s, the most fashionable | 
gathering spot in town, is only open 
for tea and Henry Lartigue, the 
owner, who is mobilized but on 
leave, says that he may shut shortly 
if things do not change. The Am- 
bassadeurs, which he was to have 
opened next week, is no longer even | 
mentioned. Harry Pilcer, American | 
partner of Gaby Deslys, has been 
working months getting his new hot- 
spot, L’Aiglon, into shape, but now 
it has been tossed off into limbo. 

A trip to Montmartre takes us to 
another of the former draw spots 
in town, the Scheherazade, the most 
cosmopolitan boite in town. It has 
been doing biz since 1928 under 
the same Russian management, 
which is quite a record in longevity 
in the way of Paris night clubs. The 


rice Chevalier has been drawing the | 











Coward, who has been in the US. 
for the past three weeks, declared 
he would return to active duty in 
England. He will fly from New 
York within a week. Other players 
declared they were registered for 
military service but have been re- 


| peatedly discouraged from return- 
| ing home. , 





Seymour Hicks Sarcasm 


London, May 24. 

Sir Seymour Hicks, in a letter to 
the London press today (Friday) 
was highly sarcastic and critical of 
British actors in America who have 
failed to return to England for ac- 
tive duty but are ‘gallantly facing the 
footlights.’ 

He asked what the position of 
British subjects of military age who 
‘deliberately are staying away from 
England for the duration’ would be 
when Britain wins the war, adding 
that it should be ‘explained quite 
plainly when they arrive in England 
on Armistice Day whether they are 
to be fined, imprisoned, or welcomed 
with open arms as charming prodigal 
sons.’ 

The British producer-player de- 
clared he was mainly concerned with 
the future of those ‘of my own pro- 
fession who at present are making a 
new film in Hollywood called ‘Gone 
With the Wind Up.’ 


Hollywood’s Britishers 
Challenge Hicks’ Stance 


Hollywood, May 28. 


Most Britons in pictures decline to 
be quoted in regard to the remarks 
of Sir Seymour Hicks, but Alfred 
Hitchcock, directing Walter Wanger’s 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ echoed gen- 
eral sentiment when he said, ‘Any- 
one hurling such silly charges as 
Hicks is not worthy of reply.’ 

Louis Hayward said, ‘I’m ready to 
hurry back to England and war serv- 
ice whenever my country wants me. 
Although my final papers for Ameri- 
can citizenship will be due next 
month, I will not make application 
until convinced England has no need 
for my services in the present crisis.’ 

John Loder declared: ‘I was told 
to come to America and work while 
awaiting my call to the colors. I am 
in constant touch with the British 
consul and will return to England 
as soon as they can place me in 
service.’ 

Charles Laughton, gassed in the 
last war, refused any comment, as 
did Herbert Marshall, who also suf- 
fered major injuries in that conflict. 
Wilfrid Lawson flew east last week 
and Clippered to London, where he’s 
scheduled to join the Royal Air 
Force immediately upon his arrival. 
He is a reserve captain in the air 
corps. Ray Milland, who is here, has 
his final papers. 

Alan Mowbray, president of the 
British United Service Clubs and 
prez of British War Relief Associ- 
ation of Southern California, said 
that 90% of Britishers in the film 
colony have their shoulders to the 
wheel, ‘They are definitely not 
slacking and to the man this 90% 
has signified its willingness to vol- 
unteer for service,’ he said. ‘How- 
ever, I doubt if more than half a 
dozen in the British colony here fall 
— the conscript classes now on 
call.’ 

Mowbray said the Relief Associ- 
ation sent over $20,000 to the British 
Red Cross for ambulances and later 
consigned five shipments of surgical 
supplies and knitted goods abroad. 

L. A. British Consul’s Attitude 

British consul in Los Angeles, Eric 
Martin Clueth, declared anent the re- 
marks of Sir Seymour Hicks last 
week, that ‘at the outbreak of the 
war Herbert Wilcox, representing 
British actors, went to Washington 
to confer with Ambassador Lord 
Lothian regarding the status of na- 
tionals on war service.’ 

Lothian assured Wilcox, Clueth 
said, that British actors were doing 
and would be doing a far better job 
for their country by continuing their 
professional work and representing 
British character on the screen than 
by going into combat units. 

Clueth said the Ambassador added 
that ‘if the situation changes, Bri- 








crowds are smaller and graver and 
Miss Vodka, 17-year-old looker who | 
pours coffee and vodka, hasn't much | 
to do. 

All this is true of the Lido, where 
the famed Bal Tabarin girls cavort 
nightly; the Boeuf Sur le Toit, next | 
door to the George V hotel, which | 
has been taken over by one of the | 
ministries; sophisticated Agnes 








tons in the profession will be in- 
formed’ and said he was ‘sure a 
suitable response would be made.’ 
The consul said many have offered 
their services directly and indirectly 
and all are cooperating fully in Bri- 
tish war relief with none showing 
any disposition to evade their full 
duty. 

Consul further declared that the 


edited and sent to the printer by} Capri's, O'Dett’s night club and the | only Britishers on foreign soil re- 


Harper’s. Volume will appear in| 


Pavilion d’Elysee, 


quired for active combat duty are 
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officers on the reserve list. Such 
reserve Officers, he said, left for Eng- 
land months ago on call from the 
British war office. 





Metro in Dark on Actor 

Metro officials in New York yes- 

terday (Tuesday) declared they had 
failed up to Monday evening in ef- 
forts to verify press reports from 
London that Robert Montgomery had 
joined an ambulance corps. They 
said they had no doubt of the re- 
liability of the story, but were en- 
deavoring to get in touch with Mont- 
gomery. 
American player has been in Eng- 
land about three months and just 
completed ‘Busman’s Honeymoon’ 
there. He had no further commit- 
ments scheduled, according to Metro, 
but was under contract which still 
has some time to run. There was no 
thought of further English produc- 
tion, it was declared, and the studio 
was awaiting Montgomery’s return 
before making any assignments in 
Hollywood. 

Metro indicated it would take no 
action on Montgomery’s technical 
contract-breaking in view of the situ- 
ation, 


Wilcox-Neagie Revise 
Plans; Remain in U.S. 


To Produce via RKO 


Plan of RKO and Herbert Wilcox, 
whereby the latter would return 
with Anna Neagle to England to re- 
sume production there, has been 
abandoned because of war conditions. 
Wilcox and Miss Neagle were to re- 
turn following completion of their 
current 16-city p.a. tour with ‘Irene,’ 
Neagle starrer, which Wilcox pro- 
duced for RKO in Hollywood. 

It is planned to return to the 
Coast at the end of the tour, which 
will be in about three weeks, and 
begin production at once on a fol- 
lowup along the line of ‘Irene.’ 

RKO’s’ product announcement 
Monday (27) listed the Wilcox- 
Neagle combo to do ‘No, No, Nanette’ 
and ‘Sunny,’ Broadway musical of 
the ’20s, for 1940-41. Producer says, 
however, that he has no properties 
on hand at the moment, but is nego- 
tiating for one. 

Wilcox, in New York now for the 
RKO convention and a p.a. of Miss 
Neagle at the ‘Irene’ opening at the 
Music Hall last week, has been par- 
leying with RKO prez George J. 
Schaefer. Result has been a decie 
sion to return to England as soon 
as feasible to use up part of RKO’s 
frozen coin there. If he stays in this 
country, however, he declared, there 
will be a revision of the corporate 
setup under which he is operating. 
His last two pictures, ‘Nurse Cavell’ 
and ‘Irene,’ were made under the 
banner of Imperadio Productions, his 
English company in which RKO 
bought a half interest some time 
ago. - 

Wilcox said there is no chance of 
his leaving RKO nor continuing on 
anything but an independent produc- 
tion basis. Six months visitors’ per- 
mits held by Wilcox and Miss Neagle 
have been renewed by immigration 
authorities without difficulty, per- 
mitting an indefinite stay here. 
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Itonia Bradley 

Shriner 2 & Mary 

Di Giovanni 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inn 

Nash & Evans 

Cnester Dolphin 

Frankie Connor 

2 Old Timers 

Sammy Dibert Ore 


Evelyn Farley 

Avis Kent 

Preston Lambert 

Rovalettes 

Carl Bonner Ore 
Saks 

Ibenez & Jerena 

Lee Mason 

Vee Ames Dancers 

Buddy Lester 


Palm Beach June Kemp 
Frank Murtha Joel Gonzales 
Bertay Sis ‘Happy’ Hauck Ore 
Geo Lovett Co San Diego 
Serranos Al & Joan Allen 
Monnie Drake Kee & Tuck 
Don Pablo Ore Derbyettes 


Huck's Redford Inn 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Club Royale 
Lynn, Royce & V 

Oxford Boys 


George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 

Londonaires 


SYRACUSE 
Andy’s Inn Kenmore 
Bob & Madelyn Dean Sis 


Irving Jacobs 
Eddie Jardon 
Dale Harlan 
Ken Greene Ore 


Dels Casino 
Dean & Thomas 
Paul Hagan 
Clair Dun 
Leona Bellamy 
I.ynda Carroll 


George Altee 
Velma Rudy 
Margie Height 
Bill Pieri Ore 
Prison Inn 
Fernando & Fair 
Cecile 
Abel Barbuto 
Freddy Jerome Ore 





George Wilmer Ore Renna’s 
Greenwich Village | Ruth Dale 

Betty Dale Rita Conroy 

Ann Dailey Evelyne Kaufman 
Joy Williams Vayle Flower 


Albie Gave 


Ruth Kennedy 
Kay Costello 


Russ Richman 
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Broadway 


away for more than 
from Hollywood. 





Harry Puck, 
three years, In 


Herman Shumlin, planed to Ha- | 


vana for some fishing, back already. 

Arthur Mayers shortly move up to 
their Connecticut farm for the sum- 
mer. , 
Mack Millar in_town handling 
Tony Martin and Bob Hope's per- 
gonals. 

Joe Plottel, Warner branch man- 
ager in Toronto, returned to above 
the border. 

Louis Lurie- of San Francisco, in 
New York for a visit, has gone back 


!John Bells. 





to the Coast. 

If this weather keeps up the Pair 
concessionaires also threaten to re- 
sign to join PM. 

Edgar Selwyn planed in from Hol- 
lywood on nal matters, depart- 
ing today (Wed.). eo 

Grace MacDonald visiting N. Y. 
following the completion ot ‘Dancing 
on a Dime’ for Paramount. 

Mrs. A. J. (Carrie) Balaban com- 


Pop's the Post-Gazette | 
newshound. j 
Tommy Riggs and his wife off in 
their new car for Florida and a six- 
week vacation. 
WB booker Harry Feinstein has! 


~whelved-25 pounds in two months via | 


diet-and-exercise route. 
Gene Kelly flew in from New York 
to attend annual dance recital of his | 
studio at Nixon theatre. 
Phil Doyle reelected biz agent for | 
IATSE Local 3 and named delegate | 
to Louisville convention. 
Henry B. Vincent directing nine- | 


London 





salesman, won $100 prize for selling 
most ‘Beachcomber’ contracts in dis- 
trict. 

A. Steffes given six months’ 


Aubrey Hammond, artist and the- | leave of absence as Northwest Allied 


atrical designer, left $250,000. 


Ronald Squire involved in Paris; farm for next three months on doc- ' 


auto accident and ~ecovering. 
Eric Maschwitz writing new musi- 


cal with a Chopin music background. | 


Jack Bredwin (The Two Bredwins) 
finally got permit to bring his wife 
from Budapest. 

Bill O’Bryen has sold his interest 


| president and will remain on his 


| tor’s orders. 








| 
} 


El Morocco cafe opened for season 


play series: this summer at Dock the- | = the production and agency biz of | Friday (24). 


atre, Pt. Chatauqua, N. Y. 

Drama League contest for Little 
Theatre groups currently winding up 
four-day siege at Playhouse. 

Casino called it quits for summer | 


| 
| 


itable burley season in years. 
Webster Hall hotel going in again | 

this summer for Saturday nite danc- 

ing in outdoor Spanish Gardens. | 
Lang Thompson’s new tune, ‘Fall- ; 


*Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee. 

Desmond Jeans, 
boxer-actor, brother of Isabel Jeans, 
only policeman wearing a monocle. 

After ‘King Lear,’ John Gielgud 


‘Saturday night (25) after most prof- Will play in ‘The Tempest’ at the Old 


Vic, with Marius. Goring producing. 
Entire cast of 25 players in Ber- 
nard Shaw-Gabriel Pascal picture, 
‘Major Barbara,’ on location in Dev- 
onshire. 
Marcel Hellman (Excelsior Films) 


| home. 


Jackie Whalen will m.c. at Club 


ex-band leader,'| Nomad this year. 


Evans’ Choristers gave concert 
Saturday night (25) at Haddon Hall. 


James Holt, manager of Capitol | 
theatre (Wieland-Lewis chain), ill at 
Norman Reed, WBAB manager, | 
addressed Kiwanis last week on ‘ra- | 
dio slips.’ 
The Virginians sextet entertained | 





Holiywood 


Jock Whitney divorced in Reno. 
Ricardo Cortez sued for divorce. 
Truman. Bradley sued for divorce 
James Stewart passed 32d birthday, 
| Elaine Shepard...divorced Terry 
| Hunt. 

Marilyn Hope’s marriage wzs an- 
nulled, 

Norbert Hensler laid up with e 
| broken leg. 
| Ben Holmes recovering after criti- 
cal illness. 
| Fred Newmayer opened his own 
talent agency. 

Lester and Irving Salkow merged 





| 


| their agencies. 


_ Paul Savoy opening branch office 
in Salt Lake City. 

Dan Mainwaring joined Walter 
Wanger’s publicity staff. 

Louise Stanley filed suit for di- 
vorce against Jack Randall. 


ing in Love With a Dream.’ taken 
for publication by Irving Berlin. 
George Tyson and his secret bride 
of several months, Ruth Miller, 
honeymooned belatedly in Virginia 


leting her biog of the showman- Beach 


lounder of Balaban & Katz. 

Walter Jagemann, who contrived 
settings for “Yokel Boy’ last season, 
has turned to industrial designing. 

Both Clemence Dane and Helen 
Jerome are interested in dramatiz- 
ing Anthony Thorne’s new novel, 
‘Cabbage Holiday.’ 


ach. 

Ed (RKO) Lebbys’ daughter, Lu- 
cille Ruth, married to Gilbert Prell, 
Los Angeles wine salesman, Sun- 
day (26). 

Doris Dupont closed at Stanley 
with Glen Gray's band Thursday 
(23) and opened at Yacht Club fol- 
lowing night. 





There was plenty of backstage 
stuff anent ‘Keep Off the Grass’ as 


how to routine that Shubert revue | 


before its Broadway preem. 

The Stork club set ups to City 
Island this afternoon for the christ- 
ening of Ethel Merman’s new yacht, 
purchased from George Trommer. 

Leda Bauer, RKO eastern story 
editor, due back from Coast Stary 
confabs last week, delayed her re- 
turn. Now expected the end of this 
week, 

Tim Cohane resigned as press 
agent for Fordham University to 
join World-Telegram sports depart- 
‘ment, following Tom Meany, who 
joined PM. 

Bob Sisk, RKO producer, back to 
ihe Coast this weekend after hud- 
dling with Sam and Bella Spewack 
on treatment and screen play for 
‘Sister Carrie.’ 

Jack Ellis, RKO film salesman, who 
writes songs on the side and gets ’em 
published, penned some specia] num- 
bers for the RKO sales convention 
as pepper-uppers. 

Ear] Carroll planed in from Holly- 
wood Monday on a hunt for talent 
for use in his new cafe show there, 
due in about two weeks. He will 
start back Friday (31). 

Lili Damita in New York in hope 


of finding possible legit vehicle, also | 
Hubby. 


on a summer stock deal. 
Errol Flynn fishing in Florida be- 
fore South Americaning. 

Jimmy Durante’s Toscanini num- 
ber, deleted from ‘Keep Off the 
Grass’ after the Boston premiere, go- 
ing back into revue. Other cuts 
made from the N. Y. premiere ver- 
sion. 

Bobby Heath, m.c. at the ‘Sawdust 
Trail,’ cracked, ‘If Jimmy 
Yvette Rugel fol- | There is no profiteering in Paris, and 
that is something. As part of our 
uniforms we must have a steel hel- 
met, gas mask, ete. This steel hel- 
met is amazing. 
one piece, and I bet it would cost 


Horseshoe’) will.’ q 
lows Ella Shelds at Dwyer’s tonight 
(29). 

Dave Chasen dashed in from Hol- 
lywood Sunday (26) and dashed} 
back again Tuesday. Huddled with | 
Harold (New Yorker) Ross on busi- | 
ness; latter is his pard in the Coast 
eatery. 

Jules Levey has just received a $50 | 
check from Santa Anita on a win-| 
ning mutuels ticket he tore up one | 
day at the track. Put in a claim and} 
records showed there was one such 
win ticket as his that hadn't been | 
cashed. 

Warner Bros. putting on an ama: | 
teur musical show tonight (Wed.) at | 
the. Biltmore for employees and} 
guests, called ‘Fair and Warner,’ pro- | 
duced by Edward Greenberg and | 
Marvin Rothenberg, cast numbering | 
35, all with WB. 

Warner Bros. studio crew current- | 

Ty in N,. Y. on street scenes for ‘Con- 
quest.’ Eastern stay for the shoot- 
ing by Byron Hevkin, director. Jack 
Eagan, cameraman, and Joe Barry, 
location manager, will be _ deter- 
mined by the weather. 
* Sam Goldwyn hosted the N. Y. 
film critics at his Waldorf Towers 
apartment Monday (27), with the in- | 
vitation, ‘I have no story and no 
statement but I want to see you be- 
fore I leave.’ 

“‘Tumbledown Ranch In Arizona.’ 
written by Frankie Masters and Bill | 
Watters, New York p.a.. and introed 
over Mutual and CBS past few | 
weeks, has been adopted as official 
rodeo song of University of Arizona, 
of which Watters is an alumnus. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Tom Wilmot going to Cohasset, 


Mass., this summer to work on a new | 


play. 


Agent Jack Dailey suffered broken | 


nose and three cracked ribs in car 
crash. 

Milton Engel in Shadyside hospital 
with broken leg he suffered in mush- 
ball game. 

Charlie Kosco, former booker for 
Alpine cireuit, visiting his sister in 
Venezuela. 

It’s a boy (their second) for the 


; Dwyer | as a matter of fact. 
don’t get you, Billy Rose (Diamond | 





No War In Pix 


L___ Continued from page 3 


of scarehead tripe one has grown to 
expect when Holiywood dips into 
‘issues,’ then there will be no place 
for the long-suffering public to turn 
for surcease from war. God knows 
it's bad enough—why attempt to 
Orsonwelles it! 

Now, if ever, is the time for the 
screen to fulfill its obligation as an 
entertainment industry to the Amer- 


| 











it, by giving people pictures that will 
provide relaxation and forgetfulness 
from the world’s ills, letting those 
mediums established for the purpose 


fulness. 
Right now, in the rnidst of a great 
national mental depression, is the 


ever had to carry out its mission— 
| entertainment! 

| Senn Lawler 
Advertising Manager 
Fox Midwest Theatres. 


Quent Reynolds. 


Continued from page 2 




















| shouldn't, and your letter is apt to 
| be lost. 

Phone. Pop, too, will you, and tell 
him everything is swell here. It is, 


| the Bethlehem Steel Co. $5 to make. ! aicazar in September. 
|The price here is 85 francs—a buck | 


seventy. 
wonderful. 
stories, and 


These people are pretty 


if things were tough 


| here—well, my stories would be so} 


much the better. And what happens? 


|In two weeks I'm a 100% supporter | 


of France. All the newspaper lads 
are that way. 

There isn’t a neutral American in 
Paris. 
It’s like being indifferent when you 
see a neighbor's house on fire. 

I wish I was in N.Y. today. I sup- 


| pose there’s a double-header at the | yjeq’ 
| Polo Grounds. 
| ald Tribune gives me baseball scores 
every day—but just the scores and | 
| the standing. 


My little Paris Her- 


I have a wonderful room here at 


| the Ritz, my permanent address by | 


the way. It’s on the top floor over- 


| looking the Place Vendome and it 


commands three horizons. That 
gives me a great view when things 
get interesting. Knickerbocker is 
here, my old pal from ’33-'34 and we 
spend a lot of time together. 
not very festive times. 

Went to London, and then it all 
happened, so I scurried back here 
before the service stopped between 


|The story is here from rwow on all 
right. I mean here! 

Where are those pretty French 
girls? Not in the Ritz or Crillon bar. 
In fact, no one is but poor Erskine 
| Gwynne. 

Remember me to the mob. 
Quent. 


[Quentin Reynolds is assigned to 
Paris for war feature stuff by Col- 
|lier’s, of which he’s a regular staff 
|member. He has also done several] 
broadcasts from 


/ tal —Ed.] 


ican public which has long supported | 


|signatured Barbara Mullen to play 
| her original part in film version of 
‘Jeannie.’ 

Sacha Guitry importing several 
English artists for his next picture, 
which is scheduled to start in France 
first week in June. 

John Deaney no longer managing 
the Regal, Marble Arch, for John 
|; Maxwell. 
| former circuit manager for Associat- 
ed British. 

Latest acro combo, Bert, Bert and 
| Bert, are Bert Hughes and his two 
sons. Bert Hughes played America 
| for several seasons with basketball- 
‘bicycle act. 

Jack Waller still looking to cast 
musical version of the American 
oldie, ‘Cradle Snatchers.’ Has in 
,mind Zena Dare, Yvonne Arnaud 
and Jeanne de Casalis. 

Alec Stevenson, formerly manager 
of Leicester Square theatre, and 
lately in same job for Jack Buchanan, 
‘appointed manager of Prince of 
| Wales theatre by Tom Arnold and 
|Harry Foster. 
| charge of firm’s publicity. 











Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 


Replaced by S. F. Lindon, | 


He will also be in | 


'600 Pennsy bankers at Traymore | 
Wednesday (22). | Allan Jones and Irene Hervey 


s ..__ Peruising in Mexican waters. 

Jack Mann's orch played opening | Senet Marshall filed suit for di- 

at Senator hotel’s Debonair Club 'vorce against Richard Gaines. 

Saturday night (25). | J. J. Milstein in from. Manhattan 
Prof. A. L. Seward, boardwalk as- | for huddles with Edward Small. 

trologist, will open English Kitchen! Ben Blue settled his $2,500 ali- 

restaurant here soon. — mony case out of court and avoided 
Drucilla, former dancer, is sister | contempt proceedings. 

| of Tom Taggart, A. C.’s new mayor.| Cecil B. de Mille lending his his- 


| torical film: collection to the San 





| Since he’s bachelor, she is official 





hostess. | Franci Fair. j $200 
Ada Taylor Sackett. press agent | SAGES SEN,. See oF oe 
;of the Claridge 


: : beachfrontery, © 

elected to fifth term as president of | ° 

A. C. Penwomen’s Club. | St. Louis 
Tom Endicott and wife, operators | 

of Dude Ranch nitery on boardwalk, | By Sam X. Hurst 

returned from six months tour of | 

Florida, California, Mexico. | Mummers’ final production of the 
Johnny Hamp, who got his start Season, “Tovarich,’ will begin June 1 

here 19 years ago, returning with at the Wednesday Club. 

orch July 3 to play Round-the-| Carl Ravazza orch and Lou Holtz 

World Room of President hotel. | winding up extended engagement at 


| Chase Club, west end nitery. 
Westport, Conn. 


Herbert Weiskopf, Polish musician, 
By Humphrey Doulens 








will be guest conductor of symph 
| S@ason On quadrangle at loeal Wash- 
| ington University starting June 7. 

| Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis orch opened 
‘season at Meadowbrook Country 
|Club with two-night stand, Wednes- 
| day (22). Buddy Rogers followed 
| for two weeks. 








Big and little Cobina Wright here. 
| Ditto the John Lodges. 
| Edna Ferber at her Easton place. 
| Florence Eldredge weekending 


feed them propaganda and fright- | 


greatest opportunity the screen has | 


Food everywhere | 
|is Colony food, and not expensive. 


It is pressed steel, 


But | 


London and here. Now it is stopped. | 


here. 
Theresa Helburn back from vaca- | 
Francis Harley, 20th-Fox London | tion motor trip. 

chief, in town. _.... | Al Shea back in Bridgeport with 

| _George Rony to produce pict titled closing ‘Two for the Show.’ 

| ‘Fifth Column’ | Virginia’ Dunning off for the Lake- 

|. La Meuse, Belgian paper, now be-| wood Theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 

Ing printed in Paris. : .| The Rollin Kirbys entertaining for 

| Nita Raya of the Casino de Paris | their daughter, Mrs. Kirby Post. 

| now at oe eee hed 106th |. Ethel Morrison, of ‘Lady in Wait- | 

| ‘School for Scandal’ reache |ing,’ addressed Norwalk Kiwanis 

| performance at the Michodiere. 


: . ay Club. 
| Crooner Tino Rossi, demobilized a | Cobbs’ Mill havin : ‘ 
aoe : ‘ g big opening. 
a ago, back. in uniform. at | Outpost inn formally lighting Dec- | 
| French newsreel man Brigadier | "P40" a on 
awe Mejat received the Croix de month ; ia. semanas tanahe 
| c eile | husband Andre Kostelanetz. 
| Maurice Chevalier spoke and SON | South Norwalk getting its first cir- 


ce American Club lunch | cus in several years. Russel] Bros. | 


Ibsen's ‘Hedda Gabler’ given at penciled in for a date in June. 
| cana’ Francaise for Norwegian | Bach Circle of New York an- | 
aid fund. /nounces three concerts at William | 
| Virgil Pinkley, European business M. Sullivan’s private theatre, Ridge- 
manager for UP, and correspondent field. 

Ben Ames in from the States. 
Victor Francen, Jacqueline Francel 
and Jean Tranchant back from Brus- | 
‘sels, where they experienced air 

| bombings. 

| Henri Varna announced he would | 
give ‘Mousquetaires au Couvent’ at pened last year when grosses dived | 
the Mogador and ‘Phi Phi’ at the | ., geeply that shows were forced to 


With Schubert out of the way and | suspend abruptly. Show business | 
Chopin on the lot, plans. are being | did not anticipate a heavy influx of | 





Norwalk for one 


with 





B’way Okay 


Continued from page 1 





| piloted by Louis Cuny. | that the pickup at the boxoffices was | 
| Hilda Nysa, of Royal Theatre of | a pleasant surprise. Showmen figure | 
, Brussels, arrived in Paris by car and | that attractions surviving the first | 
|immediately joined the Service Au-| weeks of the Fair should have a) 
_tomobile Feminine Francaise. | chance to held over into summer | 
| With Viviane Romance and the Se hotel: eateail eiigt ame teen! 
'Sealera brothers deadlocked over } SSOR BDOUS WESNES UP SO tar as 
to have Georges | Production is concerned next week, | 


|former’s wish 


‘noir-directed ‘La Tosca,’ lead roles| opens at the Barrymore and the 
ito be taken by Pierre Blanchard and | Players Club revives ‘Love For Love’ . 
‘Michele Alfa, both winding up in| for a limited date at the Hudson. 
Paris legit show,.‘We Are Not Mar- | wo summer musicals are ‘Keep Off 
All that Is —. IS wel | The Grass,’ which opened at the 

— en © perm" | Broadhurst last week, and ‘Louisiana 
iia a eee | Purchase,’ which debutted at the Im- | 
perial yesterday (Tuesday }. 

Mi i A sudden closing was ‘At the 
inheapo IS Stroke of Eight’ (To What Red 

By Les Rees Hell’) after one week at the Belasco. | 





Charlie Weiner resigned as Mono- 
gram branch manager. 

Mother-in-law of Hy Chapman, Co- 
\lumbia branch manager, passed Conmied tem seen t 
away. | —— 

Theodore Hays, vet Minnesota \have been given Turkish nationality 
Amus. Co. exec, confined to home by py attaturk, who godfathered jazz in 


Spy Threat 








illness. | ons E 
| Bill Crystal, former Grand Na- this County. paints 
tional branch manager, joined| Since practically all the niteries 





United Artists’ sales staff. are furnished witth foreign element | 

Paramount here already has sold of the vintage now excluded, man- 
approximately one-fourth of its ac- | agers are hard put to resupply their 
counts new-season product. _. + |spots. Turkish gals so recently de- 
_ Al Feinberg, theatre air-condition- | veijed are still backward about going | 
| oe a Ly a re€- | into the profession. Performers from 
aie a + ylides ‘Theatre France, England and America, which 
| offering ‘The Circle” with Kathryn are about the only talent-producing 
‘Grill, of Broadway, heading cast. | countries remaining free from the | 
| Henry Lund, former Twin City | purge, demand more coin than is 
inewspaperman, appointed general available here. What will happen 
'manager of St. Paul winter carnival. |remains to be seen, but it's expected 
| Ben Blotcky and Johnny Fritcher, | nite life will take it on the lam. 
branch manacer and head booker, off | 


’ ; - | Turkish gals still consider it beyond 
for Paramount sales’ convention in | - B : 


| Theatres, 


'starting June 3. 
| $1,000 last year’s subscription. 


First drive-in theatre in St. Louis 
area, erected by Midwest Drive-In 
Ine., opened at Man- 
chester, Mo.; $75,000 enterprise ac- 
commodates 508 cars. 

Monte Roger’s Wild West Show, 
sponsored by the Elks Club of Mis- 
souri for the benefit of the organiza- 
tion’s charity fund, opened engzage- 


ment at Sylvan Beach in St. Louis 


county. 
Louis Peehmann, John Ryan, Rob- 


_ert Karnes and Stanley Schirmer 


will collab with Gordon Carter. di- 


_rector of Civic Theatre, strawhatter, 
‘in producing plays during forthe 
| coming season. 


Vincent Price, Norma _ Terris, 
Gladys Baxter and Robert Keith will 
be on a nation-wide CBS hookup, 


| originated by KMOX, Friday (30), at 
| annual dinner of Municipal Theatre 


guarantors’ dinner. 
Fund of $106,000 has been under- 
written by 900 individuals and firms 


|to start Municipal Theatre Associa- 


tion’s al fresco season in Forest Park 
This exceeds by 


Direetor Willard Holland of the 
Town Square theatre, strawhatter 
operating atop a west end building, 
designing new stage, etc., for season 
that starts June 7. He worked with 


| the Pasadena (Cal.) Playhouse last 


winter, 
Civic Theatre, strawhatter, has se- 


I came here just to do made to produce the life of Berlioz, | visitors this time, with the result | lected ‘Autumn Crocus’ as fifth of 


sixth comedies for forthcoming sea- 


son. Other pieces to be shown are 
‘See My Lawyer,’ ‘The Church 
Mouse,’ ‘Margin for Error’ and 


‘Twentieth Century,’ 

E. Lansing Ray, Jr., secretary of 
the Globe-Democrat, elected prez of 
Playgoers, Ine. Other officers 


How the heck could there be? |Flamant for lead role in Jean Re- | when the deferred ‘Walk With Music’ | chosen are v.p.s John Ring, Jr., Dr. 


Roland M. Kiemme and Max Koenigs- 
berg; treasurer, Richard Baldwin, 
and new members of Board of Di- 
rectors, Ethan A. H. Shepley, Ed- 
ward T. Gushee and Mrs. W. L. Heck- 


Chicago 


Jan Keith back from Coast picture 
oo and considering loop summer 
snow. 

Billi Drips elected president of the 
Glen Ellyn (1ll.) Dancing Club for 
the coming year. 

Bob Hope planed to White Sulphur 








‘Springs for $5,000 club date at 


Dentists’ convention. 

Will J. Harris named director of 
the Jackson (Mich.) summer festival, 
which will run from Aug. 16 to 13. 

Roy Bruder to East St. Louis to 
gander progress of recreation arena 
which he will operate with Johnny 
Perkins. 

Harry Kopf’s Caribbean cruise cut 
short when the Netherlands steam- 
ship he was on turned around in 
midocean and scurried back to New 
York. 

Max Turner and Nate Platt jaunted 
to Peoria and Springfield for o.c. of 
break-in for ‘First Nighter’ personal 
turn, agented by Nan Elliott for Co- 
lumba Artists. 

Sophie Tucker refereed a whoe- 
tops-who match among Bob Hope, 


the French capi- } 


Los Angeles. | the pale to be seen in nite clubs, 50 | yijton Berle and Joe E. Lewis at a 
Bob Abelson. Paramount northern | hostesses are practically essential for birthday party of Mrs. Sara Berle at 
Minnesota and western Wisconsin, the life of an after-dark spot. ; the Chez Paree, 


} 
( 
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OBITUARIES 





WALTER CONNOLLY 


Walter Connolly, 52, legit actor 
and one of the most active character 
leads in films during the past eight 
years, died from apoplexy yester- 
day (Tues.) morning at his home in 
Beverly Hills. He returned recently 
from attending the Kentucky Derby 
and on advice of his physician was 
resting in preparation for his next 
picture, ‘Road Show,’ for Hal Roach. 
His last important film role was in 
the title part of ‘Great Victor Her- 
bert’ for Paramount. 


Born in Cincinnati he was gradu- 
ated from Xavier College there, and 
completed his education at the Uni- 
versity of Dublin. Returning to*this 
home city, he entered the banking 
business, but an undergraduate urge 
for the theatre proved too strong 
and in 1909 he made his first pro- 
fessional appearance in ‘Classmates.’ 
He first played in New York in 1910 
in ‘The Shepherd King’ and there- 
after for 20 years was in many 
Broadway productions. 

He played in Shakespearean reper- 
tory with Sdthern and Marlowe and 
in support of Madge Kennedy, Paul- 
ine Lord and other stars. 

He went to Hollywood in 1932 un- 
der contract to Columbia, and played 
in a series of Frank Capra produc- 
tions, including ‘It Happened One 
Night,’ ‘Bitter Tea of General Yen,’ 
‘Lady for a Day,’ ‘Broadway Bill’ 
and ‘Washington-Merry-Go-Round.’ 
Other films in which he was featured 
are ‘So Red the Rose,’ ‘Good Earth,’ 
‘First Lady,’ ‘Nothing Sacred,’ ‘Those 
High Gray Walls’ and ‘Fifth Avenue 
Girl.’ 

Widow (Nedda Harrington) 
one daughter survive. 


and 





GLADYS B. UNGER 


Gladys B. Unger, 55, playwright 





‘Whoopee,’ the first Eddie ‘Cantor 
talker at United Artists, afid sub- 
sequently worked as a writer at 
practically all the major studios. 

His last studio connection was 
with David Butler at RKO, where 
he was slated to report last week to 
develop the script for the racing 
picture, ‘Blood Will Tell.” Surviving 
are his widow, a son, William, Jr., 
who is a writer at 20th-Fox, and a 
daughter. 





GEORGE O’NEIL 


George O’Neil, 42, screen writer 
and playwright, died suddenly in 
Hollywood May 24 of a cerebral 
hemorrhage. At the time of his 
death he was under contract to 
script ‘Back Street’ for Universal. 

Born in St. Louis, he was edu- 
cated at Washington University 
there. He served in the Navy 
during the World War and devoted 
his interest to writing poetry, plays 
and short stories after being dis- 
charged. The Theatre Guild bought 
his first full-length play, ‘Something 
to Live For,’ but failed to produce 
it. The Guild, however, subsequently 
sponsored O’Neil’s ‘American Dream’ 
in 1933. He also collaborated with 
Dan Totheroh on ‘Mother Lode’ pre- 
sented at the Cort in 1934. 

Screen plays on which he collabo- 
rated were ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ 
‘Only Yesterday,’ ‘Beloved,’ ‘Yellow 
Dust’ and ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some.’ 





NICK ALLERMAND 


Nick Allermand. 57, manager of 
the Palomar theatre (Sterling), Se- 
attle, and vaude manager for the 
John Danz string, also Seattle, died 
almost instantaneously May 19 in 
that city when run over by a truck 
that slipped its wheel blocks. He 
had been helping load some scenery 


and film writer, died May 25 at the’ from the vehicle, which was to be 
Medical Arts Center, N. Y. In fail-| taken to the Palomar for the new 


ing health for more than a year,!show opening the following day. 


Miss Unger became a patient at the 
hospital a week ago. 

A native of San Francisco, in her 
youth she studied art in Paris and 
received honorable mention for her 
work. Turning to the drama, she 
wrote many plays, the bulk of which 
were produced in London. Her first 
effort was a one-acter, ‘Edmund 
Kean,’ presented by Seymour Hicks 
at the Vaudeville, London, in 1902. 
Her succeeding scripts included 
‘Starlight,’ ‘Ladies of Creation,’ ‘Two 
Girls Wanted,’ ‘The Knave of Hearts’ 
and ‘Betty.’ Latter was written in 
collaboration with Frederick Lons- 
dale. 

Many of her plays were written 
jointly. Among her collaborators 
were Leyla Georgie, Cyrus Wood, 
Kai Ardaschir, her divorced husband; 
and Jesse Lasky, with whom she 
scripted ‘Private Beach.” She also 
tapped the foreign drama, making 
numerous adaptations from the 
French, German and Italian. 

Her last play, written in collabora- 
tion with Marcella Burke, which re- 
ceived a summer tryout last year 
under the title of ‘You Can’t Eat 
Goldfish,’ toured on the road this 
winter as ‘Tonight We Dance.’ Ruth 
_ Chatterton had the lead. It was 
not brought to Broadway. Other of 
her plays produced on Broadway in 
the past decade include ‘Experience 
Unnecessary,’ ‘Ladies of Creation’ 
and ‘$25 An Hour.’ 

Miss Unger’s film chores were on 
all major lots and included such 
films as ‘Daughter of Shanghai,’ 
‘Music Is Magic,’ ‘The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood’ and ‘Rendezous At 
Midnight.’ 





WILLIAM M. CONSELMAN 


Allermand, a native of Denmark, 
entered show biz in Rexburg, Idaho, 
where he owned a theatre, in 1914. 
Later, he operated houses in Price 
and Provo, Utah, and 14 years ago 
went to Seattle, joining the John 
Danz staff as vaude manager and 
booker. He had been manager of 
the State, also Seattle, and Palomar 
at various times. Surviving are his 
widow and daughter. 





CHARLES H. O’DONNELL 

Charles H. O’Donnell, 56, formerly 
with Julia Nash in vaudeville, and 
who later appeared in legit and radio 
sketches, died May 22 after a long 
illness at his home in New York 
City. 

Born in Northampton, Mass., he 
played with Miss Nash in several 
comedy and dramatic  playlets. 
Among their better-known bits was 
‘Static,” a comedy which revolved 
around the radio craze some 20 years 
ago. About 10 years later, O’Donnell 
and Miss Nash, who did the Jarr 
Family in vaude, went on WOR, New 
| York, in a radio version of their do- 
mestic sketch, sponsored by Forhan’s 
toothpaste. The Jarr Family series 
was made popular as a newspaper 
| syndicate feature by Roy L. McCar- 
| dell and formed the background for 
| numerous motion picture comedies. 


survived by a brother, Edward J. 
O’Donnell. Funeral services held 





| Saturday (25) from St. Malachy’s 
| Church, N. Y. 








| GEORGE LAMAZE 

| George Lamaze, 56, executive 
| vice-president of the Warwick hotel, 
| Philadelphia, and brother of Marcel 
Lamaze, who formerly’ operated 


A former v.p. of the NVA, he is 


Sills, Jack Muthall, William Far- 
num and others. 

De Grasse was one of the organ- 
izers of Motion Picture Directors 
Assn, and a director of Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund. He leaves widow 
and son. 





EDWARD DONNELLY 


Edward Donnelly, 69, retired actor 
who had appeared in such Broadway 
plays as ‘One of the Family,’ ‘Cock 
o’ the Roost’ and ‘Young Alexander,’ 
died May 22 in Woodford, Vt. 

He last was seen in Don Marquis’ 
‘Everything’s Jake,’ presented in 1930 
by the Theatre Assembly. Two years 
later he became interested in the 


back-to-the-farm movement, and 
since then devoted his time to rais- 
ing crops. 


Surviving are his widow and a 
brother. 





RICCARDO DELLERA 


Riccardo Dellera, 57, for 23 years 
assistant vocal coach and conductor 
of the Metropolitan Opera Co., died 
May 25 in the New York hospital 
after a four-month illness. 

Born in Alba, Italy, he was a 
student at the Milan Conservatory, 
and prior to coming to the United 
States a quarter of a century ago, 
was associated with Arturo Tos- 
canini in Milan. He had been with 
the met since 1917. 

Surviving are his widow, daugh- 
ter and two sons. 





GRACE McDONALD 


Grace McDonald, 34, died at the 

Will Rogers hospital, Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., May 24, after a lingering ill- 
ness. She had danced in musical 
comedy and in night clubs, but is not 
to be confused with Gracie Mc- 
Donald, also a musicomedy dancer, 
who recently appeared in ‘Very 
Warm for May’ and is now in pic- 
tures. 
Her father was killed in the re- 
cent New York Central train wreck 
at Little Falls, N. Y., but his death 
was kept from her. 

Surviving is her mother. 





ERNEST L. SANDERS 


Ernest L. Sanders, 55, former Ca- 
nadian theatre manager, died sud- 
denly at his home in _ London, 
Canada, May 23. At one time he 
was manager of a theatre in St. 
Thomas, Ont., and later managed the 
oid Star theatre, London. 

Survived by widow, son and two 
daughters. 





CARROLL PEACOCK 

Carroll Peacock, 54, Paramount 
branch manager in Los Angeles for 
past 17 years, died there May 26 
following pneumonia, He _ joined 
Paramount in 1919 as a shipper, and 
four years later was named manager 
of the Oklahoma City Exchange, 
shortly after being transferred to 
L. A 


Leaves widow and son. 





EDMUND T. TURNER 

Edmund T. Turner, Jr., 27, for- 
merly an announcer with WNOX, 
Knoxville, and later with the Iowa 
Broadcasting Co., died in Des Moines 
May 17 following illness of several 
weeks. 

Survived by widow 
parents. 


and his 





BARBARA McLEOD 
Barbara Fielding, 32, known in 
films as Barbara McLeod, her maid- 
en name, shot herself fatally in her 
home in Van Nuys, Cal., Sunday 
night (26), following a quarrel with 
her husband, Gerald C. Fielding. 
Latter is former British film play- 
er, but presently a Coast radio exec. 
= 
WILLIAM F. KENNEDY 
William F. Kennedy, owner and 











operator of two film theatres at 
Champlain and Rouses Point, N. Y., 


died suddenly May 22 at the Royal | 


William M. Conselman, 43, actor,| Marcel’s Cafe and the Cafe Lamaze | Victoria hospital, Montreal. 


mewspaperman and film writer, died;in Los Angeles, died Sunday 
in his sleep, May 25, at his home in! in Philadelphia. 


Eagle Rock, Cal. 
for several months. 


An actor at the age of six, Con- 


of heart trouble. 


With the Warwick for about five 


selman remained on the stage until | years, Lamaze had previously served 
his 15th year, when he moved into, with several New York hotels in an 
an office job with Klaw & Erlanger executive capacity and for a time 


in New York. His theatrical career | operated the Patio La Maze 


was interrupted by a three-year 
hitch in the navy, after which he 
became a_ reporter, working in 
Brooklyn, Jersey City, New York 


and Chicago before moving to Los | 


Angeles, where he became widely 
known as a writer on the Times. 
Conselman entered the picture 
business as a publicigy man for 
Metro in 1925 and developed into a 
title writer. Later, he originated his 


comic strip, ‘Ella Cinders,’ in which stock, later turning to Shakespearean scripter, died in Hollywood May 25_ 


in 
Palm Beach. , 
' His brother and widow survive. 





JOSEPH DE GRASSE 
| Joseph De Grasse, 67, vet director 
| of silent films, died suddenly in 
| Hollywood, May 24. He had been 
|in semi retirement, occasionally di- 
|recting plays at the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 


| He started his stage career in 


(26) | 
He was confined to ter, son, brother and three sisters. 


He had been ill his bed for the past month because 


Survivors include widow, daugh- 





WALTER J. STUR 

Walter J. Stur, 58, advertising man- 
ager of Warner theatres in Albany 
for 15 years, died suddenly May 19 
at his Albany home. 

Survivors include a brother, Harold 
Stur, of New York, and a sister, Mrs. 
Blanche Dascomb, of Buffalo. 





GEORGE E. HAYWARD 
George E. Hayward, 71, secretary 
and general manager of the Midland 
theatre, Newark, O., died at Marietta, 
O., May 20. 





JOHN LYNN McMANUS 





John Lynn McManus, 36, radio 


Colleen Moore starred for First repertoire, and went to Hollywood after an illness of three months. 


National. 
writer, he became a supervisor on 
several Will 
write. He 


tinuing to 


,and action films. 


Moving to Fox as a gag in 1910, where he acted in outdoor | 
Shortly after, he | 
Rogers and Shirley | became a director, handling the pic- | 
Temple pictures, meanwhile con- tures of such stars as Charles Ray, | 


Further details in radio section. 





MASTER JAY BEE 
Master Jay Bee, 21, nee Joseph B. 


an automobile accident near New 
Canaan, Conn. He was a child per- 
former and latterly a vaude and 
nitery m.c. 

Further details in vaude section. 





GEORGE E. HAYWARD 
George E; Hayward, 71, Midland 
Theatres Co. manager and secretary, 
died May 20 at his home in Mari- 
etta, O. 





William Ellsworth Barton, 75, who, 
during the 1890's, was boss canvas- 
man with the Sells Bros. Circus, 
with which he traveled throughout 
Europe and Australia, died May 18 
at his home in Columbus, O., from a 
heart attack. Daughter survives. 





John Campbell, 83, father of Roy 
E. Campbell, for years a Detroit 
vaudeville booker and now manager 
of the Shafer theatre, Garden City, 
Mich., died May 4 in Findlay, O., 
following a stroke. Two other chil- 
dren also survive. 





Elmer Edward Robinson, 72, of 
Columbus, O., state fair publicity 
man, was killed in Ironton, O., May 
17, when he stepped in front of a 
moving truck. 





Mrs. Bessie Schwartz, 72, mother 
of Billy Burton, manager of the 
Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, died in 
New York May 23. 





Saul E. Elman, 76, father of Mischa 
Elman, the violinist, died May 26 after 
a two-week illness at the Mount 
Sinai hospital, N. Y. 





Walter Fleischman, 38, free-lance 
film writer, died May 24, in Holly- 
wood. Surviving are his widow 
and two children. 





Mrs. Bessie Schwartz, mother of 
Billy Burton, manager of Jimmy 
Dorsey’s band, died in New York 
last Thursday (23). 


FINGERPRINT SYSTEM 
CURBS CARNY’S CRIME 


Wichita, Kan., May 28. 

Fake injury claims and undesir- 
able employes have been cut to a 
minimum by the simple method of 
fingerprinting each new employe in 
the Rubin & Cherry Exposition 
Shows. Show, which claims more 
than 650 employes, was bothered 
with injury claims by men who said 
they were hurt when working about 
the train. They later were proved 
not to be employes but tramps 
sneaking rides. 

The show doctor was sent to 
Washington to study fingerprinting 
and each week makes fingerprints of 
all new employes. Fingerprints are 
also filed with civil and criminal 
FBI. 











MARRIAGES 


Myrtle Turner to Ashmead Scoti, 
in Ensenada, Mexico, May 20. Bride 
is radio actress; he’s writer-producer 
of ‘Blondie’ air show. 

Margaret McFarland to Bill Pen- 
nell, in Miami, May 19. He’s WIOD, 
Miami, announcer and local AFRA 
secretary. 

Guinevere Shelton to Wally Wal- 
lace, in Omaha, May 13. Groom is 
a band leader. 

Muriel Ripperger to Roberto 
Rendueles, in Pound Ridge, N. Y., 
May 25. Bride is secretary of Alma 
Kitchell, of NBC women’s division; 
he’s a writer. 

Virginia Taylor to Arthur Trea- 
cher, in Las Vegas, Nev., May 22. 





| ter, in Hollywood, May 21. 


| in Milwaukee, May 17. 
| news and sports announcer over 
| WISN, Milwaukee. 


Both are film players. 

| Mrs. Alva Hunt to Hal Roach, Jr., 
| in Yuma May 26. He’s in picture 
production with his father. 

Belle Shigon to Harry Bloom, in 
| New York, May 26. Bride is secre- 
|tary to agent Harry Bestry; he’s 
| non-pro. 

Muriel Roberts to Douglas McMul- 
len, in Schenectady, May 23. Groom, 
formerly a WGY actor, is with Gen- 
eral Electric’s motion picture de- 
partment. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Levine, son, 
May 21, in Hollywood. Father is 
on Metro’s production staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Hughes, daugh- 
Father is 
tax supervisor at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Sims, in Toledo, 
daughter, May 22. Father is orchestra 
leader. 

Mr. and Mrs, Alan Hale, daughter, 
Father is 





Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Hirsch, son, in 


‘Philadelphia, May 20. Father is pro- 
scripted' Lon Chaney, Bessie Love, Milton Shriftman, died May 25, following prietor of Hi-Di-Ho Cafe, Philly. 





Skating B. O. 


Continued from page 1 
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ample, for it has grown from prac- 
tically nothing to a major industry 
in less than five years, and is no 
doubt drawing large chunks of coin 
that were formerly pouring into 
theatres. ; 


Size of the draw is evident from 
the fact that there are 85 rinks 
within a 35-mile area of Times 
Square, N. Y., for example. Of these, 
five are in Manhattan, two in the 
Bronx, 28 on Long Island and four 
in Brooklyn. In addition, not only 
are the rinks increasing in number 
in small towns throughout the na- 
tion, but they are to be found on 
every highway, drawing patronage 
from miles around. Particular lures 
made by the skating entrenpreneurs 
are parties at cut-rates and contests. 
This is similar to the bowling alleys’ 
buildup. 

Each of the rinks can handle up 
to 1,000 skaters with ease and some 
are even bigger. Important ones 
average well over 500 admissions a 
day during an almost year-round 
season. Tap varies, but in New York 
it is around 50c, which includes 
skates and checking. There's an ex- 
tra fee of 25c for shoe skates, which 
attract many customers. A_ sur- 
prising aspect along this angle, too, 
is that 30-35% of the patrons are now 
providing their own equipment. 
They must be special wooden-roll- 


ered skates, too, not the steel- 
wheeled ones kids use on the 
streets. 


Henie Hypo to Rollers Also 


Biggiest rink in New York is the 
Gay Blades, which opened its sec- 
ond season of rollers last Friday 
(24) after wintering with ice skating. 
Managing it is George Beege, for 
years in the vaude skating act of 
Beege and Qupee and later in a frio 
known as the Three Speeds. Beege 
figures the vogue for ice skating 
created by the Sonja Henie influence 
in pictures and live shows has re- 
sulted in the roller boost. 

But while ice skating has in- 
creased tremendously in popularity 
in the past few years, roller skating 
has goné ahead a dozen times as 
fast. For one thing, ice rinks re- 
quire expensive chemical systems, 
while those for rollers can be built 
at comparatively low cost, meaning 
there are many more times the rinks 
for rollers than blades. In addition, 
roller skating is easier, partially be- 
cause virtually everyone during his 
childhood was pretty adept at it. 


Beege maintains that also en- 
hancing popularity of the wheels is 
a recognition that all the fancy fig- 
ures—and more—inspired by Miss 
Henie can be done on rollers. Danc- 
ing on them is also very popular, 
with 27 different types of steps be- 
ing demonstrated by the more pro- 
ficient skaters at Gay Blades. Beege 
calls them in the manner of a 
streamlined barn dance after the 
regular session ends at 11 p.m. 
Among them are the waltz, fox trot, 
collegiate, tango, continental waltz, 
Mohawk, chicken scratch, the blues 
and the Adams. Simpler waltzes and 
fox trots are also interspersed with 
plain skating during regular ses- 
sions. 


Bigger rinks have organists at elec- 
tric instruments providing the skating 
music, while smaller ones employ a 
variety of mechanical musical de- 
vices. 


All the rinks in the New York area 
are indoors except one new one 
added this season. It’s the former 
ice rink in Radio City, which has 
been covered with a special compo- 
sition and is attracting the ultra- 
swank in skaters. Others, as a whole, 
get a considerably less select crowd, 
largely comprising a group between 
16 and 30 years old. 


Bob Hope 


Continued from page 1 


he’ll personal with his ‘Ghost Break- 
ers’ (Par) film, and then to the Pal- 
ace, Cleveland, week of June 7, 
Paramount is trying to tie him up 
for further stage time before he 
heads back to the Coast, but thus far 
no deals have been set. 

At $20,097, Hope tops the former 
stage act salary record held by Al 
Jolson, who got $20,000 for a week at 
the Capitol on Broadway some years 
ago. There was one difference, how- 
ever, Jolson played as a single, while 
Hope has Jerry Colonna, and Brenda 
and Cobina, his radio stooges, on his 
stage payroll also. 

All-time record salary for a per- 
sonal appearance anywhere was paid 
Maurice Chevalier by a Coast auto 

















show, the Frenchman getting $25,000 


| for an eight-day date. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Advocates Longer Pictures 
: Louisville, Ky. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
‘Lately I have read in VARIETY | 
ebout the present situation of the 
motion picture industry trying to} 


increase the earnings of their prod- | ty 


uct. Now, being a member of the | 
general public who consumes this 
product, I feel affected and I have 
several views on the matter. 


But I am just a country hick and 
have no way to make myself heard. | 

Raising admission prices won't) 
help a bit. Just the elimination of | 
Gouble bills won’t solve the prob- | 
jem. Lowering costs and cutting. 
budgets will only aggravate an al- | 
ready difficult situation. The in- 
dustry needs a drastic new policy. 

Here is what I propose: First of 
all, eliminate all double features. 
The disadvantages of pairing pic- | 
tures are becoming more and more 
apparent to everyone. But if double 
features are abandoned, the general 
public of which I am a member is 
going to feel gypped after we leave 
the theatre less than two hours after | 
we pay our 40c. If the public doesn’t 
get nearly three hours of geninue 
entertainment, they’ll be dissatisfied. 


Now theatre managers may fill in’ 
the gap with shorts, etc, but while. 
this type of entertainment has its | 
small | 
amounts, an hour-of it would be) 


merits when exposed in 
monotonous and then motion pic- 
tures ‘would not be our best enter- 
tainment.’ 
see so much footage; they want to 
see quality in the footage. 


Well, if you have read this far, 


you may as well read the rest. Why | 
not make the pictures longer? Look 
at ‘GWTW,’ ‘Rebecca,’ ‘Union Pa- 


cific” ‘Marie Antoinette,’ and others. 
I believe they all ran better than 
120 minutes. Why not add the extra 
footage to all pictures? They all 
could stand it. It may require a 


little skill on the part of the pro-| 


ducer, especially not to ‘overproduce’ 
a picture, but it can be done. Make 
the minimum running time 125 min- 
utes. Put more music in musicals, 
more scenes in dramas, and I bet 
more people would put down more 
money to see one picture they want 
to see. 

Another thing. Increase the runs 
jn the neighborhood houses. If you 
Gon't catch a picture in the loop, you 
probably miss it, for it only plays 
a two-day engagement when it 
comes in the neighborhood. Of 
course, there is still a chance to see 
the picture when it hits a ‘dime- 
bum-house’ but how many will 
lower their social standing to enter 
one of these cinema palaces? 

A Hick from the Sticks. 
(Name Withheld). 








Roy Atwell’s Missed Date 
New York. 
Editor, VARieTy: 

After reading your account of me 
in last week’s VAriETY, wish to let 
you know that the following are the 
true particulars as to why I did not 
g0 to Camden to open May 17. 

Immediately after I had okayed the 
date with my manager, Mr. Rickard, 


I received a call to come home im- | 
mediately as my sister was very sick. | 


minaocaes gan sueeetes Frigeg Fair Also Points Up Midway; 
Cavalcade, Aquacade, Folies’ Okay 


This was really so and was not an 
alibi on the part of my manager, I 
was really of the impression that my 
opening date in Camden was to have 
been the 24th. After all, as you folks 
know, I have been in show business 
@ good many years and have played 
the best in radio, hotels and theatres, 
and I can truthfully say that this is 
the first time in my entire career in 
show business to have missed an 
opening date. 
Roy Atwell. 


Was Not a Secret 


London. 
Editor, Variety: 

In a recent issue of VARIETY was & 
criticism on the lack of ‘ballyhoo,’ 
or ‘attempt to interest listeners be- 
forehand,’ in connection with a fea- 
ture program entitled ‘The Ear of 
Britain’ which was broadcast by the 
BEC on March 31. 

This program was first broadcast 
on Feb. 4 last, when its meaning and 
purpose were fully exploited in the 
BBC’s official program sheet. The 
March 31 broadcast was a revival. 

You evidently do not see the Brit- 


ish newspapers, wherein many col- | 


umns of advance publicity were de- 
voted to this and to two other pro- 
8rams by the same author, called 
‘The World Hears London,’ broad- 


cast on April 2, and ‘London Calls | 


the World,’ broadcast on April 6. 
Call these programs unashamed 
propaganda or what you will, the 
BBC did take steps to interest the 
public beforehand and even enter- 


People don’t just want to. 


| situation, 
| yourself dangerously close to the 
ilimit of human endurance, stop it 


tained the press at a luncheon to 
meet the author, Robert Kemp, who 
explained the nature and scope of 
his programs as a preliminary to the 
broadcasts. Microphone announce- 
ments removed any suspicion that 
ese were just talks or preachments. 
E. G. D, Liveing. 
Press Representative, 
British Broadcasting Corp. 


AGVA and Neely 
New York. 
Editor, Vartety: 

Your article on ‘AGVA Causes 
Further Four A’s Friction in Coming 
Out for Neely Bill vs. SAG: Sees Pic 
Measure as Vaude Hypo,’ is a misin- 
terpretation of AGVA’s position with 


|relation to the Neely Block Book- 


ing Bill, and ] take this opportunity 
to call your attention to the facts of 
the matter. 

AGVA did not come out in favor 
of the Neely Bill. We are at present 
making a study of the bill and will 
neither favor nor oppose it until such 


| study of this bill, and of the fact that 


no stand has been taken by AGVA, it 
is obvious that we are not in oppo- 
sition to Screen Actors Guild on this 
matter. 


American Guild of Variety Artists, had in his trunk when he went to 


Hoyt S. Haddock, 
National Executive Secretary. 





(VARIETY'’s story was based on an 
editorial in AGVA’s official maga- 
zine. The piece, presumably ex- 
pressing the viewpoint of the union, 
although not specifically supporting 
the Neely bill by name, nevertheless 
did criticize certain film trade prac- 
tices which would be outlawed in 
the bill and stating that ‘elimination 
of these practices would give vaude- 
ville the greatest stimulus it has had 
in years.’ At least by implication, 
the editorial was regarded in the 
trade as favoring passage of the 
Neely measure.—Ed.) 





Urges H’wood to Slow Up 
Boston. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

An Open Letter. to Hollywood: 
Hey, Hollywood! Slow down, slow 
down! 

What's it al! about—this driving of 
the cardiac organ and the nervous 
system until one or the other must 
give way? Is it worth it? 

Stop a minute to check up on your 
Hollywood friends and acquaintances 
who were struck down or cut off 
from life right in the prime of it. 

Who can forget Irving Thalberg— 
died at 36. And just this week— 
within a few days of each other— 
George O'Neil, 42, and William Con- 
selman, 42—both in the prime of life. 

Stop a minute to take stock of the 
If you've been driving 


a Metro revival two weeks ago, and 
did unusually well with it. Exhibs 
around the country are dating major 
revivals, as well as indies and for- 
eign-mades bearing on the war. 

According to Jack Bannan, who 
controls ‘Hell’s Angels’ in its so- 
called streamlined version, there 
has been a sudden interest in dates, 
‘including repeats, for this picture 
|since Hitler's march into Holland 
‘and Belgium. 


Rain Glooms Up N. 











| he declared, he hopes to be able to 
Doron the cost of keeping the Mer- 
: ; 77 cury group alive. In the past, he 
Just a 5th Columnist ‘said, he has done this with his own 
Dallas, May 28. /|funds, the result being. ‘I am now 
‘Hitler, Beast of Berlin,’ which | flat broke, despite all the money I 
|} normally might have died on its feet | have made.’ 
| here, attracted such mobs to the! Between these other pursuits, 
Capitol (Interstate) last week that | Welles revealed, he also expects to 
it was held ever an extra day. ‘do 15 weeks or so on the Coast and 
Perhaps the reason was best il- perhaps in New York in ‘King Lear.’ 
lustrated in the case of a potential | 
customer who actually stopped a 
guy leaving the show, asked how the 
picture was. 
‘Lousy,’ he was told. 
| ‘You're just a—fifth columnist.’ he | 
snapped, proceeding to buy a ticket. 








Vs. 5th Column 


Continued from page 1 








are confined chiefly to manufactur- 
ing industries, but the President is 
said to be pressing his assistants to 
hasten an accord between the Gov- 
ernment and all channels of public 
information. How soon the problem 
will be tackled will depend upon the 
speed with which the industrialists 
are handled. 

In his address last Sunday, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt declared, ‘our moral 
and mental defenses must be raised 
as never before against those who 
would cast a smokescreen across our 
vision. 

There is no intent in the_Admin- 
istration’s plans to organize any cen- 
tral bureau comparable to the war- 
time Bureau of Public Information; 
which President Wilson set up with 
George Creel as chairman. On the 
contrary, complete freedom to treat 
with the serious aspects of the prob- 
lem will be left to the ingenuity, the 
| patriotism and the skill of all show- 
men. 





Orson Welles 


Continued from page 3 














;number by one and said he’s still 
| thinking of ‘Smiler With a Knife’ 
and ‘Heart of Darkness.’ which he 


| Hollywood. ‘Darkness’ will be meade 
if he can figure out how to trim the 
budget, he said, while ‘Smiler’ has | 
been pretty well knifed by Uncle) 
George (‘that’s Orson for George J. | 
‘Schaefer, RKO _ prexy), because 
Welles only wrote a secondary part 
in it for himself, and anyway they 
can’t find a gir) to play the lead. 
| Cast for ‘Citizen Kane,’ indicentally, 
will be almost all Mercury Theatre 
players whom Welles took west with 
him, although he said he'd like to 
add some Hollywood marqueeosis. 
Denies Film Income 


In apology for the lengthy period | 

| Of non-productivity, Welles said that | m 
| up unti] this time he hasn't received | 
|one cent of pay from RKO, nor has 
jany of his troupe. He declared he 


|came to Hollywood knowing abso- 


No Propag:.nda 
Nothing will be suggested in any 
anner to be interpreted as political 
| propaganda. The attack will be ex- 
|clusively from a sound basis of na- 
! tional unity of thought on all matters 
| pertaining to American principles of 





{lutely nothing about making pictures, | government, freedom .and personal 
‘and it was silly to expect him to start liberty 
‘Tight off from such a scratch spot.| phe president frequently has 


| Since he’s been there, he said, he’s 
| been paying close attention to other 
| producers and directors on the sets, 
|in the cutting room and in the front 
| office. Now he feels that he’s by no 
/'means an expert, but he has suffi- 

cient confidence in himself to go 
| ahead. play. 

And then, just to show that those} It is most likely that leading ex- 
three pictures in the next year aren’t | hibitors will be invited to a Wash- 
enough to keep the,man from Mer-| ington conference with one of the 
cury busy, Welles revealed a few} Administration top execs. Harry 
other plans. He’s currently negoti- | Hopkins, Secretary of Commerce, is 
ating with three potential sponsors ! the likely liaison. He has an inti- 


shown an earnest interest in the wel- 
ifare of the film industry. Despite 
| great pressure on his time and 
strength, he occasionally views films 
at the White House. 
week he saw a special screening of 
‘Our Town,’ from Thornton Wilder's 





|CBS next season. In addition, he is| result of recent conferences between 
organizing, in partnership with John | his department and some of the in- 
Houseman, a legit financing-produc- | dustry’s chief executives with whom 


Within the’past | 


|for a commercial air program. on| mate knowledge of the industry as | 


now and resolve to live on a sensible 
basis. 
Your doe would charge you plenty 





ing company. It will put on shows} 
‘in Los Angeles which will tour to 
|San Francisco and perhaps farther, | 


he attempted to work out a basis of 
settlement by consent decree of the 
anti-trust action, now pending. 


for this advice, but ‘I’m giving it to| depending on their acceptance. Idea| Relations between the Administra- 
you for the taking. | of the outfit, in addition to producing | tion and the radio industry are on a 
Joe Ehrlich, | about two Mercury plays, will be to| somewhat more formal basis because | 


Keith Theatres, Boston. 


Bob Trendler 
Chicago. 


It's 


Editor, VARIETY: 
In your story on Hugh Studebaker 


‘appears which I am sure is caused | 
by misinformation supplied you. It} 
\is with reference to the maestro on | 
the new ‘Showboat’ program—who | 
is Bob Trendler. Bob Strong, whom} 
you mentioned, has only a feature | 
spot with his dance band, but Bob | 
Trendler is the head of music on 
‘Showboat.’ j 

Bernard Pearlman. 


San Francisco, May 28. 
Redraped with the cloak of show- 
|manship, which rules Treasure Is- 





lternational Exposition opened its 
| gates Saturday (25) to a reputed at- 
| tendance of 123,000, a close second 
|to the first day’s attendance a year 
notable exception has been the out- | ago. 
standing ‘Rebecca.’ | Show biz snapped to life as the 
explosion of bombs officially rolled 
War Reissues | up the curtain on a new world’s fair 
Sudden demand for reissues and | show and marked the premiere of 
any old prints of war films that can | the ‘Cavalcade of America,’ Billy 
be obtained at local exchanges has | Rose’s Aquacade and the ‘Folies 
also hastened exhibitors to pick up Bergere. Commercial exhibits are 
film that has been available for some | taking second place, as the fair this 
time, awaiting dates. ' year is definitely show minded, En- 
Numerous pictures of the first | tertainment is the keynote and it 
| World's War which were sent out! ranges from the honky-tonk to the 
as reissues early last fall, and of | high-brow. 
which there are plenty of prints,; To enhance its beauty, the Golden 
may receive renewed life as result Gate Expo has taken on a new color 
of latest developments on the battle | scheme for its buildings and towers. 
front, including such as ‘All Quiet,’ | The Gayway by early afternoon 
‘Four Sons.’ ‘Road to Glory,’ ‘For- | opening day was a seething mass of 
gotten Men,’ eic. | humanity. It is a bigger, gayer, 
| The Globe, N. ¥., operated by the | much more diversified Gayway this 
'Brandt Bros., has rebooked ‘Con- | year than last. There are new shows 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ for an ex- | galore, including the African Jungle 
tended engagement starting June 1.| Camp, The Lost World, Wild Horses 
Criterion, N. Y., played ‘Hell Below,’! of the Grand Canyon, the Estonian 


War or Comedy 
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| finance other producers. Number of | of 
| plays is indefinite, as Welles said he | 
|has ‘loads of backing.” With the munications Commission. | 


| land this year, the Golden Gate In- | 


the day-by-day contact with | 
| broadcasting by the Federal Com- | 


ee 


,and Swiss Villages, to augment the 


Y. Fair, But Midway 


Looks to Long Holiday for a Break 


“money made from these productions, | 


Up to Tuesday (28) the World's 
Fair had a_ succession of cloudy, 
‘gloomy or rainy days and nights, a 
irun of bad weather that the 1939 
‘season did not encounter. Along the 
Great White Way, however, the con- 
cessionaires were optimistic and 
look forward to a four-day weekend 
Starting Memorial Day (Thursday). 
Most of the showmen are cognizant 
of the weather hazard and feel they 
got their share from the compara- 
tively meagre attendance last week. 


Performance schedules of the ma- 
jor shows were not. disrupted 
as much as expected, though audi- 
ences were often so sparse that can- 
cellations should have been ordered. 
Fair management, however, aims to 
have all attractions play if  possi- 
ble. on the ground that those cus- 
tomers who are on hand are en- 
tiiled to alk that the expo offers 
and that goes particularly for the 
amusement zone. 


‘American Jubilee’ called off only 
one performance out of 23. Esti- 
mated gross was around $22,000, 
which is not profitable operation. 
Claimed average attendance was 
5.600 daily, or about one-third of ca- 
pacity. 

Aquacade cancelled four perform- 
ances and when it rains the per- 
formers and ensemble go on in bath- 
ing suits, same as the aquatic con- 


tingent. Estimated gross was around 
$30,000. which is under the profit 
level. Sunday (19) last week was 


heavily attended and shows flourish- 
ed, which gave the week a strong 
start, otherwise the takings would 
have shown even lower figures. 

Gay New Orleans, which is en- 
tirely in the open, missed about 10 
performances. ‘Jubilee’ and Aqua- 
cade audiences are protected by 
canvas and roofs for the most part 
and have a chance to draw in wet 
going. ‘Streets of Paris,’ an indoor 
show, was affected as much as the 
others. as indicated by a gross of 
$13,000, meaning a slight loss on the 
week. ‘Railroads on Parade’ started 


|Saturday (25), running into the bad 


weather streak, but winning a good 
press. : 

Estimated that the Fair must av- 
erage 100,000 daily to break even, 
operating nut being $50,000 per day. 
With the admissjon lowered to 50c, 
those figures are away down com- 
pared with last year. There are 277 
conventions scheduled in New York, 
many dated during the Fair season, 


with the largest influx coming 
through June. 

Second week's paid attendance 
this year totaled 430,889, against 


656,065 in the corresponding period 
of the Fair’s first season. That means 
a drop of 225,176 admissions. 


ILL. LABOR GROUP AIDS 
AGVA IN AGENCY FIGHT 


Chicago, May 28. 
Campaign of the outdoors division 





of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists against the stand of the 
Barnes & Carruthers agency con- 


tinues unabated, with the latest de- 
velopment being the assurance of 
cooperation by the Illinois Federa- 
tion of Labor, In a letter to AGVA 
outdoors secretary Paul Sanders last 
week. R. J. Soderstrom, president of 
the IFL, stated that his organization 
will take steps to prevent the non- 


shows of the initial Fair. Sally union B. & C. office from booking 
Rand’s Nude Ranch is back at the |shows into Illinois state-operated 
| old stand, as are Ripley’s Odditorium, | fgirs. 


the Giass Blowers, Incubator Babies, 
Chinese Village, the Monster Python, 
this time with a litter of baby snakes, 
Miss America, and a hundred more 
of lesser importance. 

Salici’s Puppets is in the Hall of 
Western States Auditorium, Stage 
9 is a big Hollywood picture set in 
the north wing of the former Mines | 
and Minerals bldg. With Hollywood 
actors featured, this attraction goes 
about the business of making sound 
pictures before a paid audience. | 
‘Cavalcade of America,’ a bigger and | 
more spectacular show than _ its! 
predecessor, ‘Cavalcade of the West,’ 
is likewise a magnet. 

Back in its old stand in the Cali- 
fornia Auditorium is Clifford C. 
Fisher’s ‘Folies Bergere,’ with a 
brand new show on the same pat- 
tern of speed and girls in scanty 
wardrobe, 

Grosses of three of the big shows 
over the two-day opening weekend 
were as follows: 

Aquacade, Saturday. $19,800. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ $8,990. 

‘Cavalcade of America,’ $4,300. 


Outdoors division of AGVA has al- 
ready taken steps to halt B. & C. 
shows from playing such fair dates 
as Pomona, Detroit, Minneapolis and 
Springfield, and has been in contact 
with fair secretaries throughout the 
territory. 


War Market Also Hits 
N. Y. Worid’s Fair Bonds 


Dip in stock market values during 
the last two weeks cut into the re- 
cent steady climb of New York 
World’s Fair bonds which originally 
were listed at $100 par value. The 
obligations, which have sold as low 
as $20, rallied briskly about the time 
the 1940 fair opened, climbing up 
to $30. 

Decline in the stock market subse- 
quently has shoved the fair liens 
down to $25 ask price and $28 offer- 
ing quotation. Bonds are traded in 
on Over-the-Counter market. 





: | 
| 
| 



























# 


- Wednesday, May 29, 1910 





—— 





SURVEY SHOWS 





Broadcasting 8th Year 


Coast to Coast 
— FOR — 


STUDEBAKER 
NBC—CBS 





CHARD HIMBER LEADING BAND 





at ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


NEW ORLEANS 
With These Results 


STARTING JUNE 8th 
RICHARD HIMBER APPEARS 


at the 


HOLLYWOOD DINNER CLUB 
GALVESTON, TEX. 
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